SAPPER THOMAS GROOM

119 – 1st Tunnelling Company

[image: image1.jpg]


Thomas Groom was born in 1873 in Denver, Norfolk, England the son of James and (Harriet) Mary (nee Billmen) Groom.  In 1881 the family were residing at Dourham Road, Bexwell in Norfolk and consisted of James (29), Harriet M. (27), Thomas (7), Robert (6), James (3) and Edith S. (3mths).   His father worked as an Agricultural Labourer.  Thomas came to Australia and on November 18, 1896 he married Laura Emeline Voysey Smith in Queensland.

In 1903 their residence was ‘Westlock’, Patrick Street, Rockhampton, Queensland and in 1908 they were at Dairy Creek, Mt Morgan and at Walterhall, Mt Morgan in 1913 and a platelayer was his occupation.

On September 13, 1915 at the age of almost forty-two years Thomas enlisted for active service abroad at the Recruiting Depot in Rockhampton.  Passing the medical examination his personal details were height of 177cms 89-97cms (5ft 9¾ins) and weighed 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of (35-38ins).  He was dark in complexion with brown eyes and dark hair and religious denomination was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Laura Groom of 2/20 George Street, Rockhampton and he signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.
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The Mining Corps was being established when Thomas joined on October 28, 1915 and was assigned to the No. 1 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 119 when he commenced training at their Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth Military Forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Sapper Groom was transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 24, 1916.

He went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station on January 24, 1917 suffering from Amblyopia and returned to duty on January 29.  

Central Queensland soldiers on the Front were in contact with Mrs H.G. Wheeler working in London co-ordinating the Central Queensland Comfort Fund and each week sent report-letters naming those men she had been in contact with during the week.  These were published in the Rockhampton newspapers to give relatives reliable news of their men abroad.  Her address was care of the Agent-General, Queensland Office, London.  
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The following are extracts from her letters home published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin in which she imparts news of Sapper Groom:

Service continued until November 8, 1917 when disciplinary action was taken:

Offence:
W.O.A.S. [While on Active Service] 8/11/17 Conduct prejudicial to good order and Military discipline.

Award:
14 day F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] issued by C. Officer.

Nine days later on November 14 he was wounded in action in the field suffering a shell wound to his left thigh and taken to the 3rd Field Ambulance.  Transferred to the 13th Casualty Clearing Station and later sent to the 2nd Canadian General Hospital.  

He was conveyed to England on November 27 on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle and entered the 1st Southern General Hospital in Stowbridge the next day which was affiliated with the 1st Southern G.H. in Birmingham.  His wife was advised by Base Records the same day that her husband had been wounded in action.  On December 10 she received news that he was in hospital in England and two days later heard that he was progressing favourably.  On January 9, 1918 her advice stated he was still progressing favourably. 

He was discharged to furlough from January 11 to January 25, 1918 and marched in from London Headquarters to the 4th Command Depot at Hurdcott.  Mrs Groom received mail from Records stating her husband was now convalescent on February 5, 1918.
More information from Mrs Wheeler letters were published about Sapper Groom:

After recuperating for several months Sapper Groom departed on May 27, 1918 for the No. 2 C.D. at Weymouth.

Meanwhile back home in Rockhampton the following appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Friday June 7, 1918:

On June 7, 1918 Sapper Groom embarked as medically unfit for further service on the H.T. Essex for the voyage to Australia.  His wife was advised by Base Records on June 28, 1918 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on August 1, 1918 and he left for Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) soon after.

His Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) as medically unfit for duty on September 3, 1918 due to Rheumatism.

Sapper 119 Thomas Groom, 1st Tunnelling Company was entitled to wear the British War Medal (12149) and the Victory Medal (11990) for serving his country.

A Statement of his Service was sent to the Repatriation Department in Brisbane on December 16, 1932.

A snippet of news appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on November 3, 1933:


Their residence remained at 6 Patrick Street, Rockhampton and his occupation continued to be platelayer.

At 73 years of age Thomas Groom passed away on May 8, 1947 and funeral arrangements were advertised in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Friday May 9, 1947:

He was interred in Compartment 15 of the North Rockhampton Cemetery in Section 1, Grave No. 41.

Financial matters concerning his Estate were published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Wednesday July 2, 1947:


The following year these tributes appeared in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Saturday May 9, 1948:

Final details of his Estate were published in the Rockhampton Morning Bulletin on Wednesday September 8, 1948:

The following is his paragraph from the book Queenslanders’ Who Fought in the Great War:

Groom, Thomas, Sapper, No. 119, 1st Tunnelling Company.  Born and educated at Norfolk (Eng.).  He is the son of James and Mary Groom, of Hatfield, Broadoak, Essex, England.  Enlisted at Rockhampton 13th September, 1915, and went into Ennoggera Camp.  Attached to the 1st Mining Battalion, but transferred into 1st Tunnellers in France.  In December, 1915, went to Sydney, and to Casula Camp for training.  Left for France 20th February, 1916, on S.S. “Lilysus”, but was two weeks in Broadmeadows Camp.  Arrived at Marseilles 5th May, 1916, and entrained for Hazelbronak.  Then to Armentieres, after week’s training.  He went through the battles of La Biset, Ploegstructe, and Poperhinge, and Hill 60, near Ypres in operations blowing up Messines Ridge in June, 1917.  He was then road making and building dugouts on the Messines Ridge and at Westhoek Ridge, where he was wounded by shell on the left leg, 13th November, 1917.  Was sent to Le Treport Hospital, then to Le Havre, and 1st and Southern General (near Birmingham).  Was on Home Service for four months, at Hurdcott, and then sent to Weymouth, and finally Australia, where he was Boarded, and found unfit for active service and discharged 2nd September, 1918.   
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AWM Image ID: DA14166 - c. 7 November 1916


Studio portrait of 119 Sapper (Spr) Thomas Groom (left) and 279 Spr Frederick Allen Smith, both members of No. 1 Mining Corps. Originally from Norfolk, England, Spr Groom was a platelayer from Rockhampton, Queensland prior to enlistment and embarked with No. 1 Company from Sydney on HMAT Ulysses on 20 February 1916. Later transferring to the 1st Tunnelling Company, he was wounded in action. Following his recovery he developed rheumatism and returned to Australia on 7 June 1918 and was medically discharged. A miner from Mount Morgan, Queensland prior to enlistment, Spr Smith also embarked with No. 1 Company from Sydney on HMAT Ulysses on 20 February 1916. Later wounded in action, he transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company. Subsequently becoming ill, it was discovered that he was overage and he returned to Australia on 9 December 1918. 





Monday May 21, 1917


AUSTRALIANS ABROAD


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler


“Sapper Groom’s letter is dated the 9th instant.  He thanked me for information I had sent him about his nephew George Lutton.  Asked if he was in want of anything he said that thanks to Mrs Voss and Mrs Pearson, he had never been short of clothing and he had been fortunate to be able to take all his kit with him everywhere he went.”














Wednesday May 30, 1917


AUSTRALIANS ABROAD


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 24/3/17


“If you get this in time to publish will you say that I saw Pte J.M. Kirk also Sapper Groom from Mt Morgan.  The former wounded in the jaw and I think will be going home soon.”  


R. Vere Ellis and Sapper Kennedy, A.R. Frazer, Sapper Fall, Sapper Groom and A.J. Taylor all received parcels also Sappers Rowley & Smith.  All appreciated the change of clothing.” 





Thursday August 9, 1917


Letter Mrs W.G. Wheeler 5/6/17


“Sapper Groom was glad to hear from me of George Lutton’s whereabouts and also the information I gave him about Sergeant Archie Thompson.  He sends many kind messages from my boys in the Tunnelling Company.”





Saturday October 6, 1917


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler


“Sapper Groom’s letter dated the 16th of July.  He wrote to tell me how glad he was to receive the papers and he and ‘Parapet’ Smith were in the best of health.  Their friend Archie Thomson has rejoined the unit and they were very pleased to see him back.”





Saturday March 30, 1918


Letter from Mrs H.G. Wheeler 10/1/18


Sapper T. Groom wrote on 30th of November saying that he had been rather severely wounded but was progressing very favourably indeed.  On the 15th of December he wrote to say that he was up and hoped to go to a convalescent hospital soon. 





Thursday April 25, 1918


Letter Miss Portia Wheeler


Owing to the illness of her Mother


Visitors:  Sapper T. Groom (Rockhampton), 3469 Sapper F Hoban, 5765 Sapper R.A. Kennedy (Mt Morgan).





Thursday May 2, 1918


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler


T. Groom writing on 27th January from Hurdcott said that he had had a splendid fortnight’s furlough and was feeling very well though his leg was still very stiff.











April 26, 1918


Letter Mrs H.G. Wheeler


Sapper T. Groom is on duty at Hurdcott.  He has been marked for “home service in England”.  He has heard from “Parapet Smith”, who was just going on leave, with his son, when the German offensive started and they were recalled.


Sapper Groom was glad to see the newspaper cuttings about the flood that I sent him.  At present his hut is quarantined from mumps and for a month, they had already been isolated for measles for a week before that.





ROCKHAMPTON COUNCIL BUSINESS


Letters were also received from Mr A.O. Thorpe, Brisbane, asking for the remission amounting to £1 13s 0d on behalf of his brother, who was on active service in France; Mrs Laura Groom, No. 230 George-street, making a similar application on her own behalf as the wife of a soldier, Private T. Groom.





VALUED AT NOTHING


A sale in the vicinity of lands owned by A. Marris and A. Miller in Talford-street and T. Groom in Patrick-street had brought £300, though the improvements were value at £300.  He suggested a 33 1/3 per cent reduction.  According to this reckoning the land was valued at nothing.





FUNERAL NOTICES


THE Funeral of the late MR THOMAS GROOM, beloved Husband of Laura Groom, Father of Claude and Annie Groom, Mrs M. Bates and Mrs L. Ware, and Brother of Mr and Mrs A. Trim, will leave his late residence, “Westlock” No. 6 Patrick Street, THIS (Friday) AFTERNOON at 3 o’clock for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


LUTTON BROS.,


Funeral Directors.


Telephone No 3020.





His grave is unmarked in section 1 of the Cemetery (pictured).








STATUTORY NOTICE TO CREDITORS


NOTICE is hereby given that all Creditors and other persons having claims against the Estate of the undermentioned deceased persons are hereby required to send their claims to the Local Deputy Public curator, Rockhampton on or before the Fifth day of September, 1947.


THOMAS GROOM, late of Rockhampton, Retired Platelayer, died on Eight day of May, 1947, at Rockhampton.                                                                                                 


         Advertisement Abridged.





IN MEMORIAM


GROOM—In loving memory of my dear Husband, Thomas Groom, and our dear father, who passed away on May 8th, 1947.


(Inserted by his loving Wife and Family.) 





GROOM, Tom—In loving memory of my dear grandfather, who passed away May 8th, 1947;


God watched you as you suffered,


He knew you had had your share,


He gently closed your weary eyes,


 		  And took you in His care.


(Inserted by your loving Grandson John)





GROOM, Tom—In loving memory of my old Friend Tom, who passed away May 8th, 1947


Always remembered


(Harry Johnson).











TRANSMISSION BY DEATH


NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made for the Registration of Transmission of title to the Lands hereafter mentioned.


Titles in ROCKHAMPTON


Name of Deceased Proprietor: THOMAS GROOM, late of Rockhampton


Date of Death: 8 May, 1947


Name of Claimant: Laura Emeline Voysey Groom, of the same place, widow of deceased.


                                                                                                                                     Article abridged.








