SAPPER WILLIAM HENDRY
3615 – 1st Tunnelling Company
William Hendry stated he was born in Durham, England in 1882 the son of William and Justina Hendry.  Military experience was gained from four years with the Cyclists Corps of the 3rd Durham Regiment until his time expired. He came to Australia with his wife Elizabeth and their small children and settled in Helensburgh, New South Wales.
At the recruiting depot in the Sutherland Shire on 4 March, 1916 the thirty-four-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 153cms (5ft) tall, weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) and a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) with a brown complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Elizabeth Hendry of Helensburgh, NSW allotting three-fifths of his pay in support her and their children.  Swearing in took place on 6 March, 1916 at Bathurst, NSW.
Basic training commenced with the Depot Battalion, Bathurst from 6 March until March 15 when allotted to the 4th Tunnelling Company training at Rosebery Park, Sydney.
Meanwhile recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company had been training in Brisbane, Queensland embarking early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3615 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Troop inspection reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:


Offence:
AWL from 4/8/16 to 7/8/16



Award:

14 days C.B. [confined to barracks]


Total forfeiture:
4 day’s pay RW by O.C.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the next day.  On 30 September, 1916 was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium assigned to work at Ploegsteert Wood on several dugouts.
On 26 November took sick and three days later admitted to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then soon after conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to Wimereux entering the 14th General Hospital until December 9.  Same day was moved to the 14th Stationary Hospital at Boulogne with suspected Enteric Fever.
Sapper was invalided to England from Havre on 4 January, 1917 on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle and admitted to the University War Hospital for treatment of Typhoid Fever (slight) the next day.  Remained a patient there until May 4 when discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Hendry embarked for a change to Australia due to Enteric Fever on 23 May, 1917 on board H.T. Argyllshire.  Base Records advised his wife on 14 June he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 19 July, 1917.  Their arrival was reported briefly in the:

His recovery and local arrangements were reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 19 September, 1917 as medically unfit.
A write-up of the welcome home function in Helensburgh was covered by both local newspapers:

About five months later a welcome home and farewell to new recruits was held at Helensburgh and published in the:

Sapper 3615 William Hendry, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (46414) and the Victory Medal (45341) for serving his country.
In 1930 he was still a miner at Helensburgh.  The following incident was reported in the:

A further snippet was also reported in the:
The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and sent out to them on 24 February, 1932.
Their address was from 1934 onward was Old Station Road, Helensburgh with the same occupation.  
Retired in the 1940’s and remained at the same address.
William Hendry passed away on 30 June, 1972 aged 90 years.  Family announcements were placed in the:


Cremation took place at Woronora Crematorium with ashes placed in the Wall of Memories, AIF Panel 14 row GG at position no. 34.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

           1934
HENDRY, W.
Helensburgh, NSW

1T.C.
       1960-68
HENDRY, W.
Helensburgh, South Coast 2508 1st
       1969-71
HENDRY, W.
Helensburgh, South Coast          notation: no reply ‘71
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday July 20, 1917: 


INVALID SOLDIERS RETURNING


A number of invalid soldiers will arrive this morning.  Friends and relatives who have received tickets marked “R” from the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.a.m. to meet the men.										


Article abridged





Illawarra Mercury Friday August 3, 1917:


HELENSBURGH


PERSONAL. –Pte W. Hendry, who has returned from France suffering from the effects of enteric fever, is to be given a welcome home, arranged by the local patriotic committee.  He is at present an inmate of Randwick Military Hospital.





Illawarra Mercury Friday September 21, 1917:


HELENSBURGH


PATRIOTIC. –The local patriotic committee held a social on Monday night, to welcome Private W. Hendry home and tender a farewell to Privates Harris and Matt Allan.  Presentations were made to each by the Rev. Smee, and G. Smith and J. Robertson on behalf of the committee and citizens.  The recipients suitably expressed their thanks.  





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday September 21, 1917:


HELENSBURGH


(Our Correspondent)


The Centennial Hall was crowed on Monday night on the occasion of a farewell to departing recruits, and a welcome home to a soldier who has returned from France.  Presentations were made to Pte C. Harris, who is attached to the Sportsmen’s Unit, and to Sapper M. Allen by the president of Helensburgh Patriotic Association, Mr J. Robinson, on behalf of the residents.  Rev. R. Smee was called upon to present Sapper W. Hendry with a gold medal, suitably inscribed, and in doing so heartily welcomed the returned soldier amongst us again.  The recipients returned thanks for the presentations, leaving the platform amidst hearty cheers.  													Article abridged





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday February 8, 1918:


HELENSBURGH


(Our Correspondent)


The following report of the Patriotic Committee, Helensburgh, was placed before the annual meeting and adopted:  Seventeen committee meetings have been held during the year and have been well attended for the most part.  Entertainments have been held to welcome returned and departing soldiers.  Those welcomed were C. Dawes, W. Hendry, J. Ellis and H. Josland.  Those given farewells in the name of the people of Helensburgh either at the public entertainments or privately by the executive were A. Parker, J. Hunt, L. Knight, J. Stevens, J. Davenport, G. Dowson, M Marks, A. Luck, W. Allanson, A. Harrison, T. Ramsay, C. Harris and W. Johnson.											Article abridged





Illawarra Mercury Friday July 18, 1930:


HELENSBURGH


Mr Alfred Luck, butcher, when returning from Sydney on Saturday night in his meat wagon, collided with a cow on the road at Waterfall.  Wm Hendry, who was riding in the wagon, was thrown to the roadway and sustained a badly injured shoulder.  The front of the wagon was badly smashed.





Illawarra Mercury Friday April 17, 1931:


HELENSBURGH


The cricket club held a euchre party and dance last Saturday night.  The euchre prizes were won by Mr Wm Hendry and Mrs Piccinelli.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 1, 1972


DEATHS


HENDRY, William—June 30, 1972, at hospital, of Old Station Road, Helensburgh, dearly loved husband of the late Elizabeth Hendry, dearly loved father of Polly (Mrs Piccinelli), William (deceased), Jessie (Mrs Mowe), Dick, Don and Betty (Mrs Rowlands), fond father-in-law of Albert Cecil, Edna, Madge and Andy, and grandfather and great-grandfather of their families.  Aged 90 years.


FUNERALS


HENDRY—The relatives and friends of the late WILLIAM HENDRY, of Old Station Road, Helensburgh, are invited to attend his funeral, to leave our chapel, 388 Forest Road, Hurstville, Monday next, July 3, on conclusion of service commencing at 1 p.m. for the Woronora Crematorium.


J. & C. HARDY


A.F.D.A.





His Plaque at Woronora Crematorium, Sydney


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website








