CAPTAIN RONALD BUTLER HINDER
1st Tunnelling Company
Maitland, New South Wales was the birthplace of Ronald Butler Hinder on 29 June, 1891 the son of Robert John and Sarah Florence (nee Mills).  He was educated there attending the East Maitland High School from 1905 and matriculated in 1908. His awarding of a State scholarship was announced in the:
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He went to the Sydney University to study for five years from 1909 to achieve a Bachelor Engineering degree.  At football he excelled playing for the 2nd Rugby Fifteen in 1909 and 1910 then 1st grade Rugby Fifteen from 1910 to 1912 and in the Blue football team of 1911.  The following was published in:
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In the notes on him in the Book of Remembrance for the Sydney University the following was mentioned:

“He was full-back in the First Rugby 15 in 1911 & 1912 but was compelled to withdraw in the latter year owing to a broken ankle and hospitalised in the same ward with player Paddy Jeckyll.”
He was a candidate for the Rhodes Scholarship which was reported in the:
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While there he also was associated with the University Scouts for two years until his time expired. He graduated from the Sydney University with a Bachelor of Engineering (B.E.) in 1913 and was registered as a surveyor in Cobar, NSW later that year working at the Great Cobar Mining Company until its closure.  On 21 April, 1914 he was employed with the Public Works Water Supply and Sewerage as a first grade Engineering Draughtsman.

Professor T.W.E. David from the Sydney University was the driving force behind the Government and military to form a Mining Corps and Ron left his employment to join their recruiting campaign.
At the Sydney recruiting depot on 16 May, 1915 the twenty-three year old mining engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighed 76.3kgs (168lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-97cms (33-38ins).  Medium was his complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and had medium brown hair.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Robert John Hinder of 453 Alfred Street, North Sydney, NSW.  

News of his enlistment was published in the:
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His employers made a presentation on enlistment which was reported in the:

He reported to the A.I.F. Infantry Depot at Liverpool, NSW on 30 May and signed and took ‘the Oath’ to serve King and country the same day.  Allotted there for basic training to the 2nd Reinforcements to the 20th Battalion but was transferred on 17 June to Z1 Company Depot being issued with his Kit by the Camp Quartermaster the next day.  On July 1 was transferred to the School of Instruction at the Engineer Officers Training School with further Kit issued by the Quartermaster on July 6.  Another transfer took place on 1 August from the Training School to the Engineers Depot at Moore Park joining the 10th Reinforcements to the 1st Field Company.  The Quartermaster at Liverpool again checked his Kit on August 26.  His rank was Corporal with the regimental number 1788.
He applied for a Commission with the A.I.F. which was granted to be 2nd Lieutenant on 1 December, 1915 and published in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette in issue No.158 of 23 December, 1915.  On 1 January, 1916 appointment was confirmed.   He was to be Lieutenant which was advertised in the Gazette of 24 February, 1916 in issue No.28.  Allotment was to the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps as per military order no.129/16.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

News of his promotion was published in:

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Former Captain O.H. Woodward of the 1st Tunnelling Company wrote an unpublished account My War Story of the Great War in the 1930’s and the following extracts to formation of the Mining Corps are as follows:

“As the date of our embarkation approached the Battalion organisation was finalised and the personnel was as follows:

No. 2 Section:


Lieut. R.B. Hinder







Lieut. F.C. Phippard







Lieut. R.A. Clinton

Before leaving Fremantle a change in officers took place.  Major MacTaggart due to illness did not embark and Captain J.D. Henry took command of No. 1 Company with Lieut. E.S. Anderson as his adjutant.  Lieut. McBride was transferred to No. 1 Company and Lieuts. Phippard and Cohen to No. 2 Company.”

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  
The Gazetted officers of the Mining Corps’ No. 1 Company were published in the:

The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 9 June, 1916 Lieutenant was admitted to the No. 2 New Zealand Field Ambulance with pain from an old appendicitis scar and three days later was transferred to the Divisional Officers’ Rest Station with ICT (inflammation of connective tissues) at Mont Noir and discharged to his unit on June 24.

Returning was attached temporarily to Headquarters Staff on 24 June, 1916 and rejoined his unit on July 9.

The No.2 Section in the lead-up to October, 1916 were working on a system of dugouts between front and support lines at Prowse Point in the Plogsteert Wood Sector and by August moved to work on a dugout system on Hill 63 at Hyde Park corner.  In November, 1916 the No.2 Section joined other sections working at Hill 60.

Lieutenant Hinder had also been trained as a ‘listener’ through a course at the Listening School lasting about ten days where they learnt to distinguish between any normal sounds created during mining operations.  The listener would be on duty at any specified post underground for a fixed period, usually a six hour shift silently listening for sounds of underground mining by the enemy.  Detailed reports were provided of sounds heard to superiors on return to the surface.  So these sounds could be credited solely to the enemy all company work would cease while intensive listening could be carried out.  Listening posts were many and numbered to gauge from these positions the location of enemy mining activity which was accurately recorded on the Mine Plan.
In the Official History of the Great War by C.E.W. Bean in the section “The Mines at Hill 60” the following extract reads:
“On April 5th [1917] Lieutenant Hinder, listening at the tamping, heard the Germans working a winch in some neighbouring shaft which, by the sounds, seemed to be lined with metal.  Four days later the enemy raided the British trenches, evidently searching for mines.

Major R.B. Hinder M.C. 1st Tun. Coy, Mining engineer of Mosman NSW, b: Maitland East, NSW 29 June 1891.”

The 1st Tunnelling Company did not fail their duty with the firing of the Hill 60 mines on 7 June, 1917 and the attack on Messines Ridge was regarded as successful.
The following extract is in the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company for that day:
“1917

June 7th
 Mines blown at ‘zero’ (3.10a.m.)



A charge:  depth 90’  45,700lbs ammonal} 3 series each



B charge:                     7,800lbs G.C.        } of 5 detonators



B charge:  depth 100’ 70,000lbs                } “      ditto


Diagrams and measurements of craters given.”
Fellow officer Lt. Jim Bowry wrote to his parents two days later about their ‘stunt’ and mentions Lieutenant Hinder as follows:

Officers were relieved that afternoon after the heavy strain of the preceding days and went to a Rest Camp.

Ron wrote home to his sister a letter which was published in the:


On 11 January, 1918 promotion was announced he was to be Captain.  The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following:
“Jan 1918 11th}
Lts R.B. HINDER & H.H. CARROLL to be CAPTAINS. 
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for his years of overseas service.
The 1st Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary has the following information during April and May, 1918:

  “1918
April, 15th
Lt Bowry takes up duties as Temporary Adjutant in place of Capt Hinder who had 

been relieving Capt Carrol [Carroll] evacuated sick.
Medlow Camp

1918 May 1st

Dull cloudy, no rain.  Orders received to take over 2nd Canadian Tun’g Coys’ work 


in D. Sector.  Our No 3 & No 4 Sections preparing to move North in consequence Capt Hinder No 3 Section hands over his work to Capt Clinton No 2 Section and Capt Woodward his to Capt McBride No 1 Section.”
On 4 June, 1918 Captain Hinder was awarded the Military Cross.  The Unit Diary recorded the following: 

APPENDIX 3

HONOUR AND AWARDS


MILITARY CROSS:
Captain Ronald Butler HINDER awarded Military Cross A.I.F. Order No.





1248 List No. 340 Dated: 4-6-18





King’s Birthday Honours.

News of his award was published in the:

The Unit Diary records the following:
“Sep 1918
25th
Cloudy and unsettled.  Sections working on roads with American Engineers and 90th Labour Coy.  Capt Hinder went on leave to England.” 

Captain proceeded on leave on 26 September and returned on 14 October, 1918.  The final entry in the Unit Diary for him states:

“1918 BUSIGNY


November 4th
Fine and cold – stunt started Road Report Centre opened at Molain Bridge. No. 1 Capt Woodward & party successfully constructed Tank Bridge over canal at 51.d.3.A Sh  57A under heavy enemy fire with casualties of 4 killed and 5 wounded.  Parties under T.Capt Yates & Capt Hinder accomplished very useful work in locating numbers of mines and traps of all descriptions.  No. 3 Section moved to X.4.d.8.8 Sh. 57B.”
A few days later Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the

Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Military authorities forwarded on 18 November, 1918 to his father R.J. Hinder Esq, at 453 Alfred Street, North Sydney a copy of the extract from the Second supplement no. 30716 to the London Gazette dated 3 June, 1918 relating to conspicuous services rendered by the undermentioned member of the Australian Imperial Forces.
AWARDED THE MILITARY CROSS

Captain ROLAND BUTLER HINDER       
(spelt as per notice)
They also advised that this had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 173 on 7 November, 1918.

A cablegram was issued on 10 January, 1919 that it was essential any claims or debts against officers must be paid before embarking and he acknowledged all claims had been settled owing in France, Belgium and England.  Should any claims unaware of were to be forwarded to 10 Clifford Street, Mosman Sydney.

At the Presbyterian Church, Grange Road, Birkenhead on 10 January, 1919, Ronald Butler Hinder (27) of Woodside Hotel, Chester Street, Birkenhead married Jessie McLeod (21) spinster of Hampden Ville, Rose Mount, Oxon.  The ceremony by license was conducted by Minister J.D. Munro according to the rites of the Presbyterian Church.  She was the daughter of William McLeod, shipwright foreman.
Next-of-kin changed to his wife Mrs J. Hinder, Hampden Villa, 45 Rose Mount, Oxen, Birkenhead, England.

As part of demobilisation Captain Hinder left for England on leave to take up Non-Military Employment (NME) commencing on 27 January, 1919 for six months with pay and subsistence to obtain engineering experience with Birkenhead Corporations, Town Hall, Birkenhead until 27 July, 1919.

On 24 April, 1919 was admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) and no subsistence was to be paid at this time till further notice.  His NME was cancelled from 26 May, 1919 and was boarded at A.I.F. Headquarters by the Medical Section and granted leave until 1 July, 19 and recalled.  
Accompanied by his wife, Captain Hinder embarked for home on 17 July, 1919 on H.T. Orsova.  Next-of-kin were advised by Base Records on 8 August, 1919 that he was on his way home.   The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 4 September, 1919.  News of the arrival was reported in the:

The ship continued to Sydney (2nd Military District) where news of disembarkation of passengers was published in the:

Their arrival at the Sydney wharf was printed in the: 

On his arrival home on 10 September, 1919 Captain Hinder was struck off strength with the A.I.F.  
A Commission Form was sent on 12 September, 1919 to the Assistant Adjutant-General’s Office.

His appointment was terminated on 12 January, 1920 in the 2nd Military District. 
The former soldier was at the reunion held a year later in memory of the Messines battle hoping to make it an annual event.  A small article was published in the: 

His Life Insurance Policy had been lost and replacement was advertised in the:

Along with his Military Cross, the British War Medal (33200) and the Victory Medal (32785) were issued to Captain Ronald Butler Hinder, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Both medals were collected on 7 June, 1922 giving his postal address as “Papanni”, Dangar Street, Lindfield.

He rejoined the Public Works as a 2nd grade surveying engineer with the Water Supply and Sewerage in the Canterbury, Campsie and Belmore districts remaining in that role until 24 April, 1923.  He then worked at the Portland Cement Works.

He was a witness in the Divorce Court with proceedings reported in the:

From 1930 on their residence was 10 Dangar Street, Lindfield with surveyor as his occupation.  
He sent the following undated letter (1930’s) to former fellow officer O.H. Woodward after reading his unpublished War Story:
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Department requested a copy of his service from Base Records which was forwarded on 5 December, 1935.
In 1936 they were residing at 58 Clanwill Road, Lindfield with his occupation as civil engineer.  A year later their address was 51 Clanvill Road and in 1943 was 45 Clanwill Road, Lindfield with the same trade.

A minor fine was administered by the Police Court and reported in the:

The following was published in the:
Ronald Butler Hinder, late of Nowra and Epping, passed away on 24 June, 1948 aged 56 years.  Family announcements were published in the:
His plaque can be located in the North Terrace of Northern Suburbs Crematorium at garden 29.

His service is commemorated in the New South Wales Garden of Remembrance, Sydney War Cemetery, Rookwood with a plaque on Wall 5, panel K.

REUNIONS

His name appears in the Australian section of the Register of Tunnelling Company Officers Roll of Honour in 1925 and listed as:


Hinder, R.B., Capt. M.C. 1 Coy, Sewerage Department, Public Works, Sydney, NSW


Topographical Index for New South Wales:


Hinder R.B.

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

TUNNELLERS

1934

Ron Hinder
10 Dangar Street, Lindfield

notation:    Deceased

Professor Sir T.W. Edgeworth David was held in esteem as the driving force behind the establishment of the Mining Corps and well respected by his fellow comrades whom he went to the front with.  They attended his funeral which was reported in the:

In the Tunnellers Circular of 1949 the following was mentioned by the author Johnnie Royle:
“During the last few years I do not know whether I have told you of the deaths of some of our old friends.  I will note below a few to whose death my attention has been drawn:-




Dave Bonar

1947




H.W. Gartrell

1945




Ron Hinder

1948




Harry Wheeler Brown
1948”

SYDNEY UNIVERSITY’S BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
His father replied on 28 June, 1918 to a congratulatory letter from the University after his son won the Military Cross.

Mr R.B. Hinder completed their War Service Form and he stated:

Enlisted 30/5/1915 Sydney – Mining Corps


Embarked 20/2/1916
Ulysses
Returned 6/9/1919 Orsova




Military Cross received 4/6/1918 
Enlisted Infantry and joined Professor David’s Mining Corps at its inception and served throughout with them up to the signing of the Armistice.  Entire service in France.  This company was responsible for Mines of Hill 60.

Graduated B.E. 1913

Not very brilliant

Won Scholarship E.M. High School 1905-1908.
Matriculated 1908.   Graduated 1913

Football 1st Rugby XV 1910-11-12
-  Blue football 1911

Football 2nd Rugby XV 1909-10.

Achievements: M.C., B.E., Assoc.M.Inst.C.E., A.M.I.E.Aust., Captain 1st Aust. Tunnelling Company
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Tuesday July 4, 1905:


PUBLIC SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIPS


As the result of the competitive examination held on June 1 and 2, the following have been awarded State scholarships at the high schools, contingent upon their producing satisfactory proof that they were under the age of 14 years on the first day of the examination, as required by the regulations under the Public Instruction Act:  


          	West Wallsend: Ronald Butler Hinder.						


Article abridged





Sun Sunday September 1, 1912:


NINE OUTED!  VARSITY’S RED ROLL


REMARKABLE SEASON’S RECORD


Yesterday R.W. Anderson, the University half, who has captained the team since E.M. Fisher sustained severe injury to his left eye during the Blue and Gold’s first semi-final with Glebe.  He remained on the field, though his face was suffused with blood, and all his dash had gone, but the injury was sufficiently severe to necessitate treatment during the week, and to keep him out of yesterday’s fourth meeting with Glebe, which proved University’s last match this season.


Having decided to make the trip to America, Adamson was not taking any more risks.  His absence yesterday made the ‘Varsity Red Roll’ for the season no fewer than nine.  Those who met with disaster were Broughton, Jeckyll, Hordern, Fisher (captain) James, Morris, Pennefather, Adamson (captain) and Hinder.





Daily Telegraph Monday November 4, 1912:


RHODES SCHOLARSHIP


CANDIDATES FOR 1913 - WHAT THEY HAVE DONE


Applications of candidates for the Rhodes Scholarship for 1913 closed on Saturday.  There were six names handed in:


R.C.M. Boyce, W.F. Crawford, J.A. Fitz-Herbert, R.B. Hinder, H.A. Ritchie, E.A. Southee.


  Ronald Butler Hinder is probably better known in the University as a footballer than as a student.  He entered the University from the Maitland High School, and is a present in the fourth year of the engineering course.  He has had a uniformly successful course, without brilliancy.  He has gained distinction as full-back for the first fifteen, and has not only gained his University blue, but has represented the State.  He also went in for racing to some extent, and appeared in several club races.





Maitland Daily Mercury Friday May 21, 1915:


THE RECRUITING CAMPAIGN


One of the latest additions to the long and growing list of East Maitland High School “old boys” who have enlisted is Mr Ronald Hinder, B.E.  Writing of the recruiting campaign, his father Mr R.J. Hinder, B.A., says—“There are hundreds and thousands here—stadium habitues and racegoers, worthless fellows—who ought to be made to go.  The flower of our community is being depleted.”  Our military authorities would not welcome large batches of recruits who would seriously lower the status of the Australian contingents and tend to jeopardise the safety of the Empire.  The Government might well rope in a few hundreds of the idle fellows who are war shirkers, and put them to work on wheat-raisin to help make up the shortage caused by farm workers in the army, paying them according to work done, and not union wages for Government stroke.





Sunday Times Sunday May 30, 1915:


A presentation was made at the Public Works Department yesterday by Mr R.S. Littlejohn to Mr Ronald B. Hinder, B.E., of Sydney University, on behalf of their brother officers in the Department.  The presentation consisted of a shaving set and smoker’s outfit.  Mr Hinder will leave Sydney shortly with the Expeditionary Forces.





Ronald Butler Hinder


Photo sourced from Book of Remembrance


Sydney University





Herald (Melbourne) Thursday February 24, 1916:


A.I.F. PROMOTIONS – APPOINTMENTS MADE


Among appointments to and promotions in the Australian Imperial Force are:


  To be Lieutenants—2nd Lieuts E.S. Anderson, E.M. Tooth, R.Y. Langdon, H. Priestman, A.F. Cohen, R.B. Hinder, H.W. Brown and C. Woodhouse.						


Article abridged





Maitland Daily Mercury Friday February 25, 1916:


LIEUTENANT RONALD B. HINDER


Among the promotions recently notified is that of Ronald B. Hinder, recently of East Maitland, who is in the Engineers, and has been promoted from Second-lieutenant to Lieutenant.





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Monday April 3, 1916:


AUSTRLAIAN MINING CORPS


ALLOTMENT OF OFFICERS


Commonwealth military orders gazetted the other day give the following allotment of officers of the Australian Mining Corps:


No.1 Company—Major J.N.C. MacTaggart; Lieutenants, E.N. Mulligan, W.P. Avery, P.J. Day, R.B. Hinder, A.F. Cohen,; second-lieutenants, F.G. Phippard, A.E. Tandy, R.A. Clinton, W.T. Anderson, O.H. Woodward, W. Moore, A.P. Smith, E. Cortis.





Northern Miner Tuesday August 21, 1917:


A Letter from France


 Lieutenant J. Bowry of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company which is linked up with the Royal Engineers writes to his parents from France under date 9th June, 1917:--


“Lieut Hinder (N.S.W.) of football fame led the party to inspect Hun dug outs and from all accounts beat the infantry and arrived first on Hill 60.”  				


Article abridged





Officers 1st Tunnelling Company – Rest Camp, Brandhoek, Belgium, June, 1917


Front row: l-r Lieutenant R.B. Hinder


Photo sourced from Aust War Memorial – public domain





Tweed Daily Tuesday October 16, 1917:


A SOLDIERS VIEW OF THE STRIKE


Mrs Farquharson, of Murwillumbah, has received from her brother Lieut. R.B. Hinder, B.E., an officer of Colonel (Professor) David’s Engineers, attached to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Corps) who did such fine work at Messines) an interesting letter from the front, in which he states the man at the front’s view of the strikers.


Lieut Hinder says: I have been reading in the “Times” of the railway and tram strike over there.  I need hardly say what the general opinion is over this side.  To think that we are scrapping for a rabble like that, it makes one’s blood boil.  First they down conscription and then stop the wheels of industry, for the life of me I can’t see why.  Until they deal with the ringleaders in a firm way there will never be any peace.


								Continues





Continued


We’ve got a way of dealing with such people over this side which is short, sharp and effective; they don’t make trouble afterwards.


We’ll remember how they let us down when we were crying for reinforcements.  You can’t imagine how it makes one feel.  


I don’t want to talk of anything we do or suffer—we take that without a grouch, but I do think that the very least that could be done would be to let us have the knowledge that all is well at home.  One feels downright ashamed to belong to the same country as those fellows.  Thank God we’ve got some men over here who have shown themselves to be men.  That’s the brighter side.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday June 6, 1918:


MILITARY HONOURS


The “London Gazette” contains the following list of members of the Australian and New Zealand Expeditionary Forces who have been decorated:              MILITARY CROSSES


Australians:  R.B. Hinder							Article abridged





Sun Tuesday July 2, 1918:


MILITARY CROSS


Captain R.B. Hinder, who has gained the Military Cross, was one of the finest Rugby full-back in New South Wales.  He was educated at the East Maitland High School and the Sydney University.  Graduating in mining engineering in 1912, he entered the service of the Great Cobar Mining Co., but when the mine closed down he joined the Public Works Department.  He enlisted in May, 1915, and left Australia in February, 1916, as Lieutenant of the Mining Corps, which took part in the tunnelling operations at Messines, taken by the British.  Captain Hinder is a son of Mr R.J. Hinder, headmaster of the Sydney High School.





Age (Melbourne) Thursday September 4, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS


TRANSPORT ORSOVA ARRIVES TODAY


The troops from the Orsova will disembark at Port Melbourne to-day at 9 a.m.  No cars will be wanted for this boat.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday 5 September, 1919:


THE ORSOVA


Troops by the Orsova will disembark at the Orient Wharf, Circular Quay, at 9.30 a.m. tomorrow.  They will be given leave, and will report during the morning at the Barracks.


Queenslanders will leave for Brisbane by train at 3.30 p.m. on Sunday.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday 6 September, 1919:


PASSENGERS BY THE ORSOVA


The following is a list of passengers on the R.M.S. Orsova, which is due to arrive here to-day from London, via ports:


	Capt. and Mrs Hinder.								


Article abridged





Sunday Times (Sydney) Sunday 7 September, 1919:


SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES BY THE ORSOVA YESTERDAY


The great 12,000-ton liner Orsova came alongside the Orient wharf shortly after 3 p.m. yesterday, amidst a scene of great enthusiasm.


There were only 40 troops aboard for New South Wales and 11 for Brisbane.  The former disembarked and went away at once with their friends, without the usual medical examination. The Queensland men continue the journey on the ship to Brisbane.


The following decorated officers were on board: Capt. Hinds, M.C.


The ship brought a number of soldiers’ wives and children.  In the first-class there were 22 ladies and two children, in the second-class, 35 and two children, in the third-class, 150 and 70 children.


Several of the war brides spoken to stated that everything was all right, and that they had no complaints about the food or anything else.  The weather, however, had been bad on the voyage, which necessitated the children being cooped up a good deal below.





Sydney Morning Herald June 21, 1920:


TUNNELLING COMPANY


The Officers of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company held a reunion at Pfahlett’s Hotel to perpetuate to the memory of the battle of Messines, June 7, 1917.


Major David, C.M.G., D.S.O., who presided, made reference to the excellent work accomplished by the Australian Tunnelling Companies not only in defensive and offensive mining operations, but also in the efficiency of the systems of deep dugouts first inaugurated by the Australian Mining Corps, and afterwards universally adopted by the Allied armies.  Captain R.B. Hinder, M.C., said that he had received many letters from members of the unit unable to be present, expressing the hope that the dinner be held annually, and a motion to this effect was unanimously carried.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 31, 1920:


PUBLIC NOTICES


AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY


Head Office, 87 Pitt-street, Sydney—LOST POLICY.—It is the intention of the Society on or after the sixth day of October next to issue a Special Policy in place of Policy No. 261,864, on the life of RONALD BUTLER HINDER, which is declared to have been lost.  Dated at Sydney this 20th day of August, 1920.	


H.W. APPERLY, General Manager





Evening News Friday June 4, 1926:


IN DIVORCE COURT


Ronald Butler Hinder, engineer, employed at the Portland Cement Works, said he had stayed at Dr Byrnes house in Strathfield for a week or ten days about the end of September, 1924.  He noticed that the relations between Dr Byrne and his wife were most cordial.  While at the house, witness never saw Dr Byrne under the influence of drink.  About a month after he left the house Dr Byrne told him his wife had left him.





Daily Telegraph Saturday June 5, 1926:


CRUELTY DENIED – DOCTOR IN THE BOX


Dr Byrne in the Divorce Court yesterday, denied the allegations of intemperance and cruelty, made by his wife.


Ronald Butler Hinder, engineer at the Portland Cement Works, also deposed that he was well acquainted with Dr Byrne, and had never known him to be intemperate.					


Article abridged








10 Dangar Street,


											LINDFIELD.


	Dear Oliver,





	I find it difficult to conjure up words with which to express the pleasure I have had in reading of your thoughts and experiences during the Great War.


	Some of the episodes were shared and the reading of them has brought back to me many memories which recall the comradeships shared and the friendships formed which endure to this day.


	I would add my congratulations on a literary effort which has compacted so much into so little and which has so vividly portrayed the many incidents recorded.


	I personally recall with pleasure our mutual association at all times and particularly on those occasions during which our respective commands collaborated.


	It is a delightful thought to have such a record for your children.





				With all good wishes,


			    	      Your old comrade in arms,


				            Ronald B. Hinder.





Nepean Times Thursday June 3, 1943:


POLICE COURT


The following cases were dealt with by Mr C. Pickup, P.M. at Penrith on Thursday:


	Ronald Butler Hinder was fined 10/. Costs 6/; for no rear light on car.		


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday March 13, 1945:


LAW NOTICES – IN BANKRUPTCY


Registrar—2.30 Re Ronald Butler Hinder.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 26, 1948:


DEATHS


HINDER, Ronald Butler (Major M.C.)—June 24, 1948, at hospital, Nowra, late of 22 Chester Street, Epping, dearly loved husband of Jessie and loved father of Nora and Joan.  At rest.


FUNERALS


HINDER—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Jessie Hinder and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly loved Husband and their dear Father, MAJOR RONALD BUTLER HINDER, M.C.; to leave the Presbyterian Church, Epping, This Morning, after service commencing at 10 o’clock, for the Crematorium, Northern Suburbs.


Motor Funerals Limited, A.F.D.A.


Railway Parade, Eastwood. 


HINDER—Officers and Members of the Tunnellers’ Association are invited to attend the Funeral of their fellow Member, RONALD B. HINDER.  For further particulars see family notice.





Photo sourced from Northern Suburbs Crematorium website





Photo supplied by Dept. of Veteran Affairs and used with permission





Sydney Morning Herald Friday August 31, 1934:


PROFESSOR MAJOR SIR T.W. EDGEWORTH DAVID


THE MOURNERS


The coffin-bearers were members of the A.I.F. Tunnelling Companies’ Old Comrades Association, consisting of Major J.B. Shand, Major R.B. Hinder, Captain F.G. Phippard, Lieutenant W. Manton, Lieutenant J. MacD. Royle, Lieutenant J.C. Close, Lieutenant H.V. Seale, and Lieutenant J.E. Armstrong.








