SAPPER VICTOR HATFIELD

7231 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Charters Towers, Queensland was the birthplace of Victor Hatfield born on 18 August, 1879, the son of John and Flora (nee Turner) Hatfield.  A three year blacksmithing apprenticeship was served under T. Laycock and mine work followed.  
In 1903 he was a miner living at Lime Street, Clermont and in 1912 and 1913 was at Wolfram, N.Q working as a miner.  In 1915 he was at Hodgkinson Street, Charters Towers and mining.

While working as a mine labourer in Selwyn, Queensland he enlisted on February 7, 1917.

Provisionally passed by the Selwyn medical officer as fit who recorded his height of 173cms (5ft 8ins) with a chest measurement 107cms (42ins), of single status and aged 36½ years.  He was sent to Townsville, Queensland and was sworn in on February 12.  His Attestation Forms add his weight of 76kgs (168lbs) with fair complexion, dark hair and brown eyes giving good vision. He was dentally fit and his religion was Church of England.  His brother John Hatfield of Eton, Mackay, Queensland was named next-of-kin. 
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

A month’s basic training took place at the 11 Depot Battalion, Brisbane until March 16, 1917, and then ten days with the 10th Reinforcements to 47th Infantry.  Being a trained mining blacksmith he was transferred to the 1st Military District Miners’ Depot (Brisbane) on March 27.  On April 4 left for their training camp at Seymour, Victoria receiving instruction until May 16, 1917 when he was transferred to the Ascot Vale Isolation Camp. On his return on June 7, 1917 he was assigned the Regimental number 7231 and the rank of Sapper with the March 17 Reinforcements.  His Will was noted to be lodged with his sister Miss Flora Hatfield, School Teacher residing at Reid River, via Townsville, Qld.

Sapper Hatfield was one of 167 Reinforcements to depart Melbourne, Vic on August 8, 1917 on the transport HMAT A32 Themistocles.  The voyage travelled via Colon (Christobel), Halifax, Nova Scotia terminating at Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England and marched into No 1 and 3 camps at Parkhouse the following day to begin further training for the front.













 

They proceeded overseas on November 11, 1917 via Southampton and marched in to Rouelles, France   moving from the Australian General Base Depot and reaching the 1st Aust. Corps Depot by November 27.  Hatfield was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on December 3, 1917 and taken on strength on January 17, 1918.

On June 2, 1918 he was wounded in action (gassed by shell) and entered the 5 A. Field Ambulance then transferred to the 53 Casualty Clearing Station the following day. Two days later was admitted to the 61 C.C.S. progressing to the 49 C.C.S. by June 8, recovered and discharged to duty by June 16, 1918. His next-of-kin was advised on June 21.

On July 1, 1918 he was taken to hospital sick and admitted to the 15 A.T. Ambulance with P.O.U (Pyrexia {Fever} Origin Unknown) and transferred to the 61 C.C.S.  Ten days later was discharged to unit.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
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Two days after the Armistice leave to the United Kingdom was granted from November 13, 1918 returning on December 7.

For five months after the war his unit worked on necessary rehabilitation projects and were recalled to Base on May 24, 1919 to prepare for departure to England.  On May 30 they embarked via Havre and marched in the next day at No 2 Group Depot, Sutton Veny.  

Sapper Hatfield embarked from Devonport, England on July 24, 1919 aboard H.T. Bakara.  His next-of-kin was notified of his departure on August 19.  He was admitted at sea to the Ship’s hospital on September 24 receiving 12 days treatment for a social disease. 

He disembarked on September 30, 1919 in the 2nd Military District (N.S.W.) and was discharged on November 1, 1919 in the 1st M.D. (Queensland).

His address in 1919 was care of Naylor, Bowen Street, Spring Hill, Brisbane and still a miner.
For service to his country Sapper Victor Hatfield 7231, 2nd Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (31016) and the Victory Medal (29339).  

He married on 1st January, 1923 to Florence Lilly Irwin. 

In 1925 & 1926 he was recorded as a fettler at Yakara working with the No.6 Gang.  From 1932 to 1936 they were residing at 235 Bolsover Street, Rockhampton as a labourer and a year later had moved to 355 East Street and still a labourer.  

The Repatriation Department was sent his Statement of Service from Base Records on November 10, 1938.   

In 1943 Victor was living at the People’s Palace, Denison Street, Rockhampton and still a labourer.  He had retired to the Pensioners’ Reserve, Queens Park by 1949 where he remained until 1954 and entered Eventide Home in Mount Morgan.

Victor Hatfield (Bob) passed away on 8 April, 1954 aged 74 years.  Arrangements were published in the:


Interment in the North Rockhampton Cemetery took place the next day and his grave is located in Compartment 4, within section 13 in grave No. 48.  Religion was noted as Church of England.
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Evening Telegraph Tuesday February 13, 1917:





The eighteen volunteers who left Townsville by the Bingera on Monday night were: A.R. Smith, A. Sullivan, J. Walker, J.E. Hogarth, G.A. Gorrie, M. Jensen, W. J. Hasson, J.A. Packham, G. Early, W.R. Cox, V. Hatfield and T. Carmody of Townsville, G. Pelgrave, C.J. Burtenshaw, F. Payne and N. McKay of Ingham, J. Wylie of Innisfail, A. Toy, of Charters Towers.  Included in the list are two returned men, Barty and Jensen, both of the 9th Battalion, who are re-enlisting.





The Northern Miner Friday July 5, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 414TH CASUALTY LIST


Casualty List No. 414 issued tonight contains the names of 169 Queenslanders.


WOUNDED


Sapper Victor Hatfield, Eton (gas)   						Article abridged





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Friday April 9, 1954:


FUNERAL NOTICES


The Relatives and Friends of the late Mr VICTOR ROBERT (BOB) HATFIELD, of Eventide Home,  late of Queens Park, Rockhampton are respectfully invited to attend his funeral to move from our Funeral Parlour, Alma Street, THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON at 2.30 o’clock for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


TUCKER AND NANKERVELL


Funeral Directors


R.S.S.A.I.L.L.A.


The members of the above League are invited to attend the Funeral of their late member, Victor Robert (Bob) Hatfield.								N. RICHARDSON, Secretary.





Vicinity of Hatfield Grave in North Rockhampton Cemetery, Queensland








