SAPPER JOSEPH HENRY GROVES

5994 - 3rd Tunnelling Company

Beauchamp Roothing, Ongar, Essex, England was the birthplace of Joseph Henry Groves about 1872 the son of William, who was born in Willingale, Spain, Essex and Sarah (nee Pemberton) Groves.  In 1881 the family were residing at Beauchamp End in the district of Ongar and was made up of William (52) a farm bailiff, Sarah (55), Marion (25), Augusta W. (14), James P. (12), Joseph H. (11) and William H. Parkinson (4).    Joseph came to Australia.  He had previously tried to enlist but had been rejected due to defective teeth.

At a recruiting meeting in Dalby, Queensland on March 28, 1916 the forty-four year old applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Personal particulars taken show his residence was Ingleston with his postal address at Tara and stood 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall and had a chest measurement of 99cms (39ins) and a note states he had two sets of false teeth.  Passing the medical examination his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  The following day in Toowoomba, Qld at the Darling Downs Recruiting Office the miner completed Attestation Forms which add further information that he had a fresh complexion with grey eyes and black hair and passed the eye test with fair vision.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his brother William Groves of Romsey, Victoria.  He signed and took the “Oath on Enlistment” the same day.

At Enoggera camp, Brisbane, Qld he commenced basic training on May 1, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion then was transferred to the Miners’ Depot (1st Military District) on June 5 for training with their recruits.  During this period Final Home Leave of four days was granted.  On September 9, 1916 he was sent to the Miners’ Reinforcement Camp at Seymour, Victoria  and assigned to the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5994. 

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth.  The men marched into the Aust Details Camp at Perham Downs for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements departed Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward to France on January 29, 1917 marching in to the Aust General Base Depot.  On February 6 Sapper Groves was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.

In the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following entry was recorded:

On 1/4/17 the following men were wounded by minenwerfer shells at Seaforth Main Incline:

928   Spr Booth, R.

1138 Sgt Reed, E.W.

1168 Spr Smith, R.

5994 Spr Groves, J.H.

4454 Spr Randles, J.

4475 Spr Simons, F.L.

1108 Spr Needham, C.B.

The following day he was admitted to the 18th Field Ambulance suffering gunshot wounds to his face and left leg and was transferred to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station and then to a barge on April 4, 1917.

He was evacuated to England on April 9 from Calais on the hospital ship Newhaven entering the Cambridge War Hospital in Aldershot on April 11 diagnosed with wounds to his face.

His brother was advised by Base Records on April 14, 1917 of his wounding and again on April 26 that he had been transferred to hospital in England.

His name appeared in the 289th Casualty List of Queenslanders published in:

The Queenslander on Saturday April 28, 1917

289th LIST – Queensland

Spr J.H. Groves, Romsey, V.







Article abridged
Discharged to furlough on May 31 he was to report to the No. 4 Command Depot, Perham Downs on June 15, 1917.  A transfer to the Overseas Training Depot took place on July 14 and departed Folkstone again for France on August 4, 1917.  He arrived in Rouelles to the A.G.B.D. two days later and rejoined his Unit on August 13, 1917.

For twelve months service abroad he was issued with two Blue Chevrons on October 25, 1917 to wear on his uniform.

His service continued without illness or injury and was counted in an audit of the company on July 13, 1918.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by defusing delayed-action mines and booby traps left by the enemy on roads and bridges.

Leave was granted from November 16 until November 30 and rejoined his unit on December 6, 1918.

On January 27, 1919 the company was to report to the A.G.B.D. for Demobilisation and marched out on February 1 to the Depot.  On February 3 they departed crossing the English Channel and disembarked for the Overseas Training Depot at Sutton Veny the next day.  

He marched out for Repatriation and Demobilisation in London where on April 24, 1919 Sapper was taken on strength with the A.I.F. Headquarters and granted leave to take up paid Non-Military Employment for three months with subsistence of 6 shillings per day.   Experience in all aspects of Farming and Stock Breeding was given by F. Tipler of Garstons, Bolney, Sussex.  Mr Tipler reported to the Director of Education that “satisfactory progress was made” by Sapper Groves.

On completion of his Course he returned on July 24, 1919 and was retransferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company marching out to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General’s office.

On August 8, 1919 he returned to No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await his return to Australia.

The H.T. Euripides embarked on September 7, 1919 for the voyage home with Sapper Groves on board.  His next-of-kin was advised by Base Records on September 30 of his impending return.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on October 24, 1919 three years to the day after his departure in 1916. 

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on December 20, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

His marriage to Minna Caroline Fordyce took place in Queensland on September 12, 1923 and they lived at Berwyn, West Burleigh, Qld where he was a farmer.  

The British War Medal (24538) and the Victory Medal (23706) were issued to Sapper 5994 Joseph Henry Groves, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country. 

In an article on Burleigh and surrounding beaches of the district now called the Gold Coast region of Queensland a view from the hill on his property was described as follows:

The Courier-Mail Friday November 7, 1924

BURLEIGH TO TUGUN

MAGNIFICANT HEADLANDS - A PRINCELY HOLIDAY MAKER - GREEN HILLS AND BEACHES

One of the best places in the district to obtain a view of all its picturesque spots is on top of a hill forming part of the property owned by Mr J.H. Groves.  “Standing there one feels that he would like to have power, once exercised by a governor of New South Wales, to grant himself all the land as far as he can see.  Almost below him the Tallebudgera Creek empties itself into the sea, leaving in its wake numbers of fairy islands, some green with trees, others merely sand forming brilliant ochre patches rising out of translucent waters.  Lying between this creek and the Currumbin is the famous Palm Beach.  In the south on the hills meeting the horizon runs along an almost horizontal scar, the road along which is the tick fence between Queensland and New South Wales.  Turning to one’s right there is extensive scrub-covered land with the edge of the famous Merrimac estate showing near the sky-line.  Beneath one’s feet lies a piece of ground so level and green that one almost listens to the click of ivory billiard balls or whatsoever may be the material that giants of the glade use when playing their scientific game.”
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They were regular participants in many community events such as the following which were reported in:

The Courier-Mail Tuesday December 11, 1928

SOUTHPORT

A successful dance and euchre tournament was held in the Jarvis Hall, Burleigh Heads, on Friday evening, in aid of Church of England funds.  The hall was gaily decorated with coloured streamers and balloons.  Among those present were: Mr and Mrs J.H. Groves.       
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The Courier-Mail Tuesday July 28, 1942

BURLEIGH HEADS

On behalf of the members, senior vice-president Mr J.H. Groves presented the president Mr E.J. Coughlan, with a gold pencil and wallet as a token of appreciation of his services during the last two years.

He remained farming in West Burleigh with their last address recorded there in 1943 and the following year his brother William Groves passed away in Northcote, Vic aged 67 years.

Statements of Service were sent to the Repatriation Commission in Brisbane on December 2, 1936, September 22 and December 12, 1942.

Joseph Henry Groves passed away on October 11, 1946 aged 77 years.  A death notice was placed in:

The Courier Mail October 12, 1946

DEATHS

GROVES—On October 11th, at Rosemount, Joseph Henry Groves, 77 years (Sapper, Q5994, 1st A.I.F.), of Berwyn, West Burleigh, beloved Husband of M.C. Groves.  Private Cremation.  No flowers, by request. 

CANNON & CRIPPS LTD.

Funeral Directors.

Cremation took place at Mount Thompson Crematorium, Brisbane.

Finalising the Will of his Estate appeared in:

The Courier-Mail October 26, 1946

LEGAL NOTICES

Deceased JOSEPH HENRY GROVES, late of West Burleigh in the State of Queensland, Farmer.  Applicant MINNA CAROLINE GROVES, of West Burleigh, widow of the aforesaid deceased and sole Executor appointed by the deceased’s Will, dated the eighteenth day of February, 1942.  

Solicitors K.B. PRICE and PRICE

Nerang Street, Southport, Town Agents

A.W. HALE and SON, 96 Eagle Street, Brisbane

His war service is commemorated by a plaque in the Garden of Remembrance at Pinnaroo Lawn Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs, Brisbane on Wall 2 in Row E.
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