SAPPER JAMES WILLIAM HAMBLETON
4089 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
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Buninyong, Victoria was the birthplace of James William Hambleton the son of Charles and Hannah (nee Bailey) Hambleton on 12 May, 1872 and registered at Sandhurst, Vic.  His mother died at 34 years of age when he was about one year old in 1873 and his father was killed in an inexplicable mining accident aged 45 years in 1881 when he was nine.  A small account of the accident was reported in the:
He married on 24 September, 1898 in Orange, New South Wales to Matilda Allsopp and a year later they were at Lucknow where their daughter Gladys Hambleton was born.  They followed mining to Broken Hill and were there in 1915.

At the recruiting depot in Adelaide, South Australia (4th Military District) on 7 January, 1916 the forty-one- year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 161cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-94cms (36-37ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and his hair was turning grey.    Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Matilda Hambleton of Hebbard Street, South Broken Hill, NSW and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her and their daughter.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
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Acknowledgement to the volunteers was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with C Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion until January 15 then allotted to the Miners’ Corps until January 31 moving to at Mitcham camp a day later.  
Long leave was taken from 23rd to 27th February and returned to duty to February 29, 1916.  Was transferred to Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne, Vic (3rd Military District) on March 1 and allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company.  
His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4089.
Meanwhile in Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training 

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 25 September marched out to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength four days later.

He went sick with bronchitis to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station on 16 December, 1916 and died from the illness on 18 December, 1916.  He was forty-four years of age.  Burial took place in Estaires Communal Cemetery Extension in plot 3 row 1.  

A cable was sent to the 4th Military District on 20 December, 1916 notifying of the death of the soldier and confirmation was returned.  Next-of-kin were then advised.

A letter was sent to Base Records from the State Recruiting Committee on behalf of Mrs Hambleton on 6 January, 1917 requesting a copy of his Death Certificate.  Base records acknowledged her undated communication and enclosed the Certificate of Report of Death prepared on 7 March, 1917 and she acknowledged receipt on 19 February, 1917.
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A memorial notice was placed by his family in the:

His name was among those listed in the 262nd Casualty List appearing in the:
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The Field Service Report on his death was prepared on 17 January, 1917 for the Anzac Section 3rd Echelon, General Headquarters, British Expeditionary Forces.
A true copy of his Will was sent to Base Records having been checked on 18 February, 1917 in which he gave the whole of his property and effects to his wife Matilda Hambleton.

Base Records wrote to Mrs Hambleton on 19 April, 1917 referring to the report of the regrettable loss of her husband and were now in receipted of advice that he died at the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station, France on 18 December, 1916 of bronchitis and was buried at Estaires Communal Cemetery on the same day.  These additional details were furnished by direction, it being the policy of the Department to furnish all information received in connection with deaths of members of the Australian Imperial Force.

The Kit Store in Hammersmith, London forwarded a package (No. 10819) to Base Records on the transport Miltiades containing the person effects to be sent to his widow.  Their Inventory covered the following items:

Identity disc, Safety razor and blades in case, Electric torch, Photos, Cards, Letters of recommendation, Gospel, Money belt, Counters, Pair mittens, Testament, Handkerchief, Comb, Electric torch glass.

On 26 July, 1917 the package was sent by registered post (3466) from the G.P.O., Melbourne to Mrs Hambleton.
The Red Cross Society, London inquired into the death of the soldier and on 16 July, 1917 had received a statement as follows:

2nd Tunnelling Company A.I.F.




Hambleton, Sapper T.W. 4089

Died of Bronchitis

4089 Sapper T.W. Hambleton, 2nd Tunn. Coy was a patient in this station for about seven days, and everything possible was done to save his life, but our efforts were without success and he died on Bronchitis on 18.12.16.  He was buried in Estaires Communal Cemetery, particulars of grave etc. can be obtained from the Graves Committee.








Letter from:









Major Stacy









Adjutant and Registrar, 1st A.C.C.S.









  6.6.17

16.7.17

London

Mrs Hambleton advised Base Records on 6 August, 1917 that her address had changed to Crystal Street, Broken Hill, NSW.

His widow was granted a pension of £2 per fortnight to her at Hebbard Street, off South Street, South Broken Hill, NSW from 2 December, 1917.
A circular and booklet re Graves was despatched to Mrs Hambleton on 8 December, 1919 and a final notice send on 20 February, 1922.

For his supreme sacrifice the British War Medal (41081) and the Victory Medal (40663) were issued to Sapper 4089 James William Hambleton, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

On 9 March, 1921 photographs of his grave in triplicate were forwarded to Mrs Hambleton as next-of-kin.  These were redirected to her on 12 May and again on 8 June, 1921.  
Base Records requested her address from the 4th Military District in a memo dated 1 April, 1921 and again on 4 June, 1921 with the matter being advertised in the press.

The Department of Repatriation replied to Base Records on 20 January, 1922 in answer to their correspondence dated January 16 stating that their latest address for his widow was Hebbart Street, Off Smith Street, South Broken Hill, NSW.
Having already had mail returned unclaimed from that address Base Records wrote to the 4th Military District on 28 February, 1922 requesting the names and addresses and relationship of the claimants for War Gratuity in connection with the late soldier and to advise the writer to whom it was allotted.  It was desired to ascertain the present address of his widow, Mrs Matilda Hambleton in order that war medals etc. issuable on account of the late soldier may be transmitted.  

Base Records wrote again to the 4th Military District on 28 March, 1922 that communications had been returned unclaimed and would oblige if they could take the matter up with the Pensions Department with a view to ascertaining where Mrs Hambleton’s pension was now being paid.

The District Finance Officer, 4th Military District, Adelaide replied to Base Records on 1 May, 1922 to their memos of 28 February and 25 March and advised that the Deputy Commissioner of Pensions, Repatriation Department, Sydney informed that the widow of this deceased soldier is 241 Morish Street, South Broken Hill, NSW.

War memorabilia belonging to the late Sapper Hambleton was forwarded to his widow on 8 June, 1922 by registered package (8078).  Mrs Hambleton receipted delivery of the photographs of his grave in triplicate on 24 June, 1922 and also both his medals consigned to her.

The Memorial Plaque (321324) was issued to his widow on 7 August, 1922 and the Memorial Plaque (321324) went out to her on 13 March, 1923.

Outstanding form R was sent on 21 December, 1922 to Mrs Hambleton along with the pamphlet Where the Australian’s Rest.

His name appears in the Register of the Estaires Communal Cemetery Extension, France as follows:
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His name can be located on panel 26 in the commemorative area of the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT.
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His name is also inscribed on the Broken Hill Great War Memorial with the names published in the:
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Mrs Matilda Hambleton died on 18 April, 1947 at Bathurst, NSW with the announcement published in the:


Business concerning her Estate was advertised in the:


Their daughter Mrs Gladys Palmer passed away on 25 May, 1980 at St Ives, NSW.
His grave can be located in Plot 3 of Estaires Communal Cemetery Extension, France within row 1 in grave no. 11.


LEST WE FORGET
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Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Saturday July 23, 1881:


Mr J.H. Hambleton, manager of the Holmes Freehold Company’s mine, at Sandhurst, was killed yesterday by an explosion of powder, whilst he was tamping.  He was using the copper rod as required by the regulations.





Journal (Adelaide) Friday 7 January, 1916:


INTO CAMP ON FRIDAY


Following the names of the men who enlisted in Adelaide, and wen into the Exhibition Camp on Friday:


J.W. Hambleton									Article abridged





James Hambleton with wife Matilda 


and daughter Gladys


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree – Hambleton contributed by Jane Burvill 12 Sept, 2020.





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Saturday January 6, 1917:


IN MEMORIAM


HAMBLETON. —In sad but loving memory of our dearly-loved husband and father, Sapper J.W. Hambleton, who died while on service in France on December 23, 1916.


Rest eternal great unto him, O; Lord,


And let light perpetual shine upon him


  Inserted by his loving wife and daughter.





Barrier Miner Thursday January 11, 1917:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – 262nd CASUALTY LIST – THREE BROKEN HILL MEN INCLUDED


The 262nd A.I.F. casualty list was released to-day by the Defence authorities for publication.


BROKEN HILL – DIED OF ILLNESS


Sapper J.W. Hambleton, South Broken Hill, December, 18, 1916.			Article abridged





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris





Barrier Miner Monday October 12, 1925:


THE FALLEN


The following are a list of the fallen


J.W. Hambleton										Article abridged





Names on Roll of Honour Board in Adelaide National War Memorial, Adelaide S.A.


Photos sourced from State Library of S.A.





Adelaide National War Memorial 2015





Opening Adelaide National War Memorial 1931 





Great War Memorial, Broken Hill, NSW  -  Photos sourced from War Memorials Register, NSW





Barrier Miner Thursday April 24, 1947:


DEATHS


HAMBLETON. —On April 18, at Bathurst District Hospital, Matilda, loving mother of Mrs G.H. Palmer, of 336 Cummins Street.  Aged 64.





Barrier Miner Wednesday April, 30, 1947:


PROBATE NOTICES


NOTICE FOR PROBATE. —In the Supreme Court of New South Wales, Probate Jurisdiction.			Contd.





Continues:


-- In the Will of MATILDA HAMBLETON, late of 336 Cummins Street, Broken Hill in the State of New South Wales, Widow, deceased.  APPLICATION will be made after fourteen days from the publication hereof that Probate of the last Will dated the eleventh day of December, 1928, of the abovenamed deceased may be granted to GEORGE HERBERT PALMER of 336 Cummins Street, Broken Hill, the Executor named in the said Will and all notices are to be served at the undermentioned address.  Creditors are requested to forward particulars of their claims to GEORGE HERBERT PALMER, 336 Cummins Street, Broken Hill.





Photo of headstone & Cemetery 


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 














