SAPPER THOMAS HECTOR BRUCE GOLLAN M.S.M.
7501 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Warwick, Queensland was the birthplace of the son of Albert Bruce and Anne (nee Clift) Gollan on 21 September, 1894 being registered as Hector Thomas Bruce Gollan.  He became a coal miner.
At the recruiting depot in Toowoomba, Queensland on 2 January, 1917 the twenty-two year old unmarried coal miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and resided at Mt Colliery, Tannymorel.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms completed on 4 January describe him further weighing 62.7kgs (138lbs) with a fair complexion and brown hair and his blue eyes passed the eye test with good vision in both eyes. Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Anne Gollan of Northgate via Brisbane and later changed to Nundah via Brisbane, Qld.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
After basic training he was allotted on June 20 for five days to the Pioneer Battalion moving to the Miners’ Reinforcements on June 26 until July 17, 1917 and during that time final home leave was taken from 2 July to 9 July, 1917 before a transfer to the Miners’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining “B” Coy Tunnelling Company from July 18 until 5 August, 1917.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his friend Miss Beatrice Ivy Bull of Mt Colliery, Tannymorel, Qld.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7501 and was a member of the April Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.

The April Reinforcements consisted of 168 members who embarked on the troopship HMAT A68 Anchises on August 8, 1917 from Sydney, NSW.  Colds and influenza were prevalent at the commencement of the voyage.   Crossing the Pacific Ocean the vessel arrived at Colon, Panama on September 2, 1917 departing six days later.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was reached on the 18th and after three days in port departed on September 21, 1917.  The final journey to England was completed after a 55 day voyage when they docked at Liverpool on October 2, 1917.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth.  The following day they arrived at Nos 1 and 3 Details Camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

On 14 November, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded from Southampton to France arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  On November 20 was assigned to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

He was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field from the Aust Corps Depot on 12 February, 1918.  The following is an extract from the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company for that day:

“12/2/18
15 Reinfts marched in ex 1st Anzac Corps Reinf Depot.”

A month later on March 12 he was wounded in action from a gas shell attack with the following extract from the Unit Diary for that day.
“12/3/18

Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut L.G. Wilkins and Lieut S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E. 
These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.”
He was taken to the 149th Field Ambulance moving to the 1st Aust General Hospital at Rouen the next day and by March 14 was conveyed to England on the hospital ship Aberdonian and admitted to the Endell Street Military Hospital in London for treatment of gas poisoning. 

Base Records regretfully advised his mother on 27 March, 1918 that her son had been reported admitted on 16/3/18 to Endell Street Military Hospital, London, suffering the effects of gas poisoning and classed as wounded.  They also gave his address for correspondence.

On 2 April, 1918 he was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield and two days later was discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  On 1 June marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill and on June 22 proceeded to France from Southampton arriving the next day at the A.G.B.D. in Rouelles.  
On June 29 left to rejoin his unit arriving on July 2, 1918.  The same day was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.

The Unit Diary records the following during August, 1918 in connection with his service:

“20/8/18   
Water supply at GUILLAUCOURT examined.  Two wells were opened up and a good supply of water obtained.”
WAR DIARY – August 1918 – Appendix A No. XXV11

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR AWARDS

THESE SAPPERS WERE RECOMMENDED FOR THE ALBERT MEDAL

The undermentioned Sappers were recommended by 

         the  O.C. Major E.N. MULLIGAN D.S.O. for Awards

for the acts described herein

No 4087 Sapper John Charles UNDERWOOD

No 7501 Sapper Thomas Hector Bruce GOLLAN


“On the 20th August, 1918 whilst reclaiming 70’ well an N.C.O. of this Unit was overcome by foul air and fell to the bottom of the well.

Sappers 4087 John Charles UNDERWOOD and 7501 Thomas Hector Bruce GOLLAN being fully aware of the extreme risk that they were taking, unhesitatingly entered the foul air, and after great difficulty brought the unconscious man to the surface.

Through gallantry and untiring efforts of these sappers, Underwood and Gollan, the life of Corporal Starr was saved.”
His service continued without further incident and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He went sick on 17 February, 1919 to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed the next day on Ambulance Train no.31 to the 7th General Hospital at Wimereux for treatment of a social disease.  On 25 February was transferred from France and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford and after a period of 106 days curative care marched in on 2 June, 1919 to No. 2 Group camp.

Consideration to the recommendation submitted the following is copy with notations pencilled in on the original.
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On 17 June, 1919 the announcement was made he had been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal.
After demobilisation Sapper Gollan embarked for Australia on 7 July, 1919 on board H.T. Chemnitz.  While on shore leave at Cape Town on August 1 he failed to return to the transport on expiration of leave at 2330 hours.  
He was classed as A.W.L. on the transport at 9a.m. the time of sailing the next day.  He reported himself to the A.I.F. Depot at 9.30 a.m. and placed on close arrest where disciplinary action was taken:


Crime:

Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline in that





he failed to be on board his ship H.T. “Chemnitz” at 0900 hrs when she





sailed for Durban all leave having expired at 2330 hrs on 1.8.19.





(2) A.W.L. from 2330 on 1.8.19 to 0930 on 2.8.19 when he reported to 





A.I.F. Depot

Award:

Forfeit 28 day’s pay by Capt. W. Hurtell O.C. A.I.F. Depot in South Africa

Later that day he was entrained at 2015 hours for Durban for conveyance to his ship H.T. “Chemnitz.”

Base Records advised his mother on 5 August, 1919 he was returning home.  His name was among those soldiers listed to return which appeared locally in the:
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Their arrival in Brisbane was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 4 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
On 8 November, 1919 he wrote from Mt Colliery, Qld to Base Records stating he had been awarded the Meritorious Service Medal and been advised from Headquarters, Brisbane to write and see if they could  send this on to his address as they had no word of it in Brisbane.  
Records replied on November 17 acknowledging his correspondence and although advice that despatch from London had been received, the decoration itself had not yet arrived.  When it came to hand arrangements would be made for its presentation with the least possible delay. 

Two days later on November 19 Base Records advised him at Tannymorel with much pleasure forwarding the extract from the Fourth Supplement No. 31405 to the London Gazette, dated 17 June 1919 relating to conspicuous service rendered by yourself whilst serving with the Australian Imperial Services.

AWARDED THE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Meritorious Service Medal to the undermentioned soldier for gallantry in the performance of military duty:

No. 7501 SAPPER T.H.B. GOLLAN

They also advised that this had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette, No. 115, dated 10th October, 1919.

On 20 January, 1920 the M.S.M. Medal was forwarded to the Commandant 1st Military District for distribution to the former soldier.  Presentation of Decorations was arranged at Toowoomba to be presented by General Birdwood and was covered in the: 

The local newspaper covered citations for recipients with Sapper Gollan’s reported as:

To wear with the Meritorious Service Medal Sapper 7501 Thomas Hector Bruce Gollan was also issued with the British War Medal (31303) and the Victory Medal (29581) for serving his country.

He married on 21 August, 1920 to Grave Ethel Bull and they lived at Mt Colliery, Tannymorel with his occupation as a coal miner until the 1940’s.  
The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and forwarded these on 5 November, 1928.

In 1943 they were listed at Bringalily, Millmerran and he was a farmer.  The following was reported in the:  

He was elected as a councillor in the Millmerran Shire election in 1949 and results published in the:
His wife Grace Gollan died on 23 September, 1954 aged 62 years and buried in the Millmerran Cemetery.

In 1954 he was an office bearer elected to the Millmerran District’s Bush Fire Brigade and published in the:

Thomas Hector Bruce Gollan passed away on 2 July, 1961 aged 67 years.  Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Millmerran Cemetery registered as Protestant 2 within grave 14 burial no. 2.
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Corps Troops Brigade			Australian Corps		25th August, 1918





2nd Australian Tunnelling Company A.E.		Recommendation for the ALBERT MEDAL


At GUILLAUCOURT





4087	Sapper John Charles UNDERWOOD	On the 20/8/18, whilst reclaiming at 70’ well, a N.C.O. of this


Unit was overcome by foul air, and fell to the bottom of the well


7501    Sapper Thomas Hector Bruce		Sappers 4087 John Charles UNDERWOOD and 7501 Thomas


	GOLLAN				Hector Bruce GOLLAN, being fully aware of the extreme risk 


						They were taking, unhesitatingly enter the four air and, after


						Great difficulty brought the unconscious man to the surface.


						Through the gallantry and untiring efforts of these sappers, 


						Underwood and Gollan, the life of Corporal Starr was saved.


							Sgd  Signature unreadable    Lieut-Colonol, C.R.E.


										Corps Troops, Aust Corps.


							Sgd   John Monash


								General Commanding Australian Corps





				Honour or Award – M.S.M. (without pension)


Notation: Additional pension NOT recommended in this case.   G.H.Q. 5/11/18





6/12/18 Hand written notation on side – Recommended for the M.S.M. as renumerate reward in each case (excluded pension)   23/9/18





Darling Downs Gazette Thursday August 21, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – THREE TRAINS TOMORROW


The following are listed to return to Queensland


CHEMNITZ


	7501, Spr T.H.B. Gollan, 2nd Tunn. Co., Toowoomba				Article abridged





Darling Downs Gazette Tuesday September 9, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS TO-DAY – CHEMNITZ


7501 Spr. T.H.B. Gollan, 2nd Tunn. Co. Toowoomba					Article abridged





The Brisbane Courier Wednesday September 10, 1919:





MORE SOLDIERS RETURN - A CORDIAL WELCOME


Two more batches of returned soldiers arrived in Brisbane yesterday.    The second batch 209 officers and men—were those who had disembarked from the troopships Prinz Ludwig and Chemnitz, and they arrived about 7 o’clock.  The Military Band played suitable selections on the platform at the Central Station on arrival of the trains, and a happy scene of reunion was witnessed when the soldiers met their relatives and friends.  As usual, the honorary workers of the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps placed their cars at the disposal of the military authorities for the purpose of conveying the men from the railway station to Kangaroo Point, and on both occasions the laden motor cars wended their way through cheering crowds in the city streets.  On arrival at the hospital the men were served with substantial refreshments prepared by the ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen, and were officially welcomed.  Major Jackson subsequently furnished the soldiers with information regarding leave passes &c.									Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Friday May 7, 1920:





GENERAL BIRDWOOD – ENTHUSIASM AT TOOWOOMBA


PRESENTATION OF DECORATIONS


Toowoomba was gay with bunting to-day in honour of the visit of General Sir William Birdwood.  On arrival at the station General Birdwood, who was accompanied by Brigadier-General Irving and staff, was met by the Mayor of Toowoomba (Alderman A.R. Godsall), and formally welcomed.


In a short address he said he could desire no better duty that to present medals to those who had won them.  He also took the opportunity of thanking on behalf of the soldiers, the societies and associations who had helped to provide comforts for the “Diggers.”  The proceedings continued with cheers for General Birdwood.  The recipients of the decorations were:


	Meritorious Service Medal—Sapper T.H.B. Gollan, Sgts. E.L. Kelly, E. Reidy, O.C.Prior.	


Article abridged





Toowoomba Chronicle Friday May 7, 1920:


THE DECORATIONS


The following is a complete list of the names of the returned men who have been singled out for decorations:


  Awarded Meritorious Service Medal:  “On 20/8/18, whilst reclaiming a 70ft well, an N.C.O. of this unit was overcome by foul air, and fell to the bottom of the well.  Sapper Gollan, with another, being fully aware of the extreme risk they were taking, unhesitatingly entered the foul air, and after great difficulty brought the unconscious man to the surface.  Through the gallantry and untiring efforts of these sappers the life of Corporal Starr was saved.





Pittsworth Sentinel Wednesday October 27, 1943:


MAGISTRATE’S COURT – ILLEGAL POSSESSION OF LIQUOR


Clifford Neville Folker (Rocky Creek, Millmerran), Arthur Stanley Bliss, David George Bliss, Wilfred Lindsay Lane (all of Kooroongarra) and Thomas Gollan (Bringalily) were convicted and fined £3 for being in possession of liquor in the vicinity of a public hall while a dance was being held therein.





Pittsworth Sentinel Tuesday May 31, 1949:


MILLMERRAN SHIRE ELECTIONS


Three new members were elected in No. 3 Division—Messrs T.H.B. Gollan, A.F. Ezzy, and A.J. Commens—who polled in that order.								Article abridged





Headstone on Mrs Gollan’s grave, Millmerran Cemetery, Q.


Photo sourced from Toowoomba Regional Council’s Cemetery website





Pittsworth Sentinel Friday October 29, 1954:


BUSH FIRE BRIGADES IN MILLMERRAN DISTRICT


The office-bearers elected were: Fire Warden: John Alexander Cowie, of Bringalily; secretary; Norman A. Collier, of Bringalily; first officer; Thomas Gollan of Bringalily; second officer; Frank A Mabbett, of Kooroongarra, third officer; Albert Gibson, of Millwood; fourth officer; Arthur J. Commens of Bringalily.											Article abridged





His Plaque in Millmerran Cemetery, Qld


Photo sourced from Toowoomba Regional Council’s Cemetery website








