SAPPER RICHARD JOHNSON

7215 – Tunnelling Company Reinforcements
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Born Geelong, Victoria, Richard underwent a medical examination and signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 10 February 1917 in Brisbane, Queensland.

Stating that he was 44 years and 3 months of age and a single Labourer of Croydon, Queensland, he named as his Next-of-Kin his friend John Thomas Wilcox, c/o Mr. W.T. Wilcox, Grazier of Croydon, Queensland.  He stated he had previously been rejected for Service as Medically Unfit.

Richard was 5ft 9½ins tall and weighed 140lbs.  He had a medium complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  He stayed at the 11th Depot Battalion in Brisbane until 6 March 1917 when he was transferred to the Miners (1st M.D.) with the rank of Sapper.  

On 14 March he was again transferred to the Miners Reinforcements at Seymour, Victoria and on 21 May was admitted to the Base Hospital at Macleod and came to the attention of the Staff Officer Invalids, 3rd M.D.  On 26 June he was transferred to the Tunnelling Coys and embarked on Themistocles 4 August 1917.
The troopship HMAT A32 Themistocles with 167 Tunneller Reinforcements sailed from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship reached the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during an unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions was endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine day voyage.  The troops were entrained to Tidworth, England
One of the Tunnellers, 7427 Spr William James McPeak, died of acute transverse myalitis on 14 August and was buried at sea.  He was one of 4 soldiers to die on this voyage. 
Richard marched in to the Tunnelling Details at No. 1& 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse on 3 October 1917.  A Medical Report of 12 October found that his age last birthday was in fact 51 years and that his former trade had been as a Miner.  His disability of senility and bronchitis was deemed to be ‘persisting’, and the Doctor noted ‘Has been an out of door worker all his life.  Is subject to colds.  Has had malarial fever.’  The disability was said to be due to age, and not due to active service.  

A Medical Board Panel deemed Richard to be permanently unfit for General and but fit for Home Service in Australia.  He was marched out to No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 22 November 1917.

Richard left London on 11 January 1918 onboard Port Darwin, arriving in Melbourne, Australia on 4 March 1918, thence to Sydney and Brisbane.  He was admitted to the 6th Australian General Hospital in Brisbane on 8 March with senility and bronchitis, receiving treatment until 14 March. 
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He was Discharged on 9 April 1918 and was entitled to wear the British War Medal (31306).  

Note:

National Archives and Australian War Memorial Nominal Roll record name as 'Johnson'; Australian War Memeorial Embarkation Roll records as 'Johnston'.  
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Miners Training Camp – Seymour, Victoria:


Back left – Hugh Giblett – next to Hugh, Bert (Albert Henry) Francis – back 3rd from right – John Rodgers – front right Victor Creed – front 3rd from right Richard Johnson


Photos in this section courtesy of Val McKenzie, granddaughter of John Rodgers.   Details of those named in the two photos indicate they were probably taken in early May 1917.








