SAPPER HENRY HARVEY
3612 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Henry Harvey stated he was born in Coolamon, in the Riverina District of New South Wales, in 1872 and his parents were registered as Charles and Mary Ann Harvey in the Death Index.  During the Boer War he enlisted with the Imperial Bushmen Reserves to the 3rd Contingent for nine months but did not embark for the theatre of war.
At the recruiting depot in Sydney the forty-four year old unmarried miners’ carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation Forms at 172cms (5ft 7¾ins) tall, weighing 77kgs (170lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-95cms (34½-37½ins) and had a dark complexion with his brown eyes testing to fair vision in the right eye and very poor sight in the left one. His hair was dark.  Distinctive marks were figure of a woman tattooed on his left arm and a dancing girl on the right.  Medical notes were slight varicose vein on right knee and varicocele on right side (varicose veins in scrotum) and required dental treatment.  Religious faith was Church of England.  In lieu of next-of-kin he nominated a friend Patricia Sweetland of 121 Raglan Street, Mosman, NSW.
He went to Bathurst, NSW for basic training from 25 February, 1916 where he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day and on March 15 was allotted to the 4th Tunnelling Company the next day.

In Brisbane, Queensland recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from there early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3612 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  
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He was a member of the company participating in the Inspection of Troops reported in the:
The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 
1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving a day later at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot and was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 30.

His service continued without incident or illness and was issued with two Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave was granted from 14 March, 1918.  While on leave in England he went sick on March 23 from Headquarters to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield and diagnosed with Tachycardia (rapid heart rate) and remained a patient until 9 April until discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
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Sapper Harvey returned to Australia for discharge due to chronic bronchitis on 12 May, 1918 on board H.T. Gaika.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 7 July and news of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 12 September, 1918 as medically unfit.
For serving his country Sapper 3612 Henry Harvey, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (46412) and the Victory Medal (45339).

Base Records forwarded on 18 November, 1930 a copy of his service records to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission.

Early in August, 1934 he wrote to Base Records from his address Post Office, Gundaroo, NSW explaining that some years ago he lost a wallet containing his A.I.F. Discharge and Badge and private papers.  After making every effort by advertising etc. to recover them he did not succeed.  He was given to understand that by application to them and payment of fees he could obtain duplicate of medal and discharge.  
As he would be eligible to apply for the old age pension soon these would be very valuable to him.  He supplied particulars of service and discharge at Victoria Barracks, Sydney.  He also stated that during the South African War enlisted with the Imperial Bushmen at Kensington Racecourse, Sydney and was in camp there, also at Rookwood and Victoria Barracks, Sydney.  He did not go away as he failed his rifle test.  After the contingent went away the remainder of the volunteers who were left in camp were formed into two units – Cavalry and Infantry all under the command of Colonel Oldershaw and the late Captain Niesigh.  
He joined the Cavalry under Lieutenant Tedder and was acting as regimental clerk with the rank of Corporal for that Unit until he resigned.  He thought he was nine months in camp altogether.  Received a good discharge by Col. Oldershaw but lost that years’ ago.  Do you think I could get a duplicate discharge for that? He asked and would feel grateful for their assistance and advice in the matters.
Base Records replied on 8 August, 1934 to his undated communication advising that a Statement of Service would take the place of the lost Discharge and also a duplicate of the Returned Soldiers’ Badge could be obtained in terms of the enclosed circulars.  No records were held in their office of personnel who enlisted for service in the South African War and it was suggested that he communicate with Headquarters, 2nd District Base, Victoria Barracks, Paddington NSW on that subject.

He completed a Statutory Declaration for the Discharge and Brass Badge declaring the circumstances these items were lost were “in 1922 while travelling by Ferry from Mosman to Sydney, suitcase containing clothes in which the wallet containing discharge and badge was left on board.  Enquiries were made at Ferry Office, Police notified and frequent enquiries made at Victoria Barracks and also advertised in Sydney with no success.”  Dated at Gundaroo – 31 August, 1934 and the Statement of Service and Returned Soldier’s Badge (C4856) were dispatched to him on 10 September, 1934.  He receipted delivery of these on 27 September.
Henry Harvey passed away on 30 March, 1946 aged about 74 years.  Burial took place in the Church of England portion of Bowral General Cemetery within Row F in grave no. 53.

The Public Trustee Office in Sydney wrote to Base Records on 2 October, 1946 as they were administering the Estate of the ex-soldier, who died on 30 March, 1946 and kindly asked if they had a Will executed by the deceased.  Records replied on 8 October advising that no record of a Will was executed while serving with the A.I.F. 1914-18 by the deceased.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Monday July 7, 1918:


RETURNED SOLDIERS


SYDNEY, Sunday.  Two train-loads of sick and wounded soldiers arrived at Sydney Station this morning.  A large number of people assembled to welcome them.  On the way to the Anzac Buffet where friends and relatives waited, the men were attributed a rousing reception.  


The Queenslanders did not leave the station, but after having refreshments proceeded on their way by special train to Brisbane.





Harvey Commonwealth War Grave in Bowral Cemetery, NSW
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