SAPPER ERNEST PATRICK JOHNSON

8014 – 6th Tunnelling Company

Born at Beverley, Western Australia in 13 May 1891, Ernest completed an ‘Application to Enlist in the Australian Imperial Force’ at Beverley on 18 May 1917.  The Application was accepted on 23 May and he signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 24 May 1917 at Katanning, Western Australia. 

A Farmer of Yoting, East Quairading, Western Australia Ernest underwent a medical examination at Katanning, Western Australia on 24 May which recorded that he was 27 years of age, stood 5ft 9½ins tall and weighed 145 lbs.  He had a dark complexion, grey eyes and darl hair.  His faith was Roman Catholic.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife of six years Mrs. Dorothy Grace (nee Austin) of Forest Street, Beverley, Western Australia.

He served as a Private in ‘E’ Company, Depot Battalion from 16 June until he was appointed to the 6th Tunnelling Company at Blackboy Hill, Western Australia as a Sapper on 22 June 1917. 

Ernest was Absent Without Leave (AWL) from Tattoo on 25 July until 7.45 a.m. on 26 July and was awarded forfeiture of 1 days pay.

He was again AWL from 12 p.m. on 2 August until he reported at 8.30 a.m. on 3 August and was again awarded forfeiture of 1 days pay.

He was transferred to the 1st Depot Battalion at Broadmeadows, Victoria on 24 August.  On 1 October he was transferred to the Tunnellers Training Camp at Bendigo on 1 October 1917 and was listed for embarkation with the May 1917 Reinforcements due to leave Australia on 21 November on board HMAT A71 Nestor.

On 11 October Ernest was admitted to the Bendigo Clearing Hospital with lumbago, receiving treatment until 17 October when he was discharged from hospital.  A Medical Board of 16 October found he suffered from subchronic rheumatism and lumbago.  The report recorded that 2 years before, Ernest had suffered a fall on the small of his back and had had joint pains for the last 20 months. 

The report also recorded that he had joint pain practically always present.  It recorded that on 11 October he had a temperature of 102, severe back ache and painful tender joints in ankles, knees and hips.  There were no objective signs of trouble at the joints.  His general health was very fair but the pain in back and joints prohibited exertion.

A later report confirmed that he suffered limitation of movement and recommended Ernest be discharged from the A.I.F.  His discharge was provisionally approved on 22 October.  His position on Nestor was taken by Sapper Arthur John Ellis who also inherited the Service Number 8014.

Convalescent until 25 October, Ernest was sent to Macleod via No.5 Australian General Hospital (5AGH).  While at 5AGH he was charged with:

(1) Disobedience of orders

(2) AWL (absent) from 9 p.m. bed check on 29 October 1917, returning to camp at 2 p.m. on 30 October. 

(3) Misconduct aggravasing

(4) AWL from Disease Parade for 14 A.A.H.

On 5 November he was awarded forfeiture of pay for the period absent.  Also on 5 November a medical report at 5AGH recorded that he was admitted to Ward 12A suffering lumbago and required a further 7 days treatment at No.14 Australian Auxiliary Hospital from 7 to 13 November.
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In February 1941 Ernest forwarded a Statutory Declaration to Base Records, Canberra for replacement of his GRI Badge which he had lost.  He asked also that they note his change of address from Benjaberring to Goomalling Post Office.
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A duplicate GRI Badge was received by Ernest on 25 June 1941.

In October 1955 Ernest completed a Statutory Declaration at Dowerin, Western Austral to effect that his GRI had been ‘stolen and no trace available’.  He was requesting a replacement medal as, being now 67 years old, he was asking for the old age pension.

A duplicate GRI Badge was received by Ernest on 15 November 1955.

Ernest and Dorothy are buried together in Karrakatta Lawn Cemetery.

Edward Johnson, brother of Ernest Patrick Johnson, completed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 20 April 1916 stating he was a 21-year-old Farmer of Jacobs Well, Western Australia.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother Mary Browning of Jacobs Well, WA.

After 2 weeks with the Depot Battalion, he was transferred to the 16th Reinforcements 28th Infantry Battalion on 4 May 1916.  Edward was discharged on 14 September 1916 for ‘making a false declaration in attestation – gave wrong age’.

Edward Johnson, born 29 April 1897 at Beverley, Western Australia, enlisted for a second time at Beverley and again named his mother as Next-of-Kin.

Still a single Farmer aged 21 he was living at Jacobs Well, WA.  Edward was 5ft 8ins tall and weighed 150 lbs, with a ruddy complexion, grey-green eyes and dark brown hair.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve on 29 April 1918.  on 23 May he was appointed to 3rd Reinforcements General Service, Egypt

57194 Edward Johnson embarked at Sydney on 10 June 1918, disembarking at Suez on 17 July.  He was transferred to ‘C’ Troop, ‘C’ Squadron, 10th Light Horse Regiment at Moascar.

Edward returned to Australia on board Oxfordshire, leaving Cairo on 18 July 1919 and disembarking at Fremantle on 4 August.  He discharged in Western Australia on 19 August 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal (22167) which he received in May 1923.

His military medical documents were forwarded to the Repatriation Commission, Perth in April 1957.

Edward was living at Cadoux, WA when he signed a Statutory Declaration on 28 December 1956 requesting a copy of his discharge, which had been lost in a fire in 1927.  A copy was provided in January 1957.

He signed the Declaration as ‘ Edward Joseph Johnson’. 

Edward Joseph Johnson died in Perth in 1958.
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Sunday Times - Perth, WA - Sunday 6 November 1921:





AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT 1906


AND AMENDMENT ACTS.


TENDERS for the Purchase of the undermentioned leases will be received by E. A. McLarty, Managing Trustee, on the dates specified:


November 14





982/16:


Avon Locations 11269, 11268, 11267, being- Ernest Patrick Johnson and Dorothy Grace Johnson's Conditional Purchase Leases 81303/65, 31343/65 situated 3 miles south of Yoting, containing 480 acres mostly good red loam. jam, york, salmon, gimlet, and white arum, all suitable for cultivation; 208 acres cleared, 212 acres rung; 298 chains 6-wire, 86 chains 3-wire fencing, soak; Iron humpy, valued at £5.


NOVEMBER 18.


[Abridged]





The West Australian - Perth, WA - Wednesday 2 November 1921:





TENDERS


AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT, 1906, AND


AMENDMENT ACTS.


TENDERS for the PURCHASE of the undermentioned LEASES will be received by E. A. McLarty, Managing Trustee, on November 14, 1921:





982/16.


Avon Locations 11269, 11268, 11267, being Ernest Patrick Johnson and Dorothy Grace Johnson's Conditional Purchase Leases 31303/55, 3134/55, situated 3 miles south of Yoting, containing 480 acres, mostly good red loam, jam, york, salmon, gimlet, and white gum, all suitable for cultivation.  208 acres cleared, 212 acres rung, 296 chains 6 wire, 86 chains 3 wire fencing.  Soak.  Iron Humpy, valued at £5.  The improvements are quoted from office records, and are believed to be correct, but the Trustees do not guarantee them.  Tenderers may satisfy themselves as to the improvements and their condition.  All Tenders to be forwarded to the Managing Trustee, Agricultural Bank.  No tender necessarily accepted.





Image of headstone and details of burials courtesy of Australian Cemeteries Index - http://austcemindex.com





Silver War Badge. Circular badge with the words 'FOR KING AND EMPIRE SERVICES RENDERED' around the rim and a voided cypher and crown of George V in the centre. Issued to officers or men who had been retired or discharged on account of age, wounds or sickness that rendered them permanently unfit for further service.








Ernest was Discharged from the A.I.F. on 24 November 1917 as ‘medically unfit not due to misconduct’.  He had 185 days service and was reported as of good character.  He was issued with a Silver War Badge, The King’s Badge included the initials GRI for Georgius Rex Imperator.











