SAPPER ARTHUR THOMAS HAMBLY
2653 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Arthur Thomas Hambly was born at Booval, near Ipswich, Queensland on 15 October, 1894 the son of John and Mary Maria (nee Costin) Hambly.  He was a slaughter house labourer in 1915 and resided at Riverview, via Ipswich.
The March of the Dungarees

Warwick to Brisbane – 6-30 November, 1915

Towards the end of 1915 when enthusiasm to enlist had decreased after the tragic losses in the Gallipoli campaign and the need to recruit men into the Australian military that the idea of a march showing collective patriotism through towns in South-East Queensland could prove effective to boost enlistments.  

The march commenced as the summer weather began at Warwick with 28 men and followed the Southern railway line through small and large towns of Toowoomba, Laidley and Ipswich concluding their destination in Brisbane and along the way swelled the volunteer numbers to 125 members.

Outfitted in a blue-denim type of fabric their uniforms were designed on the style of clothes for non-combat manual work known as fatigues and been worn by Australian soldiers since the Boer War.  These dark dungarees would provide the name for the recruiting drive as the March of the Dungarees and were completed with white linen hats and badges that showed acceptance of passing the initial medical examination by each man.

The Dungarees were met at a gathering in Queen’s Park, Ipswich where volunteers who passed the medical examination joined them.  Several more presented themselves at the park to enlist including Horace Abbott and were accepted subject to the medical test and sworn in later that evening.  News of the afternoon was reported in the:
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The Governor of Queensland, Sir Hamilton Goold Adams, met and congratulated the men at the South Brisbane Baths and together with members of the South Brisbane Council marched with the Dungarees to Victoria Bridge.  
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At Old Government House overlooking the Brisbane River a Civic luncheon was provided and later in the afternoon the Dungarees marched to Central Railway Station to entrain for Enoggera Camp.  A large portion of the men were drafted to the 11th Reinforcements to the 25th Battalion while others due to their qualifications and work experience were divided into other specialist battalions with Thomas Hambly assigned to the recruits for the Miners’ Corps.  

Thomas Hambly wanted to join the Dungarees March and was one of three men to enlist at Goodna from his home at Redbank on 29 November, 1915 and passed the medical examination at Oxley.  News of their reception was published in the:
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Attestation forms completed on 29 November, 1915 describe the twenty-one-year-old single labourer as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-94cms (34½-37ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his right forearm, linear scar on left thumb and required dental treatment.  Church of England was his faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Maria Hambly of Riverview, Qld.
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2653 in the 3rd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.

Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   While there on May 25 Sapper went sick to the No.9 Stationary Hospital with a social disease and admitted to “V. Section” for further treatment until discharged on 18 December, 1916.  Suffered a relapse at the Aust General Base Depot on December 22 and admitted to the 51st General Hospital in Etaples for further treatment to 17 January, 1917 and returned to the Aust General Base Depot after 27 days curative care.  
Went sick on 10 February, 1917 to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples with prostatic sinus (inflammation of prostate gland).  Ten days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen due to fistula in ano – (infection causes tunnel to form between body and skin) and bronchitis being admitted on February 23 to the 1st Southern General Hospital, Dudley Road, Birmingham.
Was transferred on 30 March, 1917 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield.  
Base Records advised his mother of his progress with the following Telegrams:
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His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:

Discharged to furlough on 26 May and reported from Headquarters to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 11 June, 1917.  Marched in to the Verne Citadel to A. Group at Portland Camp on 17 August, 1917 to await his voyage home.
Sapper Hambly embarked for a change to Australia due to bronchitis on H.T. Benalla on 25 August, 1917.  Base Records advised his parents on 10 September that he was returning home.  

News of their impending arrival was published in the:


The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 26 October, 1917 and the Queensland soldiers were sent overland by train to Brisbane arriving on October 28.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 23 November, 1917 as medically unfit.
He was granted a military pension of £3 per fortnight from 24 November, 1917 to his address at Riverview, via Ipswich.

His Will was returned to the 1st Military District on 8 August, 1918.

He was residing at Riverview, via Ipswich in 1919 working as a labourer where he remained.

Was listed as a member of the Redbank Rifle Club in 1920 with results published in the:

The British War Medal (14031) and the Victory Medal (13815) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 2653 Arthur Thomas Hambly, 1st Tunnelling Company.

He married in Brisbane on 29 April, 1933 to Isabella Henderson and were living at Muir Street, Cannon Hill working as a meatworker.  By 1943 had returned to Riverview via Ipswich listed with the same occupation remaining listed there until 1954.
The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were sent on 21 May, 1957.

From 1968 the couple were at 26 Ipswich Street, Riverview and a meatworker.

Arthur Thomas Hambly passed away on 13 December, 1975 aged 81 years.  Interment took place in the Methodist new portion B of Ipswich General Cemetery within Row 5 in grave no.28 with his son Desmond who died in 1947 aged 10 years.  His wife died in 1985.

His name is commemorated on the Redbank War Memorial.
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Further information on:


‘The March of the Dungarees - Warwick to Brisbane – 6-30 November, 1915’

can be found in our Bits & Pieces section
Queensland Times Monday November 29, 1915:


GATHERING IN QUEEN’S PARK


The gathering in the Queen’s Park in the afternoon was a large one.  The City Vice-Regal Band, under the conductorship of Mr F.W.U. M’Leod rendered a programme of music which was highly appreciated by the recruits, some of whom heard it for the first-time last Friday.  The little company was marched from the drill-sheds to the rotunda, under Lieut. D.J. Binnie and Staff-Sergt-Major Dutney, clad in plain clothes, which had borne the wear and tear of several day’s march, the men presented a rather worn appearance; but there is little doubt that, with a little more training and the donning of the khaki, the men who are engaging in the march will be a unit to be proud of.  They dispersed amongst the onlookers; but they were kept distinguished by the khaki band round their arms, and this enabled them to be made of recipients of many little kindnesses, in the way of gifts of sweets, cigarettes, &c.


The swearing-in of new recruits then took place, the oaths being administered by Lieut. Binnie to the following who had passed the medical examinations since the previous night: David Kern, Eric Abraham, Edward Bolton [Boulton], Sydney Marsh, Joseph Brough, Nathaniel Kelly, Joseph Bullock, William J. Smith, Robert Isler, R. Adams, Arthur Illingworth, M.T. Horner and W. Skillern [Skillen].  A khaki band was pinned on an arm of each volunteer by several ladies.							Tunnellers in bold


The following next presented themselves for the first time and are to be sworn in later, if they pass the medical test: Roy Livermore, Edward Fowler, Horace Abbott, John Ryan, William Goodhew and P. Curtin.


Lieut. Binnie, in a short speech, said that in the march were brothers of men who had fallen at the front and had been at the front at Gallipoli, had returned home wounded and discharged as unfit and had after recuperating, been re-admitted and was going back to help his comrades.


After the band recital had been finished the volunteers were called together, and, in the charge of Sergt. Dutney, marched back to “barracks.”





Arrival of “The Dungarees” in South Brisbane on 30 November, 1915 at Victoria Bridge


Photo sourced from Australian War Memorial – public domain photo





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Tuesday November 30, 1915:


AT GOODNA


The “Dungarees” arrived at Goodna just before noon to-day.  The children of the Goodna State and Convent schools, and of the Redbank Plains State school marched along the road towards Redbank.  About a mile out, they met the “Dungarees” and preceded them into the town.  On their way they sang patriotic songs.  At the halting opened out and allowed the “Dungarees” to march through and heartily cheered them.  A large number of local residents also joined in the procession.  The troops were welcomed by Cr. W. Law and they were dismissed.


At the fall-in Miss Caldwell handed to Lieut. Binnie tins of cigarettes, which were duly acknowledged.  Three men enlisted at Goodna subject to passing the doctor at Oxley.  Messrs S. Paton of Silkstone, and W. Wishart and H. Hambley [A. Hambly] of Redbank.  They were made welcome by the “Dungarees.” Members of the Girls Club also joined in for the march out and the “Dungarees” with four additions (including the recruit from Dinmore, marched to Oxley.


Goodna outdid itself today.  The whole of the excellent luncheon was supplied by the townspeople, and fully 500 people were present at the reception.							


Article abridged





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday April 28, 1917:


CASUALTIES


Spr. A.T. Hambly, Riverview (ser.)							


Article abridged





2653/E RL							RIVERVIEW QLD


								MRS M.M. HAMBLY


REPORTED SAPPER ARTHUR HAMBLY ADMITTED HOSPITAL THIRTIETH MARCH BRONCHITIS


SEVERE   WILL ADVISE ANY THING FURTHER RECEIVED


							BASE RECORDS


							  9/4/17





2653/1 E							RIVERVIEW VIA IPSWICH QLD


								MRS M.M. HAMBLY


WSM


SAPPER ARTHUR HAMBLY REMOVED FROM SERIOUSLY ILL LIST


							BASE RECORDS


							 24/4/17





2653/1 E							RIVERVIEW VIA IPSWICH QLD


								MRS M.M. HAMBLY


WSM


SAPPER ARTHUR HAMBLY CONDITION IMPROVING


							BASE RECORDS


							  1/5/17





2653/E EW							RIVERVIEW VIA IPSWICH QLD


								MRS M.M. HAMBLY


WSM


SAPPER ARTHUR HAMBLY PROGRESSING FAVOURABLY


							BASE RECORDS


							  10/5/17





Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday October 25, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – LARGE PARTY OF QUEENSLANDERS


A large party of sick or wounded Queenslanders belonging to the A.I.F. will shortly return to Australia.


2653 Spr. A.T. Hambly, Enoggera, 1st Tunn. Co. 						Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Monday October 29, 1917: 


SOLDIERS RETURN – 185 COME HOME INVALIDED


A special train with 154 soldiers, who have been invalided home, and one cot case aboard, arrived at the Central Railway Station from Sydney yesterday afternoon.  A large crowd had assembled at the station, and gave the soldiers a rousing welcome home.  Major Bingsfield was the medical officer on the train, and the officer in command was Lieut. Robinson.  Major Harte, A.S.C. also returned by the train.  The men had a good journey from Sydney, and were supplied with refreshments at various stations.  Colonel Luxcombe (representing the Commandant) and Major Jackson went as far as Ipswich to meet them.


The soldiers were driven by motor cars from the railway station to the Military Hospital, Kangaroo Point where the Premier and Mrs Ryan and the Deputy Mayor (Alderman Doggett) met them.


The list of men who returned is as follows:


Spr. A.T. Hambly, 1st Tun. Co.							         		Article abridged





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Friday May 28, 1920:


RIFLE SHOOTING – IPSWICH AND WEST MORETON DISTRICT


ROSEWOOD v. REDBANK


Redbank:


A.T. Hambly	28	26	21	75							Article abridged





Ipswich General Cemetery, Qld


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave website submitted by Anne – here lies





Redbank War Memorial, Qld and plaque 


Photo sourced from Place of Pride website








