SAPPER ROBERT HUGHES

5553 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Robert “Bob” Hughes was born in Merewether, Newcastle, New South Wales in 1893 the son of Joseph and Mary Hughes and was educated at Wickham School.  He married in 1914 to Rachel Thompson.

At the Recruiting Depot at Hamilton, NSW on April 26, 1916 the twenty-two year old married bread carter applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination personal particulars taken reveal he was 179cms (5ft 10½ins) in height with a chest measurement of 86cms (34ins).  Declared fit for service his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Papers were completed adding further information of a dark complexion with his brown eyes testing to good vision and had black hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Two vaccination scars were classed as a distinctive mark and chest expansion was 82-87cms (32-34ins).  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs R. Hughes of 154 Lindsay Street, Hamilton and later changed to 40 Railway Street, Cook’s Hill, Newcastle, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced in the rank of Private from May 8, 1916 with ‘B Coy’ Newcastle Depot Battalion until transferred on July 5 to the Miners’ Reinforcements Camp at Seymour, Victoria.  Later was assigned to the October, 1916 Reinforcement to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5553.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  From there they arrived at the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone on board the S.S. Onward on January 28, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

Sapper Hughes was attached on Supernumerary strength with the 1st Aust Tunnelling Company in the field on February 2, 1917 and taken on strength on February 6.   The company was maintaining their secretive work underground on the Hill 60 Mining System.  Towards the end of May the Ypres Sector became packed with Divisions moving up to complete the long awaited British Plan for Messines Ridge.
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On May 27, 1917 Sapper Hughes was severely wounded in action suffering gunshot wounds to both thighs and taken to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station.  The following are extracts from the Company’s War Diary:

The following day on May 28, 1917 Sapper Hughes died from his wounds at the Clearing Station.  He was interred in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery at Poperinghe with the burial officiated by J.O. Murray G.F. of the 3rd Canadian C.C.S.  He was twenty-three years old.

A Field Service Report was completed a day later and news forwarded to Base Records in Australia who notified his wife.  His name appeared among the notices of the casualties from the area published in:  

[image: image2.jpg]



Advice was forwarded on June 6 and a copy made for the Pension’s Department on June 12, 1917.  An Urgent Telegram was sent to Base Records in Melbourne the same day inquiring of the following:

“Can wife of five five five three late Sapper R Hughes obtain death certificate




Millard”

Base Records replied the same day by mail advising that necessary official confirming documents covering report of the death of Sapper R. Hughes, 1st Tunnelling Company were not to hand from the front, however on receipt a report of death would be forwarded to her.  This letter was returned unclaimed at 154 Lindsay Street, Hamilton.

Mrs Hughes expressed her thanks which appeared in the:
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His death was also announced in:
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The Anzac Section G.H.Q. received official service reports on June 20, 1917.  His name appeared in the 314th Casualty List which was published in:
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The following Church Notice advertised a Memorial Service to be held in the: 
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Mrs Hughes was granted a pension of £2 per fortnight from August 6, 1917.  Edna Hughes (ex-nuptial child surnamed Thompson) was also granted £1 per fortnight from the same date.
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A letter from his comrade was sent to his mother explaining the circumstances of his death and was reprinted in the:

Personal Effects were forwarded by the transport Ulysses from the A.I.F. Kit Store in Hammersmith, London to Base Records in Melbourne.  Their inventory stated he had stored:

   2 Identity discs, 1 Key, Letters, Lock of hair, Metal ring, 2 Coins, Photos, Match box cover and Wallet

These items were returned to his widow on February 15, 1918 in a registered packet (2273) from Records in Melbourne and receipted by her on February 25.  There were no personal effects in his Kit.

On the anniversary of his death his family and friends placed bereavement notices in the Roll of Honour column of the:
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On December 8, 1919 a circular and booklet were dispatched to his wife in regards to War Graves.

For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 5553 Robert Hughes, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (57382) and the Victory Medal (50700).  The War Medal was forwarded for distribution to his widow by the Commandant, 2nd Military District on April 29, 1921.  The Victory Medal was posted on April 12, 1923.

The booklet ‘Where the Australians Rest’ and a pamphlet were sent out on May 18, 1921 to Mrs Hughes.

Photographs of his grave were sent to Mrs Hughes on November 25, 1921 and receipted on December 1. 

The Memorial Scroll (324937) went out to his widow on December 15, 1921. 

Posted directly to his widow on August 23, 1922 was the Memorial Plaque (324937).

Base Records forwarded on April 15, 1958 a Certificate of Death for Sapper Robert Hughes in connection with the Estate of Frank Hughes to the Branch Manager, Public Trustee, Box 660, Newcastle in reply to their communication of March 30, 1958.
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Robert Hughes’ grave is located in portion XII of the Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, Belgium, row B, grave number 31A.


LEST WE FORGET

His brother also served

PRIVATE JOSEPH EDWARD HUGHES

2319 – 36th Battalion
Joseph Edward Hughes was born in 1890 at Broadmeadow, Newcastle, New South Wales the son on Joseph and Mary Hughes.  He was educated at the Hamilton Superior Public School.  He married in 1912 to Margaret Bell with their union registered at Hamilton.

On June 28, 1916 at Broadmeadow camp the twenty-five year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Details taken reveal he was 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins).  He was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed on July 12, 1916 describing him further as dark in complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had dark brown hair.  He weighed 65.4kgs (144lbs) and had no distinctive marks.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Margaret Hughes of Denison Street, Hamilton and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He took the enlistment Oath the same day.

Basic Training commenced on July 12 with ‘D Coy’ Newcastle Depot Battalion until August 21 when he was transferred to “A Coy’ 4th Reinforcement to the 36th Battalion in the rank of Private with the regimental number 2319.

The Reinforcement embarked from Sydney, NSW on October 17, 1916 on the troopship HMAT A30 Borda and disembarked at Plymouth, England on January 9, 1917.  They marched in for further training with the 9th Training Battalion at No. 11 camp at Durrington on January 20.  The following was published in the:

From Folkstone they proceeded to France on March 28, 1917 arriving at Etaples entering the 3rd Aust General Base Depot the next day.  They marched out to reinforce the 36th Battalion on March 31 and were taken on strength on April 1, 1917.

During May, 1917 he was treated for scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) causing dermatitis and admitted to the 25th General Hospital. 

Details from his letter to his wife while in hospital were reported in the:

 On June 26, 1917 he was transferred to the Base Depot in Etaples then onto Rouelles arriving at the 3rd A.G.B.D. and rejoined his unit in Belgium on July 3, 1917.

Mrs M. Hughes wrote to Base Records on July 22, 1917 after seeing in the newspaper that J.E. Hughes, Hamilton was suffering from gas poisoning as in the last letter from her husband he said he was in No. 25 General Hospital, France and was wondering if it was her husband.  She had received no information concerning that he had been wounded or ill in any way.  

Base Records replied on August 1, 1917 advising that they had no report to any effect in respect of her husband.  As he was in hospital it was assumed that he was suffering from a slight ailment and such cases were not reported to their Office unless likely to develop seriously.  They gave his address for correspondence.

At the end of September he contracted Influenza being treated at the 9th Field Ambulance moving to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station and rejoined his unit on October 4, 1917 in Belgium.  Eight days later he was reported missing in action on October 12, 1917.

His Service Records were marked ‘now reported Killed in Action 12/10/17’ on November 6, 1917 through the 9th Infantry Brigade and four days later by the Commanding Officer of the 36th Battalion.  A Field Service Form was issued on November 21, 1917 by the Records Section.

News was forwarded on November 12, 1917 that he was reported missing and confirmed on November 19 it had been received and Mrs Hughes was advised by Base Records.  The following was announced in the:


A Memorial Service was to be held and advertised in the:

On February 1, 1918 a Statement of Death was issued by the Commandant, A.I.F. Headquarters.

His Will was forwarded to the 2nd Military District on February 4, 1918 and noted again on March 11.  The same day his wife was granted a widow’s pension of £2 per fortnight and their son Keith Kitchener Hughes was allowed £1 per fortnight pension.  This was later backdated to be paid from January 17, 1918.

The Red Cross conducted their enquiries into his disappearance and received two reports from witnesses as follows:





His name was etched on the Hamilton Superior School’s Honour Board with the unveiling reported in the:


He had no personal effects in his Kit and personal items which had been stored at the Kit Store were returned to Australia on the transport Toromeo with their Inventory prepared on February 15, 1918:

Knife, 2 Razors, Razor strop, Comb, 5 Silk handkerchiefs, Letters and Brush.

Base Records forwarded them to his widow.

The Red Cross Bureau closed their London records on Private Hughes on October 18, 1919 after establishing there was no trace of him as a prisoner of war in Germany.

A Circular and Booklet re graves was forwarded to his widow on December 18, 1919.

The British War Medal (49731) and the Victory Medal (49090) were issued for his supreme sacrifice to Private 2319 Joseph Edward Hughes, 36th Battalion.  The War Medal was sent on April 15, 1921 to the Commandant 2nd Military District for distribution to Mrs Hughes.

A circular was mailed on August 27, 1921 for particulars regarding the death and burial of her husband and the Memorial Scroll (338208) on September 6, 1921.

A final notice in regards to his war particulars was issued on February 4, 1922.

On November 11, 1922 the Memorial Plaque (338208) was posted directly to his widow. 

On April 15, 1958 Base Records forwarded a Certificate of Death for Private Joseph Edward Hughes in connection with the Estate of Frank Hughes to the Branch Manager, Public Trustee, Box 660, Newcastle in reply to their communication of March 30, 1958.

Private J.E. Hughes has no grave therefore his name is commemorated under members of the 36th Battalion from Panel 7 on the Menin Gate Memorial at Ypres, Belgium.  His name is also commemorated on Panel 127 at the Australian War Memorial.
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Joseph Edward Hughes


Photo sourced from Aust War Memorial








UNIT WAR DIARY – 1st TUNNELLING COMPANY:





May 1917


Poperinghe 7 a.m.	26th   At 8.45 a.m. on 25-5-17 the enemy blew a heavy mine which cratered in no man’s land between Anzac shaft & cutting, did considerable damage to our mining system in A, B, Beta & C Galleries & broke some leads.  The centre of the blow appears to be at left of “B”: above enemy artillery active.  No attempt was made by the enemy to occupy the crater. 3 men wounded.         





	27th   2 entombed listeners were rescued last night.  Usual noises in “A” have been reported by one of the rescued men.  Leads repaired & tested found all correct.  1 man wounded.   











Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Saturday June 9, 1917:


DISTRICT CASUALTIES


KILLED IN ACTION


SAPPER HUGHES—Mrs R. Hughes, of Railway-street, Cook’s Hill, has received word that her husband, Sapper R. Hughes, has been killed in action.  Sapper Hughes left Australia in October, 1916, and prior to enlisting was employed at the Great Northern Bakery, Hamilton.		


				Article abridged








Northern Times (Newcastle) Monday June 11, 1917:


DISTRICT SOLDIERS


SAPPER HUGHES—Mrs R. Hughes, of Railway Street, Newcastle has received word that her husband Sapper R. Hughes, died of wounds on May 28, in the Canadian Hospital somewhere in France.  Sapper Hughes was shot in both legs.  Before enlistment, he was employed by the Great Northern Bread Company, Hamilton, as carter, and was highly respected by the firm and his fellow employees.  Sapper Hughes sailed from Australia last November.


Article abridged





Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Saturday June 16, 1917:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mrs R. HUGHES, of Railway-street, Cook’s Hill, wishes to return her sincere THANKS to all kind friends and relatives, for cards, letters, telegrams and expressions of sympathy in her recent sad bereavement in the death of her dear husband, Sapper R. Hughes, who was killed in action in France, May 28, 1917; also Mr and Mrs J. Hughes, of William-street, Hamilton, of their late son, Sapper R. Hughes.








The Maitland Mercury Saturday June 16, 1917:


NEWCASTLE


News has been received that the following Newcastle district soldiers have been killed in action:—Sapper R. Hughes, Cook’s Hill.										


Article abridged








The Land (Sydney) Friday June 26, 1917:


314th CASUALTY LIST - NEW SOUTH WALES


DIED OF WOUNDS


	Spr R. Hughes, Newcastle


								Article abridged





Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Saturday June 30, 1917:


RELIGIOUS


BAPTIST TABERNACLE


PASTOR, REV JOHN COMPLIN


11 am:  “A Lofty Morning”, Communion and Recognition of Elders and Deacons.  7 pm: War Memorial Service in memory of the late Corporal Wm Daniel Stein M.M. and the late Sapper Robert Hughes, also calling of the Honour Roll Special War Hymns provided. Welcome.    








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Thursday October 4, 1917:


DISTRICT NEWS


HAMILTON


SAPPER R. HUGHES


Mrs J. Hughes has received the following letter relating to her son, Sapper R. Hughes, who was killed in action:—“I deeply regret having to write to you in reference to Bob’s death, of which, no doubt, you have heard.   I was with Bob up till 5 p.m. on the 27th May, and at 10.30 p.m. when I was in bed at the rest camp; I was woke up and told that Bob had been wounded.  The men who were with him say it was about 6.30 p.m. and when I went to the trenches the next day he had been taken out, so missed him, to my sorrow.  Bob was only a minute’s walk off the trenches, when a shell hit him and another chap, who used to live by you at Pitt-row.  They were wounded by the one shell, Bob receiving four wounds, and the other fellow three.  It came a great surprise to us when we heard he had died the result of the operation.  He is buried thirteen miles from the front line.  I hope to see his grave soon.  I cannot realize that Bob is dead.  It seems only a day or so since he left me.  Bob was as game as anyone I ever saw, volunteering for anything that was going on, no matter what the men were wanted for Bob was in it.  He died at 4.45 p.m. on the 28th May, 1917.  


(Signed) W.G. Coulston (Sapper).”








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Tuesday May 28, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR


HUGHES—In loving memory of my dear husband, Sapper R. Hughes, who died of wounds received in France May 28, 1917.


		He marched away so bravely,


		His head so proudly held,


		His footsteps never faltered


		His courage never failed.


		I pictured my husband returning,


		And longed to clasp his hand,


		But death has postponed our meeting,


		Till we meet in a better land.


	Inserted by his loving wife and child.


HUGHES—In loving memory of my dear brother-in-law, Sapper R. Hughes, who died of wounds received in France May 28, 1917.


(Continued)


		Sleep on, dear brother, in a far-off grave,


		A grave we shall never see,


		But as long as life and memory last,


		We will remember thee.


	Inserted by his loving sister and brother-in-law, Nellie and Arthur Forbes and Doreen.


HUGHES—In memory of my dear son-in-law, Sapper Robert Hughes, died of wounds received in France May 28, 1917.


		Far away from all who loved him,


		In a hero’s grave he lies,


		And though his body resteth,


		His memory never dies.


	Inserted by his sorrowing father-in-law Frank Thompson, also Violet and George, and Driver Willie Thompson (on active service).


HUGHES—In loving memory of our dear sons, Sapper R. Hughes, died of wounds May 28, 1917 and Private J.E. Hughes, killed in action October 12, 1917; aged 24 years.


		They will always live in memory,


		Our soldier sons so brave,


		They fought for ‘King and country, and gained a hero’s grave.


	Inserted by their loving parents, J. and M. Hughes, Hamilton.


HUGHES—In loving memory of our dear brothers, Sapper R. Hughes, died of wounds May 28, 1917 and Private J.E. Hughes, killed in action October 12, 1917; aged 24 years.


		Not far from the sound of bugles.


		Not far from the great guns roar,


		Somewhere in France, just somewhere,


		Sleeps our brother for evermore.


	Inserted by their loving sister and brother-in-law, Bello and Percy Clack, William-street Hamilton.


HUGHES—In loving memory of our dear brothers, Sapper R. Hughes, died of wounds May 28, 1917 and Private J.E. Hughes killed-in-action October 12, 1917.


		They sleep beside their comrades,


		In a hallowed grave unknown,


		But their names are written in letters of love


		In the hearts they left at home.


	Inserted by their loving sister and brother-in-law, S. and L. Bennett, Tighe’s Hill.


HUGHES—Killed in action in France May 29, 1917, Sapper R. Hughes; aged 23 years.


		Oh, sad	 was the news, when it reached our home,


		That our dear brother had passed away;


		We thought his life so short,


		But God willed to call him away,


		Away in a lonely graveyard,


		Beneath the silent sod,


		Lies our dear brother, sleeping,


		Resting at peace with God.


	Inserted by his loving brother and sister-in-law, Will and Mag.








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Saturday February 10, 1917:


HAMILTON


Mrs J.E. Hughes, of Denison-street, Hamilton, has received a cable message from her husband, Private J.E. Hughes, saying that he arrived safely in London on the 10th January.  Private J.E. Hughes left Sydney on the 17th October.








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Tuesday August 7, 1917:


PROGRESS REPORT


PRIVATE HUGHES—Mrs J.E. Hughes, of Denison-street, Hamilton, has received a letter from her husband, Private J.E. Hughes, who is in No. 25 General Hospital, in France, suffering from a poisoned leg, stating he is doing well.








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Friday November 16, 1917:


DISTRICT CASUALTIES


MISSING 


PRIVATE HUGHES—Mrs J.E. Hughes of 118 Denison-street, Hamilton, has received official word that her husband Private J.E. Hughes, has been reported missing since October 12, 1917.  Prior to enlisting he was in the railway service.


											             Article abridged








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Saturday December 1, 1917:


BAPTIST TABERNACLE


Pastor, REV. JOHN COMPLIN


11 a.m., “This Do.”


7 p.m., Military Memorial, late Private J.E. HUGHES, 4th Reinf., 26th Batt. 9th Brigade.  Relatives and friends please note.


The Lord’s Supper at close of service.








36th Battalion A.I.F.					J.E. Hughes 2319





I saw Hughes killed instantaneously by a whizz bang shell at Passchendaele on Oct 12th.  We were going up to the front line when he was killed and I went on so do not know anything about his burial.


He was a dark man, of about 30 years of age, and was a Lewis Gunner, and a popular man.


						Informant:	Pte H.R. Ford 2064


								  D Coy 36th Battalion


								   HAREFIELD


London 21-6-18








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners’ Advocate Friday May 24, 1918:


CEREMONY AT THE SCHOOL


The opening of the additions to the school and of the unveiling of the roll of honour, containing the names of ex-pupils of the school, was attended by a very large concourse of people.


The board is a fine example of the style of memento.  It was chastely designed and made by Mr W. Fraser, of Hamilton, of Queensland maple.  It is 12ft by 12ft in dimensions, and upon it are inscribed the names of ex-pupils of the school, which, when the present total is completed, will number 430.


Following are the names contained on the board, those of the fallen being:			


J.E. Hughes.


[Abridged names]











Commemorative Panels of the Menin Gate Memorial, Ypres, Belgium


Photo sourced from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission








The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











Photo of headstone courtesy of the


Lijssenthoek Cemetery Project








Right: Ypres, Belgium.  c. 1923.  This structure replaced an earlier one constructed in 1919 by the Company.  This replacement is very plain and bears no symbol whereas the first memorial was surmounted by a cross.


Postcard donated by Murray Ewen of W.A.








Left: AWM Image Id: P00735.017 Ypres, Belgium.  Memorial to men of the 1st Tunnelling Company, AIF, who were involved in tunnelling and mining operations at Hill 60, near Ypres, in 1916-1917. 	     (Donor:J.L. Holmes)





The Mercury - Hobart, Tasmania - Thursday 18 December 1924: 


VANDALISM.


WAR MONUMENT DAMAGED.


LONDON. December 16.						          (Australian Press Association.)


The War Graves Commission has advised the authorities at Australia House that the inscription on the tablet of the Australian Tunnelling Company monument at Hill 60 in Flanders has been considerably damaged, many of the letters having been broken, and some entirely removed, evidently by a hammer and chisel.  Inquires into tho outrage are now proceeding, and the matter his been referred to the Anglo-French Mixed Committee.











His name was engraved on the original (1919) 1st Australian Tunnelling Company Memorial at Hill 60, near Ypres, Belgium.  





His name is memorialised on Panel 26 in the Commemorative Area of the Australian War Memorial and on Honour Boards or Rolls for the following:


St Mary’s Marists’ Brothers School (Newcastle) Honour Roll, Hamilton


	Municipal District Roll of Honour


	Hamilton Superior Public School Honour Board


	St Peter’s Church Honor Roll (Hamilton)


Gregson Park War Memorial, Hamilton and the Book of Gold





There is a grave memorial in the Sandgate Cemetery, Newcastle in the Baptist section G, Row SW on grave 31.








Photo sourced from Sandgate Cemetery Project, Newcastle 








36th Battalion A.I.F.				J.E. Hughes 2319 & M.J. Curran 2042





They belonged to the same Lewis gun team and were in D Coy.  A shell fell amongst the team this side of Passchendaele on October 12th, killing four of them. The other two escaped and I brought them back with me.  Curran had a brother in the same team as he was one of the two who escaped.


						Informant:	Sgt Wilson 5171


								 No. 3 General Hospital


 Le Treport May 11, 1918.











