SAPPER PERCY EDWARD HITCHENS

3310 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Army Provost Corps 
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Percival Edward Hitchens was born in 1882 at Iluka, NSW the son of William Henry and Rose Mary (nee Lipperus) Hitchens.  At twenty-four years of age he married Millicent Burns (Byrne) at Murwillumbah in 1906 and they had four children.  

At the Recruiting Depot in Brisbane, Qld on October 9, 1915 the labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed and his description on enlistment shows he was 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighed 77.2kgs (170lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-104cms (36-41ins).  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and brown hair and religious denomination was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Millicent Hitchens, Post Office, Southport, Qld and later Post Office, Beenleigh, Qld and allotted three-fifths of his pay to support her and their children.  He signed and took ‘The Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Basic training was completed with the 7th Depot Battalion until March 23, 1916 then reallotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District).  The recruits formed part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company which embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3310 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

On August 18, 1916 he was admitted to Fovant Military Hospital with N.Y.D. (not yet diagnosed) and transferred to the Bulford Hospital for treatment of a social disease for 29 days.  

While at Parkhouse camp the following were dealt with:




Offence:
Parkhouse 2/10/17 overstaying leave from 2400 1/10/16 till 1200






2/10/16




Award:

2 days C.B. [confined to barracks] by Lt Kennedy 3/10/16




Forfeiture:
1 days pay under R.W.


No. 3 camp
Offence:
Parkhouse 9/10/16 A.W.L. from 2400 8/10/16 to 1400 10/10/16




Award:

7 days C.B. by Lt M. Kennedy C.O. 11/10/16




Forfeiture:
2 days pay R.W. 

From the Engineers’ Details camp he proceeded overseas to France on October 15, 1916 arriving three days later at the Aust General Base Depot.  On November 4 Sapper was sent to Segregation camp at Etaples.

He was admitted to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples with Influenza on November 25, 1916 and transferred to Base Details four days later.

Attachment to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion followed on December 11 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper Hitchens was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 31, 1916.

On January 9, 1917 he went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station for treatment of dental caries and rejoined his unit on January 17.   He went sick again to the 47th D.R.S. on January 25 suffering Pyrexia (Fever) and transferred to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station diagnosed with Myalgia (muscular pain) the next day.  A day later was conveyed on A.T.28 to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux with Myalgia (severe).

He was transferred to England from Boulogne on the hospital ship St Denis on February 15, 1917 and admitted to the Horton County of London War Hospital with Rheumatism and Bronchitis.  

The following telegram was issued from Base Records to his wife as follows:
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On April 15, 1917 he was discharged from Epsom to furlough until May 1 then report to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  

He entered the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield the next day with Rheumatism and Bronchitis.  Further discharge to furlough took place on May 17 and marched into the No. 4 Command Depot at Wareham on June 1 but later that day admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford.  After 38 days curative care for a social disease he marched into the No. 1 C.D. at Perham Downs on July 9, 1917.  He left for the Overseas Training Brigade on July 24, 1917.  

A transfer to the Aust Provost Corps at Tidworth was issued on August 7, 1917 and taken on strength from the 1st Tunnelling Company the same day.  

Private Hitchens remained with the Corps until February 4, 1918 when admitted to the Sutton Veny Military Hospital for complications of Orchitis (Inflammation of Testicles) then entered the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford the next day for treatment of a social disease.  After 16 days he returned to the Aust Provost Corps at Tidworth. 

A Kit Inspection took place on June 1, 1918 at Bhurtpost camp and was issued with a new kit on arrival from hospital.  On July 21, 1918 the following items were added:


Universal Kit Bag, 2 Australia titles, Identity Disc with cord and Dressing - field.

The same day his woollen breeches and service drill jacket were withdrawn and returned to Ordnance.

He went sick to hospital on July 24, 1918 and returned to duty on August 1, 1918.

On September 4, 1918 he was admitted to the Military Hospital at Sutton Veny with appendicitis.  Advice of his hospitalisation was issued from Base Records on September 18, 1918 to his wife.

Mrs Hitchens wrote to Base Records from Beenleigh, Qld on September 25, 1918 stating she had only received their letter that day and was hoping for better news on her husband.  Records Office replied on October 2, 1918 and stated that no further information had been received since and it was assumed that he was progressing favourably.  His new address and company for correspondence was given. 

He went before a medical board on October 23, 1918 at the No. 2 C.D. at Westham, Weymouth and his Statement of Case reads:




Disability:
Cholecystitis [Inflammation of Gall Bladder]



   Place of Origin:
Sutton Veny



    Date of Origin:
2 Sept, 1918

    Essential facts:
About end of Feby, 1918 he paraded sick with an attack of abdominal pain and on a few occasions after.  Towards the end of July he was in Group Clearing Hospital Sutton Veny and was treated as Gastritis.  Out of hospital about 3 weeks and admitted to Sutton Veny Military Hospital as implured gastric ulcer. Temp 104.6.  Diaphragmatic pleurisy was later named, the pain eventually localised in gall bladder.  No jaundice.  No stone passed.  He had appendicitis in 1909 and an operation.

Present condition:
He is debilitated.  Has occasional attacks of colic and constant tenderness over gall bladder.  Age 40½ years.

Recommendation:
CII class debility. Permanently unfit for General Service and Temporarily for Home Service.  31/10/18.

A Kit Inspection was held on November 2, 1918 at Westham with pair drawers and gloves deficient.  Withdrawn items were: Boots – ankle with laces, knife clasp & lanyard, mess tins, water bottle, belt, water bottle carrier, haversack, mess tin strap.  Articles repaid for were 2 pr drawers.

Private Hitchens boarded the Carrier D23 H.M.A.T. Gaika and departed from Devonport the next day for his return to Australia for discharge.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  

The news of Armistice would have been heard while on board the ship.  A medical report taken on November 30, 1918 states:

Complains pains at costal margin some days. No relation to food.  States he has had several attacks on board.  Sick parade once.

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on December 28, 1918.  New Year’s Day 1919 he went before a medical board at the 6th Aust General Hospital 1st M.D.  The report from Wareham board was noted and his present condition stated ‘feels well - at times slight malaise.’  100% improvement was anticipated and full capacity in the general labour market was also 100%.  Discharge was recommended.  His check up also noted dental treatment was required.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on February 8, 1919 as medically unfit.  He returned to Beenleigh, Qld and later that year his occupation was returned soldier.

Sapper / Private 3310 Percy Edward Hitchens, 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Provost Corps was issued with the British War Medal (17065) and the Victory Medal (16668) for service for his country.

A Statement of Service was sent from Base Records to the Department of Repatriation, Brisbane on February 7, 1923.

In 1925 he was a labourer living at Caboolture, Qld and in 1936/37 their residence was Palm Avenue, Sandgate, Brisbane with the occupation of a miner.
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Percival Edward Hitchens died on December 15, 1947 aged 68 years. In The Courier-Mail on Wednesday December 17, 1947 the following was published:
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His grave is located in Anzac Portion 7 of the Lutwyche Cemetery, Brisbane within Section 80 in grave no. 12.

His wife Millicent Hitchens lived to be 100 years of age and interred on December 30, 1985 in Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane.

His two brothers also served:

DRIVER THOMAS BENJAMIN HITCHENS

21229 – 23rd Field Artillery Brigade / Aust Employment Corps

Thomas Benjamin Hitchens was born in 1886 at Yamba in the district of East Maitland, NSW.  He was a cane cutter when he enlisted at Lismore and passed the preliminary medical examination.  His application was accepted by the recruiting officer and Attestation paperwork completed on September 22, 1915.  Personal particulars reveal he was 178cms (5ft 8⅞ins) weighed 75.9kgs (167lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-99cms (37-39½ins).  Dark was his complexion with brown eyes and brown coloured hair.  Roman Catholic was his faith.  Next-of-kin was his father William H. Hitchens care of R. Hitchens, Murwillumbah, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced with ‘D Coy’ 5th Depot Battalion until January 3, 1916 then moved to the 36th Battery Field Artillery Reinforcements.  On April 12, 1916 his rank was Gunner with the regimental number 21229 and a member of the 9th Brigade.

He departed on the troopship HMAT A8 Argyllshire from Sydney, NSW on May 11, 1916 and disembarked at Plymouth on July 10, 1916 where he was taken on strength with the 23rd Field Artillery Brigade on September 10, 1916 and continued to train in England.  On December 11, 1916 he spent a week in Fargo Military Hospital treated for Epilepsy.  

The troops departed from Southampton for France on December 31, 1916 arriving the next day.  On January 6, 1917 he was transferred to the 3rd Aust Divisional Artillery Details and on February 9 was transferred in the field to the 12th Army F.A. Brigade.

Gunner Hitchens was wounded in action on October 6, 1917 suffering a contused right arm and evacuated from the front.  

His name appeared in the Casualty List of The Queenslander on Saturday November 24, 1917:


Recovered he returned to duty on December 17, 1917.  

A break from the front was granted and leave taken in the United Kingdom for sixteen days from February 3, 1918. 

He was wounded for the 2nd occasion on April 20, 1918 suffering a gunshot wound fracturing his clavicle.  Treatment took place in the 8th General Hospital at Rouen and returned to duty on May 25, 1918.

On August 8, 1918 he was wounded for the 3rd occasion by a gunshot wound to his neck and moved to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station before recovering in the 8th Stationary Hospital.  During September wound caused further time at the 40th Stationary Hospital at Harfleur and the Convalescent Depot.

He was taken on strength with the Aust Employment Corps on October 10, 1918 and was with this unit when Peace was announced.

He left for the Aust General Base Depot on December 3, 1918 and transferred as ‘B Class’ at Southampton arriving at the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott four days later.  He was disciplined for the following while in camp:




Crime:

Hurdcott 25/12/18 AWL from 900 to 1400 27/12/18




Award:

7 days C.B. 30/12/18



Total forfeiture:
3 days pay.

His return voyage commenced on January 16, 1919 on board H.T. Demosthenes for discharge in Australia as medically unfit.  Next-of-kin were advised officially of his impending return on February 4, 1919.

His name was listed among the returning soldiers published in The Queenslander on Saturday February 22, 1919:

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on March 3, proceeding on the transport to Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) disembarking on March 6, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on May 4, 1919 as medically unfit.

For his service to his country Gunner 21229 Thomas Benjamin Hitchens, 23 F.A.B. received the British Was Medal (45699) and the Victory Medal (44668). 

Thomas Benjamin Hitchens died in 1962 and his death was registered at Casino, NSW.

PRIVATE FREDERICK WALTER HITCHINS

2699 – 25th Battalion / Aust Corps Cyclists Battalion
Frederick Walter Hitchins was born in 1893 at Morara, NSW with his birth registered at Maclean, NSW.  

In the Northern Star Lismore on Friday October 4, 1912 as a nineteen year old he was mentioned for the following:

At twenty-two years of age the unmarried mercer enlisted for active service on July 23, 1915 in Brisbane, Qld.  Attestation forms give his height as 180cms (5ft 11ins) weighing 66.3kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-93cms (33½-36½ins).  Complexion was fresh with brown eyes testing to good vision and had brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars and a scar on his left shin.  His faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr William Hitchens of Murwillumbah, NSW.  He was sworn in the same day.  Basic training was at Enoggera camp Brisbane and assigned the regimental number 2699 in the rank of Private.

He embarked from Brisbane on October 21, 1915 with the 6th Reinforcement to the 25th Battalion on the transport HMAT A48 Seang Bee and on arrival in Egypt was allotted to the 7th Training Brigade at Zeitoun.  Time was spent in hospital in treatment for a social disease.

On April 17, 1916 he was transferred to the 5th Cyclist Battalion at Ferry Post and attached as an escort to the 2nd Anzac Headquarters on May 23, 1916 was promoted to Lance Corporal on May 26.  

The Battalion proceeded to Marseilles, France from Alexandria to join the BEF on June 6, 1916 arriving ten days later.  He rejoined his unit on September 29, 1916.

Lance Corporal Hitchens was wounded in action on November 21, 1916 and admitted to the 103rd Field Ambulance with a gunshot wound to his buttock being treated at the 2nd Aust General Hospital at Wimereux.  

His name was mentioned in The Queenslander on Saturday December 30, 1916 in the Casualty List:


After convalescing he rejoined his unit on January 10, 1917.  On his own request he reverted to the rank of Private on February 16, 1917.

In an accident that was not due to military duty he fractured his left hand (Metacarpal bone) on April 7, 1917 and sent to the 3rd New Zealand Field Ambulance.  He was transferred to England on the hospital ship St Denis on April 14 entering Brook War Hospital the next day.  Discharged to furlough and on his return was admitted to the 1st Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease lasting 39 days.  He proceeded to the Overseas Training Brigade on July 31 and departed Southampton on August 29 returning to France and rejoined his unit on September 3, 1917.

On December 23, 1917 was detached to the 133rd A.T. Coy and rejoined his unit on January 15, 1918.  The next day he was transferred to the 22nd Corps Cyclists and taken on strength the same day.  On March 23 he was detached for duty as Corps Commandant’s Guard rejoining on April 21.

He went sick to the Line of Command Hospital on May 14, 1918 with Influenza.  On May 20, 1918 he died of wounds in the 1st Canadian General Hospital at Etaples resulting from an enemy air raid.  He received a shell wound to his back and buttock from which he did not recover. 

Private Hitchens was buried in the Etaples Military Cemetery in Plot 67, Row 3 in Grave no 168.  Next-of-kin were advised of his demise.  His personal effects returned to Australia on the transport Australcrag and returned to his father.

For his supreme sacrifice Private Frederick Walter Hitchens, 25th Battalion / 22nd Corps Cyclists received the 1914/15 Star (20652), the British War Medal (22618) and the Victory Medal (22449).

The 1914/15 Star and the War Medal were forward for distribution to his father by the Commandant, 1st Military District and the Victory Medal was sent direct on January 23, 1923.  The Memorial Scroll (345541) was mailed on August 8, 1922 and the Memorial Plaque (345541) sent out on November 2, 1922.

On August 2, 1922 his father was advised by Base Records that the site of his son’s grave in Etaples Military Cemetery was Plot 67, Row D in Grave no. 30 stating that his actual burial place remained the same and only the layout had been changed.

LEST WE FORGET

The following extract and photographs of the brothers were published in the book Australia’s Fighting Sons of the Empire NSW & Qld:

© Donna Baldey 2012/2018
www.tunnellers.net

Photo: Australia’s Fighting Sons of the Empire NSW & Qld
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REPORTED SAPPER PERCY HITCHENS ADMITTED TO HOSPITAL SIXTEENTH FEBRUARY BRONCHITIS
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FUNERAL NOTICES


HITCHENS—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs P.E. Hitchens and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved Husband and their Father Percival Edward Hitchens, of Edgar Street, Windsor late of Murwillumbah, late 1st A.I.F. to leave the Funeral Parlour, 40 Adelaide Street, City, This (Wednesday) Afternoon, at 3.30 o’clock for the Lutwyche Cemetery.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD


Funeral Directors





ROLL OF HONOUR


353rd Casualty List


Wounded: Dvr Thos. Benjamin Hitchens, Murwillumbah.





Returning Soldiers per H.T. Demosthenes


21229 Dvr T.B. Hitchens, A. Empl. Co., Lismore, NSW





CYCLING


A bicycle road race over 3 miles, run at Murwillumbah on Wednesday, was won by Fred Hitchens (60 secs), young T. Hogg (70 secs) being second.





ROLL OF HONOUR


254th Casualty List


Wounded:


L-Cpl F.W. Hitchens, Murwillumbah, NSW				Article abridged





Photo of headstone by kind permission of


   The War Graves Photographic Project


               www.twgpp.org





The soldiers whose photos appear above are sons of William H. and Rose Hitchens, of Wardrop-street, Murwillumbah. 


Sapper Percy Edward Hitchens (3310) married Millicent Burns, a daughter of Ambrose and Annie Burns, of Tweed River, in 1905, and has six children. He is 36 years of age, and enlisted at Brisbane in September, 1915. He left Sydney for England, and was sent to camp at Salisbury Plains. He later went to France, and while working on Hill 60 became ill, and was sent to hospital in England. He is now attached to the Military Police. 


Driver Thomas Benjamin Hitchens (21229) enlisted at Ballina in September, 1915, and sailed for England six months later. He was training for some time, and left for France with the Artillery. He was wounded in October, 1917, and was for three months in hospital. He is 32 years of age. 


Corporal Frederick Walter Hitchens (2699), 24 years-of age, enlisted on 23rd July, 1915, and after three months' training at Ennoggera, sailed for Egypt. He was later sent to France, and was wounded in November, 1916.  On his recovery he was attached to the Cycle Corps as a despatch rider, and is now in Belgium. 


Their younger brother, Arthur, tried to enlist, but was under age.


Source: Australia’s Fighting Sons of the Empire NSW & Qld








