SAPPER THOMAS HIORNS
7675 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Thomas Hiorns stated he was born at Shrewsbury, Shropshire, England.  He was born on 14 November, 1866 the son of John and Ann (nee Anderson) Hiorns.  
In 1871 at Roushill, Shrewsbury his family were listed as mother Ann (34) with children Sarah Ann (6) and Thomas (4).
A decade later in 1881 Thomas (15) was working as a servant at 21 Hampton Terrace, Warwick in the home of J. Motham (61) and E. Motham (64) with Mary Ann Goode (20) servant.

At nineteen years of age on 6 July, 1886 he enlisted for military service at Chelsea and was assigned to the Commissariat and Transport Corps in the rank of Private with the service no. 7036.  Attestation Forms reveal he was 164cms (5ft 4¼ins) tall, weighed 58kgs (128lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Fresh was his complexion with blue eyes and light brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Several scars were noted under his right year, on left lip and right elbow.  After two years and 158 days he was discharged on 10 December, 1888.  

The following year he ventured to Australia on the new screw-steamer Bungaree, of 2,100-tons which had been launched at Newcastle-on-tyne shipyards in September, 1889 for Mr William Lund’s Line.  Under Master of the Ship Captain F.H. Skins they departed London on October 24 and arrived in Melbourne, Victoria about December 12, 1889 with 5 saloon passengers and 36 in steerage disembarking.
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He appears to have settled at Mount Egerton district for on 27 December, 1897 married at Egerton, Victoria to Miss Jemima Thomas with their marriage reported in the:

The family followed mining to the goldfields of Western Australia around 1901 and from 1910 to 1912 were registered residing at 182 Wittenoom Street, Boulder.  He was a lodge member of the Friendly Society there.
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Misfortune struck the family suffering losses through house fires which were reported in the:

Several weeks later the following notice was placed in the:
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A small mining accident occurred which was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Boulder on 7 February, 1917 the married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he deleted several birthdays to give his age as forty-seven years and was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  His address was 200 Burt Street, Boulder.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer at Kalgoorlie later that day.
Forms of Attestation completed describe him further having a good physical development and a pulse of 72, four vaccination scars, one on his right arm and three on the left and had not had tuberculosis, fits or insanity.  He weighed 61.8kgs (136lbs) and had a chest expansion of 89-99cms (35-39ins) with a fair complexion and brown hair and his blue eyes passed the eye test with fair vision in both eyes.  Religious faith was Church of England.  He declared he had served four and a half year with the Army Service Corps at Woolwich.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Jemima Hiorns of 200 Burt Street, Boulder and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the “Oath of Enlistment” at Kalgoorlie on February 17.

Basic Training commenced with the D3 Depot Battalion from March 7 when extensive dental treatment was given and later sent to the Xth Depot Battalion on 2 May, 1917 for further instruction. 
[image: image6.emf]Acknowledgement to his volunteering for service was mentioned in a letter published in the:
A transfer to the Tunnelling Companies training camp at Seymour, Victoria followed and allotted to the April Reinforcements from May 16 until 6 August, 1918.  In preparation for departure it was noted that his Will had been lodged with his wife Jemima Hiorns at 200 Burt Street, Boulder.  His rank was Sapper with the Regimental number 7675.
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at No. 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 14 November, 1917 from Southampton marching into the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Four days later were transferred to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.
On 24 November, 1917 Sapper was attached to the 3rd Pioneer Battalion in the field and returned to the Entrenching Battalion on December 13.

Sapper was attached on 22 December, 1917 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 2 January, 1918.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for overseas service.

He received pay in Boulogne on 12 May, 1918.

Service continued without incident until 14 July, 1918 when he went sick to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) and transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station.  On July 20 was moved to the 4th Army Corps Depot from the 20th C.C.S.  He was discharged to duty on 1 August and rejoined his Unit two days later.
He proceeded on leave to England from October 28, 1918 and while there Peace was declared and returned to duty two days later on November 13.

The Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges defusing booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On May 2, 1919 Sapper was sent sick to the B Division Field Ambulance then on to the C.C.S. suffering from Pharyngitis.

Orders were received on May 31, 1919 to report to the Aust Base Depot 2 for his preparation to return to England and crossed the English Channel from Havre on June 6, 1919 marching into the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny a day later.

A.I.F. Headquarters granted leave from June 10 and marched out to the War Records Section at Headquarters in London that day and to report back to Sutton Veny on June 25.  An extension was granted for an extra day’s leave returning on June 26.
After demobilisation Sapper Hiorns embarked for Australia for discharge on board H.T. Main on 23 July, 1919.  Base records advised his wife on August 14 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked at Fremantle on 27 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:
At No. 8 Aust. General Hospital in Fremantle Sapper appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board on September 28 and his Statement of Case reads:


Disability:


Prior to enlistment



Any wounds or injury?
No



Any illness on service?
No

Soldier’s statement on present condition:
Pains in head.

(Signed by) T. Hiorns

Heart, lung, other organs, hearing, other malady:   clear

Recommendation:


Referred to the Review Board re persistent headaches.
He returned to No. 8 Aust. General Hospital at Fremantle on 20 November, 1919 and his Statement of Case from the Review Medical Board stated:  



Proposed disability:

Defective Vision



Origin of disability:

Prior to enlistment



Casualty date:


Prior to enlistment

Essential facts:
(1) Hypermetropia [condition of eye –distance is clearer than close up] R. 2/5 – 5/6 L. 2/5 – 5/6 Glasses supplied

Disability due to:
Aggravated by service
Present condition:
Suitable glasses supplied.  Heart & Lungs clear.

Teeth decay:
By service – now replaced

Final opinions Disability:
(a) Not due to Military Service (b) Aggravated by Service


(c & d) not due to proper care on man’s part

Permanent disability:
No disability – R.M.S.

Labour market:
No

Recommendation:
Discharge unfit to General Service

Surgical appliance:
Glasses supplied

Approved:
Perth, (5th M.D.) 26/11/19

Military Discharge was issued in Perth on 26 December, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (20329) and the Victory Medal (19396) were issued to Sapper 7675 Thomas Hiorns, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  A letter was sent to his last known address – 200 Burt Street, Boulder City, W.A. on 16 October, 1924.

In 1925 Mrs Hiorns was living at 46 Victoria Avenue, North Fremantle.

Thomas developed Miner’s Phthisis sometimes referred to ‘black lung’ a common affliction of miners, which is a progressive disease of wasting away of tissue and pulmonary tuberculosis.
Evidence shows that Thomas must have decided to go to the Waterfall Sanatorium situated 26 miles south of Sydney in the hope of a recovery.  The Sanatorium’s site was 1,000 feet above sea level as it was believed that tuberculosis patients required a high and rarefied atmosphere in the country away from pollution and air impurities of cities.  It treated patients, some for years, male, female and children in the advanced and chronic stages of tuberculosis until they were cured or died.
Thomas Hiorns passed away on 10 September, 1927 aged 61 years in Waterfall Sanatorium, NSW.  Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Waterfall Cemetery (now called Garrawarra) in row J within plot 48.  The following notice announcing his demise was placed in the:

His grave’s inscription is recorded by Austcemindex.com:

    Thomas Hiorns   born 1867 died 14 September 1927 aged 60 son of John and Ann

Mrs Jemima Hiorns died two years later on 18 November, 1929.  An Obituary was published in the:
In the Sydney War Cemetery’s Garden of Remembrance a Commonwealth War Grave Plaque commemorates his service on Wall 34 on Panel D. 

Footnotes:

WATERFALL SANATORIUM
Waterfall Sanatorium was the state's only purpose-built facility for people suffering tuberculosis (consumption or TB).  The first patients were admitted to the Sanatorium on 14 April 1909.  The main building had beds for 180 male patients but at first some of the wards were used for staff.  In May 1912 a new wing for 120 female patients was completed, with tuberculosis patients from Newington State Hospital transferred upon its opening.
The first building had open verandahs looking out to sea.  Patients in the active phase of TB were isolated in fibro chalets, about the size of a garden shed, until they improved in health, or died.  Additional chalet-style accommodation was built, but demand for treatment for "the white plague" meant that the Sanatorium was often overcrowded, with emergency beds placed on verandahs.
Treatment consisted of rest, relaxation, improved nutrition, and medicines to treat symptoms as they appeared, with the hope of increasing resistance.  Patients stayed in the sanatorium until they achieved a clean bill of health (which could take years) or died. 
Tuberculosis was a virulent and highly contagious disease that provoked widespread fear in the years before it could be treated with antibiotics.  Doctors and health authorities could commit sufferers to sanatoria like Waterfall, under special laws designed to contain the spread of TB, and detain them until they were cured, or died.  TB was also a factor in the removal of children from their families.  It hospitalized breadwinners and caregivers, causing poverty and hardship.   It also made children sick, causing them to be institutionalized.  Welfare authorities also removed children from households where TB was present.  The lethal nature of TB was considered to justify such harsh measures.

The advent of antibiotic treatment, together with thoracic surgery, and a national campaign to prevent tuberculosis, greatly improved the prognosis for the disease.  Isolation was no longer considered a necessity, and tuberculosis patients were accepted into public hospitals for treatment.  By 1958 patient numbers at Waterfall Sanatorium had decreased to less than 100.  The sanatorium was closed and the site was converted to Garrawarra Hospital.  The old buildings have been boarded up for some time.  Garrawarra Centre for the Aged is located on the site.

All who died at Waterfall Sanatorium were buried on site. There are about 2000 graves in the Waterfall Sanatorium cemetery, now part of bushland at the Garrawarra Hospital grounds and was transferred from the State to the Wollongong Council in the 1960’s when most of the names and records were lost.  Disinterest in subsequent decades saw nature reclaim the cemetery site and every headstone or plaque remains in some sort of disrepair due to fallen trees, covered by branches, lichens and copious leaf litter hiding the subsidence of graves.   Further destruction from severe scorching by numerous bushfires has melted lead lettering of the epitaphs.   In 2012 the Wollongong Mayor, Gordon Bradbery, after local historical public interest, announced a conservation management plan would be prepared for the cemetery.   Permission is required from the New South Wales Ministry for Health to visit the site and visitors are discouraged to enter the former hospital site and cemetery with the gates permanently locked.
It is interesting to learn that former patient, twenty year old Gladys Ethel Nellie Muggeridge who died on September 2, 1927 was also buried in Row J in grave no. 46 (near Thomas Hiorns in No. 48) that her descendants still have the original receipt for the cost of her burial which was for £5 5s (5 pounds 5 shillings).   Some burials were paid for by relatives while others too poor were buried by the State.
Below are two newspaper photographs from about the time Thomas Hiorns was a patient at the Sanatorium.
                                 
His son also served.

PRIVATE JOHN THOMAS HIORNS
4934 – 51st Battalion
John Thomas (Tod) Hiorns gave his birthplace as Ballarat, Victoria in 1898 the son of Thomas and Jemima (nee Thomas) Hiorns.  He and sister Elsie Margaret Hiorns were twins and came with their parents to the W.A. goldfields being educated at Boulder State School and he received military training with the 84th Senior Cadets.
At the Training Area, RAE in Boulder on 15 January, 1916 the eighteen year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and being under the age of 21 years both his parents signed the consent form.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal details show his height at 168cms (5ft 6ins) with a chest measurement of 88cms (34½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms reveal further information of weight at 55kgs (121lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-88cms (32-34½ins).  Fair was his complexion with brown hair and his brown eyes passed the eye test with fair vision.  
Church of England was his religion and initially nominated his mother Mrs Mima Hiorns of 200 Burt Street, Boulder as next-of-kin but changed it to his father Thomas Hiorns of the same address.  He was sworn in at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 24 January, 1916.

Basic training commenced with the 46th Depot Battalion from January 24 and allotted to the 15th Reinforcements to the 16th Battalion.  His rank was private with the regimental number 4934.  
The Reinforcements departed Fremantle on 1 April, 1916 on HMAT A38 Ulysses the same transport that the Mining Corps voyaged on to the Suez.  Arriving on April 28 disembarked and was transferred to the Cyclists Corps on May 18, 1916.  On 29 May embarked from Alexandria on HMT Brita which docked at Plymouth on June 8.
Transferred to the 11th Battalion on 7 September, 1916 and proceeded to France on 22 October, 1916 arriving at Etaples.  From there was transferred to the 51st Battalion on 7 November, 1916 and taken on strength the next day.

Was wounded in action on 12 October, 1917 Private Hiorns received a gunshot wound to his buttock and was evacuated to England for further treatment.  While there he was admitted to Ontario Military Hospital, Orpington with trench fever.
News of his misfortune was published in the:

Recovered and proceeded overseas from Southampton on 14 February, 1918 marching into the Infantry Depot in Havre and rejoined his unit.

Wounded in action for the second occasion on 29 April, 1918, suffering a gunshot wound to his left foot (severe) and was conveyed on hospital ship Panama to England entering the 5th Southern General Hospital at Portsmouth.

His wounding for the second time was reported in the:
On May 30, 1918 was transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth to await his return home.

Private Hiorns embarked for Australia for a change due to the bullet wound to his foot on board H.T. Boonah on 22 July, 1918.  Base Records notified his mother on August 9 that he was returning home.  The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 11 September, 1918.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 8 October, 1918 as medically unfit.
In 1925 his residence was 19 Lane Street, Boulder with the occupation as machinist.

He married in 1926 to Jessie Nancy Callen McGill with their marriage registered in Coolgardie, W.A.  They resided all their married life at 75A Hopkins Street, Boulder with the same occupation.

Mrs Nancy Hiorns died 2 June, 1971 aged 73 years.

John Thomas (Tod) Hiorns passed away aged 73 years on 20 August, 1972 and was interred with his wife in Boulder (New) Cemetery in the Presbyterian portion.
www.ozburials.com records their Headstone as:
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Ballarat Star Saturday January 29, 1898:


WEDDINGS


At the Congregational Church, Egerton, last month, the marriage of Mr Thos. Hiorns, late of Shrewsbury, England and Miss J. Thomas, second daughter of Mr Thomas Thomas, Egerton, was solemnised by the Rev. William Thomas, of Ballarat, in the presence of a large number of friends.  The bride was attired in white nun’s relling, trimmed with chiffon and ribbon, with usual wreath and veil, and accompanied by her bridesmaids, the Misses Margaret, Sarah and Catherine Thomas (sisters of the bride), and the Misses Harding and Norton.  Mr Lane of Ballarat, acted as best man.  The bride was given away by her brother Mr William Thomas.  The church was beautifully decorated for the occasion by lady friends of the bride.  Miss Lewis, the church organist, played the bridal march.  After the ceremony a large number of friends sat down to breakfast, when the usual toasts were honoured, and responded to.  The remainder of the evening was most enjoyable occupied.  The bride received many valuable presents. 





Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday April 2, 1914:


ITEMS OF NEWS – FIRE AT BOULDER


At 1.35 yesterday afternoon, the Boulder Fire Brigade received a call from the Davis-street alarm, and on turning out it was found that No. 130 Davis Street, a four roomed wood, iron and hessian house, owned and occupied by Thomas Hiorns, was well alight.  The flames in fact had such a good start that before the firemen could extinguish them the place had been completely gutted.  The fire broke out in the front bedroom while Mrs Hiorns was ironing in the kitchen, and it origin is unknown.  The premises were unfortunately uninsured and the loss is estimated at about £150.  Mr Hiorns and his family have been particularly unlucky of late, as they were previously burned out only some four or five months ago.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday May 22, 1914:


THANKS


MR and MRS T. HIORNS which to especially THANK Mr J.J. Pollard, Mr T. Kilmartin, and all  his fellow workers on the Hannans Star Mine, and other kind friends who so liberally assisted them in their recent misfortune.





Thomas and Jemima Hiorns and children


L-R back: Alma, John Thomas (Tod), Maxwell, Elsie Margaret


Front: Lewis, William and May Hiorns


Photo sourced from Hiorns Public Member Tree – Ancestry.com – and used with permission





Kalgoorlie Miner Monday October 11, 1915:


ITEMS OF NEWS – MINING MISHAPS


Scalp wounds were sustained last Wednesday by Thomas Hiorns, of Burt-street, a miner, on the Great Boulder Proprietary mine, who went back to work before some ground was worked down, when a small piece fell on his head.  											


Article abridged





Westralian Worker Friday Mach 16, 1917:


GOLDFIELDS GLIMPSES


GOLDFIELD BREWERIES UNION


Dear “Worker,”—A line from the Beer Boys.  Union matters have been quiet of late, so there has been no news to send.


The boys have one more member in khaki, Tommy Hiorns, who, by the way, has a son in the firing line.  The best of good luck to father and son.  We hope they will make the return journey together.


								J.P.CUSACK		Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday October 7, 1919:


ARRIVAL OF TROOPSHIP


Perth Sept 28.


The Troopship Main, which arrived at Fremantle yesterday, disembarked 223 troops and dependants today.





West Australian Wednesday 14 September, 1927:


DEATHS


HIORNS—On September 10, 1927, at Waterfall Sanitorium, New South Wales, of Miners’ Phithis, Thomas Hiorns, late of Burt-street, Boulder; aged 61 years.





Daily News Tuesday December 3, 1929:


LATE MRS JEMIMA HIORNS


After an illness extending over several months, the death of Mrs Jemima Hiorns occurred on Monday, November 18.  The deceased was born at Mt Egerton, Victoria and 25 years ago came to Western Australia and took up her residence in Boulder.  For the last seven years she has resided with her son at North Fremantle, and was well known for her charitable disposition and anxiety at all times to do what she could for the relief of others.  She had endeared herself to everyone with whom she came into contact and claimed a large circle of friends


The funeral took place on November 19 and the remains interred in the Church of England Cemetery, Karrakatta.  The Rev. Canon Collick officiated at the graveside in a very impressive manner.


The chief mourners were: Messrs T., M., W., and L. Hiorns (sons), Mrs W.H. Waters, and the Misses M. and G. Hiorns (daughters), Messrs W.H. Water and G. Taylor (sons-in-law), Mesdames O’Longlan and E. Taylor.


The pall-bearers were Messrs: G. Fraser, M.L.C., C. Taylor, H. Doust, T. Prosser, O. Graham and W.F. Poland.


Several floral tributes were placed on the grave and the relatives have received numerous communications of sympathy in their bereavement.


The funeral arrangements were in the hands of Messrs Arthur E. Davies and Company.





Photo of Plaque in Sydney War Cemetery’s 


Garden of Remembrance


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veteran Affairs 


and used with permission
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Map of Waterfall Cemetery sourced from Pinterest referenced to Google.com.au





Photo of a desolate grave in Waterfall Sanatorium Cemetery


sourced from Pinterest Collection on the cemetery’s graves





Western Argus Tuesday November 27, 1917:


WOUNDED


Mrs T. Hiorns, 200 Burt-street, Boulder, has received word from the Base Records Office that her son, Pte J.T. Hiorns, has been wounded in France.





Western Argus Tuesday May 21, 1918:


WOUNDED


Private J.T. Hiorns, son of Mrs T. Hiorns, of 200 Burt-st, Boulder, has been wounded in France for the second time.  She was a scholar at the Boulder Central School, and worked on the Kalgurli mine prior to enlisting.





Hiorns


Nan. Mother of Betty 2 June, 1971


Tod. Father of Betty 20 August, 1972








