SAPPER JAMES EDWARD JACKSON
8042 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Luton, Bedfordshire, England was the birthplace of James Edward Jackson about 1868 the son of Francis Sear and Betsy (Elizabeth nee Shilton) Jackson.  

He came to Australia.  There is a James Jackson aged twenty-four years departing London on 20 October, 1892 on the Cermuz that could be him.  He settled in the Derwent Valley of Tasmania.
At the Primitive Methodist Church, Paternoster-Row, Hobart he married on 27 June, 1899 to Maud Mary Turner.  In 1914 they were listed in Electoral Rolls at Uxbridge, New Norfolk and he was a farmer.
At the recruiting depot in Hobart (6th Military District) on 29 March, 1917 the farmer deleted ten birthdays to give his age as thirty-nine-years and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 167cms (5ft 5¾ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-93cms (33½-36½ins) and a medium complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and had brown-grey hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo of a sailor and crossed flags on front of left forearm.  Religion on Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Maud Jackson of Moogara, Tas and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion, Claremont camp from 29 March to 4 May, 1917 then transferred to the Miners’ Training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the May, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  On 25 July went sick to the No. 5 Aust General Hospital at MacLeod to the 14 August and re-joined his unit at Seymour.  Further training took place at Bendigo from August 28 to 2 November returning to Seymour until November 20.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with Dobson, Mitchell and Allport, Solicitors, Hobart, Tas.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8042.  The Reinforcements proceeded to Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne for an overnight stay in preparation for departure.
The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.  They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  Boarded the Transport E620 Abbasiah, on January 8, 1918 disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the English Channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918. A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.
On 2 March, 1918 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  Sapper left the Aust Corps Depot in Caestre on March 13 and was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company two days later who were working in hard chalk on dugouts for Brigade Headquarters and additions during heavy artillery attacks of 20,000 enemy shells fired on the Corps front.  
News of their arrival was recorded in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company.



“13/3/18


       80 men marched in from A.G.B.D.”

After only ten days working on the front Sapper Jackson was reported to be missing on 25 March, 1918.  The Unit Diary recorded the following for that day:
“25/3/18            

Orders received from C.R.E. 5th Corps Troops for the Coy to stand by at AVELUY for work on the valley of the ANCRE from BUIRE to MIRAUMONT.  

Picks and shovels drawn and arrangements made to start work as soon as orders received.  Three O.R.s on Motor Cycles sent up to Army Headquarters as dispatch riders.

A charge of 300 lbs was placed in a large mine and 45 lbs in a smaller one.  These were situated 200 yards N.E. and 200 yards S.W. of cross roads, and the small one directly underneath.  These charges were small owing to the difficulty in obtaining explosives.

It was arranged by the C.E. that the signal to blow these craters should be given under authority from 2nd Div. C.R.E. 2nd Div. accordingly detailed Lieut. J. WILSON, A.E. of 483rd Field Coy to get in touch with this Coy, and give the signal.  This sign only to be given when our troops are seen retiring before the enemy or the enemy seen marching up the road.  

At 4.45 p.m. the C.E. cancelled the above arrangements with the 2nd Division owing to a change of Divisional fronts.  He stated that the orders to blow the craters would be given under orders from the 63rd Div.  These latter orders were confirmed by “G” Staff 5th Corps in their G 100.  At 4 p.m. Lt Col THOMAS R.E. who was in charge of the work on the ANCRE Line called on the O.C. and said that the work had been cancelled and that he had ordered to retire.  He advised the O.C. to withdraw his Unit.

At 7 p.m. enemy were reported to be advancing and shells of large calibre were falling AVELUY.”

On 4 April, 1918 he sent a postcard from Wahn, Germany to his brother Mr Frank Sear, Hermitage Road, Whitwick, Leicestershire, England which was intercepted by the Postal Censor and a copy forwarded to Headquarters in London as follows:

My Dear Brother Frank, 


     I have had the bad luck to be taken Prisoner of War.  This was in the big fight of a little over a week ago.  I don’t like it a bit, but I am fairly well treated and I will make the best of it.  Write and tell my wife.  You might enclose this card also tell her I am helping in a big hospital, so I am not so bad off as I might be.  Now dear brother could you and Fred send some twist tobacco.  You will note address on the other side of card marked with a X.  We cannot get tobacco here.  I am not wounded and am in good health.  Tell all the others to write to me, also Lizzie.  I will write as often as I can but it won’t be very often.  Tell my wife to address all letters to you, then you could send them to me.





With best wishes to you all,





  I am,





    Yours faithfully,





        J.E. Jackson  
Documents for him were noted on 7 May, 1918 that he was a prisoner of war in the War Office List No. 13 and reference from the 3rd Echelon, France dated 23 May, 1918 which reads “missing now reported prisoner of war in German hands.”
The 6th Military District was informed (date blurred) that he was a prisoner of war.
His name appeared in the War Prisoners’ list published in the:
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A further postcard was transcribed by the Postal Censor for the War Office, Finsbury Court, Finsbury Pavement E.C. 2 which was dated and recorded as follows:


Regimental Description:

James Edward Jackson

Date:



6/8/18


Camp:



Gustrow “A”


Remarks:


Well


Addressed to:


Mr E. Jackson, Moogara, Tasmania, Australia  


Dated:



24/10/18
He was still a prisoner of war when Peace was declared.  On 25 November, 1918 repatriated from Germany to the P.O.W. Embarkation Camp at Calais and dispatched to England reporting to Headquarters, London the following day.  
His name was in the list of repatriated Tasmanians published in the:
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Sapper was granted leave and to report to Headquarters on 28 December, 1918.  On expiration of leave was granted an extension to December 30 then transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

On 5 March, 1919 Sapper Jackson embarked for Australia from Portland, England on H.T. Nevasa.  Base Records advised his wife on 24 March that he was returning home.  News of their impending arrival was published in:
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News of his arrival to Moogara and a social welcome from residents was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 4 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He returned to Moogara, New Norfolk to continue farming.
Presentation of medals to local soldiers was announced in the:

He attended the local Peace celebrations which were reported in the:


The British War Medal (8219) and the Victory Medal (7895) were issued to wear to Sapper 8042 James Edward Jackson, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
The couple celebrated their silver wedding anniversary which was announced in the:

They had an efficient farm named Highfield comprising of a large dairy and specialized in cheese making.  The district in which they lived experienced a bush fire in February, 1934 with the extent of damage caused to them written about in the:



Mrs Maud Jackson died in March, 1944 and buried in Cornelian Bay Cemetery.  Arrangements were published in the:

A few months later he went to court with proceedings published in the:


James Edward Jackson passed away on 8 February, 1948 at New Norfolk aged 80 years.

Arrangements and announcement were published in the:
An Obituary was placed in the:


The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 15 April, 1948.
On the first anniversary of his death the following was placed in the:

His name is commemorated on the Ex-Prisoners’ of War Memorial at Ballarat, Victoria.
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Examiner (Launceston) Friday May 31, 1918:


PRISONERS OF WAR


Pte C.E. HALL, Macquarie Plains (previously reported missing 28/3/18)


Spr. J.E. JACKSON, Moogara





North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Monday December 16, 1918:


PRISONERS OF WAR – 14 TASMANIANS REPATRIATED


On Saturday morning the Defence Department made available the following list of Tasmanian prisoners of war who have been repatriated.


ARRIVED IN ENGLAND (11)


Spr. J.E. Jackson, Moogara					Article abridged





North-Eastern Advertiser (Scottsdale) Tuesday December 17, 1918:


CASUALTY LISTS 451 & 451a – RELEASED SATURDAY – TASMANIAN CASUALTIES


PRISONERS OF WAR


Spr. J.E. Jackson, (Moogara) Previously reported prisoner of war.			Article abridged








The Argus Friday April 25, 1919:


SOLDIERS DUE TODAY


There will be a double disembarkation of troops today.  The Victorians returning on the s.s. Euripides and the s.s. Nevasa will berth at the new pier, Port Melbourne at 11 o’clock and will be conveyed in motor cars to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street, where relatives and friends should await.  The procession will follow the usual route and the first cars should reach the city at about a quarter past 11 o’clock.


The party will comprise of 700 men, the majority being invalids.          			Article abridged








World (Hobart) Friday May 9, 1919:


PERSONAL MENTION


Private J.E. Jackson, who returned on Wednesday last, was given a welcome home social by the residents of Moogara in the evening.  Private Jackson, enlisted over two years ago, and soon after his arrival in the firing lines was captured, and held prisoner of war until the cessation of hostilities.  During the evening Mr R.S. Telford, on behalf of the residents, presented Private Jackson with a gold medal, suitably inscribed.








Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Saturday 6 July, 1919:


PRESENTATION OF MILITARY MEDALS


A feature of the parade this afternoon on York Park, in hand over senior cadets to the militia units, will be the presentation of six Military Medals, awarded to soldiers who have returned from the war.  The recipients are: Lance Corporal [J.E.] F.E. Jackson, 2nd Tunnelling Company (no. 1 A.G. Hospital, Launceston);								Article abridged








Mercury (Hobart) Saturday August 9, 1919:


MOOGARA


Peace celebrations were held at the State School, Moogara, on Saturday.  Fine weather prevailed and the proceedings passed off successfully.  This is a bush district, and the settlers are widely distributed, but between 40 and 45 children assembled under their teacher (Miss A.M. Reid).  They were provided with tea and a variety of confectionery.  After tea, books were presented to a few of the children who had shown the most industry at school.  The presentation was made by Sapper J.E. Jackson.  A dance in Mr Frank Fenton’s Hall at night brought a very enjoyable day to a close.








Mercury (Hobart) Saturday June 28, 1924:


SILVER WEDDING


JACKSON-TURNER—At the Primitive Methodist Church, Paternoster-row, Hobart, by the Rev. Bride Barber, on 27 June, 1899, James Edward Jackson to Maud Mary, the eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Chas. Turner, Richmond-street, New Norfolk.








Advocate (Burnie) Monday February 12, 1934:


FAMILIES HOMELESS AND DESTITUTE – FIRE LEAVE TRAIL OF RUIN IN SOUTH


MUCH suffering has been caused by the bush fires, especially in the Moogara and Uxbridge districts, where a dozen homes have been burnt and many others desolated.  Several families have had narrow escapes from death.


THE plight of animals has been terrible, Cattle, domestic pets and poultry have been burnt to death.  Stock are threatened with starvation because of the shortage of feed, and so great is their hunger that they are nibbling the blackened branches of trees.


At Uxbridge eleven homes were destroyed, and the inmates had to fight for their lives.  One home was burnt in the Moogara district together with all the contents.  Owners of the properties which were destroyed at Uxbridge are: J. Jackson				Names abridged


DAIRYMAN’S LOSS


Mr [J.E.] A.E. Jackson, of Moogara, lost his house and contents, a cheese-making plant, three and a half tons of cheese, a large quantity of manure, cattle and fowls.


When the flames were approaching Mr Jackson’s home, he and his son removed the cheese and a quantity of furniture, but they had not completed their task then the flames swept over the locality and destroyed all the goods that had been removed.


The flames were fanned by a gale blowing at 60 miles an hour, and the heat was so severe that although the fire was only passing over the grass paddocks, the earth was charred to a depth of two or three inches.





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday February 13, 1934:


POSITION OF STOCK


Mr J.E. Jackson, of Moogara, is one of the hardest hit in this respect.  Prior to the fire, he had approximately 120 well-bred dairy cows on his farm, and while the number has been reduced considerably, he states it will be absolutely impossible for those that were saved to be kept during the winter, unless a run can be found for them.


TEMPORARY HOMES – REMARKABLE FORTITUDE SHOWN


Families in the Uxbridge and Moogara districts, who have lost their homes, are finding temporary refuge at various places


Contd.





Mercury (Hobert) Friday February 16, 1934:





SURVIVING STOCK – OFFERS OF AGISTMENT – MORE NEEDED


Mr H.W. Shoebridge has taken 11 head of cattle from Moogara and is keeping them till feed grows for them.  Mr J. Jackson, with every stick burnt on his property, has 50 or 60 head of cattle, all this is left of his fine herd of 120 dairy cattle and there are many, many others.





WE CAN FIGHT ON – FORTITUDE OF SETTLERS


An indication of the extremely pressing need for assistance to save the large number of stock in the fire-affected area of Uxbridge and Moogara was provided yesterday in a letter received from Mr J.E. Jackson, of Moogara, whose fine dairy farm was practically wiped out on Friday last.


Mr Jackson has reared a family of 13 during the 36 years he has resided in the Moogara district, and at the time of the fire he had 120 milch cows on his property, which was swept by fire from end to end.  Every building including the homestead, was lost, and Mr and Mrs Jackson and seven of their children are living in an old house on the property of Mr F. Fenton.


Mr Jackson in his letter, states: “If we are to save our cattle, and this is our chief concern, it will be necessary to send us a good supply of fodder.  At a rough guess I think there are about 400 foodless cattle at Moogara, chiefly milking cows, most of which are dry.  All of us here can fight on, and eventually right ourselves if we can save our cows, but if we lose them, we shall be down for good; that is certain.  Some are suggesting shooting the cows, but to do so would be to surrender without a fight.”





Their resilience and preservation for stock was evident in further articles published in the:





continues


Remarkable fortitude is being shown by the people who have lost everything in the fires.  Mrs J.E. Jackson, of Moogara, the mother of 13 children, seven of whom were at home when their farm was wiped out, provides a glowing example   She visited the Moogara hall yesterday for provisions to carry the family over for the time being, and when questioned about the trying time the family had experienced said “Oh, well, we have a lot to be thankful for, you know.  Mr Frank Fenton has given is an old house to live in, and we are really very comfortable considering all things.”





SALVAGED CHEESE


“A man must eat,” said a fire-fighter on Saturday, when he chopped himself a piece of cheese with an axe from the burning stack of 3½ tons of matured cheese on Mr J.E. Jackson’s property at Moogara.  Some of the cheeses, although burnt on the outside, were perfectly sound, and many of them were salvaged by persons who visited the locality to view the great damage that had been done by the fire.





Mr J.E. Jackson 


with his burning cheeses.


Photos Mercury 12 February, 1934








Mercury (Hobart) Monday March 27, 1944:


FUNERAL NOTICES


JACKSON—Friends of the late Mrs Maud Mary Jackson, late of Highfield, Moogara, are respectfully invited to attend her funeral which will move from the Funeral Parlours of the undersigned on Monday (This Day) at 3 pm, arriving at Cornelian Bay Cemetery, 3.20 pm.


HOOPER AND BURGESS


Funeral Directors





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday May 23, 1944:





HOBART POLICE COURT NEWS


RECOVERY OF TENEMENT


John Kenneth Bennett pleaded not guilty to a complaint by James Edward Jackson that he had failed to quit premises at Moogara.  Mr W.E. Cox (Dobson, Mitchell and Allport) appeared for Jackson and Mr R. Fagan for Bennett.


Jackson said that about four years ago Bennett asked for and was given permission to trap on his property.  He allowed Bennett to live in one of the two cottages on the farm, rent free.  After the trapping season Bennett worked in the dairy and was paid wages.  After a fight Bennett “sacked himself,” and said he was going trapping.  Bennett was still in the cottage, and he had never been charged rent.


After an adjournment Mr Cox said it had been found that a house possibly would be available, and an undertaking would be given that Bennett would try to go into it in the next 14 days.  On that basis counsel would agree to an adjournment.


There hearing was adjourned until June 5.  











Mr J.E. Jackson - Photo Ancestry Public Member Tree submitted by Faye7249 9/6/2013





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday February 10, 1948:


DEATHS


JACKSON —On February 8, 1948, James Edward, beloved husband of the late Maud Mary Jackson, of Moogara, aged 80 years.  Late Sapper 2nd Engineers Tunnelling Coy, 1st A.I.F.


CREMATIONS


JACKSON—Friends of the late Mr James Edward Jackson, late of Moogara, are respectfully invited to attend his funeral, which will move from the funeral parlours of the undersigned on Wednesday (Tomorrow) at 2.30 pm, arriving Crematorium Chapel, Cornelian Bay, at 2.55 pm.


HOOPER & BURGESS





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday February 11, 1948:


CREMATION


JACKSON—Friends of the late Mr James Edward Jackson, late of Moogara, are respectfully invited to attend his funeral, which will more from the funeral parlours of the undersigned on Wednesday (This Day), at 2.30 pm, arriving Crematorium Chapel, Cornelian Bay, at 2.55 p.m.


HOOPER & BURGESS


Funeral Directors





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday February 11, 1948:


DEATH OF MR J.E. JACKSON – MOOGARA PIONEER


MOOGARA district in the Derwent Valley lost one of its oldest settlers in Mr James Edward Jackson, who died in Hobart on Sunday at the age of 80 years.


MR JACKSON migrated from England before the First World War, and set up a home in the bush at Moogara, about 14 miles from New Norfolk to build up one of the largest dairy farms and cheesemaking factories in Southern Tasmania.


With his wife, who died about three years ago, Mr Jackson reared a family of nine sons and five daughters.


An authority on grasses and their culture, Mr Jackson introduced the famous clover Lotus Major to Moogara, and the fodder served as the basis of his successful dairying project.


				Cont’d





Continues:


No property in the Derwent Valley suffered more in the disastrous bush fires in 1934 than that occupied by Mr Jackson.  It was almost completely burnt out, including the home and dairy.


Mr Jackson started out again and built his dairy herd on a new foundation.  Within three years he was completely re-established.


Members of his family are: Messrs Patrick, Edward, Eric, Oscar, Tasman, Dennis, Henry, William and James Jackson (sons), Mesdames M. Maggs (N.S.W.), K. McClause (N.S.W.), A. Tatnell (Taranna) L. Cole (N.S.W.), G. Jocker (Hobart)


The funeral will take place at Cornelian Bay today.





Mercury (Hobart) Tuesday February 8, 1949:


IN MEMORIAM


JACKSON—In loving memory of James Edward Jackson, who passed away February 8, 1948.


		God walked in His peaceful garden,


  		   Looking for one of the best,


		He clasped my dear father’s hand


  		   And took him home to rest.


		The golden gate stood open,


  		   On that sad, unhappy day,


		When God whispered to my dear father,


		   Come, you must not stay.


Inserted by his loving son, Jim, Daph and grandchildren, Ashby, Ross.





Ex-Prisoners of War Memorial, Ballarat, Vic - Photo sourced from atlas-assets roadtrippers.com 








