SAPPER / PRIVATE JOSEPH HUTCHINS

143 – Mining Corps / 5134 24th Battalion
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Joseph Hutchins was born in Jung Jung, Victoria about 1882   the son of Thomas and Lena (nee Edwards) Hutchins.  In 1915 he was a stockman working in the Cloncurry district of Western Queensland.

Cloncurry had no authorised centre to process volunteers therefore they travelled to larger centres. At the Townsville Recruiting Depot on November 13, 1915 he passed the medical examination to enlist for service abroad.  Two days later his application was accepted and Attestation forms were completed.  

These reveal he was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall and weighed 53.6kgs (118lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-87cms (32-34ins). Dark was his complexion with brown eyes and black hair.  A distinctive mark was a vaccination scar on his left arm.  Church of England was his religion and next-of-kin was firstly nominated as his brother Thomas Hutchins but later changed to his father Mr Thomas Hutchins of Nathalia, Vic.  He was sworn in the same day.

Acknowledgement to the large group of departing volunteers was published in the Townsville Daily Bulletin on Tuesday November 16, 1915:
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The Australian Mining Corps was still in its establishment when he arrived at Casula camp, near Liverpool for training.  He was assigned to the No. 1 Company, Mining Corps with the regimental number 143 in the rank of Sapper.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

Sapper Hutchins was one of 1,248 members of the Corps who boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

On February 27, 1916 Sapper Hutchins was sent to the H.S.P. Depot. [Heavy Stressed Platform Depot]

He did not attend the parade held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Due to his debility Sapper Hutchins did not embark from Melbourne on March 1 aboard Ulysses and he ceased to be a part of the Corps.
When released he was discharged to the Reserve Company on May 18 remaining until allotted on May 22 to the 13th Reinforcements for the 24th Battalion with a new regimental number 5134 in the rank of Private.  Training continued pending departure.

The Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne on July 28, 1916 and arrived at Plymouth, England on September 11, 1916.  They marched into camp for further training for the front.

On November 16, 1916 the Reinforcements marched out of the 6th Training Brigade and departed England on board S.S. Victoria from Folkstone for the crossing to France.  The following day arrived at the 2nd Aust. General Base Depot at Etaples and was taken on strength to reinforce the 2nd Division on February 15, 1917.

Private Hutchins was wounded in action on May 3, 1917 and admitted to the 5th Aust. Field Ambulance then transferred to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station with a gunshot wound to his right leg.  He was sent to the 3rd A.C.C.S. and conveyed on A.T. to Rouen being admitted to the 1st Aust. General Hospital.

He left Havre for England on May 14, 1917 on the hospital ship Essequito and admitted to the 2nd Southern General Hospital in Bristol the next day diagnosed with gunshot wound right leg, severe.  His next-of-kin was notified on May 27 that he was wounded in action and further advised on May 30 of the hospital he was a patient in.  A report stating he was ‘progressing favourably’ was issued on June 12, 1917. 

On July 17, 1917 was discharged to furlough and to report to the Depot at Weymouth on July 31.  He marched into from Aust. Headquarters London to Weymouth as ordered.  Information was forwarded on August 8 to next-of-kin that he was ‘convalescent’.  

A transfer took place on August 15, 1917 when he went from No. 3 Command Depot to the No. 2 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  On August 28, 1917 his disability was classified as B1a4.

When recuperated he went from Hurdcott to the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs to recover his fitness and return to the front.  

Private Hutchins proceeded overseas to France via Southampton on October 14, 1917 marching into Havre the following day and rejoined his unit on October 20.

On January 4, 1918 he was sent sick to the 6th A.F.A. with Scabies and was discharged to duty on January 15, 1918 and returned to his unit.

He was wounded in action for the second occasion on March 21, 1918 and taken to the 5th A.F.A. then to the 10th C.C.S suffering from a shell gas attack.  He was transferred to the 2nd C.C.S.

On March 24, 1918 he was admitted to the 34th General Hospital at Boulogne and two days later was transferred to England and admitted the next day to the Central Military Hospital at Eastbourne.  His family were informed on April 10, 1918 of his second wounding.

To convalesce he was sent to the 3rd Aust. Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on May 2, 1918.  News was sent to family on May 13 naming the hospital where he was being treated.

 A month later was discharged to furlough on June 3 and to report to No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on June 19.  As ordered he marched in from Aust. Headquarters, London on time for fitness training.

He was transferred to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge-Deverill on July 15, 1918.  

The following offence was dealt with on July 19, 1918:



Offence:
18/7/18 Sandhill Gambling in the lines



Award:

10 days F.P. No. 2 [Field punishment] by Capt. D. Barnes 19/7/18.

On August 8, 1918 he proceeded overseas to France via Southampton and arrived at Havre marching into the Aust. Infantry Divisional Base.  Two days later he rejoined his unit.

He was wounded in action for the third occasion on September 1, 1918 and taken to the 9th A.F.A. with a shell wound to his shoulder and then relocated to the 37th C.C.S.  The next day he was conveyed on A.T. to the 6th General Hospital at Rouen and was sent to England on September 5 and admitted to the V.A.D. Hospital (attached to the 2nd Southern General Hospital at Cheltenham, Bristol) diagnosed with gunshot would right shoulder and thigh, slight the next day.  Next-of-kin was advised on September 19 of his third occasion wounding and his admittance and name of the hospital in England.  A further notice was issued on September 27, 1918 with further news.

He was discharged on October 22, 1918 and to report to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the next day.  He arrived from Administration Headquarters, London at Weymouth on October 24, 1918.  It seems he was on furlough when Armistice was declared on November 11, 1918.

He returned from leave and reported to the No. 1 Command Depot on November 16, 1918 and was moved to Sutton Veny camp the same day.

He departed England for Australia on December 12, 1918 on board H.T. Nestor for discharge due to gunshot wound to the throat.  On January 14, 1919 next-of-kin were advised of his impending return.  The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) and he disembarked on February 1st remaining in the 3rd Military District.

On April 23, 1919 his military discharge was received in Melbourne (3rd M.D.)

The British War Medal (49050) and the Victory Medal (48149) were dispatched in May 1923 to Sapper 143 / Private 5134 Joseph Hutchins, Mining Corps / 24th Battalion for serving his country.  

These were returned but on September 15, 1923 advice as to were to forward them was issued care of his father, Mr Thomas Hutchins.  Joseph advised his address as Urangeline, via Urana, N.S.W. and they were receipted as collected by him on November 19, 1923.

A Statement of his Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Department in Melbourne, Vic on July 23, 1937.

It is possible that the property was part of the Soldier Settler Scheme as he continued to reside in the Riverina district at Urangeline, via Urana as a farmer until after 1937.

Joseph Hutchins died on August 16, 1953 aged 71 years which was registered at North Fitzroy, Melbourne, Victoria.  He was buried at Springvale Botanical Cemetery in the Church of England Section N in Row 23, grave 23.
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NORTHERN VOLUNTEERS


A party of thirty eight volunteers left by the Bingera on Monday night for Enoggera camp.  The names and districts of the volunteers are as under:


Charters Towers—Harry Couch, Hugh Campbell Miller, Ralph Kettle and Harry Morseley.


Ayr—James Allan, David Glass, Alfred Theopolis Langtree, Herbert Stockham.


Cloncurry—John Henry Dalley, John Green, William Andrew Green, Michael John Grey, Joseph Hutchins, Lawrence Hubert Knightley, James Bernard McManus, Henry Clifford Steele.


Friezland—Thomas Grant.


Hughenden—Alexander Beatty, George Phillips, George Emerson Stobart.


Ingham—Charles Percy Rose, William Stack.


Ravenswood—Robert Collins, William George Duncan, Frederick Ernest Matthews, John Pattinson.


Richmond—Francis Patrick Conserdyne.


Selwyn—Henry Lysaght, Rupert Maggs, Percy John Woolcock.


Townsville—John Byrnes, Joseph Campbell, Percy Henry Carkeet, James Doolan, Edward Hansford Draisey, William George Gregory, Charles Alfred Johnson, Peter Robert Johnstone, George Rickard Maby, William Gladstone Moore


Winton—Frederick Joseph Henry Alloway, James O’Brien.








“A Patient Sufferer Gone To Rest”
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