SAPPER FRANCIS JEREMIAH HUGHES
5552 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Bundaberg was the birthplace of Francis (Frank) Jeremiah Hughes on 10 September, 1893 the son of Patrick and Bridget (nee Heley) Hughes.  His mother died in 1894.   The family were residents of South Kolan via Bundaberg where he was educated.  In 1915 he was a labourer at Tiana, Maryborough, Qld.
Frank and his brother Jack both enlisted at the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 18 February, 1916.  Frank was a twenty-two-year-old labourer applying to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.   Described in Attestation forms as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 55kgs (121lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-93cms (34-36½ins) and had a fair complexion with fair vision in his blue eyes with fair hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on the right knee and left shin.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Patrick Hughes of Coolabunia, near Nanango, Qld and later of Kolan Street, Bundaberg, Qld.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day. 

Basic training commenced from 23 February, 1916 at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane with the 11th Depot Battalion until 4 April moving to the 3rd Reinforcements to the 4th Pioneer Battalion for further instruction.  
He embarked with the Pioneer Battalion on 1 May, 1916 on the transport HMAT A46 Clan McGillivray but on arrival in Fremantle, Western Australia was disembarked and taken to the military hospital at Fremantle on 13 May, 1916 for treatment of a social disease.  After discharge from hospital went to Guildford camp on July 8 and placed with the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements then returned to Melbourne, Victoria from Fremantle on the transport HMAT A50 Itonus.  After arrival in Melbourne was transferred on 18 July to the Tunnellers’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  
Sapper went before the Medical Board in Seymour and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
After effects of influenza



Date of disability:
Feb. 1916



Place of disability:
Brisbane



Essential facts:
Had cold since enlistment – developed influenza three weeks ago.






Cough, yellowish, slightly blood-stained



Cause of disability:
Infection



By service:

not caused



Present condition:
some dyspnoea (shortness of breath) on exertion; no rattling sounds





in lungs; heart sounds clear; no displacements of apex beat.



Board findings:
general debility resulting from an attack of Influenza recently.






Expectoration of phlegm – slightly bloodstained occasionally



Minimum duration:
about a month  



Labour market:
not at all



Recommendation:
one-month rest at Convalescent Home   29/8/16

On 30 August went to Sandringham returning to Seymour camp on October 2 joining the October, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5552.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 January, 1917 from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot.  
On 13 February was transferred from Etaples to England for permanent base duty marching into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on February 17.  On 15 July marched out to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs until moved to the Overseas Training Battalion and left Folkstone for France on 4 August, 1917 arriving at Rouelles to the Aust General Base Depot two days later.

Sapper was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 12 August, 1917 where the company was working at L’Enfer Wood on tunnelled dugouts and repairs and maintenance to roads from Kemmel-Wytscaete; Messines-Estaminet Corner; St Eloi-Dome House and St Eloi-Hollebeke. 

He went sick on 8 January, 1918 to the 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance with bronchitis moving to the 2nd N.Z. Field Ambulance until January 13 entering the N.Z. Reinforcements camp to return to duty the following day and taken on strength with the Company.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months overseas service.

Bronchitis sent him on April 20, 1918 to the 100th Aust Field Ambulance moving to the 3rd Aust Casualty Clearing Station and four days later was admitted to the 10th General Hospital in Rouen.  
The next day was invalided to England on the hospital ship Essequibo entering the Exeter War Hospital on April 28 with bronchitis and a social disease (slight).  On 15 May was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield and two days later was discharged to furlough and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on May 22.  
Base Records regretfully advised his father on 21 May, 1918 that it was reported his son was admitted to the War Hospital, Exeter, England on 26/4/18, suffering from bronchitis and valvular disease of the heart, mild.  His address for correspondence was also included.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following”



Offence:
Hurdcott 4/9/18 AWL from midnight 3/9/18 to 11.30 a.m. 4/9/18



Award:

3 days C.B. [confined barracks] by L.L. Baxter


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

Marched out on 7 September, 1918 to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill proceeding to France at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles.  Three days later marched out to 1st Aust General Hospital at Rouen with D.A.H. (disordered action of heart) and appeared before the 2nd Medical Board the next day at Havre classed with B3 debility and returned to the Depot at Rouelles on October 17.
On 6 November, 1918 returned to England due to D.A.H. (debility B1) disembarking at Southampton the next day reporting to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  He was there when Peace was declared.

He appeared before the Medical Board on 13 November, 1918 at Weymouth and his Statement of Case reads:

Disability:
Effort Syndrome (also called Soldier’s Heart. Nervous heart or cardiac neurosis.  Patient exhibits a group of symptoms he thinks are heart disease but has a healthy heart.  Underlying disorder is anxiety) and Bronchitis


Date of disability:
April, 1918 (Sgd.) F.J. Hughes


Place of disability:
Saulty, France


Essential facts:
Left unit in April, 1918 on account of Bronchitis, returned to France in





September but was not able to re-join unit on account of weakness


Attributed to:

(1) War strain (2) attributable to service


Present condition:
Tachycardia (rapid heart rate); dyspnoea (breathless on exertion); paracardial  




pain


Debility:
B2C


Board attributes:
War strain

  Degree of disablement:
25%

Recommendation:
Discharge permanently unfit in Australia for six months and temporarily unfit for home service


Approved:
4/12/18 

Sapper Hughes embarked for discharge in Australia on the hospital ship H.T. Somali on 10 December, 1918 from Devonport, England due to Effort Syndrome.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Medical notes during the voyage were: 

No tachycardia; gets tightness in chest at night sometimes.  Improved.
Urine neutral slg. 1008; albumen present; no sugar

Base Records advised his father on 15 January, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The transport docked at Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 February, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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The soldiers for other States continued to Sydney (2nd Military District) and their impending arrival was announced in the:
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He appeared before the Permanent Medical Referee Board on 1 March, 1919 at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point, Brisbane and his case reads:
Left Unit in April, 1918 on account of Bronchitis, returned to France in September



but was not able to re-join unit on account of weakness.



War strain attributable to War Service



Present condition:
no cough, feels better, chest clear.



Caused on service – due to military service



Improvement:

complete in six months



Labour market:
10%



Working capacity:
10%



Dentally fit

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane on 8 April, 1919 as medically unfit and he returned to Bundaberg.

Five months later Francis (Frank) Jeremiah Hughes died after discharge in the Bundaberg hospital on 1 September, 1919 aged 25 years.  Announcements and family arrangements were published in the:
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His grave is located in Block 4 of the Catholic Cemetery, Bundaberg in position 40.
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A small obituary was published in the:
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His funeral service was covered by the:
The following was placed in the Bereavement Notices several days later in the:
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For serving his country Sapper 5552 Francis Jeremiah Hughes, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (24204) and the Victory Medal (23404).

His brother also served.

PRIVATE JOHN BERNARD HUGHES
5439 – 26th Battalion
John (Jack) Bernard Hughes was born on 20 August, 1891 in Bundaberg the son of Patrick and Bridget (nee Heley) Hughes.  He was educated at South Kolan school and became a school teacher.
Jack and his brother Frank both enlisted at the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 18 February, 1916.  Jack was a twenty-four-year-old school teacher applying for active service abroad and also passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall with a chest measurement 82-87cms (32-34ins), weighing 54.5kgs (120lbs) and had a fair complexion and fair hair and his blue eyes passed the eye test with fair eyesight.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his right knee.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Patrick Hughes of Coolabunia, Nanango, Qld and later changed to South Kolan, via Bundaberg, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.
At Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane commenced basic training with the 11th Depot Battalion until 8 June, 1916 then allotted to the 14th Reinforcements to the 26th Battalion and sent to Corporal School.  He was with the Reinforcement on 26 July, 1916 training at Enoggera with the rank of Private with the regimental number 5349.  

The Reinforcements embarked from Brisbane on 8 August, 1916 on board H.T. Itonus with Jack being appointed ‘Voyage Only’ Corporal the same day.  They disembarked at Plymouth, England on 18 November, 1916 and he was to be Acting E.D.P. Corporal (Extra Duty Pay) and marched into the 1st Training Brigade camp.

Proceeded overseas to France on 16 January, 1917 on the transport Princess Clementine arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base a day later and reverted to Private in rank.  A day later was appointed to Acting E.D.P. Corporal until 20 February when joining his unit revered to Private again.

He suffered trench feet on 22 February going to the 6th Field Ambulance until March 4 then conveyed by Ambulance Train for admittance to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen the following day.  
On 8 March was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Formosa entering the Reading War Hospital with trench feet (slight).  
Base Records advised his father on 18 March, 1917 of his admittance to the Reading War Hospital on 6/3/17 suffering from trench feet, mild.  His address for correspondence was also included.

Discharged on May 5 to Hurdcott Depot then to furlough and report to Wareham camp and on to the Overseas training brigade on 20 June, 1917.  
Private proceeded to France on 20 October, 1917 and re-joined his unit in Belgium on October 28.  Service continued without incident or illness until English leave was granted on 5 September, 1918 and returned to duty on September 24.

He entered the 7th Field Ambulance on 30 October, 1918 with pneumonia then moved to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station and admitted to the 3rd Aust General Hospital the same day.  
Private Hughes died as a result of broncho-pneumonia on 1 November, 1918 at the 3rd Aust General Hospital.  Medical note stated ‘death due to exposure.’  He was 27 years of age.

Burial took place in Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme in plot 5, row A in grave no. 13.

His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:

His personal effects were sent home on the transport Barambah from the Kit Store on 26 May, 1919

The following In Memoriam notice was placed in the:

For his supreme sacrifice Private 5439 John Bernard Hughes, 26th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (44679), the Victory Medal (44189), the Memorial Scroll (350462) and the Memorial Plaque (350462) for his country.
His name is commemorated at the Aust. War Memorial’s commemorative area on panel 107.

His grave can be located in section 5 of Abbeville Communal Cemetery Extension, Somme, France within row A in grave no. 13.



Herald (Melbourne) Saturday February 8, 1919:


TROOPS LANDED – MEN BY THE SOMALI


Cordial greetings were given to the men who disembarked from the Somali at 9 o’clock this morning.  Special interest was attached to the troops from this vessel owing to the disturbances reported on board at Adelaide as the result of quarantine arrangements.  At the Sturt Street Depot, they good-naturedly obeyed the many instructions given them by a band of Red Cross workers under Mrs M’Kinley, matron in charge, who provided refreshments for the mess.  Sergeant F.J. Carter said that the men were heartily sick of being on the vessel, and had become restless.


“The South Australians were ordered to get ready to disembark on Tuesday morning.  When we got in, they were all on deck.  Some of them could see their homes in the distance.  Imagine their surprise when the authorities on shore sent word, they could not land.  This performance was repeated, and the men were disappointed.  They were told if we observed instructions, they would raise the quarantine.  The men got restless but matters were righted the next day.


The trip on the whole was good.   							Article abridged 





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday February 12, 1919


INVALIDS BY SOMALI – DISEMBARKING ON FRIDAY


A Contingent of invalids by the troopship Somali is expected to arrive in Sydney this afternoon, but owing to quarantine restrictions the soldiers will not disembark until Friday.  Further particulars will be published later. 





Bundaberg Mail Tuesday September 2, 1919:


DEATH NOTICE


HUGHES: At the Bundaberg General Hospital, on the 1st September, 1919, Francis Jeremiah, the beloved son of Patrick Hughes, aged 25 years 11 months.  R.I.P.


FUNERAL NOTICE


THE Friends of MR PATRICK HUGHES and family and Mr and Mrs John Hesse and family are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their beloved son, brother, brother-in-law and uncle respectively, which will move from the Roman Catholic Church, Barolin-street, THIS DAY, at 10.45 a.m. for interment in the Roman Catholic Cemetery.


F.C. BROWN & CO.,


Undertakers and Embalmers





R.S.S.I.L


Members of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League are requested to attend the funeral of their late comrade Sapper F.J. Hughes, 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.  A Good muster is requested.  Meet Repatriation office at 10.30 a.m.


										G. MATHER, Secretary.





Gravesite of Francis Jeremiah Hughes - Bundaberg Catholic Cemetery





Bundaberg Mail Tuesday September 2, 1919:


DEATH OF SAPPER HUGHES


The death occurred at the hospital yesterday afternoon after a very brief illness, of Sapper Frank Hughes, son of Mr Patrick Hughes, of South Kolan.  The deceased soldier, who was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Coy., enlisted early in the war and returned to Bundaberg from active service in March last, along with another boy, Gunner A.W. Christie.  He was extremely popular in the district and his death at the early age of 25 years will be keenly regretted, all the more by the reason of the fact that his brother was killed on active service. The funeral is advertised to move from St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church at 10.30 a.m. to-day, and returned soldiers are asked to attend for the purpose of paying their last sad respects to a departed comrade.





Bundaberg Mail Wednesday September 3, 1919:


A SOLDIER’S FUNERAL


The Funeral of the late Sapper Frank Hughes, of South Kolan, who died at the hospital last Monday took place from St Mary’s Catholic Church to the R.C. Cemetery yesterday afternoon and was largely attended.  A number of returned soldiers attended as pall bearers.  The burial service was conducted by Rev. Father Baldwin and several wreaths were placed on the grave.  The “Last Post” was sounded on the bugle by Driver Tom Leaney.  Much sympathy has been extended to the deceased soldier’s father who lost another son on active service.





Bundaberg Mail Saturday September 6, 1919:


THANKS


MR PATRICK HUGHES and Family desire to tender their heartfelt THANKS to Dr Thomson, Matron and nursing staff of the Bundaberg General Hospital for their kindness and unremitting assistance to their late son and brother, also to the many kind friends who sent wreaths, floral tributes and sympathy cards and in any other way expressed sympathy with them in their recent sad bereavement.  





The Queenslander Saturday December 14, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – LISTS NOS 448-449 


Casualty Lists Nos. 448 and 449 were issued from the Censor’s Office on Saturday, and contained the names of 438 Queenslanders.


DIED OTHER CAUSES


	John Bernard Hughes, Birthamba, 1/11/18 (illness, prev. rep. ill)			Article abridged





Bundaberg Mail Saturday November 1, 1919:


ROLL OF HONOUR


HUGHES. —In Loving Memory of our dear son and brother, Corporal J. B. Hughes, 26th Battalion, died in France, November 1st, 1918.


	There are griefs that cannon find comfort.


	And wounds that cannot be healed


	There are sorrows so deep in the human heart


	They cannot be half revealed.


(Inserted by his father, brothers and sisters.)





Bundaberg Mail Saturday July 30, 1921:


BUNDABERG’S MEMORIAL STATUE TO BE UNVEILED TO-DAY


The Bundaberg Fallen Soldiers’ Memorial Statue, bearing the names of the 276 soldiers who gave their lives in the cause of righteousness and freedom will be unveiled this afternoon at 3 o’clock by Major-General C.H. Brand, C.B. C.M.G, D.S.O.  The memorial, the foundation stone of which was laid by Sir William Birdwood on the 15th May of last year is claimed to be the first of its kind erected in the Commonwealth, and was erected at a cost of approximately £1900.


THEIR NAMES LIVETH FOR EVER MORE


						Article abridged





The names of the two brothers were inscribed on the Bundaberg War Memorial in 1921 with the list published in the:





LEST WE FORGET
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O Compassionate Heart


Of Jesus


Grant Him Rest and Peace


R.I.P.





Grave inscription as requested by Mr. Patrick Hughes of Birthamba:





Photo of headstone and Abbeville Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Photos of Bundaberg War Memorial and Memorial Tablet sourced from Aust. War Memorials website








