SAPPER BENJAMIN HORROCKS

4358 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
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Heywood, Manchester, England was given as the birthplace of Benjamin Horrocks in 1874 the son of Christopher and Elizabeth Horricks.  In 1881 the family comprising of Christopher (34) a blacksmith, Elizabeth (36), Ada (9) and Benjamin (7) were residing at 54 Cromwell Street, Heywood, Lancashire, England.  The family left their home in Manchester and departed London in the steamer Orient arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on May 29, 1884.  Benjamin was ten years old when he disembarked.   

He followed work to the West Australian goldfields and married in Perth, W.A. in 1898 to Hannah May Smith.  Their residence in 1903 was 962 Moran Street, Kalgoorlie where he worked as a miner.  The following year Christopher Norman Horrocks was born.  In 1906 he was a laundryman and by 1910 their address was 1493 Frank Street, Kalgoorlie and his occupation was a labourer.  He worked as a railway shunter in 1916. 

At the recruiting depot in Boulder, W.A. on February 7, 1916 the forty-two year old railway worker applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination was declared fit and Attestation Forms were completed.  Details include his height 183cms (6ft), weighed 67.7kgs (149lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins).  Complexion was fair with blue eyes testing to good vision and had brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs May Horrocks of 60 Austral Street, Kalgoorlie, W.A. and allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her and their family. 
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Acknowledgement to the volunteers appeared in the Kalgoorlie Argus on Tuesday March 7, 1916:

He took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ on March 8, 1916 at Blackboy Hill camp about twelve miles from Perth and commenced basic training with the 52nd Depot Battalion as a Private.  On March 22 he was transferred to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5458.  The company moved to Belmont camp on May 1, 1916 to complete further training.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departed the same day.  Sapper Horrocks was a member of this company.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on August 28, 1916 and marched in two days later to the 2nd Aust General Base Depot.  On October 12, 1916 moved to the 1st Anzac Reinforcement camp and then attached on October 26 to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company.

Sapper Horrocks was taken on strength with the 3rd Aust Tunnelling Company on December 3, 1916 after detachment and official transfer was dated December 18, 1916.

A month later on January 16, 1917 he was killed in action by an enemy shell in the field at Loos in France. 

In the War Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company for January, 1917 the following was recorded:

He was also mentioned in the 3rd Tunnelling Company’s After War Report:

Burial took place in the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension 2¼ miles South of Noeux-les-Mines, France in Plot 1, Row D.

Advice of his death was issued on January 25, 1917 and a copy of service made for a War Pension five days later.

On February 1, 1917 N.C. Munday of Piccadilly, Kalgoorlie, W.A. wrote to Base Records requesting on behalf of the widow Mrs Horrocks, his Death Certificate and any keepsakes that might have been saved and been valuable.

A Field Service report was issued on February 7, 1917 by the Anzac Section, 3rd Echelon, B.E.F.

A Telegram dated February 10, 1917 through the Postmaster General’s Department was sent to Base Records as follows:

The first announcement of his demise appeared in The West Australian on Tuesday February 17, 1917:

The same notices appeared in The Western Mail on February 23, 1917 and the Western Argus on Tuesday February 27, 1917.

Base Records dispatched a Certificate of Report of Death on March 28, 1917 to Mrs Horrocks at 60 Austral Street, Kalgoorlie, W.A.   

Personal effects stored in the Aust Kit Store were consigned on the ship Medic and on arrival in Melbourne on August 14, 1917 a package (no. 1900) containing the following articles was dispatched:


2 Military books, Tin box, 2 brushes, Handkerchief and Housewife.

Receipt was dated September 6, 1917 and signed by Mrs Horrocks.

Further personal effects were sent from the Australian Kit Store in London on the ship Wiltshire to Base Records Melbourne and forwarded on August 27, 1917 per registered packet (3606):


2 Identity discs, Tobacco Pouch, Pipe, Purse, Metal wristlet watch, Note book, Photos, Testament


and 5 coins.

Mrs Horrocks receipted delivery on September 14, 1917 for the above items.  

The same day she wrote thanking them for the safe delivery of her husband’s possessions expressing her deepest gratitude to the military authorities for taking the trouble on her behalf.  She also requested the name and place where her late husband was buried and could she have a photograph of his grave.  The subject of where should she settle his deferred pay also inquired about.

Base Records answered on October 6, 1917 stating that the latest document covering the death of her late husband did not disclose the place of burial but was hoped through the Graves Registration and Enquiry Committee information would come to hand at a later date and she would be promptly notified.  Communicating with the War Office at Winchester House, London, S.W. was advised for photographs.  All matters in connection with deferred pay were to be directed to the District Paymaster, Perth, W.A. 

The Western Argus on Tuesday April 16, 1918 printed names on the Boulder Roll of Honour with his name among them:

The Commanding Officer of the 3rd Tunnelling Company wrote to Mrs Horrocks on October 20, 1918 enclosing photographs of her husband’s grave hoping that they would be of some comfort to her.

His name was again mentioned in the Western Argus on Tuesday March 25, 1919:

Another letter from the Commanding Officer 3ATC Headquarters at Tournai, Belgium dated May 21, 1919 sent further photographs to her stating that a permanent stone memorial would be erected later on his grave.

A Circular and booklet was sent to his widow on December 12, 1919 and reminder on May 14, 1920.

Her address was noted to change to Howard Street, Fremantle, W.A. in August, 1921 and triplicate photographs were sent on November 25, 1921.

Mrs Horrocks wrote to Base Records from 70 Fitzgerald Terrace, Fremantle on December 12, 1921 acknowledging three photographs sent and requested when the new headstone was erected could she please have a photograph of this one.  A reply from Base Records dated December 23, 1921 stated it was not proposed to photograph the permanent headstone.

The British War Medal (41111) and the Victory Medal (40691) were issued to Sapper 5458 Benjamin Horrocks, 3rd Tunnelling Company for his supreme sacrifice.


The War Medal was sent on March 5, 1922 to the Commandant 5th Military District for distribution to his widow.

Mrs Horrocks was unable to collect the Memorial Plaque (321331) and gave authorisation to her son to collect it on her behalf on October 24, 1922. 

Further photographs were sent to Base Records from Australia House, The Strand, London.  A file memo states that photographs of his grave were to be sent to their son Mr C. Horrocks, care of Mr Yeoman, 72 Botany Street, Redfern, Sydney, NSW. 

The Public Trust Office, Savings Bank Buildings, 14 Castlereagh Street, Sydney, NSW sent their letter to Base Records dated February 26, 1937 in regards to the Estate of George Dyson – deceased.  It was necessary during administration of the Estate to require a copy of the Certificate of Death of the late Sapper Benjamin Horrocks as evidence of death.  A Certificate of Report of Death was forwarded on March 1, 1937.

His grave is located in Plot 1, Row D of Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension, France in grave no. 15.

The photo of Benjamin Horrocks and the extract below were published in the book Australia’s Fighting Sons of the Empire:
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Photo: Australia’s Fighting Sons of the Empire





January 16


Company Orders 244: 4348 Spr Hanbury N.A. reported and was taken on strength 13/1/17


			4358 Spr Horrocks B killed in action 16/1/17


			4496 Spr Truman H.P. slightly wounded 16/1/17





On 16/1/17 4358 Sapper Horrocks, B. was killed in action at Hill 70 & 4496 Spr Treeman, [Truman] H.P. was wounded.                                                                       





Haberfield NSW


	Please advise address sapper horrocks list seventy two western Australia reply paid


							


								Bell





Sapper Benjamin Horrocks (4358) was born in Lancashire in 1874, and was educated there.  He was married to Hannah May Smith and has one son.  He enlisted at Boulder on 3rd May, 1916 and trained at Belmont, W.A.  He sailed for England on 1st June, 1916, and then went to France.  He was in action only a short time when he was killed at Loos on the 10th January, 1917.





Boulder recruits who have recently enlisted are: John McKay, David W. McCallum, Win. Geo. Woodgate, Edwin Mayne, T.M. Burton, Leslie Dunn, Thomas Wright, Benjamin Horrocks, K.R. Howie, Albert Hocking, and Timothy O’Brien.





KILLED IN ACTION


HORROCKS—Killed in action in France, January 16, 1917, Sapper Benjanin Horrocks, a dearly beloved Husband and Father of May and Chris Horrocks; also son-in-law of C.H. Smith, Undertaker, Perth.


				His country call and honour bade him,


				To battle ‘gainst a grim and deadly foe,


				He helped bring Australia to fame,


				To build for them a never-ending name,


				Foremost was he in the densest strife,


				For King and Country, laid down his life.


—Inserted by his loving wife and family.





BOULDER WAR RECORD


ROLL OF HONOUR TO DATE


France:


Sapper B. Horrocks.                                                                                              Article Abridged





ROLL OF HONOUR


The following soldiers, old residents of Boulder have been killed in action, died of wounds, or died of causes incidental to the war.  They will be included in this year’s Anzac Programme and will appear on the permanent monument which it is proposed to erect after peace has been signed.


Spr B. Horrocks.                                                                                                      Article Abridged








