SAPPER JOHN GRAVES
Miners’ Reinforcements
John Graves stated he was born in Hull, Yorkshire, England the son of (father’s name not given) and Annie Graves.  He came to Western Australia where he was a labourer in 1912 at East Kirapp and in 1915 worked at Jardinup as a labourer.

He had been previously rejected for active service due to having flat feet.  In the recruiting office at the Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 6 March, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal his postal address was Waverley House, Car Barn, W.A. and was forty-four years old, unmarried and stood 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall with a chest expansion of 88-99cms (34½-38½ins).  His brown eyes passed the eye test with good vision.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as weighing 68.3kgs (151lbs) with a dark complexion and black hair.  Distinctive marks were a blue mark on the bridge of his nose and various tattoo marks on his arms.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Annie Graves of 310 High Street, Yarrow-on-Tyne, Durham, England.  
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 13 March, 1916 and signed and took the Oath of Allegiance then allotted to the 54th Depot Battalion for basic training.  On May 10, 1916 was assigned to the Miners’ Reinforcements and were transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria.
He was photographed with other West Australian recruits at Seymour, Vic which was published in the:
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Soon after arrival at the camp he was admitted to hospital there remaining until 19 August.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following while at Seymour:


Offence:
Breaking a window in No.1 Ward 13/5/16



Award:

to pay cost of window value 10 shillings – ordered by Capt S. Richard





Fined 25 shillings



Offence:
A.W.L. 36 hours 29-30/5/16



Award:

7 day’s C.B. [confined to barracks]

He was moved to No. 5 Aust General Hospital, Melbourne from 19 August to 22 August, 1916 where he appeared before the medical board and his statement of case reads:


Disability:
Alcoholic insanity


Origin of disability:
19 August, 1916


Place of disability:
No. 5 A.G.H. Melbourne


Essential facts:
Patient was admitted suffering from sub-acute gastritis and the effects of





alcoholic debands.  He was wild and had to be shackled 22/8/16.  While in





mental ward he opened his left arm with a safety pin with suicidal intent.  





He also asks for a knife to end his life as he was tired of living.


Cause of disability:
Alcoholism


Present condition:
Patient is very depressed, cardio vascular tone for he does not take his food





easily – is incoherent and his speech is desirous of taking his life.

Aggravated by:
Intemperance yes – misconduct – no


Treatment employed:
General medical treatment for alcoholism


Recommendation:
discharge permanently unfit

      Pathological condition:
Alcoholic insanity - after threatening suicide several times lately he today





opened up his arm with a safety pin.  He is dazed and suicidal.


Recommendation:
Board recommends treatment at Receiving House for mental illness.






No. 5 A.G.H. 22/8/16

He was transferred to Royal Park Receiving Home on August 22 suffering from Acute Alcoholic Mania and his D1 form was filled out and finalised.  On 26 August, 1916 at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne he was provisionally to be discharged on 19 September, 1916.

This changed when Major Godfrey, Medical Superintendent at the Military Mental Hospital at Royal Park wrote on 16 September, 1916 to the Officer at No.5 Aust General Hospital and reported:

“Herewith is John Graves, Miners’ Corps, Seymour who was admitted to base hospital and was sent to this institution on the 22nd inst. suffering from the effects of Alcoholism (having intentionally cut a vein in his arm).  He recovered here in a day or two and has been perfectly normal ever since, and is fit to rejoin his corps.  He explains that the drink he got in Melbourne was in some sly-grog shop, and he believes it was drugged as his mind is as blank after taking it.  I consider him fit for duty now.” 
The Staff Officer for Invalids in Melbourne wrote to the Officer Commanding No.5 Aust General Hospital at St Kilda Road, Melbourne on 26th September, 1916 sending transfer documents and noted that:
“This man was medically “boarded” by you on the 22nd inst. and recommended discharge as permanently unfit.  Incapacity “nil” and found to be suffering from Alcoholic Insanity, and on being discharged from the Receiving House, Royal Park and re-admitted to you, was discharged as “fit for duty” as per the attached D1 Form dated 21st inst.  Will you please have this case re-considered and submit a further C.M. D2 in due course.

Pte Graves is reporting herewith under guard.”

Arrived from the barracks on 6 October, 1916 to the No. 5 Aust General Hospital where the forty-five year old’s case appeared before the medical board and the following was recorded after five days a patient there:



Disability:
Dipsomania (uncontrolled craving for alcoholic liquors)

Origin of disability:
Early youth


Place of disability:
England


Essential facts:
Drink has gradually gained the mastery over him.  He is very constantly





drunk and violent.  He has been in this hospital several times and once as a





mental case.  He attempted his life on one occasion


Cause of disability:
Alcohol

Present condition:
He has a wound on frontal region and other on occipital region and lower front of R. Thorax.  There is no fracture of skull.  He is unfitted for the


duties of a soldier 
Board’s opinion:
Apparently and chronic Alcoholic – now has wounds on skull and thorax


Unlikely to be of use as an efficient soldier.

Recommendation:
Discharge permanently unfit.  10/10/16

The Provost Marshal, 3rd Military District sent a memo dated 12 October, 1916 to the Commanding Officer at Seymour as follows:

“Private John Graves of the Miners Corps, Seymour is sent to you under escort.   Colonel Humpris, District Inspector of Camps has directed his immediate discharge.  Please cause him to be immediately discharged and have deductions shown on crime sheet deducted from any pay due to him.  Full proceedings of Medical Board of this man are sent to you herewith.”
Private Graves was discharged on 26 October, 1916 as medically unfit – not due to misconduct – due to intemperance.  Character – fair.
He returned to Western Australia and less than a month later the following was reported in the:


As the soldier did not leave Australia he was ineligible for any war service medals.

Mrs Alice Hackett of 297 Summer Road, Peckham wrote to Base Records on 12 November, 1923 asking a favour about her brother but was unsure if he joined up in the Australian Army but knew he went to Australia.  
She wished they could look through their books for the names of James Graves or James Robert Graves as he may have used one of these names.  She gave his birthdate.  
She had been to Australian House in London and they have three James Graves’ names but they were all dead and was told to write to Records in Australia.  If he was not in the Army would they be so kind as to find out for her if he was in Australia.  She enclosed a photo of him.  She had not heard from him since 1914 and was keeping up his insurance and was told she could not get anything as she did not know if he was dead, but if she could prove his death then she could claim the lot and had paid twenty pounds out of twenty-three pounds and they wanted to “do her out of it” she said and she was his oldest sister with both her mother and father dead.  She hoped they would kindly help her to find out if he was alive or dead.

Records wrote on 20 December, 1923 to the District Finance Officer at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne for any information on the whereabouts of ex-Private John Graves.  They replied the same day there was no record of the soldier in their records at their office.

Base Records then wrote to the Master of Equity and Lunacy, Law Courts, Melbourne on 8 January, 1924 inquiring if they could advise if they had any knowledge of their former patient’s present whereabouts.  Their office replied on 15 January, 1924 that they had no record of the address of this person.
Base Records replied to Mrs Alice Hackett in Peckham, London, England in reference to her communication of 12 October of the whereabouts of her brother.  They advised that records were held for a Private John Graves, Miners Reinforcements, who on enlistment stated his birthplace to be Hull, Yorkshire, England – aged 44 years and 9 months – occupation Miner – next-of-kin mother, Mrs Annie Graves, 310 High Street, Yarrow-on-Tyne, Durham, England.  No information was available at their office regarding the ex-soldier’s whereabouts and he was presumably identical with the person she sought.  Endeavours had been made to obtain his present address, but with no result.  The writer returned her photo.
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ADDENDUM
If Base Records were correct that John Graves was identical to James Robert Graves, the following is possible additional & relevant information:
James Robert Graves was born on 3 May, 1872 at Bethnal Green, London, England, the son of James and Alice Emma (nee Samson) Graves.
Alice Elizabeth Graves was born on 11 August 1888 at Poplar, London, and married Arthur Hackett.  She died in December 1961.  In 1939 she lived at Peckham Rye, Camberwell, England.
James Robert Graves, 28, bachelor, Labourer of 56 East Ferry Road, married Mary Ann Sophia Fereday, 22, spinster of 201 Stebondale Street, on June 8 1900 at St John’s Church, Poplar, London.
Mary Ann died in 1905.

[several articles on Trove re the divorce]

James Robert Graves married Fanny Munday in 1920 at Adelaide, SA.
[Charles Thynne Munday married Fanny Shilam in July 1909 at Stroud, Gloucestershire.  They had 2 children.  They left England in July 1912.]
1939 Electoral Roll - James, metal polisher, and Fanny Graves living at 1 Old Belair Road, Mitcham, Adelaide, SA 
– also John Albert Graves, clerk.
1941 Electoral Roll - James, metal polisher, and Fanny Graves living at 1 Old Belair Road, Mitcham, Adelaide, SA.
1943 Electoral Roll - James and Fanny Graves living at 23 Watson Street, Fullarton, Adelaide, SA.

James Robert Graves died in 1960 at Fullerton, South Australia, aged 72 years, and was buried on 13 October 1960 at Centennial Park Cemetery, Pasadena, Mitcham City, SA – Plot Acacia C, Path CG, Grave 552.
Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday March 7, 1916:


PERSONAL ITEMS


Recruits accepted at Kalgoorlie yesterday were: W.J. Richards, R. Salmon, G. Muskey, R. Matton, J. Graves, C. Purkiss, W.G. Taylor, G.J. Nodges, J.C. Black, J. Ryan and D. Thompson.
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Western Mail Friday May 26, 1916:


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN MINERS WHO HAVE ENLISTED


(Photograph taken at the Seymour Camp, Victoria)


Front Row: W.H. Smith (Mount Magnet), W. Campbell (Menzies), W. Dabb (Kalgoorlie)


Sitting: A. Gaston (Ashburton), J.L. Buckham (Youanme), C.A. Barker (Kalgoorlie), J. Ruddock (Laverton), J. Rogers (Peak Hill), J.E.A. Lavery (Norseman), J. King (Warreidar) W. Carman (Perth)


Standing: W.T. Driver (Perth), W.J. Henrich, (Kalgoorlie), J. Graves (Boulder), L.W. Partridge (Menzies), G. Granger (Kalgoorlie), J.H. Maher (25-Mile), E.F. Pearce (Coolgardie), J.F. Lewis (Fremantle)





West Australian Monday November 20, 1916:


DEMENTED MAN ARRESTED


Under circumstance clearly pointing to a loss of mental balance a man about 45, named John Graves, was taken into custody on Saturday afternoon.  Shortly after 3 o’clock the man visited the Roe-street police station and his strange behaviour attracted the notice of Constable Brodie, who was passing through the vestibule to one of the offices facing the reserve room.


On being asked the nature of his business Graves said: “I want to give myself up.  I don’t feel safe.  I enlisted, but they wouldn’t have me, and I haven’t slept for three weeks.”  He also complained that he could “hear voices talking about him.”  The constable asked the man to go into the reserve room, and continued his errand, intending to go back and attend to him, but when he returned he found him brandishing an open pocket knife and crying “There, that’s done it.”  Blood was dripping from the wound on the inside of the left forearm, and it was ascertained that the unfortunate man had severed an artery.  First aid was rendered by Constables Brodie, Cordell and Simpson, and the man was taken in the fire brigade ambulance to the Public Hospital, where the wound was stitched, and he was placed in the mental ward for treatment and observation.





The Express and Telegraph, Adelaide, SA – Tuesday 2 March 1920:


Divorce Suits


In the suit for divorce brought by Charles Thynne Munday, against his wife, Fanny, Mr. C. L. Abbott, who appeared for the petitioner, moved for a decree absolute.  A decree absolute was granted, with the custody of the child.  Costs were ordered against the co-respondent, James Robert Graves. 





South Australia Police Gazette [November 1944]:


James Robert Graves (72), summons, drive motor van without due care; fined 30s. and costs 11s., or three days.  Consts. Stacey and Archibald.  P.C. Unley, 16/11/44. – (C.14117.) 








