CORPORAL JAMES STEPHEN GOMM

3301 – 1st Tunnelling Company
James Stephen Gomm was born in Brentford, Middlesex, England on 6 January 1882, the son of James William and Sarah (nee Bird) Gomm.  
In 1891 the family were residing at 2 Walnut Tree Road, Brentford, Middlesex and consisted of James W. (31) a stone mason, Sarah (30), James S. (9), Louisa J. (2) and Robert J. (10mths).  
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When enlisting for the WW1 in 1916, James stated he had served 1 year and 3 months with the C.A.W.C. in South Africa when he was just 18 years of age.  His Discharge Certificate, dated 29 April 1901, records that he joined the Cape Medical Staff Corps on 8 May 1900 and that he was an efficient soldier of very good character.

Returning to England, he married in May 1902 Rose Ethel Barnes daughter of Robert and Rebecca (nee Rogers) Barnes.  They came to live in Australia.  In 1913 their residence was Minnie Street, Cairns, North Queensland and he worked as a labourer. 
 James was Secretary of the Aust Workers Union (Cairns) in 1914 and made a call to the Cairns Harbour Board to increase wages to 1/5 per hour.  The following year he was Vice-President of the Workers’ Accident Association in Cairns.

At the Recruiting Depot in Cairns on February 8, 1916 the thirty-four year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  With the medical examination passed Attestation forms were completed giving his description on enlistment as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighed 67.2kgs (148lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (39ins).  Complexion was ruddy with his blue eyes testing to good vision and dark brown hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.   
Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Rose Ethel Gomm of 16 Minnie Street, Cairns, Qld and gave three shillings of his pay to support her and their children.  He signed and took ‘The Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.

Arriving at Enoggera, Brisbane Private Gomm did basic training with the 11th Depot Battalion from February 22 until March 20, 1916.  The following day he was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company at the Miners’ Depot to March 31 when he was promoted to the rank of Acting Corporal from April 1 until May 15, 1916.  
The recruits formed part of the No. 4 Company which embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 15 he joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   On May 16 he rose to be Corporal and his regimental number was 3301 with the No. 4 Company.  

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 
1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 where Corporal Gomm was absent without leave.    

The ship continued to Cape Town on June 21, 1916 and St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  A District Court Martial was held on board on July 6 where he was found guilty of AWL and sentence was ‘reduced to ranks.’  

Discipline was noted as fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  

The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Down’s camp. 

The Reinforcement proceeded on August 29, 1916 to France and arrived at the 2nd Aust General Base Depot the next day.  

[image: image2.jpg]



A corrigendum was issued owing to the shipboard Court Martial being improperly constituted, the officers constituting same not being eligible to act as they had not the required service – vide Rule of Procedure 19 (c) (11).  
The sentence was expunged from all records of the soldier as advised in a letter dated September 11, 1916.

Corporal Gomm was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on September 30, 1916 in the field.

On November 10, 1916 he was sent to the 6th London Field Ambulance with Incontinence of Urine and transferred two days later to the 3rd Casualty Clearing Station.  Relocated the next day to Boulogne to rest at the 1st Convalescent Depot but was found unfit for duty and discharged to Base Details.  
On November 17 he entered the 26th General Hospital and two days later marched in to the A.G.B.D.  He rejoined his unit on December 29, 1916. 

A return to Permanent Base Duty at Etaples was set on February 13, 1917 but soon after crossed the English Channel from France returning to Perham Downs on February 17 then left for the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on April 6 to await his voyage home.  

Corporal Gomm was invalided to Australia on board the H.T. Themistocles from Devonport on May 4, 1917 for discharge.  The ship docked on July 4, 1917 in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) and two days later returned to Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) 

 The Queenslander on Saturday July 14, 1917 reported on the soldiers’ return:
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Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on August 18, 1917 as medically unfit and he returned to his home in Cairns, Qld.

In 1919 they were still residing at Minnie Street, Cairns and he was a labourer.

A letter he wrote was printed in the Cairns Post on Monday April 22, 1818:
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Articles also appeared of him mentioned in the newspaper after the close of the war: 

The following notice was published in the Cairns Post on Wednesday June 3, 1920:
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For his service for his country Corporal 3301 James Stephen Gomm, 1st Tunnelling Company received the British War Medal (17068) and the Victory Medal (16663) to wear with his King’s and Queen’s Medals from his Boer War service. 

In 1925 their address was Boompa, Tiaro, Qld where he worked as a carpenter and his wife was a gatekeeper.  
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A Statement of his Service was issued to the Department of Repatriation in Brisbane on October 21, 1932 and again on November 18, 1935.  The following notation from the Unit’s War Diary accompanied the Statement.

He was a railway fettler at Hivesville, near Wondai, Qld recorded in 1936/37 and the following article was in The Courier-Mail on Monday February 17, 1936:
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Relocated to the Brisbane suburb of Bardon they lived at ‘Lothian’, 153 Ashgrove Avenue working as a carpenter in 1943.  

Mrs R. Gomm wrote to Base Records on July 28, 1944 from “Myora” Lorward Avenue, Bardon requesting a replacement for her Wife’s Badge (114230) which she said had become detached from her dress in the streets of Brisbane and lost.  She advertised for the return but to no avail.  Base Records replied on August 4, 1944 that upon receipt of 65c (6/4d) a new Next-of-Kin Badge issued to her in respect of her husband’s service would be forwarded to her.  She duly returned a postal note and stamps to defray cost on the badge on August 10, 1944 and receipted delivery was dated August 21, 1944.

In 1954 57 Lorward Avenue, Bardon was still their place of residence with his occupation listed as a carpenter. 

Rose Ethel Barnes Gomm died on 2 November 1956 aged 74 and was buried at Lutwyche Cemetery, Brisbane at Mon-14-9-15

Her father Robert Barnes died in February 1911 and is buried at South Ealing Cemetery, London at Ground F Division Grave 15E.  Rebecca Rogers Barnes died in February 1925 and is buried with her husband

James Stephen Gomm passed away on April 15, 1958 aged 76 years.

His War Grave is located in monumental portion 14 of Lutwyche Cemetery, Brisbane within section 9 in grave no. 15.  
[image: image9.jpg]



.Two brothers also served in WW1.
SERGEANT FREDERICK JOHN CHARLES GOMM
40870 - 2nd Battalion Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)
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Born on 17 February 183 at Brentford, Middlesex.  He served with The King’s Own Scottish Borderers as a Lance Corporal, service number 10888, and with the Scottish Rifles as a Sergeant, service number 40870.
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Frederick John Charles Gomm died of wounds received in action at the 20th General Hospital, Camiers, France on 28 March 1917.  His brother James, serving with 1ATC at the time, was informed by official letter dated 2 April 1917

His medals records shows he first served in Egypt from April 1915 (possibly on his way to Gallipoli with the King’s Own).  His war memorabilia included the 1914-1915 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, the Next of Kin Memorial Plaque with card envelope and bestowal document, the Memorial Scroll, with card tube and bestowal document with King's message.
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PRIVATE ALBERT GOMM
G5854 – 10th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers (London Regiment)
Born Albert Edward Gomm on 21 November 1895 at Westbourne Park, Brentford, Middlesex.  In 1911 he was Van Guard Carrier living with his cousins, Alice and Alfred Hawkins at 30 Ealing Road, Brentford.
He was living at Southall when he enlisted at Hounslow into the 10th (Service) Battalion.
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Formed in City of London in August 1914 as part of K2, although it was a locally raised battalion, not under the control of the War Office – and had the unofficial title of the Stockbrokers.
September 1914 : came under command of 54th Brigade, 18th (Eastern) Division.
October 1914 : left Brigade and became Army Troops in same Division.
March 1915 : transferred to 111th Brigade, 37th Division.
Landed at Boulogne 30 July 1915.
In 1917 they fought in The First Battle of the Scarpe, including the capture of Monchy-le-Preux, The Second Battle of the Scarpe and the Battle of Arleux.  They were in action during the Third Battle of Ypres.  In 1918 they were in action on the Somme, in the Battles of the Hindenburg Line and the Final Advance in Picardy.
Albert Gomm was killed in action on 25 August 1918.
He has no known grave and is commemorated on Stone 11 of the Vis-En-Artois Memorial.
Vis-en-Artois and Haucourt are villages on the straight main road from Arras to Cambrai about 10 kilometres south-east of Arras. The Memorial is the back drop to the Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery, which is west of Haucourt on the north side of the main road.

This Memorial bears the names of over 9,000 men who fell in the period from 8 August 1918 to the date of the Armistice in the Advance to Victory in Picardy and Artois, between the Somme and Loos, and who have no known grave. They belonged to the forces of Great Britain and Ireland and South Africa; the Canadian, Australian and New Zealand forces being commemorated on other memorials to the missing. The Memorial consists of a screen wall in three parts. The middle part of the screen wall is concave and carries stone panels on which names are carved. It is 26 feet high flanked by pylons 70 feet high. The Stone of Remembrance stands exactly between the pylons and behind it, in the middle of the screen, is a group in relief representing St George and the Dragon. The flanking parts of the screen wall are also curved and carry stone panels carved with names. Each of them forms the back of a roofed colonnade; and at the far end of each is a small building. The memorial was designed by J.R. Truelove, with sculpture by Ernest Gillick. It was unveiled by the Rt. Hon. Thomas Shaw on 4 August 1930.

His war memorabilia included the British War Medal and the Victory Medal, the Next of Kin Memorial Plaque with card envelope and bestowal document, the Memorial Scroll, with card tube and bestowal document with King's message.

In 1920 his sister Ena and brother Robert received £6/6/8d each as War Gratuity.
© Donna Baldey 2012 / 2022
www.tunnellers.net
with the assistance of Michele Endicott, granddaughter of James Stephen Gomm.
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RETURNED SOLDIERS


TWO BIG DRAFTS


A WORD FOR THE ‘COLD-FOOTERS”


No fewer that 243 returned soldiers – a fourth of them wounded, the rest sick came back to Brisbane on July 6 and received a warm welcome from the citizens.  Well they deserved it.  At the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital tables were set out, beautifully decorated with flowers and laden with dainty fare, the handiwork of the ladies of the Red Cross Society.  The soldiers arrived in two batches, the first trainload reaching the Central Station soon after five o’clock and the second about two hours later.   In each instance the men were motored over to Kangaroo Point, where the Minister for Mines, on behalf of the Government and State in the first instance and the Minister for Education in the second, and the Mayor, on behalf of the citizens, extended to them the heartiest of greetings.


The first contingent numbering 128 was particularly a fine body of men—tall, well developed and strong, though it was pitiful to see many of them had been wounded.


Among the following in the first contingent were:


J.S. Gomm.                                                                                                                                Article Abridged  





A PROTEST


Corporal J.S. Gomm writes: I note with disgust in your issue of the “Post” for Saturday April 20th, the decision of a representative meeting of the wholesale merchants, retail drapers and grocers for not observing Anzac Day.  I would like to ask any of the majority voters of this decision if they think their action will aid recruiting and is this a sample of the treatment we are to expect from them at the moment, and if so, what will we get after the war?  The returned soldier says to ---- with them, but it is not for ourselves to have better treatment, perhaps.  We try to look to it that the dear wives and relatives of those who have fallen in battle will be shown better respect by the returned men than by the Cairns W.M. & R.D. & G.s.  What a terrible thing, eh, to lose one day’s trading!  If it not for the Anzac’s they would be breaking stones for and by Fritz’s direction.  I hope “no cannot leave my business to fight” members voted no for “Anzac Memorial.”





Cairns Post November 29, 1918


RETURNED SAILORS’ AND SOLDIERS’ IMPERIAL LEAGUE COMMITTEE


The following speakers at the Monument on Saturday evening will address the public: Capt Kenny, Sergt Mackay (Vice President), Messrs M. Hoare, Gomm, Moody, Grogan.  General matters in connection with the following peace celebrations were dealt with.  Messrs Martin, Mackay, Gomm and Moody were appointed assistant marshals to assist Inspector King in the great procession.





Cairns Post Wednesday January 8, 1919


WELCOME HOME CLUB


The Welcome Home Club held its usual meeting in the Oddfellows Hall and there was very good attendance.  After the usual business was gone through, Mrs McLaren very feelingly expressed to all and every member who so generously assisted at the Soldier’s Dinner on Boxing Day.  The concert, which was very much appreciated, showed that amongst the returned men “some” talent existed.  Solos were rendered by Mrs McMahon, Carron, -- McMahon, Miss M. Nicholls, Messrs Atkinson, Stillman, Patterson, [blurred], Denovan, Corpl Gomm, W. Williams, W. Harrison, Rev Garrett, P. Simmonds, and members of the Presbyterian Girls Club (dialogue).  Mrs Gomm acted as accompanist and Rev McLaren as Chairman.  To these and all who helped or donated in any way towards the dinner, grateful thanks were given.  A motion of regret was expressed that the Rev Dawson’s speech was not mentioned in the report.  Mrs Chisholm moved a vote of thanks to Mrs McLaren standing at the head and so leading members safely through to the success the dinner proved.  The meeting closed with the National Anthem.





SALE OF FURNITURE


Messrs Woodward and Calder will auction household furniture of Mr J. Gomm, Minnie-street (near railway crossing) at 2.30 p.m. today.





9.11.16-10.11.16  Enemy fairly quiet in mining system and on surface. 1 man wounded on the 11th instant.


30.9.16-31.10.16  Parties at Ploegsteert – Hill 63.  Headquarters at Bailleul


1.11.16-10.11.16  Headquarters at Bailleul.  Parties at Hill 60 and Lille Gate.  Operations Tunnelling &


Mining.





SOCIAL ITEMS


Mr and Mrs Gomm, of Hivesville, are visiting Brisbane and are staying at the Canberra.





The plaque notation reads: 





Beloved husband of the late Rose Ethel, who died 2nd November 1956, aged 74 · reunited. 
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King’s Own Scottish Borderers:


At the outbreak of war in August 1914, the two Regular Battalions and the two Territorial Battalions (4th and 5th) were mobilized. In addition, ‘New Army’ Battalions (6th, 7th and 8th) were raised, together with a 9th Battalion, which provided reinforcements for the other Battalions, and a 10th (Garrison) Battalion.


The 1st Battalion fought on the Gallipoli Peninsula and their story is typical of that ill-fated campaign. Having been severely mauled in the initial assault, they took part in the Suvla bay assault on 21 August. On 8 January 1916 the battalion was eventually withdrawn from the Dardanelles. The casualty calculations come out at the horrendous total of 100 percent. For every two months of the eight the battalion had passed at Gallipoli.


In April 1916 the battalion was moved to Beaumont-Hamel on the Somme. Here they fought in supportof the Inniskillings on 1st July. In December they fought on the Ancre and April 1917 in the battle of Arras at Monchy. In August of that year they won two VCs in the battle of Langemarck. In November they fought at the battle of Cambrai and in the new year in the bloodbath of Passchendaele. In October the battalion marched into Ypres.


2nd KOSB served with the BEF in 1914 at the crucial early battles of Le Cateau and on the Aisne. In 1915 they fought at Hill 60 in the Ypres salient and were then transferred to the Somme sector. There in July 1916 they fought in an area between Morval and High Wood. In September they continued on the Somme and in April 1917 were moved to Vimy Ridge. Layer that year they took part in Third Ypres. A brief sojourn on the Italian front in November was followed by a return to the trenches and in the summer of 1918 the battalion fought on the Lys.





2nd Battalion, Cameronians (Scottish Rifles)


August 1914 : in Malta. Returned to England, landing at Southampton 22 September 1914.


22 September 1914 :came under orders of 23rd Brigade, 8th Division.


5 November 1914: landed at Le Havre.


Dec 1914 This Battalion took part in the Christmas Truce of 1914.


During 1915


The Battle of Neuve Chapelle, The Battle of Aubers, The action of Bois Grenier.


During 1916


The Battle of Albert.


During 1917


The German retreat to the Hindenburg Line, The Battle of Pilkem, The Battle of Langemarck.





Photo of headstone and Etaples Cemetery 


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Troops of the 10th (Service) Battalion, Royal Fusiliers halted in Arras before going into action, 9 April 1917. 


Imperial War Museum image Q5112
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