SAPPER NORMAN HENRY FREEMAN JOSEPH GRAFF

1435 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / Aust Motor Transport Service
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Ryde, Sydney, New South Wales was the birthplace of Norman Henry Freeman Joseph Graf in 1898 the son of Henry and Catherine Graf.  In 1899 the family were residing at Sea Street, Ryde.  His military experience was with the Commonwealth Senior Cadets.

He had been an apprentice for two years with the New South Wales Government Railways in Redfern.

At the recruiting depot in Sydney, NSW the eighteen year old electric fitter applied to enlist for active service abroad on August 16, 1915.  Consent to would have been given by his parents as he was under twenty-one years of age.  Passing the medical examination personal particulars reveal he was 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighed 66.6kgs (146lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  Dark in complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had dark hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin was his father Henry Graf of Belmore Street, Ryde, NSW.  At Holdsworthy camp on August 30, under the spelling of Graff he signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’.
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A farewell was given in acknowledgement to the departing Ryde volunteers and printed in:

He was assigned to the Aust Medical Corps with the regimental number 3236 until February 16, 1916 when he was re-allotted to the Mining Corps just two days before they embarked abroad.  His regimental number became 1435 in the rank of Sapper and was assigned to the 1st Reinforcements of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Sapper Graff went sick on September 11, 1916 to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station suffering Influenza.  He was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydel on September 23 from Boulogne and admitted to the 3rd General Hospital, Wandsworth with Trench Fever.

His civil qualifications of electrical fitter were of great benefit to the work of the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining and Boring Company therefore was transferred to the company on September 30, 1916.

Base Records advised his father by telegram that his son had been taken ill to hospital:


Discharged to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital remained until sent to Wareham camp on November 9, 1916.  Readmitted on November 29 to the 3rd London General Hospital, Wandsworth for treatment of Trench Fever was a patient until December 19, 1916 then attached to No. 4 Command Depot at Wareham to serve with the Aust Motor Transport Section at Chelsea camp.

On February 14, 1917 he was detached to Tidworth Section for duty and taken on strength there three days later, followed by a detachment to Bhurtpore Barracks with the A.M.T.S. on February 26.

He was admitted to Delhi Military Hospital on July 31, 1917 with Bronchitis and transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on August 21.  Discharge from hospital was to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on September 9 to prepare for his return to Australia.

Sapper Graff embarked for home on the A30 H.T. Borda on September 26, 1917 for a change to Australia due to chronic bronchitis.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on November 3, 1917 that he was coming home.  The ship arrived in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on November 21 and to Sydney four days later.  Details of procedures for their arrival were published in the: 

Documentation of his return and discharge were forwarded from Sydney (2nd M.D.) on December 20, 1917 to Base Records in Melbourne (3rd M.D.)

His application for a War Pension (No. 493) was rejected on December 22, 1917 as his incapacity was considered to be ‘no greater than before enlistment.’  Military Discharge was issued from Sydney (2nd M.D.) on December 29, 1917 as medically unfit due to chronic bronchitis.

A copy of his Will was forwarded from Base Records to the 2nd Military District for filing on August 3, 1918.

The British War Medal (34130) and the Victory Medal (33696) were issued to Sapper 1435 Norman Henry Freeman Joseph Graff, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / Aust Army Service Corps Motor Transport for service for his country.

He married Marjorie Lillian Smith and their residence in 1930 was Wingewarra Street, Dubbo, NSW and he was an Inspector (railway).  They attended a family wedding in Cairns which was described in the:  


In 1936 they were at 98 Janet Street, Merewether, Newcastle, NSW and working as a railway employee.  By 1943 they had returned to Dubbo where he was assistant engineer and in 1949 they were at 98 Janet Street, Merewether with his occupation as engineer.

A Statement of Service was issued from Base Records to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Department on June 12, 1957.

Norman Henry Freeman Joseph Graf passed away on October 4, 1957 aged 59 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:


A Commonwealth War Grave plaque was placed in Portion 14, Section 9, Allotment 15, T/125 of Beresfield Crematorium.   

Brian Graf:

My father did not speak of the war much and for the last years of his life I was away from home.  One item in the paper is now out of date.   His ashes were re-interned in a Memory Wall in the grounds of St Augustines Anglican Church Merewether a suburb of Newcastle NSW.  My mothers ashes were interned there and those of my brothers so I arranged for my fathers ashes to be transferred there  also.     This was done in late 2000.
You will notice I spell his surname as Graf - he changed his name to Graff to avoid being considered German as Graf is a German name meaning Count.  This was done to avoid problems for his enlistment and to avoid any possibility of internment.

I notice he was eventually discharged for chronic bronchitis. I am not sure if this is true but I always understood he had been gassed with chlorine in France and his chronic chest problems were due to this.  Maybe gas attacks were not reported in those days I do not know.  I am not sure of his duties in the tunnelling unit but he did say he ran the field telephones along the trenches at one time.
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with the assistance of Brian Graf, son of Norman and Marjorie Graff.  Photos courtesy Brian Graf.

The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday October 16, 1915:





FAREWELLING SOLDIERS


There was a large gathering at the Ryde School of Arts on Wednesday, presided over by Mayor Kelly, to wish bon voyage and Godspeed to Lieut A.G. Isaacs, formerly area officer of the 19a area (Ryde and Gladesville), and to three compulsory trainees, Norman  Graf, D. Norman and R.W. Heard, all of whom are proceeding to the front.  The Ryde Cadet Band under Bandmaster Develin played selections. Mr Roy Trivett and Mr R. Watson gave several songs.  Lieut Isaacs was presented with a tip-top sheepskin vest and a sleeping bag by his military comrades and friends, also a wristlet watch from the members of the cadet band.  Each of the trainees was presented with a fountain pen.  Refreshments were provided, and of course there was speechifying—yards of it.


It is rather a reflection on some able-bodied men that 15-year-old trainees are volunteering for the front. 








DB									H GRAFF


									  BELMORE STREET


									      RYDE    N.S.W.


	REGRET REPORTED SON PRIVATE NORMAN H. F. J. GRAFF ADMITTED 3RD LONDON


	HOSPITAL 24th SEPTEMBER TRENCH FEVER WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF ANYTHING


	FURTHER RECEIVED


								BASE RECORDS


								      16/10/16








Sydney Morning Herald Saturday November 24, 1917:





RETURNED SOLDIERS


ARRIVING TO-MORROW


A large number of invalid New South Wales and Queensland soldiers will arrive in Sydney to-morrow morning.  Relations and friends who have received tickets marked “K” from the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers, should be at the Anzac Buffet, in the Domain, at 9 a.m. to meet the New South Wales men.  In connection with the cot cases, the names will be posted at the Buffet as soon as the men disembark so that relations and others may go without delay to the military hospital at Randwick.  	


			           Article abridged  








Cairns Post Tuesday June 25, 1935:


WEDDING


BURNS-SMITH


At St John’s Church of England, Cairns, on June 1, the marriage of Robert J. Burns (son of Mr M.S. Burns Port Douglas) to Alice M. Smith (second daughter of Mr H. J. Smith, Raymond Terrace, N.S.W.) was solemnised by the Rev W.P. Hohenhouse, B.A.  The bride, who was given away by her brother-in-law (Mr N.H. Graf, of Tamworth, N.S.W.) wore a trained, classically cut gown of cream Chantilly lace over an underslip of magnolia satin, and featuring a high necked cowl and dolman sleeves.  The veil of embroidered net and cut tulle was attached to a halo of lace, and her bouquet was of toning gold dahlias, zinnias, nasturtiums and croton leaves.  Miss Eileen Burns (sister of the bridegroom) was bridesmaid and wore a charming frock of green lace with an unusual square neckline, trimmed pink picture hat.  Her bouquet was of matching dahlias and roses.  Mr M. Burns (brother of the bridegroom) was best man.  During the signing of the register the bride’s sister Mrs Graf, sang “I Love You Truly.”       


											Article abridged








Newcastle Morning Herald & Miners Advocate Saturday October 5, 1957:


FUNERALS


GRAF—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs MARJORIE L. GRAF, DAVID and BRIAN of 94 Janet-Street, Merewether, are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved husband and father NORMAN HENRY FREEMAN JOSEPH GRAF, to move from the Funeral Chapel Belford-street, Broadmeadow, This morning after a church service commencing at 9.30 o’clock for the Crematorium Beresfield.  Omnibus in attendance.


JAMES MURRAY


Funeral Director


GRAF—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs ARTHUR MAXWELL and FAMILY, Mrs VERA PEARCE and FAMILY, Mr and Mrs Robert J. Burns and FAMILY, Mr and Mrs ROY WOOD and FAMILY, Mr and Mrs RUSSELL GASH and FAMILY, (New Zealand), Mr and Mrs HERBERT R. SMITH and FAMILY, Mr KEITH SMITH, and Miss MARY SMITH are invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved brother, brother-in-law, uncle and nephew, NORMAN HENRY FREEMAN JOSEPH GRAF of 94 Janet-street, Broadmeadow, This Morning after a church service commencing at 9.30 o’clock for the Crematorium Beresfield.  Omnibus in attendance.


JAMES MURRAY


Funeral Director


LODGE PEGASUS NO. 870 U.G.L. OF N.S.W.


GRAF—Brethren of the above Lodge are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their late Brother, NORMAN HENRY FREEMAN JOSEPH GRAF.  Regalia at graveside.  For further particulars see Family Notice.  By Order of the W.M.


NEWCASTLE MASONIC CLUB


GRAF—Members of the above Club are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Member NORMAN HENRY GRAF to move from James Murray’s Chapel, Broadmeadow, This Morning after service commencing at 9.30 a.m. for Beresfield Crematorium.					GLEN MORGAN


									Manager-Secretary


MEREWETHER SUB-BRANCH R.S.S. & A.I.L.A


GRAF—Officers and members of the above Sub-branch are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their late Fellow Member, NORM GRAF.  See Family Notice for particulars—


								R.E. PATRICK, Pres,


								G.B. RICH, Hon. Sec.





MEREWETHER SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB


GRAF—Members of the above Club are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of the father of their Member David Graf.  For further particulars see Family Notice.


								D. READ, Pres,				


K. SWAN, Secret.


NEWCASTLE SOUTH BOWLING CLUB


GRAF—Members of the above Club are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their late Member, NORMAN GRAF.  For particulars see Family Notice—


R. MORRIS, President  


J. KELLETT, Hon Secretary.








A young Norman Graff 


appears to be wearing 2nd Corporal stripes





Norman and Marjorie Graff - c. 1950s








