QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT WILLIAM EDWARD HALL
5322 – Tunnelling Company Details
William Edward Hall Reddington was born in April, 1881 at Ikeston, Derbyshire, England the son of John and Ann (nee Lebeter) Reddington.  In 1891 the family were residing at 2 Rutland Street, Ikeston and consisted of widower John (47) coal miner, Robert (21) banksman (coal), Ellen (18) housekeeper, Thomas (16) coal miner, Wheatley (15) brass bobbin weaver, Samuel (13), Joseph (11), William (9), Fanny (6) and Lawrence.
Military experience was gained from twelve years with the Grenadier Guards.  He married Jane Ann Arnott but she died on 12 August, 1909.

On 2 February, 1911 embarking under the name of William Edward Hall the twenty-nine year old miner left London on the P. & O. Line’s steamer Commonwealth under Master of the Ship Captain T.I. Hine for Sydney.
At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 2 August, 1915 the thirty-four year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 174cms (5ft 8¼ins) tall, weighing 64kgs (141lbs) with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins) and had a sallow complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Nellie Hall of Fairfowl Street, Dulwich Hill, Sydney and allotted two fifths of his pay in support of her.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Warwick Farm the same day.
After basic training he was to be Acting Company Sergeant Major with “D Coy” 13th Battalion from 28 November to 28 December, 1915 at Liverpool camp, near Sydney then was moved to “B Coy” 13th Battalion until followed by a transfer on 15 February, 1916 to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.  By 10 May the Company were in training at Rosebery Park, Sydney.

Meanwhile in Queensland recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Acting Company Quartermaster Sergeant remained and the Regimental number 5322 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He took part in the Inspection of Troops which was reported in the:



The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day.  Here his rank was confirmed to remain the same on June 1. 
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the following day.

On 29 October, 1916 he returned to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples from Segregation camp.  He went on Escort Duty to England on 25 January, 1917 then was granted 10 days furlough from 26 January until February 4 before returning to France arriving two days later at the A.G.B.D. in Etaples.

He went before the Medical Board at the A.G.B.D. on 4 May, 1917 and was classified “P.B.” (Permanent Base Duties).

Disciplinary action was given for the following:



Crime:

A.G.B.D. Rouelles Conduct prejudice of good order and military discipline





4/6/17



Award:

Severely reprimanded by C.O. Bare 16/6/17

On 25 June, 1917 was transferred back to England from Havre disembarking at Southampton the next day and marched into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.  At Monte Video camp on 29 July, 1917 the Medical Board classed him with C1 debility.

CQMS Hall embarked for Home Service in Australia on 25 August, 1917 on board the H.T. Benalla due to varicose veins and D.A.H. (disordered action of heart).  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was returning home.
The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 26 October, 1917 with news of their arrival published in the:



Red Cross cars numbering from 443 to 476 and from 1 to 51 are requested to be at the No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo, at 8.55 a.m.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 27 November, 1917 as medically unfit.
The following day a marriage took place at Marrickville, Sydney to Mary Ellen Gibson (formerly Hibbard).

The British War Medal (47062) and the Victory Medal (45956) were issued for serving his country to CQMS 3522 William Edward Hall, Tunnelling Company Details.

Their address remained 31 Fairfowl Street, Dulwich Hill with his occupation listed as a caretaker in 1930 and then a storeman.

The following death of his daughter (born c1905 in Northumberland, England) was announced in the:

    
William Edward Hall passed away suddenly in the Marrickville Hospital on 17 October, 1939 aged 58 years.  Family announcements were published in the:

Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium.
Mrs Mary E. Hall died on 26 August, 1948 aged 68 years, late of Dulwich Hill.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 2 November, 1939.
His son William (Bill) Henry Sunderland/Sutherland Hall requested a copy of his father’s service records from Base Records to be sent to his address at 443 Orange Grove Road, Woy Woy, NSW 2256.  He left his business card which stated he was President of the New South Wales, R.S.L. Clubs’ Association at Anzac House, 36 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW.

His son also served in the second A.I.F.

William Henry Sunderland Hall (born 25 May, 1919 at Dulwich Hill) enlisted in World War II with the Australian Army from Dulwich Hill at Paddington, Sydney, NSW on 4 November, 1939.  Original Service number was NX210.  Next-of-kin nominated was Mary Hall.  Military Discharge was issued to Captain 135801 Hall on 3 December, 1946 from Headquarters 18 Aust. Infantry Brigade.
He died aged 83 years on 14 February, 2003 at Woy Woy).

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:


1934
W.E. Hall
7 Fairfowl Street, Dulwich Hill

1ATC    (deceased)
Notation: son of Mr Hall invited to luncheon – Lieut. Bill Hall (AASC – 6th Div. – 2nd AIF Engineers)
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.						


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


Cont’d





Continues:


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 





Daily Telegraph Saturday October 27, 1917:


RETURNING INVALIDS


Invalid soldiers will disembark at Sydney this morning.  Friends and relatives who have received tickets marked “F” from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m. to meet the men.  The names of cot cases (if any) will be posted at the buffet as soon as disembarkation commences, and their relations will be able to go to meet them at the Randwick Hospital or Broughton Hall.


Queenslanders will be taken direct to the Railway Station, where they will be given tea, and will leave for the north by a special train at 11.15 a.m.  Relations may meet them at the station at 10 a.m.  The Gordon Voluntary Aid Detachment (Men’s) will accompany the train.								Contd.
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Red Cross cars numbering from 443 to 476 and from 1 to 51 are requested to be at the No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo, at 8.55 a.m.


Voluntary Aids on duty will be:—Wharf; Penrith; Anzac Buffet; St George St John (under Miss Evans), with Mosman; Railway Station.  Tea for Queenslanders, Strathfield.





Sydney Morning Herald February 14, 1933:


DEATHS


HALL.—February 13 at Lawson, Jane Isabella, daughter of William Edward Hall, Fairfowl Street, Dulwich Hill, aged 27 years. 





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday October, 18, 1939


FUNERALS


HALL—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs MARY ELLEN HALL, of 7 Fairfowl Street, Dulwich Hill, and FAMILY are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved HUSBAND and their loving FATHER, William Edward; to leave our Funeral Chapel, THIS WEDNESDAY, after a Service commencing at 3 p.m., for the Rookwood Crematorium.


WALTERS and SON


Dulwich Hill Terminus





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday October 19, 1939


DEATHS


HALL—October 17, 1939 (suddenly), at Marrickville Hospital, William Edward, dearly loved husband of Mary and loved father of Jack, David, Bill, and Thelma, aged 58 years. (Late Tunnellers A.I.F.)








