SAPPER JOHN FRANKLIN MUNRO HULL
8120 – 1st Tunnelling Company
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O’Brien’s Bridge, Glenorchy, near Hobart, Tasmania was the birthplace of John Franklin Munro Hull on 2 March, 1868 the son of John Franklin Octavius and Mary Ann (nee Lester) Hull.  His birth was announced in the:
In 1901 he was remanded to Queensland on a charge of false pretences which was reported in the:
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He was re-arrested charged with another offence and appeared before the Supreme Court in 1902 with proceedings published in the:


He was a thirty-five-year-old accountant in Newtown, Sydney when married in St Peter’s Church of England, Sydney, New South Wales on 25 November, 1903 to Marjorie Josephine Birch.  She was seventeen years of age and also born in Hobart.
He became insolvent in June, 1911 with the notice to creditors published in the:


At Victoria Barracks, Sydney the forty-four-year-old married mining engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination on 20 August, 1917.  Personal particulars taken show he was living at Milton, Arcadia Street, Coogee, Sydney and was 170cms 5ft 7ins) tall with a chest expansion of 83-90cms (32½-35½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed the following day and describe him further weighing 61.81kgs (136lbs) with a medium complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and grey hair.   Distinctive marks were a mole on front of his shoulder with red moles on his back.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Marjorie Josephine Hull of Milton, Arcadia Street, Coogee, Sydney, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Basic training for the new recruit commenced from 6th to 10 September at the Showground camp Sydney then sent to the Engineer Reinforcements training at Moore Park.  A month later on October 8 was transferred to the Mining Corps training camp at Bendigo, Victoria joining the June, 1917 Tunnelling Reinforcements on October 10 for further instruction.   In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8120.
Sapper Hull was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917 and at Port Said the same day was to be Acting EDP Corporal (Extra Duty Pay).  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops departed on January, 9, 1918 and then boarded HMT Kashgar arriving at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  He was admitted sick with measles to the 79th General Hospital at Taranto while the reinforcements were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day.  Acting Lance Corporal Hull remained in hospital and arrived at Parkhouse on 4 March, 1918 and reverted to rank of Sapper.
His promotion date to Acting Lance Corporal was queried by authorities.  He was appointed to be E.D.P. Corporal on 15 March at Parkhouse until proceeding overseas to France and reverted to Sapper.  On 8 April left Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Nine days later marched out and was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 19 April at Saulty to a little snow and sleet that day.
On 20 May, 1918 went sick to the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and transferred to the 43rd Casualty Clearing Station.  From there was conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen suffering P.U.O.

Sapper Hull died of disease from pneumonia at 1.45 a.m. on 26 May, 1918 aged 50 years after about seven weeks at the front.  Burial took place the following day in St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France by Rev. A.T. Agnew who was attached to the 10th General Hospital in Extension block Q, plot II, row D in grave no. 15.
News of his demise was transmitted to the 2nd Military District on 31 May, 1918 and confirmation of cable returned on 3 June.  A copy of his service records was made for the Pension Department.  On 12 June his Will was forwarded to the 2nd Military District.
He left all his civil and military property to his wife at their Coogee address as per his Will dated at Bendigo, Vic on 30 October, 1917.

The Mutual Life and Citizens’ Assurance Company Ltd of Sydney wrote to Base Records on 14 June, 1918 requesting the usual certificate of death together with identification particulars for their late member.  Formal acknowledgment was returned on 19 June.

His name was among those soldiers listed in the Casualty Lists published in the:


The Kit Store, Hammersmith, London prepared an Inventory for return of his personal effects on 17 June, 1918 on the transport Australcrag to Australia:

Disc, letters, photos, cards, 2 wallets, diary, metal match box, strop, pipe cleaner, 2 pipes, testament, pr   spectacles in case, badge, leather pouch, 2 razors, comb, metal wrist watch, guard and strap, penknife, housewife, 3 chevrons, rubber stamp, 2 old cheques, references, 2 miners rights, odd papers.

1 cheque book in another package.
The Public Trustee at 67 Castlereagh Street, Sydney also wrote to Base Records requesting a certificate of death, address prior to enlistment and name of person nominated as next-of-kin.  Formal acknowledgment was returned on 25 June, 1918.  
A certificate of report of death was prepared on 14 August, 1918 and a reply giving his pre-enlistment address and next-of-kin were included in their letter.  Further requests for certificates of death were issued on 21 September, 1918 and another issued from Base Records to the Trustee.
The same day a certificate of report of death was also issued to the M.L.C. Company along with identification particulars requested.

Mrs Marjorie Hull at Arcadia Street, Coogee, widow, received a military pension from 31 July, 1918 of forty shillings per fortnight and their son Lance Hull a pension of twenty shillings per fortnight. 

On 5 November, 1918 the Public Trustee requested a further certificate of death for the soldier and a duplicate copy was prepared on 14 November by Base Records.

Base Records forwarded by registered post one package containing his personal effects on 19 December, 1918 to his widow and the other parcel on December 24.  Mrs Hull receipted delivery on December 29 stating the inventory was complete.

On 13 February, 1919 Base Records wrote to Mrs Hull in reference to the regrettable loss of her husband and was now in receipt of advice which showed that he was admitted to the Field Hospital sick on 20-5-18, transferred to the 5th Canadian Clearing Station on 21-5-18 thence by Ambulance train to the 12th General Hospital where he died at 1.45 a.m. on 26-5-18.  They advised that graves were receiving the upmost care and attention where possible to these soldiers.  It was understood that photographs were being taken where practicable and these would be transmitted to next-of-kin.  The writer further advised that these additional details were furnished by direction, it being the policy of the Department to forward all information received in connection with deaths of members of the Australian Imperial Force.
On 12 December, 1919 the circular and booklet regarding graves was dispatched to Mrs M. Hull.  A final reminder was issued on 6 February, 1922.

Photographs of his grave in triplicate was transmitted to his next-of-kin on 28 January, 1920.

For his supreme sacrifice the British War Medal (59299) and the Victory Medal (58217) were issued to Sapper John Franklin Munro Hull, 1st Tunnelling Company in service for his country.

The War Medal was sent 24 June, 1921 to the Commandant, 2nd Military District for distribution to his widow.

The Memorial Scroll (345861) was posted on 13 July, 1921 to Mrs Hull who receipted delivery on July 15. 

Mrs Hull was sent the pamphlet Where the Australians’ Rest on 30 June, 1921.

The Memorial Plaque (345861) was sent from Base Records to Mrs Hull who acknowledged delivery on 13 December, 1922.

The Victory Medal left by registered post (2529) on 26 May, 1923 and received on May 31.
On 10 December, 1923 outstanding form A was posted to next-of-kin.
Base Records advised Mrs Hull at her Coogee address on 4 January, 1926 that her husband was interred in St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen.

Solicitors, Dobson, Mitchell and Allport of 111 Macquarie Street, Hobart wrote to Base Records on 9 June, 1958 urgently requiring a death certificate or other evidence of death of this soldier whom they referred to as Hill, who died in France in 1918.  They would be obliged if their office could provide them with a certified copy, under seal, if possible, of any records they may have of the deceased’s death.  They would undertake any costs incurred.  A further letter was sent correcting his surname from Hill to Hull.

Base Records forwarded the Certificate of Death on 23 June, 1958 they required advising that there was no charge for this service.

His sacrifice is commemorated on panel 26 in the Commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT.

His grave can be located in St Sever Cemetery Extension, Rouen, France in plot Q II, row D, grave no. 15.


LEST WE FORGET

© Donna Baldey 2023

www.tunnellers.net
Launceston Examiner Tuesday March 10, 1868:


BIRTHS


HULL—At Glenorchy, on 3rd March, the wife of John F. Hull, Esq. of a son.	





Tasmanian News (Hobart) Tuesday July 30, 1901:


FURTHER REMANDED


John Franklin Munro Hull, charged with obtaining £25 and £115 from J.T. Lea, of Brisbane, was further remanded for a week.





Tasmanian News Thursday September 12, 1901:


REMANDED TO BRISBANE


John Franklin Munro Hull was remanded to Brisbane on a charge of false pretences, and was ordered to be handed over to the custody of Constable Reynolds, a member of the Queensland police force.  The amount involved is £115.





Daily Telegraph Saturday December 14, 1901:


QUEENSLAND


BRISBANE, Friday.


The Full Court to-day quashed the conviction of J.F.M. Hull for false pretences, on the ground that a certain letter had been wrongly admitted as evidence.





Week (Brisbane) Friday March 28, 1902:


IN CRIMINAL JURISDICTION


In the Supreme Court on March 19, before his Honour Mr Justice Real passed sentence on John Franklin Munro Hull.


Mr P.B. Macgregor (instructed by Mr A. Down) appeared for the prisoner.  Mr J.J. Kingsbury (instructed by the Crown solicitor) appeared for the Crown.


The prisoner, John Franklin Munro Hull, had been convicted on an indictment charging him with having fraudulently procured one Archibald John Ray M’Donald to forge, at Sydney, documents purporting to be message to be sent by electric telegraph, signed A.F. Hull, which act so done by M’Donald was an offence under the laws in force in Sydney, and the indictment contained an averment that the prosecution was instituted against the prisoner at the request of the Government of New South Wales.


In reply to his Honour, Mr Macgregor said that prisoner was sentenced by Mr Justice Cooper on November 13.  The conviction was quashed on December 13, and on the same date prisoner was re-arrested.  For four or five weeks before his second trial prisoner was out on bail.


His Honour, addressing the prisoner, said he had taken the case into consideration.  Of course the learned judge who had the case before him on the former transaction, although the offence was not the same, had all the circumstances connected with the present offence before him, and must necessarily have taken them into consideration as part of the ingredients of the offence, just as he (Mr Justice Real) had taken into consideration prisoner’s character and everything else.  He had taken for granted that the statement of counsel was correct. 


Mr Kingsbury said that was so, as far as he knew.


His Honour said he would not sentence the prisoner to any higher penalty than Mr Justice Cooper gave him, and he had taken into consideration that if prisoner continued to serve his sentence, something like four months would have gone.  He would pass a sentence of eighteen months from the present date.  The sentence was that prisoner be kept at hard labour in Brisbane goal for one year and six calendar months.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Wednesday June 7, 1911:


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF NEW SOUTH WALES – IN BANKRUPTCY – NOTICE TO CREDITORS


ACCOUNTS with plans of distribution in the undermentioned estates, showing dividends as specified, are now filed in the Office of the Registrar in Bankruptcy, Citizens’ Chambers, Moore-street, Sydney for the inspection of persons interested; and notice is hereby given that such accounts and plans will be submitted to the Court for confirmation on Friday, 23rd June, 1911, if not previously objected to:


No. 18,702 John Franklin Munro Hull, of Sydney					Article abridged





Sun (Sydney) Saturday June 15, 1918:


LONG LIST OF WOUNDED – NEW SOUTH WALES


DIED OTHER CAUSES


Spr. J.F.M. HULL, Coogee (illness)							Article abridged





Farmer and Settler (Sydney) Tuesday July 16, 1918:


DEAD, OTHER CAUSES – NEW SOUTH WALES


M—Spr. J.F.M. Hull, (Coogee), illness.							Article abridged





Original grave of Spr J.F.M. Hull


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree submitted by Bruce Hull 6/3/2023





His grave in St Sever Cemetery Extension, France


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Dominique Lesueur








