SAPPER JOSEPH GOVER
5005 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Born at St Nicholas, Aberdeen, Scotland on 16 August 1891, Joseph was the son of Frederick Augustus and Jessie (nee Bremner) Gover.  Frederick was a labourer in an iron foundry in Aberdeen.  

In the 1901 census, 10 year old Joseph was living at 6 Menzies Rd, Aberdeen with his parents and 7 siblings.  In the 1911 census, 20 year old Joseph was still living with his parents and 6 siblings at 18 Grampian Rd, Aberdeen. He is a labourer at the iron foundry with his father. 

He may have arrived at Brisbane, Australia on 21 June 1911 on board Kaipara. Brisbane.  

The Electoral Roll of 1913 records Joseph Gover, labourer, living at 285 Castlereagh Street, Belmore, Sydney, NSW.  
The 1916 and 1917 Electoral Rolls record Joseph Gover, Miner, living at 16 Moran Street, Boulder, Western Australia.  His brother, Frederick Alexander Gover is recorded as a case maker living at 53 Dwyer Street, Boulder.
A medical examination at Boulder on 18 January 1916, recorded that Joseph Gover was 23 years and 5 months of age; that he was 5ft 3½ins tall and weighed 142lbs.  He had a dark complexion, brown eyes and black hair.  He was of the Presbyterian faith.
At 45 Depot, Western Australia on 19 January 1916, Joseph signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, stating he was born in Aberdeen, Scotland, was 23 years and 5 months of age and a fitters assistant by trade.  
He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother, Mrs. Jessie Gover of 82 Victoria Road, Torry, Aberdeen, Scotland.

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Blackboy Hill, WA on 24 January.  Training began the same day as a Private soldier and continued until 10 March when he was transferred to No.6 Tunnelling Company with the rank of Sapper.  

At Belmont, Western Australia on 1 May 1916 he was officially appointed to No.6 Tunnelling Company by Captain Lawson, the OiC of the Company.
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5005 Sapper Joseph Gover embarked at Fremantle for the Western Front on board Warilda.

Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks (O.R.s) together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
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The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 bound for Melbourne, Victoria, where the Headquarters and 3 Sections of No.5 Company boarded the transport.

Two of those Sections, 8 Officers and 173 O.R.s, had been recruited in Victoria.  The third Section of 3 Officers and 76 O.R.s had been recruited in Tasmania.  Also boarding in Melbourne were the 1st Reinforcements for No.5 Company; 17 men from Victoria and 8 from Tasmania.

The ship departed Melbourne on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. where one Section of 3 officers and 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs, boarded Warilda to complete No.5 Company. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No.6 Company had been recruited in W.A. and the 14 Officers and 325 O.R.s, along with their 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, were taken on board and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  

Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

On 9 August 1916 Joseph was charged with drunkeness & impudence and was awarded 7 days Confined to Barracks of which 2 shall be Punishment Drill and was fined two shillings and sixpence.  On 17 August at Perham Downs he was charged with ‘whilst on active service’ Drunkenness and was awarded 14 days Field Punishment No.1.
He proceeded overseas to France on 28 August and on 30 August 1916 he marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot (2ADBD) at Etaples and on 1 September he began serving his punishment from his 17 August indiscretion in England.
He marched out of the ADBD on 25 September to the 3rd Tunnelling Company (3ATC) where he was taken on strength on 30 September 1916.
A Court Martial held on 8 November 1916 found him ‘not guilty’ of the charge, although further details are not known.

He reported sick on 14 August 1917 and was admitted to the 2nd Canadian Field Ambulance diagnosed with DAH (Disordered Action of Heart). He was transferred the same day to the 3rd Canadian Field Ambulance.  Transferred again to the 10th Canadian Field Ambulance who transferred him to the 6th Casualty Clearing Station who in turn transferred him by Ambulance Train 21 to the 26th General Hospital at Etaples on 15 August.  On 17 August he was transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot at Etaples.  On 21 August he was transferred to the 5th Convalescent Depot at Cayeux.  

Joseph was discharged to Base Details on 13 October and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD) at Rouelles the next day.  He marched out of the AGBD on 24 October and re-joined his Unit in the Field on 26 October 1917.
On 1 June 1917 he was due 2 Blue Chevrons.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

On 7 February 1918 he proceeded on leave, re-joining his unit on 3 March.  On 5 March he was charged with being absent without leave from midnight on 21 February (when he should have returned from leave) until he returned to his unit at 3 pm on 28 February.  He was awarded forfeiture of 35 days pay.  

He again proceeded on leave on 30 October 1918, re-joining his unit on 19 November 1918.
On 5 February 1919 he marched out of 3ATC for demobilisation and return to Australia.  
On 12 February he was admitted to the 39th General Hospital at Havre, NYD (not yet diagnosed).  He was transferred to England per Grantully Castle on 17 February and admitted to the 1st Australian Dermatological Hospital, Bulford on 18 February 1919. 

On 29 March he was discharged from hospital and marched in to No.1 Command Depot, Parkhouse.  He marched out to No.3 Group, Codford, on 8 April and was transferred to the 2nd Training Brigade the same day.

Joseph left London 1 June 1919 on board Somali for return to Australia, disembarking at Fremantle on 8 July 1919.  Discharged from the A.I.F. in Perth on 22 August 1919, he was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
Joseph Gover had been a member of 3ATC from August 1916 until his return to Australia in August 1919.  
Service with 3ATC:

On Arrival on the Western Front 3ATC was allocated to the First Army and was engaged variously at Laventie-Fauquissart, Givenchy, Loos, Lens, Double Crassiers and Vermelles and other places on the Western Front.  The Company first saw action at Boars Head in the lead up to the Fromelles diversion ‘stunt’ of 19 July 1916.  
On 27 November 1916 at the ‘Black Watch Sap’, Hill 70, an enemy camouflet (or a premature explosion, depending on different accounts) killed 20 members of the company.  The next day 2 more members were killed in the same area by an enemy camouflet.  The 22 members of 3ATC were buried in 14 adjacent graves at the Hersin Communal Cemetery Extension.

The Companies major effort was at Hill 70 where they constructed the extensive Hythe Tunnel system and several extensive dug-out systems in the surrounding area.  The company was also heavily involved in road and bridge construction and the locating and clearing of enemy mines and booby traps.  This continued for the company for some months after the Armistice.  

The 1922 Electoral Roll records Joseph Gover, machinist, living at 12E Johnston Street, Boulder.  In the 1930 Roll he is a labourer living at 529 Kent Street, West Sydney, labourer with Frederick Gover, labourer also living at 529 Kent Street.
In a Statutory Declaration of 17 September 1931 he records ‘Lost my coat off a motor truck containing papers, Discharge Certificate and Discharge Badge, while crossing from West Australia to Alice Springs, Central Australia’.  On 22 September a letter from Base Records to Mr. J. Gover, Salvation Army, Foster Street, Sydney re lost discharge certificate and badge, advising that if he desired another badge remittance of one shilling in the form of postage stamps would be required.
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The 1934 and 1937 Electoral Rolls record Joseph Gover is living at 8 Bennett Street, Newtown, Sydney, and employed as a labourer.  He is also recorded in 1934 as living at 164a Bourke Street, East Sydney.
In the 1935 Roll Joseph is a labourer at 64 Foster Street, East Sydney, the Salvation Army lodging house/workers accommodation for men. 
In June 1937 Joseph’s service and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.
He signed the ‘Mobilisation Attestation Form’ on 4 November 1941 at Sydney for Enlistment in 2 Garrison Battalion.  He stated he was a labourer, currently unemployed, and recorded his A.I.F. service with 3ATC.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his brother William Gover of 119 Kings Street, Newtown and gave his permanent address as 138 Devonshire Street, Sydney.
Deemed ‘Fit for Class II’ by the Examining Medical Officer at Paddington the same day, he was given the Army number N282243 and signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’.
On 31 December 1941 he was charged with ‘Conduct to the prejudice of good order and Military discipline in that he when warned for guard duty became unfit for duty owing to previous indulgence in alcoholic stimulants.’  He was fined 15 shillings.

On 5 March 1942 he was charged with ‘Conduct to the prejudice of good order and Military discipline’ and awarded 168 hours Detention.
On 8 May 1942 he was discharged as Medically Unfit Discharge proceedings recording that he had served 193 days of which 32 days were Active Service.  Distinctive marks recorded at the time included ‘scars right upper arm and shoulder and 3rd finger left hand missing’.  He received his WW2 Discharge Certificate in May 1942.
Bottom of Form

The 1943 Electoral Roll records Joseph Gover, labourer, and Frederick Gover, casemaker, residing at the State Hospital, Lidcombe.
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Stating his address as 119 Kings Street, Newtown, Joseph submitted a Statutory Declaration dated 24 November 1943 that he had lost his Active Service Badge ‘While working about Alice Springs about 1922, along with my Discharge Certificate but you issued me with a duplicate of certificate then’.  A new badge was forwarded to him on 27 November.


The 1949 Electoral Roll records Joseph Gover, storeman; William Gover, boilermaker, and Lillian Gover, home duties, living at 119 King Street, Golden Grove.
On 13 September 1949 Joseph advised Base Records vide a Statutory Declaration that he had lost his wallet on 6 June 1949.  The wallet contained a duplicate of his WW1 Discharge Certificate.  He gave his address as 119 Kings Street, Newtown.
A letter was sent to J. Gover at 119 Kings Street, Newtown by Base Records on 15 September 1949 containing his duplicate discharge certificate – ‘unclaimed’ it was returned to Base Records on 29 September 1949.
Frederick Alexander Gover died on 27 Nov 1949 (aged 64) at Sydney, New South Wales, Australia.  He was buried at Rookwood General Cemetery, Cumberland, New South Wales at Plot Zone F Independent General Section D Grave 2298.  There is no headstone

A Statutory Declaration by Joseph Gover dated 8 June 1950 reported that he had lost his wallet in October 1949 and it had not yet been returned.  The wallet contained his duplicate Discharge Certificate for his WW1 service.  He gave his address as 2 Francis Street, Sydney.  A duplicate certificate was sent by Base Records to Joseph Gover at 2 Francis Street in June 1950.
A Statutory Declaration by Joseph Gover dated 30 June 1950 reported that he had lost his wallet in October 1949 and it had not yet been returned.  
The wallet contained his Discharge Certificate for his WW2 service.  He gave his address as 2 Francis Street, Sydney.

A ‘Statement of Service’ for his WW2 service was issued by Central Army Records Office on 2 August 1950 to replace his lost Discharge Certificate.
William Gover died on 25 July 1951 at Sydney. 

In January 1955 Joseph paid two shillings and six pence to the NSW department of Labour and Industry and Social Welfare for issue of a Lift Attendants Certificate.

A letter was posted to 119 Kings Street in July 1955 by Robert Paxton Real Estate.  Re-directed to 23 Francis Street, the letter contained the Group Certificate for J. Gover for financial year 1954/55.
In 1958 Joseph is a cleaner living at 23 Francis Street, West Sydney.
Lillian Ellen Gover, nee Smith, relic of William Gover, died on 27 January 1960 at Newtown, Sydney.

In January 1962 Joseph’s service and medical records for his WW2 service were provided to the Repatriation Department, Sydney.

1963 Joseph, with no occupation, is living at 5 Dawes Street, La Perouse, with his brother William’s son, Donald William Gover, boilermaker, and his wife, Judith Ann Gover, a trained nurse.
On 26 June 1963 his war medals were returned by the NSW RSS&AILA along with his wallet containing papers.


The reverse of the photo shows it was taken by ‘Smiling Snaps of Piccadilly Arcade, Pitt Street, Sydney.
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The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY


PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less that that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.





After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company   Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 							         Abridged








Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Monday 4 April 1932;


INVALID ASSAULTED.


Knocked Through Window.


Shortly after 7 o'clock on Saturday night Frederick Alexander Gover, 46, an Invalid pension, was struck a blow on the jaw, which knocked him through the plateglass window of Toledo Berkel Pty. Ltd., at 10 Wentworth-avenue, city.


Gover, who lives at the Salvation Army Home, Foster-street, was badly cut about the scalp, left ear, and left hand by the jagged glass, and his jaw was fractured.  He was taken to Sydney Hospital by the Central District Ambulance.


A man, who is alleged to have struck Gover, was arrested by detectives from the Darlinghurst station, and charged with having assaulted Gover, and with having caused malicious damage.





Baltimore Restaurants


200 Pitt Street, Sydney


To the Manpower Officer, Sydney


	Dear Sir


This is to certify that the bearer J. Gover was employed by the above Company for the past twelve months (12).


		He leaves of his own accord, we always found him to be willing and obliging.


						P. Jones


14 Apr 1943					Gen Manager





The Sun, Sydney – Wednesday 4 December 1946:


Four Days


In 'Daze'


Covered in blood from head and face wounds, Joseph Gover, 56, King-street, Newtown, staggered into Sydney Hospital casualty ward early today, and said he had lain dazed for nearly four days after having been assaulted by two men.


He claimed that the men had hit him with a piece of wood, iron bolts and their fists, on Saturday night, and he had been unable to struggle out of a hut, in which he was attacked, near the Harbor Bridge approaches.


Gover said that the thugs rifled his pockets, stealing £4, and a silver watch and chain.


Gover said: “About 7 pm on Saturday I met a man, about 30, near the Harbor Bridge.  He directed me to a hut, while he went away to get me a bottle of beer.”


“I was asleep when he returned accompanied by another man.  Suddenly they started on me.”


Detective-Sgt. Hole and Detective Kennedy, of Phillip-street police, are in charge of the search for the two assailants.





Sydney Morning Herald, Thursay 26 July 1951:


DEATHS


GOVER William - July 25 1951 (Suddenly) of 119 King Street, Newtown, dearly loved husband of Lillian Gover and loved father of Donald and Nancy, aged 64 years.  At rest





Sydney Morning Herald, Friday 27 July 1951:


FUNERALS


GOVER - The Relatives and Friends of the late WILLIAM GOVER are � HYPERLINK "https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/18227396?searchTerm=william%20gover" \o "Fix or review this text" �� advised that his Funeral will leave Our Funeral Home 24 Enmore Rd Newtown This Morning at 11.15 o’clock for the Crematorium, Rookwood.


LABOR MOTOR FUNERALS LTD


24 Enmore Road Newtown	-	Phone LA2777 (4 lines)





Photo sourced from www.findagrave.com


Photo added by Possum





Joseph Gover died on 22 July 1966 at Mt. Keira Rest Home, Wollongong, New South Wales, aged 74 years.





He was cremated at Wollongong City Memorial Gardens and Crematorium, Unanderra, Wollongong City. He is commemorated at Plot War Wall M





Included in the papers returned to Base Records by the RSL in 1963 was this photograph (below) which appears to show Joseph, in civilian clothes, between two uniformed soldiers. 








