SAPPER WILLIAM HAMILTON HEAD

589 – Mining Corps

William Hamilton Head was born in 1869 in Bendigo, Victoria the son of Henry and Jane (nee Francis) Head.  He married in 1891 to Matilda Beavis and they had four children.  In 1903 the family were residing at Ramrod Gully, Diamond Hill, Bendigo with his occupation of a miner.

At the recruiting depot in Adelaide, South Australia on August 13, 1915 the forty-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed which reveal he was 177cms (5ft 9¼ins) tall, weighed 71.8kgs (158lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins).  Complexion was fresh with blue eyes that passed the eye test with poor sight in his right eye and good vision in the left.  Distinctive marks were a burn scar on his right leg and two moles on his chest and two on his back.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Matilda Head of 58 Shamrock Street, Bendigo, Vic and gave three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He was sworn in the same day.

Basic training commenced as a Private with ‘D Coy’ 2nd Depot Battalion until September 22 when he was transferred to Mitcham camp to join the Engineers up to October 31, 1915.  While there the following disciplinary action was taken:



Offence:

Mitcham 5/5/15 Absent without leave



Award:


Forfeiture 3 day’s pay

Transferred to the Exhibition Ground camp on November 1 was allotted to the Mining Corps.  Further discipline was administered:



Offence:

Exhibition camp 11-12/11/15 Absent without Leave from Tattoo



Award:


1 day CB [confined to barracks]






Forfeiture 1 day’s pay

He was granted final leave to Bendigo, Vic with a return rail warrant to arrive back on November 23, 1915.  In trouble again the following occurred:



Offence:

Adelaide 6/12/15 Absent from Parade



Award:


Fined 5/-

The recruits were transferred to Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales for further training with the Mining Corps.  



Offence:

Casula camp 21/1/16 A.W.L. 1 day & drunkenness



Award:


Fined – Drunkenness withdrawn 

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.  During this time the following offences occurred: 


Offence:

Blackboy Hill camp A.W.L. 2 days 18/3/16



Award:


4 days detention



Offence:

Blackboy Hill camp A.W.L. 25-28/3/16 4 days



Award:


7 days C.B. [confined to barracks]



Length of Service:
226 days



General Character:
Very Bad



Last entry:

Drunkenness

On March 29, 1916 Lt-Colonel Fewtrell signed a request to the camp Commandant of Blackboy Hill camp in view of the latest incident being absent for four days, the culmination of a series of military offences, presented his conduct sheet.  Out of a total of 58 days on which parades were held he attended only 22 and during the remaining 36 he had been Absent without leave, sick or in detention.  In his opinion of this inefficiency he strongly recommended that he be discharged and asked if this could be arranged.

The Mining Corps departed Fremantle on April 1, on board Ulysses and voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt but Sapper Head disembarked the transport as medically unfit.  He requested to be discharged and his application reads as follows:

“CAMP COMMANDANT


Blackboy Hill Camp



I beg to request that my discharge be granted in Western Australia, I clearly understand


that the Defence Department will not at any future time be responsible for my fare to my


District of Enlistment.









Signed:  W.H. Head


4/4/16

Military Discharge was issued in Perth, W.A. (5th Military District) on April 4, 1916.

In 1919 his wife Matilda was residing at Esma Street, Bendigo, Vic.

As he did not serve overseas Sapper Head was ineligible for War Service Medals.

Matilda Head (nee Beavis, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth (nee Groves) Beavis) died at Bendigo in 1825 aged 52 years.
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