SAPPER EDWARD THOMAS HILL

2189 – Mining Corps

Edward Thomas Hill was born in Pontypool, Monmouthshire, Wales about 1888 the son of Edward W. and Lucy Hill.  In 1891 the family were residing at 17 Nicholas Street, Trelethin, Pontypool and consisted of Edward (26) County Court Bailiff, wife Lucy (24) and their son Edward Thomas (2).  

Ten years later in 1901 the family lived at Capel Street, Pontypool and citizens of the household were Edward W. (36) County Court Bailiff, Lucy (34), Edward T. (12), Olive S. (9), Arthur (8), Reginald (3) and Harry (1).  Military experience was gained from 370 days with the 3rd Dragoon Guards.

When about twenty-three years of age, Edward embarked from London on the steamer Wakool for Australia and arrived on May 18, 1912.

At Liverpool camp, near Sydney, New South Wales on October 12, 1915 the twenty-six year old miner applied to enlist for Home Service only.  He was sworn in two days later and assigned on October 25, 1915 to the Military Provost Staff until December 14, 1915 when he was discharged as service no longer required after 63 days of service.  His kit was returned in order and his pay of thirteen days was issued.

Re-enlisting on December 28 that year he passed the medial examination and Attestation Forms were completed at Casula camp, near Liverpool which describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-93cms (34½-36½ins).  Fair in complexion and dark brown hair with good sight in his grey eyes gave Church of England as his faith.  Distinctive marks were tattoos on both forearms. Next-of-kin was his wife Mary Ann Hill of Burns Road, Bonnyrigg, Liverpool, NSW and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of his wife and children.  He was sworn in the same day.

He was allotted to the No. 1 Company, Mining Corps on December 31, 1915 in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 133.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

The Corps departed Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses for Fremantle, Western Australia but Sapper Hill was Absent without Leave and failed to embark.  A Warrant was issued for his arrest on March 16, 1916 and if found return to Victoria Barracks.

On April 11, 1916 at Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW Edward passed the medical examination once more for active service abroad.  Attestation papers were completed stating he was 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighed 77kgs (170lbs) with the same chest expansion.  Complexion was still fair with grey-blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a mole on left buttock.  Next-of-kin remained the same.

He was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company recruits on May 1, 1916 at Rosebery Park.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2189 and assigned to the Miners’ Reinforcements on June 1, 1916.  On July 5, 1916 he was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction.

He was moved to the Reserve Company, Pioneers from October 27 to November 7, 1916 then returned to the Miners’ camp.  On November 15 he was marked as deserted.

Returned several weeks later on December 7 to the Miners’ Reinforcements but five days later was transferred to the 8th Reinforcement to the Light Horse Regiment in the rank of Private at Seymour camp.

On January 16, 1917 he received an injury to his right hand and admitted to the No. 14 Australian Auxiliary Hospital at MacLeod, Victoria and two days later sent to their Rest Camp to convalesce and light duties.   On May 28 he was conveyed to No. 5 Aust General Hospital for X-Ray and examination of hand remaining until June 4, 1917 then returned to MacLeod hospital.  Major Russell advised against an operation and patient to continue massage and returned to Rest Camp.  On June 8 he was readmitted to No. 5 Aust General Hospital for ten days for treatment of the right hand injury and while there went before the Medical Board.  His Statement of Case reads:




Disability:

Injury right hand




Origin of disability:
16 January, 1917




Place of disability:
Seymour, Vic




Essential facts:
Says he was kicked by a horse whilst on duty and 3rd right







Metacarpal bone injured.  Mrs Dougherty, 15 Victoria Grove







Auburn, says he hurt his hand fighting another man.




Opinion of disability:
Says he was kicked by a horse.




Caused by:

Says he was on ordinary military duty




Present condition:
Adhesion of tendon, extending right middle finger.  X-Ray 







Report 30/5/17 “Marked arthritis of metacarpal-phalangeal

joint of right middle finger and the bones appear to be ankylosed  [bent or crooked]; marked osteoporosis of all the bones of the hand, probably from disease.



        Disease aggravated by:
Information not available at MacLeod



        Disability caused by:
He states injury received on duty




Special treatment:
Yes massage




Labour capacity:
one third




Recommendation:
Discharged permanently unfit




Approved:

13/6/17 and report to Staff Officer for Injured Soldiers




Confirmed:

17/6/17

Trooper Hill was discharged as medically unfit on June 27, 1917 and not due to misconduct after serving 461 days of service.  Conduct was noted as Good.

All documents were forwarded to Base Records on June 21, 1917.

Base Records wrote to the Officer at 2nd Military District on December 10, 1920 in connection with the soldier’s failure to disembark at Melbourne and requested the subsequent history of the soldier as his name appeared on the Roll No. C3/205/4063 in connection with payment of camp gratuity.

As he did not serve overseas Sapper Hill was ineligible for War Service Medals.

In 1919 an Edward Thomas Hill was registered living at Emily Street, Seymour, A.I.F.  Their residence in 1930 was 48 Sutherland Street, Neutral Bay and worked as an attendant and from 1933 onwards was registered residing at 37 Young Street, Cremorne with the occupation of attendant.

Edward Thomas Hill passed away on September 6, 1958 aged 72 years.   His passing was published in the:
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday September 8, 1958:


DEATHS


HILL, Edward Thomas, September 6, 1958 at a private hospital, of 37 Young Street, Cremorne, late Father of Beatrice, Edna, Cecil and Eric.  Aged 72 years.  Private Cremation.











