SAPPER WILLIAM HENRY HACK
6929 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
William Henry Hack was born in Mackay, Queensland on 24 November, 1893 the son of Samuel and Sarah Ann (nee Wright).  He was a blacksmith by trade and lived on Nebo Road, Mackay in 1915 with the occupation of coach-smith.  He was a member of the Order of Rechabites.  
He attended a recruiting meeting in Mackay on March 13, 1916 and was presented with a souvenir on passing the preliminary examination.  Acknowledgement of the recruits’ names were published in the:
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At the Central District Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton, Qld on 13 March, 1916 the twenty-two-year-old single blacksmith reported to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 179cms (5ft 10¼ins), weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 88cms (34½ins).  Complexion states brown with brown hair and his brown eyes passed the eye test with only fair eyesight.  Religion was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his mother Mrs Sarah Ann Hack of Kilaquill, Nebo Road, Mackay and later changed to his father Samuel Hack of “Bally Crystal”, Bridge Street East, Toowoomba.  He signed and took the Enlistment Oath the following day.

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 15 November until 25 May, 1916 moving to the 3rd Depot Company, Aust Medical Corps to the 20 December, 1916.  On 30 January, 1917 was allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) and transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the February Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on 27 February for further instruction.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his father Samuel Hack of “Bally Crystal”, Bridge Street East, Toowoomba, Qld.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6929.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Hack left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marched into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.  
On 27 July, 1917 Sapper went sick to Delhi Hospital, Tidworth with a sprained ankle until discharged to the Training Depot on September 11.  Two days later left for the Overseas Training Brigade and proceeded overseas from Folkstone on September 30 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles on 2 October.    Sapper was assigned on 14 October, 1917 to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  
He was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on October 31 who had just returned from the Belgian Coast on October 27 and were setting up Headquarters with Sections No 1, 2 & 4 camped in Havrincourt Wood, in the Cambrai sector and work commenced in this sector.

On 12 January 1918 he went sick to the 57th Field Ambulance with a scalded left foot (accidentally injured) and taken to the 18th Casualty Clearing Station then on January 16 entered the 6th General Hospital at Rouen.  On January 22 was moved to the 2nd Convalescent Depot and five days later went to Base Details “A” before returning to his unit on 4 February, 1918.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was admitted on 8 March, 1918 to the 6th Field Ambulance then to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin).  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.11 to be admitted to the 9th General Hospital in Rouen on March 11.  On 24 March was transferred from Lakeside General Hospital, Rouen to the 73rd General Hospital in Tranville and on to the 14 Convalescent Depot on March 29.  He entered the Aust General Base Depot in Havre on April 18 for Base Details “A” remaining until May 18 and re-joined his unit.   He was taken on strength with the company the same day.
Leave was granted and taken from 28 August until 13 September, 1918.

Sapper was with his Unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He went on 22 January, 1919 to the Corps School for education purposes and returned on 30 April.  On May 8 went to the 39th General Hospital with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer.) and returned to the Base Depot on May 10 just in time to prepare to leave France.

On 13 May, 1919 was transferred to England disembarking at Southampton and marching into No. 3 Group camp at Codford the next day.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:




Offence:
22/6/19 Codford AWL 2400hrs to 2000hrs 24/6/19





Award:

10 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Capt. Greenlees 27/6/19



Total forfeiture:
15 day’s pay.


After demobilisation Sapper Hack returned to Australia on H.T. Main for the voyage home on 23 July, 1919 from Devonport, Endland.  He went sick on 5 August to the Ship’s hospital on 5 August, 1919 and was discharged to duty three days later but re-entered the hospital again and re-joined duties on 16 August.  Base Records advised his father on 20 August that he was returning home.  His name was published in the list of soldiers returning in the:
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The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 15 October, 1919.



The Queensland soldiers continued their journey by special train until arriving back a day later to Brisbane (1st M.D.)
Military discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 23 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

A welcome home was given for the local Homebush boys which was reported in the: 


He married on 17 April, 1920 possibly in Brisbane to Pearl Marshall formerly Cumming which was reported in the:

Their address was listed in 1921 at “Eungella” Dovercourt Street, Toowong where he worked as a coach-smith.  By 1925 they were at Brilliant Street, Ipswich with the occupation of blacksmith they remained.  He bred and exhibited poultry and was a conductor of choirs at Silkstone and Sunday School. 
In 1949 their residence was at 157 Kent Street, New Farm, Brisbane with the same occupation.  

His wife Pearl died on 7 June, 1967 aged 71 years.

He retired to 19 Bell Terrace, Graceville listed there in 1972 and then to 60 Ridgeway Drive, Southport, Qld.
William Henry Hack passed away on 19 September, 1980 aged 86 years.  Cremation took place at Mount Thompson Crematorium, Brisbane.

Their plaque can be located there.


His name is inscribed on the Homebush State School Honour Board 1914-1918.
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Brisbane Courier Tuesday March 14, 1916:


PRESENTATIONS – MACKAY March 13


On Saturday night the usual recruiting meeting was held and the eloquent speeches met with a hearty response.  Souvenirs were presented to the following recruits—Messrs (30 listed including) W.H. Hack													Article abridged





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Saturday August 30, 1919:


MORE HOMECOMERS – FOUR MORE CONTINGENTS 


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.


	Sp. W.H. Hack, 2nd Tunn C;							Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday October 16, 1919:


TROOPSHIP MAIN – BRINGS 400 SOLDIERS HOME


After a voyage lasting three months, the troopship Main berthed at Woolloomooloo yesterday.  The Main is one of the vessels handed over by the Germans at the signing of the armistice.  Four or five days after leaving Devonport trouble developed with the auxiliary engines.


The spectre of bad luck followed the ship for the duration of the voyage.  


Contd.





continues


Just before reaching Dakar, where the Main called for water supplies, one of the troops, Pte Geddies, 57th Battalion, was lost overboard.  Coal shortage at Capetown and Durban delayed the ship for further periods, and while at the latter port an Imperial soldier died of heart failure.  Continuing the voyage, a baby died just before reaching Fremantle, and at Melbourne one of the stewards committed suicide.  Finally, a wet and cheerless day added to the discomfort of the troops as they disembarked.


The quota for New South Wales totalled 410 military ranks, including 41 Imperial soldiers, one member of the nursing service and 115 dependants.





Daily Mercury (Mackay) Wednesday November 26, 1919:


DISTRICT NEWS – HOMEBUSH


Quite a number of our soldier lads have put in an appearance in the past few weeks, and at a welcome home social held in Chelona schoolroom the following were entertained and each made the recipient of the club’s gold medal souvenir: Messrs. Robert Windsor, Wm Adams, W.H. Hack, Frederick Wentzel and Thos. Lamb.


In making presentations, the club chairman Cr W.R. Swanson, first asked the company to sing the National Anthem.  This was heartily responded to and the chairman then addressed the returned men, assuring them, in the name of the Welcome Home Club and the residents generally of our appreciation of their valor at the front, and pleasure of their safe return.  Messrs McIntyre and Adams followed and spoke in similar laudatory terms, after which the club medal was affixed on each hero’s breast by his nearest female relative or friend, and the ceremony concluded y all present giving three hearty cheers and singing “For They are Jolly Good Fellows.”  A dainty supper was then partaken of and dancing resumed till closing time.





Queensland Times (Ipswich) Saturday May 8, 1920:


MARRIAGES


HACK—CUMMING. —On April 17th, at the residence of the bride’s parents, Frederick-st., Spring Gardens, by the Rev. G.K. Kirke, Pearl, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs W.B. Cumming, to Mr W.H. Hack, youngest son of Mr and Mrs S. Hack, Mackay.





Commemorative Plaque in Mt Thompson Crematorium
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