SAPPER GABRIEL HALL

129 – Mining Corps

Gabriel Hall was born in Leozes, Durham, England in the first quarter of 1883 the son of Gabriel & Mary Jane Hall.  In 1901 the family were residing at 118 Bothal Terrace, Pegswood, Northumberland and consisted of Gabriel (47) coal miner, his wife Mary Jane (45) and children Allan (21) coal miner, Gabriel (18) coal miner, George H. (16) coal miner, Ann (15), William (11), Margaret R. (8), Robert (6) and Victor (3).

Military experience was gained from three years with the Northumberland Fusiliers.

Gabriel came to Australia departing London on the 3983-ton Aberdeen liner S.S. Marathon under Master of the Ship, Captain Allan, sailing via Cape Town arriving in Brisbane, Queensland on April 3, 1909.  Details on the ship’s passenger list show him as – Gabriel Hall (26) miner.

In 1911 he was working in Newcastle, New South Wales and was a witness in court for a mining accident which was reported in the:
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Two years later in 1913 he was registered as a miner working at Broadmarsh, Surat and at Kingsthorpe, Oakey in Queensland.

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld on September 7, 1915 the thirty-two year old miner applied to enlist for active service aboard.  Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms completed describe him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 70kgs (120lbs), with a chest expansion 92-97cms (36-38ins).  Complexion was dark with grey eyes that tested to good vision and hair was black.  Distinctive mark was a scar on the right shin.  Protestant was given as his faith.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Mary Jane Hall of 3 Beatrice Street, New Hirst, Ashington, Northumberland.  Swearing in took place the same day.

After basic training at Enoggera camp, Brisbane he was allotted on November 28, 1915 at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to the No.1 Company, Mining Corps in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 129.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  During this time Sapper Hall was treated for a social disease.

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

It is recorded that Sapper Hall disembarked the transport at Fremantle, W.A. still sick with the social disease on March 8 and was transferred to an Isolation Hospital in the 5th Military District where he remained as the Corps waited for the troopship to be repaired.  He did not re-embark on Ulysses when its voyage commenced to the Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt on April 1, 1916 and was to be later transferred to the 2nd Reinforcements.

On April 17, 1916 he appeared before the Medical Board at Blackboy Hill camp and his Statement of Case reads:




Disease or Disability:

Social Disease




Origin of disability:

End of January, 1916




Essential facts:

Lesion developed about 7 March, 1916




Cause of disability:

Social connection and not Military Service




Present condition:

Local lesion now healed




Special treatment:

Grey powder & black wash




Disability permanent:

Yes




Labour market:

Not lessened




Treatment required:

Usual anti-syphilitic remedies 




Recommendation:

Discharge medically unfit for service and return








to his own Military District.

He returned to Brisbane departing Fremantle on April 29, 1916 where on May 15 he returned to duty.

A memo to the Secretary of the Department of Defence from the Commandant 5th Military District advised that the soldier who was a medical case on the Ulysses was returned to the 1st Military District for discharge.  That Commandant had been informed.

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st Military District) on May 24, 1916 was medically unfit for service.

Sapper Hall was ineligible for War Service Medals as he did not serve overseas.

In 1925 he was working as a labourer and residing at the Jundah Hotel, Jundah, Qld.  He moved to the Rockhampton district where the following reports were published in the:  


During 1936/37 he is registered living at Gracemere, via Rockhampton working as a labourer.  Further court conviction was printed in the:


He is registered in 1943 at Wondai Convent, which was situated in Herbert Street, Rockhampton with the occupation of labourer.


Gabriel Hall died aged 63 years on February 3, 1946 in Rockhampton. 

Burial took place at North Rockhampton Cemetery and his grave is located in Compartment 2A within Section 7 in grave no. 23.
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Thursday September 7, 1911:


MINING ACCIDENT


CLAIM FOR DAMAGES


SYDNEY, Wednesday


In No.2 Jury Court, to-day before Mr Acting Justice Ferguson, and a jury of four, the hearing was continued of an action brought by George Dunne, a miner, against John and William Brown, colliery proprietors.  Plaintiff claimed £2000 as compensation for injuries received in the Pelaw-Main mine.


Gabriel Hall, a miner, employed in the Hobburn Colliery, deposed that he had been in the Pelaw-Main Mine for three months.  He went on to work there at the same time as Dunne.  He was instructed by Mr Barroll, the underground manager, to see a miner named Noccusity, who would take witness and Dunne into the mine.  He was taken through No.2 Tunnel, and the cut-through.  He always went the same way afterwards.  He had never seen a notice warning miners against travelling along the cut-through.  He had seen other miners going through it.


Article abridged








Morning Bulletin Rockhampton Saturday May 25, 1935:


POLICE COURT


A plea of guilty to a charge of drunkenness was entered by Dargon Joseph Lynam, one conviction, in the Police Court yesterday.  As he had not been before the Court since 1926 he was convicted and not punished.  Gabriel Hall, one conviction, and a first offended failed to appear in answer to similar charges and each forfeited 5s bail.








Morning Bulletin Rockhampton Tuesday July 23, 1935:


BAIL ESTREATED


In the Police Court yesterday, before the Acting Police Magistrate, (Mr A.H. Scott), Gabriel Hall, 52, one conviction, failed to appear on a charge of drunkenness.  His bail of 5s was ordered to be estreated.








Rockhampton Morning Bulletin Thursday July 8, 1943:


POLICE COURT


In the Police Court yesterday, before Mr C.R. Noyes, SM, Charles Currie, 60, labourer, with two convictions and Gabriel Hall, 62, gardener, with nine convictions, pleaded guilty to charges of being found drunk in Stanley Street.  They were convicted but not otherwise punished.











