CORPORAL CYRIL FREEMAN HOBBS MSM

5144 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Cyril Freeman Hobbs was born in Oxford, Oxfordshire, England about 1891 the son of a Commercial Traveller, Luther and his wife Charlotte E. Hobbs.  In 1901 Cyril (9) and his sister Dorothy (5) were staying with their widowed aunt Elizabeth Litchfield (48) and her children Emmaline (19), Agnes (17), Annie (15), Hilda (12) and Horace (12) at 19 Bellmeadow Road, Lewisham, England.  In 1911 his family were at Camberwell, London consisting of Luther (53) Commercial Traveller – biscuits, Charlotte (50), Muriel (21), Cyril F. (19) motor engineer and Dorothy (15). 

He was an apprentice motor engineer for three years with Gallowarp in Manchester, England and also gained military experience of three years with the Middlesex Imperial Yeomanry.  He came to Australia.

Only one C. Hobbs is recorded arriving in Sydney, NSW after 1911 and before early 1916 and it is possible this could be him.  Mr C. Hobbs, unassisted immigrant arriving on April 8, 1914 from London on board the steamer Orontes.  It seems he was working at Uralla, in central NSW in early 1916.

At the Recruiting Depot in Sydney, NSW on March 27, 1916 the twenty-nine year old Engineer and Fitter passed the medical examination.  His description on enlistment from Attestation Forms states he was 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighed 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins).  Complexion was sallow with hazel eyes and light brown hair.  Good vision was recorded and Church of England his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Muriel Hobbs of 86 Holmedene Avenue, Herne Hill, London, S.E and later changed to his father Mr Luther Hobbs of the same address.

Basic training commenced at Casula camp, near Liverpool, Sydney, NSW and placed with the 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  On May 10, 1916 he was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and on July 18 assigned to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements with the regimental number 5144 in the rank of Sapper.

The following day Sapper Hobbs was one of 79 Reinforcements departing on HMAT A26 Armadale from Port Melbourne, Victoria on July 19, 1916.  Durban, South Africa was reached on August 15, 1916 and leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and they departed the next day.  Arrived at Cape Town a few days later on August 20, 1916 and a Route March lasting three hours kept them fit before enjoying leave until 11 p.m.  The ship was scheduled to leave at 2 p.m. but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  The quality of liquor in town was considered bad.  A one-day stopover to refuel at Port le Grand, St Vincent was the last harbour visited on September 8, 1916.  After a 64 day voyage the ship arrived at Devonport, England on September 20, 1916.   The troops were detrained to Tidworth Station and marched into No. 3 camp at Parkhouse the next day for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France on October 15, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples four days later.

He was admitted to the 24th General Hospital for observation of Measles and transferred on December 7 to the 14th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne for treatment of Mumps.  On December 16 was moved to the 1st Convalescent Depot and two days later declared fit to return to Base Details arriving on December 22, 1916.

On December 29, 1916 he was attached to the Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and was taken on strength on June 4, 1917.

His Will was made in the field and dated July 17, 1917 with the original copy forwarded to the Paymaster.

A few weeks later he and Sappers Harry Maxfield and John William Cairns were recommended for the Meritorious Service Medal on August 5, 1917 and the action for which it was commended is as follows:
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About September 18, 1917 news of his award of the Meritorious Service Medal was conveyed to him and the same day was promoted to Temporary 2nd Corporal.  Unit was queried re correct rank as correspondence stated rank of Lance Corporal on embarkation from Australia.

He was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months service overseas.

The Argus on Monday November 26, 1917 published the following news:
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On December 18, 1917 a further promotion to 2nd Corporal was approved.  

In the Diary of Sergeant Edward Gilmore (Hughie) Dodd he mentions the following on Corporal Hobbs:

A letter from Base Records dated February 7, 1918 to his father gave the extract appearing in the London Gazette of September 14, 1917 relating to the conspicuous services rendered by his son explaining his Majesty the King has graciously awarded the Meritorious Service Medal for gallantry in performance of Military Duty. 

On April 18, 1918 was promoted to the rank of Corporal due to Corporal Nancarrow reported missing in action the same day.   Corporal Hobbs was a listed as a member of the Technical Staff servicing and repairing engines. 

In the field at Givenchy, France on May 9, 1918 Corporal Hobbs was killed in action.  There are no Unit diary entries that record the circumstances of his death.  He was buried on May 11, 1918 in Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France in plot 8 row F in grave no. 15.

Military Office advised next-of-kin on May 20, 1918 that he had been killed in action and a copy of his service was made for the War Pension Department.

His name was listed in the Roll of Honour published in the Sydney Morning Herald on Monday June 10, 1918:

Miss Mary O’Brien wrote from Woodburn, Uralla, NSW on August 28, 1918 to Base Records stating that Corporal Hobbs had told her before sailing that his allotment of three shillings per day and also Willed his deferred pay and effects to her and she was to apply for them as soon as possible.  She had waited some time to see if she would be notified by the Defence Department but had heard nothing and wanted to know if they could help.  Backing up her claim described that C.F. Hobbs was an Englishman who enlisted in Armidale, NSW in March, 1916 and for some time attached to the Engineers in camp at Rosebery Park.  Before sailing he was in Seymour Camp, Victoria but did not know the exact date he sailed.  Later he was transferred to the Unit in which he served in France.  She heard from him frequently while he was on active service and in several letters he hoped she would not forget to apply for the money in case of his death.

Base Records replied on September 7, 1918 stating that his personal effects had not been received to date but any coming to hand, would in accordance with the practice be forwarded to his next-of-kin, his father, in the absence of any testamentary instructions.  They suggested she forward any letters written by Corporal Hobbs to her showing he was desirous his military pay and belongings to go to her in the absence of a Will.

Miss O’Brien replied on September 24, 1918 that she had letters in which he referred to his military pay and effects but these were of a rather private nature and would prefer not to send them to their office.  She would wait until his personal effects arrived and see if there was any reference.  If she heard nothing then she would forward her letters. 

Base Records answered on October 7, 1918 informing that it was quite probable that should his Will not be discovered bequeathing his estate to a person in Australia, his personal effects would be sent direct from A.I.F. Headquarters to his father resident in England.  In order to prevent any wrong disbursement, it was advisable to forward as soon as possible for consideration these letters.

Miss O’Brien wrote back on October 26, 1918 enclosing the very personal letter.  She presumed that his father had been applying for his son’s belongings and she understood that his Will had been made while at Seymour, Vic and that there would be no trouble over it.  A portion of the letter stated:










Military Camp, Seymour











June 6th, 1916


My dearest Mary,




Received yours of the 11th inst. to-day for which many thanks.  I was beginning to

think that you had forgotten me as I have been down for my mail every day this week and was only

remarking to my pal that my girl must have got another boy.  Well, dear, you are going off about 

my not writing to you, saying that you write three to my one.  I really cannot understand that as I

answer every letter I get from you immediately…….



Dear, you do not say when you are coming over, you know very well that it is I who

is dying to see you; and I think we will be off soon as we had to sign our allotment papers to-day, by 

the way dear girl should I have the luck to catch a dose of lead at the front you must apply to the Government for my money, it may not be much but I have allotted three shillings per day while away and I 


would sooner you have it than the Government.




Now when you get to Sydney wire me at the Methodist tent saying by what train you


are leaving for Melbourne as it is now impossible for me to get to N.S.W. as they have stopped all


the interstate travelling to soldiers as there has been so many rows etc. and when you…….










Yours ever,











Fred.

A reply dated November 13, 1918 from Base Records acknowledged her communication which had been referred to the district Paymaster at Victoria Barracks in Paddington, NSW who was dealing with deceased’s financial affairs and suggested further inquiries be addressed to him in order to avoid further delays.  No personal effects had been received but if any came to hand they will be forwarded to the person whom the above Office finalises the deceased’s account.  The same day Records sent a letter to the Paymaster 2nd Military District with a copy of the above letter and an extract from Miss O’Brien’s letter of August 28.    

A copy of his Will was noted to be held by A.I.F. Headquarters in London on November 20, 1918 and was filed on February 4, 1919.

Mr Luther Hobbs made an inquiry with the Red Cross to find out further information about the death of his son.  The following statements are from informants who gave their London Office information:

9-5-18

About this date at Cuinchy about 1 mile from La Basse.  Killed outright by shell, hit by piece in back, just as he came out of dug-out.  I did not see it happen.  Sapper H. Maxfield who saw him killed, was one of those who told me.  He was buried in a Military Cemetery, but do not know where.  He was a Corporal.  Knew him as “Hobbie”.

Informant: James Spr V.H no. 1040

     Aust Elec. Mech. Coy

I knew him well.  He was a Corporal.  He enlisted in NSW and his people live in England though he was an Irishman, about 32.  He had the ?  He was killed at Givenchy at the engine room door by a shell.  He is buried near Bethune in a cemetery where there are a number of other tunnellers and the grave is marked by a cross.  I saw the grave.

Informant: Sapper L. Doyle no. 97

Cpl Hobbs, M.S.M. late of this Unit who was killed at Givenchy 9-5-18.  He was buried at Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, 3½ miles S.S.E. of Lillers, grave particulars being D.G.R.E.L.S. 5 1383.  He was accorded a full military funeral, 15 of his personal friends being at the graveside, the “last post’ was sounded.  I deeply regret that the particulars you ask for relate to the Cpl Hobbs late of this Unit, to furnish further proof, I am sending you a P.C. photograph in which he is seen with a few of his friends.  His next-of-kin was Father, Mr L. Hobbs, 86, Holmedene Avenue, Herne Hill, London.  He enlisted 27-3-16.  His last leave to U/K was from 26-10-17 to 7-11/17.









Informant: Arnott Moody









C.S.M. Australian Elec. Mech. Coy

A.IF. France

The following are notes of reply to the Secretary of the Red Cross from Mr L. Hobbs:

86 Holmedene Avenue, 

Herne Hill S.E.  

Nov 25, 1918

Miss Vera Deakin,

Dr Madam,

Referring to your recd memo of the 5th inst. re Corpl C.F. Hobbs (5144) you advise the enclosure of a photograph which however did not accompany your letter.  Thinking it might possibly follow later, I have waited till now for its arrival.

If you have found it I shall be pleased to see it.  

When I will at once see it return it with my reply.

Yours v. truly,

Luther Hobbs

He wrote again to the Red Cross:









86 Holmedene Avenue,










Herne Hill S.E.

Dear madam, 

Referring to yours of the 15th inst. & 23rd ulto, the photograph that you were good enough was identical with one we had direct from our son; but we ever so much appreciate the trouble taken.  If Sergt Moody is again in touch please advise me.  Again thanking you 

Yours truly 

L. Hobbs. 

On February 10, 1919 Base Records wrote a sympathetic letter to his father in Herne Hill, London on the personal loss of Corporal Hobbs and also advised that his son’s Meritorious Service Medal, which had graciously been granted by His Majesty the King for gallantry, had been forwarded to the Honourable Minister to pass on to him.  This was receipted by his father on April 19, 1919.

Two photographs of his grave were issued to his next-of-kin on March 3, 1919.

The A.I.F. Kit Store made an inventory on June 11, 1918 of his personal effects which were forwarded on the transport Australcrag to Base Records.   Two years later his legatee Miss Mary O’Brien at Uralla, NSW was advised on June 24, 1920 a parcel has been posted to her.  The Inventory listed:


Photos, Cards, Pouch, Fountain pen, Corkscrew, Lanyards, 1 Mark, Silver wrist watch and strap.

Delivery was receipted by her on July 9, 1920.

As well as his Meritorious Service Medal, his supreme sacrifice also earned Corporal 5144 Cyril Freeman Hobbs, Aust Mechanical Mining & Boring Unit, the British War Medal (44293) and the Victory Medal (43866).  The M.S.M. Medal was receipted with gratification by his father on April 19, 1919.  The War Medal went to A.I.F. Headquarters for distribution and the Victory Medal was issued by Australia House in London to his father.

The Memorial Scroll (345323), Circular ‘Where The Australians’ Rest’ and the Memorial Plaque (345323) were issued in England on November 6, 1922 to his father.  

His name appears on the Roll of Honour in the Australian War Memorial and in the list of Company decorations.

His grave is located in Lapugnoy Military Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France in plot 8 row F in grave No.15.


LEST WE FORGET

© Donna Baldey 2012

www.tunnellers.net

For gallantry and devotion to duty at WEITZE Tunnel and Deep dug-out.


On the morning of 20th July, about 1.30 p.m., a fire broke out in the Officers’ Cook-house, about 50’ from the Engine Room and Petrol store in the same gallery.





Saprs HOBBS, MAXFIELD and CAIRNS who were on shift, immediately proceeded to the scene of the fire which was spreading rapidly, took out the cook from the burning cook-house, (who was later admitted to hospital) badly burnt and succeeded in removing a tin of petrol after the soldier had melted off same; extinguished the fire after about 100’ of the gallery was charred, returned to the Engine room, kept lights going in remainder of tunnel though badly smoked, repaired burnt cable.





Had it not been for these Sappers prompt conduct a serious fire with fatal results would have occurred.





Additional pension of 6d per day NOT recommended.


							Sgd W.E. PEYTON, Major General


								Military Secretary


							     for Commander-in-Chief


	G.H.Q.									FRANCE


            13-8-17








HONOURS FOR AUSTRALIANS


39 MEDALS AWARDED


In the supplement to the ‘London Gazette’ of September 17 it is announced that the King has granted the following distinctions to Australian Soldiers.


MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL


	5144 Spr C.J. Hobbs, Engineers.                   					        Article abridged








January 7�Two of the Hulluch boys over this afternoon. Hobbs takes Buckingham's (on leave). Hobbs some boom. Told them to go back and tell him, he had enough to look after his own job and not take the wind and send men out to another job. 








ROLL OF HONOUR


407th CASUALTY LIST


NEW SOUTH WALES – KILLED


	Cpl CYRIL FREEMAN HOBBS, NSW, England.				    Article abridged





Photo of headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project


www.twgpp.org





AEMMBC list of decorations - believed to have been sketched by Australian artist Penleigh Boyd who was also a member of the AEMMBC








