SAPPER PETER FREDERICK HANSEN

7205 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
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Bowen was the birthplace of Peter Friedrich Hansen in 1884, the son of Friedrich August and Ellen (nee Brown) Hansen.  In 1916 he was a Contractor working at Normanton, North Queensland but formerly based at Muttaburra, Qld.

At the Cairns Recruiting Depot, N.Q. on January 27, 1917 the unmarried thirty-two year old enlisted for active service abroad passing the medical examination.  Attestation forms show Peter Hansen’s height was 178cms (5ft 10ins) and weight of 68.1kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-95cms (34-36½ins).  Dark was his complexion with blue eyes and black hair.  His sight was good and religious denomination was Church of England.  He had no next-of-kin to nominate and in lieu named his friend Miss Emily Shute of Muttaburra but later changed to Mr W. Wells of Kensington Downs, Muttaburra.  He was sworn in the same day.

Private Hansen commenced basic training on February 3, 1917 with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera camp concluding on February 28 when he was transferred to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) with the rank of Sapper.  On March 1 he signed a Declaration for his name to be recorded as Peter Frederick Hansen before he was granted Final Home Leave from March 4 until March 14, 1917.  

When he returned was transferred to the Miners’ Training camp at Seymour, Vic for further training and placed with the March 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies until April 30, 1917 with the regimental number 7530.

He was sent to Ascot Vale Camp hospital on April 30 remaining as a patient until discharged on June 5 and then assigned to “B Company” on June 13 for training until July 15, 1917. Re-allocated with the number 7205 he went to the Reinforcements Tunnelling Companies after approval on July 12 for final training for the front.  

The troopship with 167 members of the Reinforcements embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  Three days after voyage across the Pacific commenced Sapper Hansen was admitted to the ship’s hospital for five days with influenza.  It was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship reached the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty nine day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England and marched in to the Nos.1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

One of the Tunnellers, 7427 Spr William James McPeak, died of acute transverse myalitis on 14 August and was buried at sea.  He was one of 4 soldiers to die on this voyage. 
On October 4, 1917 the Office Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. wrote requesting the address and unit to forward his Will to before departure.  Base Records acknowledged receipt of the letter on October 9, 1917 and attached a copy for his file then sent the copy to his Friend Mr W. Wells, Kensington Downs, Muttaburra, Qld.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on November 22, 1917 via Southampton arriving at Rouelles the next day.  Five days later he was sent to the 1st Anzac Corps Depot and attached on December 3, 1917.

Sapper Hansen was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company on December 12, 1917.

Service and camp life continued without incident until after Armistice was declared and he proceeded on leave from November 19 until December 3, 1918. The same day as leave ended, he was admitted to the 1st Aust. Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment for a Social Disease.  After treatment of 30 days he was sent to the Convalescent Training Depot on January 2, 1919 spending 16 days there.  

A Kit Inspection took place the following day and he was issued with these items from Parkhouse:


Cardigan, Woollen Socks and Gloves and a Towel.

He marched in on January 19 from No. 2 camp but was readmitted to Bulford hospital on January 26 for further treatment until February 27, 1919.  

Arriving back again at Parkhouse Convalescent camp he remained until sent to No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on March 11, 1919.  

Another Kit Inspection took place there and the following were withdrawn:

Comb, Fork, Knife & Spoon, All Mess Equipment, Woollen Gloves, Water Bottle, Greatcoat, Braces, Belt & Buckle, Water Bottle Carrier, Cartridge Carrier, Bayonet Frog, Bayonet and Scabbard, Hand Entrenching Tool and Pack.

These items were then issued on discharge from hospital after overseas service on March 21, 1919:

Universal Kit Bag, Drawers, Holdall, Dungaree Jacket & Trousers, Flannel Shirt, Singlet, Woollen Socks & Comforter Cap, Towel, 2 Australia Titles, Sea Kit Bag and Identity Disc with cord.

He returned to Parkhouse for final preparations.

The H.T. Khyber embarked from Liverpool, England on March 31, 1919 for return to Australia with Sapper Hansen being invalided.  On April 24, 1919 his Friend was advised of his approaching return giving the estimated date of arrival as about May 13, 1919.  This letter was returned as ‘whereabouts unknown’ on May 13, 1919.

2ATC Service:

2ATC moved from Nieuport in November 1917 where they had been constructing subways for Operation Hush, setting up camp about 2 miles out on the Poperinghe-Ouderdum Road.  In April 1918, troops of the Company fought a large fire in Peronne. 

Following the Armistice, members of the company were involved in the clearance of mines and delayed-action booby-traps and in the re-construction of civilian infrastructure until the Company was recalled to Base on May 23, 1919 to organize their departure from France.

Disembarkation for Sapper Hansen was in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on May 18, 1919.  A few days later at the 6th A.G.H. on May 21 he was medically assessed as having no disability and dentally fit.  Confirmation of details took place the next day and was sent to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers Section (S.O.I. & R.S.) to await final orders.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on June 13, 1919.  Later that year he returned to Normanton, Queensland working as a Labourer.

On November 3, 1919 his Will was sent to the A.A.G. in 1st M.D.

Sapper 7205 Peter Frederick Hansen was entitled to wear the British War Medal (31013) and the Victory Medal (29336) for serving his country.

He was still in Normanton in 1925 with the occupation of Labourer.  The 1926 and 1928 Electoral Rolls record Peter Frederick Hansen, Labourer, living at Inverleigh West, via Burketown, Queensland.

Peter Frederick Hansen, son of Frederick Hansen and Mary Ellen (nee Brown), died on 22 March 1928 in Queensland aged 44 years.
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April 14, 1917





The Telegraph, Brisbane – Wednesday 7 May 1919:


Returning Soldiers.


The following have been listed for return to Australia, and are actually en route from abroad.  No further information can be supplied, excepting the approximate time of arrival, which will be published in the Press before disembarkation.  The Authorities point out that the lists are as cabled, and are open to correction on account of mutilations in cabling, and other causes. —


H.T. Khyber


7205 Spr. P.F. Hansen, 2nd Tnlers., Cairns
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