SAPPER SIMON CHARLES HARRIS
121 / 7673 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Kapunda, South Australia was the birthplace of Simon Charles (Snowy) Harris on 11 September, 1879 the son of John and Grace (nee Hosking) Harris.  He stated that he served two years and four weeks in Africa during the Boer War but his name does not appear in Nominal Rolls but could have used an assumed name.

In 1905 he married Ethel M.M English at Broken Hill, New South Wales which was announced in the:
Three years later the following notice appeared in the:
The following notice was placed five months later in the:

In 1915 he was a shearer working in the Barcaldine district of Queensland and applied to enlist for active service abroad at the Rockhampton recruiting depot on 20 October, 1915.  Personal details taken show he was aged 36 years, 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall with a chest expansion of 100cms (39½ins).  Passing the preliminary medical examination his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation Forms were completed which describe him further weighing 79.5kgs (175lbs) with a fair complexion, greyish blue eyes and light brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  He said he was separated from his wife and named his brother John Harris of Waitchie, Victoria as next-of-kin.  He was sworn in the same day.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

At Enoggera camp, Brisbane he was assigned to the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps on 25 October, 1915 for basic training.  Members then joined the Corps for further training at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 121.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
A.W.L. from 6 a.m. 23rd to 25th February from Broadmeadows camp



Award:

Fined £3



Character:
Good


Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

Military Records stated he failed to embark from Fremantle with his company on March 8.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
Further disciplinary action for the following was taken:

Offence:
A.W.L. from 11/3/16 till arrested by the Military Police at 7.30 p.m. 22/3/16 and returned to Blackboy Hill camp

Award:
11 days detention      dated 24/3/16
It appears Sapper was still in detention and did not embark when the transport Ulysses departed on 1 April, 1916.  A radio communication on April 15 gave military headquarters a list of those who failed to embark.  Meanwhile Sapper Harris after detention was placed with the No. 6 Tunnelling Company but was discharged medically unfit due to miners’ phthisis (early term for tuberculosis). 
West Australian Military authorities advised Base Records, Melbourne on 20 April, 1916 that Sapper had disembarked S.S. Ulysses and discharged as medically unfit on the 6th instant.  They attached the only available document C.M. Form D32.  The Commandant, 1st Military District (Brisbane) had also been informed.

Base Records received a letter dated 27 April, 1916 from Mrs E.M.M. Harris of 267 Argent Street, Broken Hill requesting information on her husband, No. 121 S.C. Harris who joined in Rockhampton, Queensland and outlined his service as she knew it.  She was given to understand that he had enlisted as a single man.  She requested to know what support she could possibly get from him.  She had letters from him to say he was leaving his money to her and had her marriage lines to show that she was his legal wife.  She asked if they could make full enquiries and let her know as soon as possible.  Base Records replied on May 8, 1916 advising that the soldier enlisted as a married man – separated with next-of-kin shown as his brother, resident at Waitchie, Vic.  Should she desire her name as next-of-kin, it was necessary for her to forward to their office her marriage certificate to support her claim and if it was in order the adjustment would be made.  Until that was done, no steps could be taken in respect of financial matters.
Mrs Harris replied to Records on 12 May, 1916 enclosing her marriage lines and had already filled in the Allotment paper and forwarded same some weeks ago.

Base Records wrote to the 1st Military District (Brisbane) on 18 May, 1916 advising them of the discharge of Sapper Harris as medically unfit on 6 April, 1916.  They also informed them that Mrs E.M.M. Harris of 267 Argent Street, “Olympic Grill Rooms”, Broken Hill, NSW had furnished their office her marriage certificate and after perusal her name and the words “stated to be wife” were endorsed on records of the soldier. 

The same day Records wrote to Mrs Harris advising that after perusal of her marriage certificate her name had been endorsed “stated to be wife” on military records of her husband.  However this soldier disembarked at Fremantle and was discharged as medically unfit from the A.I.F. on 6 April, 1916.  The District Paymaster at Victoria Barrack, Brisbane had been informed and the Officer would be able to advise her in respect of financial matters.  Her marriage certificate was enclosed.
Simon Harris went to work as a miner at the Boulder No.1 Lease and his address was given as Post Office, Fimiston, W.A. in 1916.

At the recruiting depot at the Goldfields Senior Cadets Hall in Kalgoorlie, W.A. on 29 October, 1916 the thirty-seven year old miner applied to enlist for active service again.  Personal particulars taken at his medical examination show he was single, stood 175cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighed 78kgs (172lbs) with a chest expansion of 102-109cms (40-43½ins).  His blue eyes passed the eye test showing very poor sight in his right eye and fair vision in his left eye.  A distinctive mark was a tattoo of a girl on his right forearm.  His address was the Boulder Hotel.  His application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Forms of Attestation were completed noting he had previously served eight months with the Miners’ Corps, A.I.F.  Complexion was fair with fair hair.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin initially nominated was his mother Mrs Grace Menzies of Mica Street, off Oxide Street, Broken Hill, NSW, then changed to his brother Jack Harris of Waitchie, Victoria and finally named his friend Miss Lily Chappell of 92 Aberdeen Street, Perth.  He was sworn in the same day.
His name appeared in the list of volunteers published in the:
Basic training commenced as a Sapper with the 91st Depot Battalion until 16 November, 1916 then transferred to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements.  He was promoted to the rank of Acting Corporal with pay from 4 December at Guildford camp then moved to Rockingham camp on 15 January, 1917 until March 16.  Sent to the Details camp at Karrakatta the same day remained for a month until returning on April 16 to the H.S.P.D. taking up duty as corporal with the 21st Reinforcements to the 28th Battalion. 
Mrs Harris wrote again on 4 January, 1917 to Base Records to say she had information that her husband had been reinstated in the A.I.F. some time ago and would be extremely glad if they could give her information.  If they wanted her marriage lines again she would forward them without delay.  She would like her name endorsed on records as his wife as it was done before.  She was sorry she could not give his present number as she did not know it.  She had his former number if required.  Could they let her know the information as their earliest convenience? 

On 12 January, 1917 Base Records replied to Mrs Harris’ letter of the 4th instant that since her husband had been discharged at Fremantle on 6/4/16, no trace could be found of his re-enlisting, but upon receipt of her request at a later date a further search would be made.

Mrs E.M.M. Harris wrote giving her address care of Mrs W. Morrissey, 66 Oxide Street, Broken Hill, NSW in January, 1917 to Base Records apologising for giving them so much trouble regarding her husband but was informed that he was one called up when Military authorities were calling all discharged men in.  At the time he was called up he was working at the Golden Horseshoe Mine at Boulder Blocks, Kalgoorlie, W.A. but I as I have told you in my correspondence of the 4th instant he left there for the Front some time ago and would gratefully be obliged if they could find out if he had really gone to the Front.  She had no further particulars to give them as she hadn’t heard anything from him for some time.  She imparted that she had been in the Broken Hill and District Hospital with enteric fever for a month which left her not too strong now.  She thanked them for their kindness and wished to hear from them.

He reduced in rank to Sapper on 25 April, 1917 when transferred to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements.  On 19 May was relocated to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and placed with the April Reinforcements until 5 August.  In preparation for departure it was noted that his Will had been lodged with his friend Miss Lily Chappell at 92 Aberdeen Street, Perth. 
The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

His mother Nurse Menzies of Mica Street, off Oxide Street, Broken Hill wrote to Base Records on 7 November, 1917 requesting any news of her son, she believed to have enlisted in Western Australia after being rejected the first time.  He came to Seymour camp for further training before sailing and wished if possible they would answer her following questions.  His regimental number and who was drawing his military pay?   Records replied on 14 November, 1917 stating that according to records held her son embarked from Sydney on 8/8/17 and gave her his address for correspondence.  They continued that the Nominal Roll of his unit shows that Sapper Harris left an allotment to Miss Lily Chappell (friend), 94 Aberdeen Street, Perth.
In England on 21 November, 1917 he went sick to Delhi Military Hospital with a sprained foot (N.Y.D. not diagnosed yet) and transferred to Tidworth Military Hospital the same day.  Was discharged on 5 January, 1918 after treatment for a fractured metatarsal bone in right foot, and left for the Training Depot at Tidworth then marched into the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny the next day with debility classed C3.  On 9 February, 1918 he returned to Weymouth Depot to await his return to Australia.

Miss Ida Donaldson wrote on 19 February, 1918 from 209 Royal Parade, Parkville, Victoria to Base Records to say she had received a letter from Sapper Harris who said he was marked to return by the hospital ship to be discharged being unfit for service.  She asked if they had heard anything further.  Records replied on 21 February that to date no advice had been received of his return to Australia.
Sapper Harris embarked for Australia for discharge on 12 March, 1918 on board H.T. Kenilworth Castle due to urethral stricture but was transhipped to the H.T. Field Marshall at Durban, South Africa on 23 April, 1918.  

Base Records informed his next-of-kin on 5 April that he was returning home.  This letter was returned ‘unknown by letter carrier’ on 23 May, 1918.

His name appeared in the list of soldiers in the:
The ship docked at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 13 May, 1918.  He was admitted to the No. 8 General Hospital, Fremantle until May 15.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 29 May, 1918 as medically unfit.

Mrs Ethel Myra M. Harris was granted a military pension of 15 shillings per fortnight from 30 May, 1918 to her address at 141 Argent Street, Broken Hill, NSW. 

With his next-of-kin nominated in Perth unable to be contacted Military authorities advertised in the:

The 5th Military District, Perth wrote to Base Records, Melbourne, Vic on 17 June, 1918 in reply to their memo stating that their letter to Miss L. Chappell had been returned unclaimed.   They informed Records that the soldier had returned to Australia and his next-of-kin was now residing at 30 James Street, Perth.

Miss Ida Donaldson wrote again on 11 July, 1918 from 209 Royal Parade, Parkville, Victoria to Base Records requesting the home address he was staying as she knew he had returned to Western Australia.  Base Records replied on 13 July advising Sapper had returned on 13/5/18 and discharged from the Force on 31/3/18.  His whereabouts since the latter date were unknown to the Department.  However a letter addressed to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers at the Defence Department, Perth may reach him.
Sapper 7673 Simon Charles Harris, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (20451) for embarking from Australia and serving in England.  He was ineligible for the Victory Medal as he did not serve in a theatre of war.

In 1922 he was a station hand working on Yanrey Station, Roebourne, W.A. up to 1925 then worked as a cook on Jarramongup Station via Katanning before moving to 76 Francis Street, North Perth.

On 5 July, 1926 he applied and was issued for identification purposes in lieu of lost Discharge with a Statement of Service over the counter at Base Records, Melbourne.  Another copy of his service was dated 31 August, 1927 and was posted to him at White Central Café, 41 Franklin Street, Melbourne. A memo on the carbon copy dated 29 July, 1927 states: “Under no consideration is another S.O.S. to be issued to this man.”  
The Repatriation Commission, Melbourne requested his Statement of Service from Base Records and forwarded on 5 August, 1926.

In 1928 his address was listed as 47 Wattletree Road, Malvern, Vic with occupation as miner.

Simon Charles Harris died about 8 July, 1930 aged 52 years.  Burial took place on July 9, 1930 at Springvale Botanical Cemetery, Melbourne.

His death was announced about eighteen months later in the:
He was remembered in following years by his sister during Anzac Day services at Broken Hill which were reported in the:
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Barrier Miner Wednesday June 21, 1905:


MARRIAGE


HARRIS-ENGLISH—June 1 at the residence of the bridegroom, Mica-street, off Oxide-street, by the Rev. J. Watson, Simon Charles, youngest son of the late John Harris, Kapunda, to Ethel Myra Millicent, the only daughter of Richard Watson English, of Lane-street, North Broken Hill.





Barrier Miner Tuesday December 8, 1908:


FUNERAL NOTICES


THE Friends of Mr and Mrs Simon Charles Harris are respectfully informed that the remains of their late son, CHARLES WATSON, will be removed from their residence, Morish Street, off Central Street, S.B.H., THIS DAY (Tuesday) at 3 p.m., for interment in the Methodist Cemetery.


J. POLKINGHORNE & CO., Undertakers


MEMBERS of Wattle Blossom Lodge are respectfully invited to meet at Sister E. Harris’ residence, Morish Street, off Central Street, THIS DAY (Tuesday), 2.45 p.m. to follow the remains of her late Son (CHARLIE) for interment.


									SECRETARY WATTLE BLOSSOM





Barrier Miner Monday May 17, 1909:


PUBLIC NOTICE


I, SIMON CHARLES  HARRIS, of Mica-street, late of S.B.H., will NOT be responsible after this date, the 18th day of MAY, for any DEBTS contracted by my WIFE, ETHEL HARRIS, who left  her home without due cause.


										(Signed) S.C. HARRIS





Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Friday October 22, 1915:


CENTRAL DISTRICT VOLUNTEERS


Thirty-one more recruits, who have been accepted for service in the Australian expeditionary forces, have left for Enoggera this week.  Their names are:


S.C. Harris, Barcaldine								Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday October 31, 1916:


A.I.F. VOLUNTEERS


Apart altogether from 60 men of the Citizen Forces who have volunteered for the A.I.F. since being called up several other volunteers came forward last week and were passed for active service.  They do not come within the 21 to 35 years’ limit under the calling up scheme, but their ages are from 18 to 21 years and from, 35 to 45 years.  The names of these volunteers are:—W.P. Foley, A.E. Strother, R. Kells, W.J.L. Pilkington, W.M. Mertens, S.C. Harris, D. McAskill, A.E. Dodd, and J.L. Campbell.





Western Argus Tuesday May 14, 1918:


RETURNING SICK AND WOUNDED


		Spr S.C. Harris								Article abridged





West Australian Wednesday June 12, 1918:


WESTERN AUSTRALIA – MISSING NEXT-OF-KIN


The military authorities are desirous of communicating with the next-of-kin of the following soldiers, letters sent to their registered addresses having been returned undeliverable:


No 7673, Private S.C. Harris, April Reinforcements Tunnelling Co., next-of-kin Mrs L. Chappell, 92 Aberdeen Street, Perth.





Barrier Miner Wednesday January 13, 1932:


DEATH


HARRIS—At the Military Hospital, Kew, Victoria, Sapper Simon Charles (“Snowy”) Harris, late of A.I.F., beloved brother of Mrs W. Williams, 246 Murton-street; aged 52 years.





Barrier Miner Thursday April 25, 1935:


BROKEN HILL’S TRIBUTE TO ANZACS


To-day, the twentieth anniversary of that ill-fated but glorious landing at Gallipoli, Broken Hill paid a solemn tribute to its dead.


At 11 a.m. a little world around the War Memorial stood still, and in the imaginations of those to whom the day was of poignant significance, arose a vision of a ghostly army that hovered over the city for two silent moments, and then faded into the shadows whence it came.


At the Memorial were sad-eyed, sombrely clad mothers and widows, children to whom the war was but a name, sons and daughters, who retained but a dim memory of fathers who sleep in far-off battlefields.


LIST OF WREATHS


The following wreaths, were placed on the memorial:  					   abridged to Tunnellers


In memory of Jasper Lord, 2nd Tunnelling Company; in memory of Sapper E.J. Flowers; in memory of Sapper Ben Martin; in memory of Sapper Simon C. Harris; in memory of Jasper Lord; 		Article abridged





Barrier Miner Saturday April 25, 1936:


WREATHS PLACED ON MEMORIAL


Wreaths laid on Memorial were: The Returned Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Imperial League of Australia—“Their memory liveth for evermore.”


Sapper Simon C. Harris, Tunnelling Company, (late South mine), from his sister Anne.	   Article abridged


	


Barrier Miner Monday April 26, 1937:


WREATHS PLACED ON MEMORIAL BY RELATIVES AND FRIENDS


TODAY the sweet fragrance of beautiful flowers permeates the environs of the Fallen Soldiers’ Memorial where yesterday many wreaths and tributes were placed in memory of the fallen.  Mr J. Fisher, president of the Returned Soldiers’ League, laid a wreath on the memorial on behalf of that body.


Wreaths placed on the Memorial by relatives and friends in memory of individual soldiers were: In memory of Sapper Simon C. Harris, from sister;							Article abridged





Barrier Miner Thursday November 11, 1937:


IMPRESSIVE CEREMONY AT THE MEMORIAL


A SHORT but impressive ceremony was conducted at the Fallen Soldiers’ Memorial at 11 o’clock this morning in observance of the signing of the Armistice of the Great War 19 years ago.  About 30 members of the Returned Soldiers’ League were present and also a number of women.    


A large crowd gathered at the intersection of Argent and Sulphide streets while the two minutes’ silence was observed.  


All motor traffic was stopped in the vicinity of the Memorial, and all that could be heard was the “Stand Fast” and “The Last Post”, which were sounded by a bugler from the balcony of the Soldiers’ Hostel (Palace Hotel).


The vice-president (Mr K. Baker) laid a wreath on the memorial from the Broken Hill Sub-Branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial League of Australia, in place of the president (Mr J. Fisher).


Other wreaths laid on the memorial, paying tribute to those who fell in the Great War, were from the Broken Hill Red Cross Society, the Girl Guides of Broken Hill, the Country Women’s Association, the Pastoralists’ Association of West Darling.


Private wreaths were laid to the memory of Private Harold Williams, “To Jim” from Mrs Simpson, and to Sapper Simon C. Harris.


                     Continues








Continued


Flags were flown from all public buildings and from a number of business houses to-day.  They were lowered to half-mast at 10.30 this morning, and hoisted to the top of the mast at 3 minutes past 11, in accordance with the instructions of His Majesty, King George VI.


Most of the schools observed the two minutes’ silence at 11 o’clock.			Article abridged	








