SERGEANT ALFRED REYNOLDS HUNTLEY

4900 – Tunnelling Company Details
Alfred Reynolds Huntley was born in Glebe, Sydney, NSW in 1869 the son of Frederick and Elizabeth (formerly Wilson) Huntley.  He married May Evelyn Cook in 1903.  His military experience was with the Naval Artillery Volunteers which had been disbanded.  His occupation was a Commercial Traveller.

On January 4, 1915 Alfred applied to join the Aust. Imperial Forces at Liverpool, NSW and the following day passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken that day show he was aged forty-four years and eleven months with a dark complexion, grey eyes and dark brown hair.  His height was 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall and weighed 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-84cms (31-33ins).  Vaccination scars appeared all over his body which were classed as distinctive marks.  Church of England was his faith.  Attestation Forms were signed on January 9, 1915 and nominated his wife Mrs May Evelyn Huntley of 127 Carabella Street, North Sydney, NSW as next-of-kin allotting three-fifths of his pay to her and their children.  

Basic training commenced as a Private on January 9 with the 4th Reinforcements to the 1st Battalion at Liverpool Camp and finished on March 23, 1915.  The next day he was transferred to the Staff at Liverpool Headquarters remaining until January 1, 1916 when he took up duty with the Army Pay Office until February 28, 1916.  For service abroad he was transferred to the 1st Reinforcements of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company which consisted of one Officer and seventeen other ranks.  The rank of Sapper with the Regimental number 4900 was assigned to him.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 17, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) as well as two sections from Queensland (6 officers and 152 O.Rs.) plus their 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks for final training together and prepared to embark.  A promotion to Acting Sergeant for the ‘Voyage Only’ was granted and to receive Extra Duty Pay.

The 7713-tons transport H.M.A.T. A69 Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:
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The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs.  The ship departed the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at No. 3 Camp Parkhouse.  The following day he was promoted to Sergeant his service card marked Tunnelling Company Details.

On September 8, 1916 he left No. 3 Camp and marched into Perham Downs Camp.  He suffered Subluxation [sprain accompanied by partial dislocation] of his left knee for two months and had no objection to being invalided home to Australia.

Sergeant Huntley embarked on February 13, 1917 from Plymouth, Eng on board the H.T. Ulysses marked for a change.  On March 20, 1917 Base Records advised Mrs M.E. Huntley of Carr Street and Bay Road, North Sydney, NSW that her husband was due in Sydney about the beginning of April but could not disclose the name of the transport.

The H.T. A38 Ulysses docked in Melbourne, Vic on April 12, 1917 and two days later arrived in Sydney, NSW.

Sergeant Huntley received his Military Discharge being medically unfit on May 15, 1917 in Sydney, (2nd M.D.) due to subluxation of left knee.  The following day he was granted a Pension of $3 (£1/10/-) per fortnight to his address at Woomba Street, Turramurra, NSW as from May 16, 1917.

The Victoria Barracks Pay Officer of the 2nd Military District wrote to Base Records on May 15, 1917 requesting if they had a record of any promotion.  On May 23, 1917 Base Records replied that he had returned to Australia as a Sergeant but had no further information about his rank.

On January 31, 1918 his Pension was amended to $1.50 (15/-) per fortnight to be sent to 51 Park Road, Centennial Park, NSW.  The following pensions to his dependants were also amended:


Huntley, May Evelyn 

amended from $1.50 (15/-) per fortnight to 75cents (7/6).


Huntley, Annie Elizabeth
granted pension of 50cents (5/-) per fortnight from 27/5/18.


Huntley, Alfred Reynolds
granted pension of 39cents (3/9) per fortnight from 27/5/18.

A Statement of Service was issued to the Department of Repatriation in Sydney, NSW on December 2, 1919.

A letter from Defence Finance Department was written on July 22, 1920 to Base Records seeking verification as to his official promotion to Sergeant.  They also required the following from the Historical Records Section:


Can the attached Routine Order be verified from your files as being a true copy of R.O. 15


issued by the C.O. Tunnelling Coy. Camp at Perham Downs in August, 1916?

Reply:

The attached Routine Order No. 15 of 5/8/16 issued by Major T.H. Vincent as C.O. Tunnelling Coy Camp is an exact copy of the order filed in this section.

Base Records added that investigation showed that this case was referred by D.F.O. 2nd M.D. to the Chief Paymaster, London in April 1919, who took up the matter with the Records Section and Headquarters, A.I.F. Depots in the United Kingdom.  
Their efforts to secure verification of the claim by the soldier that he received his promotion through the Camp Routine Order, No. 15 were unsuccessful; an entry was then promulgated in Daily Order No. 155 of 1919, showing soldier’s reversion from Acting Sergeant to Sapper on July 18, 1916 – which was the date he marched into camp.  Since that date further verification was obtained of his promotion through vide Minutes 2 & 3 above.  Sergeant Huntley’s record was then amended to show his rank of Sergeant as from 19.7.16. 

Sergeant 4900 Alfred Reynolds Huntley, No. 4 Tunnelling Company served his country but there is no record of the British War Medal being awarded to him.

In 1930 he was a Commercial Traveller with their residence at Old Windsor Road, Wentworthville.  He was a bookkeeper at Goonangledene, Bodella in 1933 while his wife was at 5 Hill Street, Rosewell.  In 1936 they were living at Porter’s in Babinda, North Queensland.
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Alfred R. Huntley passed away on January 17, 1937 aged 67 years.  The following notice was published in the Cairns Post on Monday January 18, 1937:

His grave is located in the Church of England section of the Babinda Cemetery, North Queensland in Row J Grave no. 7.


Babinda Cemetery, Qld

Mrs M.E. Huntley returned to Sydney, NSW and was residing at 10A Kent Street, Rose Bay in 1949 and 9 Balfour Road, Rose Bay in 1954.  She died in 1967.
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Town & Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 25, 1916:





FUNERAL NOTICES


HUNTLEY—The Friends of Relatives of Mrs A.R. HUNTLEY are hereby invited to attend the funeral of her late husband, Alfred Reynolds Huntley, late A.I.F., which will leave the Babinda District Hospital on January 19, at 4 p.m.


Members of the R.S.S.I.L.A. and Masonic Fraternity are invited to attend.  Sydney Papers please copy.








