SERGEANT EDGAR CULLEN HALL

5335 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Brisbane, Queensland was the birthplace of Edgar (known as Garry) Cullen Hall on May 2, 1893 the son of Edgar and Rose Helen (nee Cullen) Hall.  His father after arriving in Australia was a Lecturer in Chemistry at Sydney University.  He was then appointed Government Metallurgist but went into mining and was manager at Silver Spur in the Stanthorpe District of Queensland. 
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Edgar’s previous military experience was gained serving two years with the Senior Cadets.  At Brisbane’s Central Technical College he was studying for a degree in Engineering.  Results for 1913 were published in The Townsville Bulletin on Monday November 24, 1913:

At the Recruiting Depot in Brisbane, Qld on October 9, 1915 the twenty-two year old applied to enlist for active service abroad.  
Passing the medical examination Forms of Attestation were completed describing him as 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 76-82cms (30-33ins).  Complexion was fair with grey eyes and brown hair and passed the eye test with good vision.  A distinguishing mark was a scar on his right foot.  
Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Rose Helen Hall of Silverspur, via Texas, Qld.  Swearing in took place the same day.

At Enoggera camp, Brisbane he received basic training from October 9 until February 6, 1916 with the Field Engineers in the rank of Sergeant and his service number was 3412.

On March 1, 1916 he was sent to Moore Park, Sydney, NSW to attend the Engineer Officers School of Instruction until May 1.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 18, 1916 he joined the Reinforcements’ Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
The rank of Sergeant and the Regimental number 5335 in No. 4 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him.  

The 7713-ton transport HMAT A69 Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and appeared in the:
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The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day for England.  

While in port Sergeant Hall disembarked as sick with jaundice from Warilda to the 5th Military District in Perth, W.A. returning to the Tunnelling Company’s training camp at Seymour, Vic on June 22, 1916.  
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On September 30, 1916 he was officially promoted to Sergeant due to holding substantive rank as from the date of embarkation with the 3rd Reinforcements.

Sergeant Hall was one of 168 volunteers who departed from Melbourne, Vic on the troopship HMAT A23 Suffolk.  The ship arrived at Fremantle on October 10 and departed the same day.  The South African port of Capetown was reached on October 30 and after an overnight stay left the following day.  

The vessel arrived at Dakar, West Africa on November 15, 1916 staying in the harbour until November 20, 1916.  After 64 days at sea the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on December 2, 1916 and they marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

On New Year’s Day, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France on the S.S. Arundel from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.

Sergeant was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On January 27, 1917 Sergeant Hall was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field.
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He went to the 47th Divisional Rest Station for treatment of Dental Caries on February 22 returning to his unit two days later.  His Will was made on June 4, 1917 which was witnessed by fellow Sergeants T. Bradshaw and D. Ferguson of the same company.

He went for a day’s treatment for Dental Caries at the 47th Divisional Rest Station on August 3, 1917.  

Sergeant Hall was wounded in action on September 18, 1917 and transferred to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station suffering a shell wound to his chest and thigh.  Details were taken for next-of-kin notification and cabled to Base Records in Melbourne, Vic who advised his family.  Two telegrams were sent to his mother on September 26, 1917:
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The records of the 1st Tunnelling Company’s Unit Diary are missing for this period but in his book My War Story of the Great War, Captain Oliver Woodward wrote the following:
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Edgar Cullen Hall died of his wounds at the Clearing Station on 19 September 1917.  He was buried in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery, about 2 miles South East of Poperinghe, Belgium in plot 19, row A, in grave no. 8.  
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A hospital report was prepared on September 20, 1917 and the fateful news issued to his mother on September 29, 1917 with a copy of service made for the War Pensions Office.

Back in Queensland The Brisbane Courier on Friday October 5, 1917 printed this letter to the editor:
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In the Roll of Honour column of The Brisbane Courier on Monday October 8, 1917 the following notice was placed:

The Brisbane Courier also published the Casualty List in which his demise was mentioned:
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A copy of his Will was forwarded to the 1st Military District on December 18, 1917 leaving all his real estate to his father and personal estate to his mother.
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The Graduation Ceremony of his former Technical College was reprinted in the Cairns Post on Tuesday May 14, 1918 as he would probably have graduated with those mentioned:

On August 28, 1918 his personal effects were forwarded to his mother after arriving on the ship Gilgai.  The Inventory dated January 18, 1918 noted the following items:

2 discs, wallet, photos, silver wrist watch and strap, foot rule, fountain pen, metal cigarette case, purse, diary, whistle, metal ring, key, badge, coin.  

These were receipted by his mother on September 8, 1918.

A year after his death the Officer in Charge, Overseas Branch wrote on September 19, 1918 to Base Records from the 4th Military District in Adelaide, S.A. after receiving a copy of the deceased’s Non-Effective Statement from the Paymaster (5th M.D.) in Perth, W.A. and could not find a trace of him in their records.  

He requested the place of enlistment so he could forward the copy to the District Paymaster there.  A reply was dated September 30, 1918 stating that the deceased enlisted in Brisbane, Q (1st Military District).

In The Queenslander on December 21, 1918 his father’s letter to the editor was published:
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The Inscription ‘Happy are they who die full young, live happy here, then are free’ comes from a poem written by Edgar when he was at school.

The Circular and Booklet regarding ‘Graves of the Fallen’ was sent to his parents on December 8, 1919.

Photographs of his grave in triplicate were forwarded to his mother on January 28, 1920.  Two were also sent to G. Winter Esq. 28 Abbeville Road, Clapham Park, S.W.4 and one to his Aunt Miss A. Hall, Cambridge Green Street, Sittingbourne, Kent, England. 

His father wrote from Silverspur, Qld to Base Records on March 31, 1921 after seeing his wife mentioned in the press regarding the inscription on a memorial headstone of their deceased son.  He had not received an application to date and requested one to be forwarded to Mrs R. Hall.  A reply was dated April 12, 1921 from Base Records advising that the Inscription, Nation’s History and Roll of Honour had been forwarded in December, 1919 but evidently had gone astray and attached one for them to complete and return as soon as possible.

The publication ‘Where the Australian’s Rest’ was posted to Mrs E. Hall on April 22, 1921.  For his supreme sacrifice in serving his country Sergeant 5535 Edgar Cullen Hall, 1st Tunnelling Company was awarded the British War Medal (48373) which was sent to the Commandant 1st Military District on April 15, 1926 for distribution to his father and the Victory Medal (47795) mailed to his father on May 29, 1923.  On June 4, 1923 he receipted delivery.  The Memorial Scroll (330678) was also dispatched to his father on August 9, 1921 and received by him on August 18, 1921 and the Memorial Plaque (330678) went out on September 9, 1922 which was signed for on September 22.

Edgar Cullen Hall's name is located at panel 26 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.

He is also commemorated on the University of Queensland Roll of Honour, 1914-1919.


LEST WE FORGET

Edgar Cullen Hall was a member of 1ATC from May 1916 until his death in September 1917.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63 and may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917, which killed 10 members of his unit.  It is known that he worked on the construction of the Hooge Crater dugouts.


QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY EXAMINATIONS


Brisbane November 23


FACULTY OF ENGINEERING


The following are the results of the examinations in the Faculty of Engineering at Queensland University.


Pure Mathematics:					 (1) Merit E.C. Hall


Applied Mathematics					 (1) Merit E.C. Hall


Chemistry:						 (1) Merit E.C. Hall


Physics: 						 (1) Merit E.C. Hall


Geography:						 (1) Merit E.C. Hall


Engineering, Drawing & Design 			 (1) Merit E.C. Hall





Town & Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Sergeant E.C. Hall identified as circled





Sgt Edgar Cullen Hall





SNCOs of 1ATC


2nd row from left:	267 Sgt Ernest Henry Scanlan & 5335 Sgt Edgar Cullen Hall


Front row from left:	3394 Sgt James Lockie Wilson, middle of row: 3521 WO Walter George Lyne





E.P. 5335/1 TC


										SILVERSPUR, Q


										MRS R HALL


	REPORTED SERGEANT EDGAR HALL WOUNDED WILL ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER


							BASE RECORDS 26.9.17





E.P. 5335/1 TC


										SILVERSPUR, Q


										MRS R. HALL


WSM


NOW REPORTED SERGEANT EDGAR HALL ADMITTED SEVENTEENTH CASUALTY CLEARING STATION GUNSHOT WOUND CHEST AND THIGHS DANGEROUS WILL FURNISH PROGRESS REPORT


						BASE RECORDS 26.9.17





We commenced work on the Dugout System at 11 p.m. on the 7th September from the start good progress was made.  Menin Road was always a lively road to negotiate, especially at night time, and the spots - Hell Fire Corner and Birr Cross Road - were accurately ranged by the enemy artillery.  We suffered fairly heavy casualties on this job, chiefly when moving in and out to the job.


On the 18th September, just when the completion of the Dugout was in sight, the outgoing shift at 11 p.m. met disaster.  They had joined the Motor Lorries which had parked between Birr Cross Roads and Hell Fire Corner when one of the lorries received a direct hit from a shell.  We lost 8 killed and 4 wounded and it seemed an act of providence that the remainder of the men escaped.





18 September 1917:


Tragedy struck again on the night of 18 September when a lorry containing a squad of twenty-five men from No.4 Section under Sergeant 5335 Edgar Hall was making its way to a shift relief at the Hooge Crater Dugout.  The truck stopped on the Menin Road between Hellfire Corner and the Birr Cross Roads to pick up the squad being relieved and take them back to camp.  Because the lorry had arrived early and the relief squad from Hooge was still walking along the road to meet the lorry, all the men except Sapper 3614 Arthur Hodder, a young man popular with his fellow tunnellers, decided to climb out and were milling around.  As the squad neared the truck, a high explosive artillery shell slammed into it, exploding directly under it.  The accuracy of this fire demonstrated just how well the German artillery had the intersection ranged from the heights around the Ypres salient.


The truck was blown in half and Arthur Hodder was killed instantly.  Of the men outside, Sergeant Hall, Corporal 6644 Tom Sawyer and three other sappers, 5502 Charles Campbell, 91 Walter Cooper and 5581 Albert Murrin, were all fatally wounded.  Not surprisingly, most of the remaining men were left shell-shocked and traumatised by the incident.


Crumps and Camouflets – Australian Tunnelling Companies on the Western Front: Damien Finlayson – p.242





Poperinghe 1920 – Cemetery “Remy” Kerkhof - English Section








Red Cross report:


“No.4 Section.  Called “Edgar Charles’ were a Sgt.  Came from Queensland.  I saw him knocked by shell.  He had a party of men on a Motor Lorry and a shell got it.  3 others were killed and 3 wounded.  It happened at Hell Fire Corner.  He died in the first dressing station 48 hrs later.  He was badly knocked about.  He was buried at Poperinghe.  I saw his grave it had a cross up with his number name, etc..  I wrote to his father, and sent back all his private properties etc..  





Witness: - 3370 Summer J., 1st Tunnelling Coy., Harefield, 17.1.18











Photo of grave marker courtesy Alison Armstrong





HISTORICAL FABLES OF THE WAR


TO THE EDITOR


Sir,—Many picturesque historical incidents which have come down to us as truths have been proved to be fables ; probably the present war will furnish many such.  The recent story of Mr Lloyd George having been called at 3 a.m. on June 7 in order to hear, in London, the report of the explosion of the great mines which preceded the Battle of Messines, is likely to become one of them.  Miners and quarrymen who give the story a moment’s thought will know it is an impossibility.  Underground explosions cannot be heard far from the place of origin, and the deeper the charge and the more effective its result the duller will be the sound.  By last week’s mail I received a letter from my son, who is with the Mining Corps, which made those tunnels under Hill 60, and in it he refers to the newspaper story about Mr Lloyd George which we have all read.


 My son says he was up at the time, and heard nothing—but he felt the explosions, which produced three earth-waves of vibration.  I believe the miners’ camp was then about three to four miles from their work; so the effect of the explosions was similar to an earthquake’s. 


Mr Lloyd George could not have heard, and did not hear, those mines go off, and probably was not expected to hear them.  What he did hear was the sound of the terrific gunfire which began the battle, and which also signalised the successful blowing-up of the formidable defences which the mines were aimed to destroy.—I am, sir, &c.,


								EDGAR HALL.


  									 Silver Spur, September 29. 





continued








ROLL OF HONOUR


HALL — On 19th September, of wounds received in action, at No.17 Casualty Clearing Station, France, Edgar Cullen Hall, dearly loved eldest son of Mr and Mrs Edgar Hall, Silverspur, sergeant in 1st Australian Tunnelling Co., late of Engineering School University of Queensland; aged 24 years.





THE ROLL OF HONOUR CASUALTY LIST NO 341


DIED OF WOUNDS


Sergt. Edgar Cullen Hall, Texas 19/9/17           						 Article abridged











QUEENSLAND UNIVERSITY


ADMISSION OF GRADUATION


The annual ceremony of conferring of degrees was held in the examination hall of the Brisbane Central Technical College.  Prior to the conferring of the degrees, feeling reference was made to the members of the University who had fallen in the defence of the Empire.  The Roll of Honour was read containing the following names:


Edgar Cullen Hall       									Article abridged





WORK OF THE AUSTRALIAN MINING CORPS


TO THE EDITOR


Sir,–The recent cable conveying Sir Douglas Haig’s eulogy of the miners’ and tunnellers’ part in the war of the Western Front is timely, and particularly welcome to the mining community.  The general public know vaguely that the battle of Messines was begun by the explosion of some big mines, previously prepared by the Mining Corps, but of the long and laborious tasks above, as well as below ground, performed by the tunnelling companies, nothing is known.  Some day we shall have a technical account, by a mining engineer, of the planning and execution of the big mines, but, at present, our only knowledge, beyond short official despatches, come from private sources.  Perhaps the following references may interest your readers and be new to most Queenslanders.


The big work at Messines was begun by others, and had progressed but slowly; in fact, was on the verge of abandonment, when it was taken over by the Australian tunnelling companies.  The bulk of these men were from Queensland and Western Australia, and their O.C. had been manager of a famous Queensland mine.  Fresh energy was put into the work, and the difficulties of sinking through wet sand were overcome, and some record mining was done.  One of the special correspondents of the London “Daily Mail” wrote:—“These tunnellers from Western Australia and Queensland have made a perfectly wonderful system and what they have done will remain for centuries, perhaps, one of the most interesting relics of the war.  For nearly three hours we walked about at depths varying from 20ft. to 60ft. underground, and at the end had only been through a small part of the workings.”  Sir Douglas Haig’s despatch, describing the battle of Messines, praised the work highly, and said it was the greatest feat of military mining ever attempted, and that the result was perfectly successful.


Although the miners were not supposed to fight, their work was exceedingly dangerous and casualties were, proportionately to other corps, very high.  On the occasion they did fight, and prevented what might have been a serious incursion of the enemy.               


The following account was received privately from Sir William Birdwood, himself:—“On April 9, 1917, the enemy made a big aid, preceded by an intense bombardment, on a position in which two English divisions had just effected a relief.  The infantry garrison was not strong in numbers, and was not familiar with the intricate dugout and tunnelling system.  


The tunnellers, of a strength of about 350, who were naturally conversant with the defence, assisted the infantry to stem the raid, and preserved the deep mine system intact. They rendered splendid service in rescuing men who had been buried in the defence by the enemy shells, and saved many lives by the use of oxygen apparata.  They also maintained communications and repaired the dug-out entrances under fire.  It was the most strenuous operation that the company had ever carried out, and the splendid bearing of all was fully realised by the commanding officer.  I may mention that the names of 27 men were submitted with recommendations for awards.  It was not possible, however, to grant such a large number of decorations for a comparatively small engagement, though 14 were awarded, 10 being to N.C.Os and men.  A special order was issued in connection with this operation, bringing to notice the conspicuous service rendered by seven officers and 20 N.C.O.s and men.”


Men who were present on that Easter Monday say that the danger was really great, and that the place chosen by the Germans for their attempt was unsuspected, and had been left entirely unguarded by the infantry defenders; that the tunnellers detected the danger spot, and got together all their men and defeated the raid practically “on their own.”  											


Continued





It is pleasing to know that a large number of those who fought in this ‘comparatively small engagement,’ were Queensland miners.  It speaks loudly of their valour, that such a large proportion as 27 out of 350 should have been recommended for decoration.  Australia has every reason to be proud of the part her miners took in the great war.—I am, sir, &tc.,


								EDGAR HALL


        									Silverspur, December 12.





Photo of Lijssenthoek Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 





Photo of headstone courtesy Lijssenthoek Cemetery Project








Following the Armistice, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission consolidated cemetery layouts and provided permanent stone markers to all graves. 





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris





The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	“It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.”


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241
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with the assistance of Alison Armstrong, great niece of Edgar ‘Garry’ Cullen Hall - all photos of ‘Garry’ courtesy his extended family








