SAPPER / PRIVATE ALBERT JOHN GIBBONS
3602 – 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Corps Working Party
Albert John Gibbons was born in Broken Hill, New South Wales on 15 November, 1899 the son of Alfred Morris and Ellen Gertrude (nee George) Gibbons.  The family moved to Adelaide, South Australia and his father became the licensee of the Lady Ferguson Hotel in Currie Street.  Military experience was gained from three years with No. 76 Area Infantry and was still serving.
[image: image1.jpg]


During his early teenage years, he was in trouble with the Police which were reported in the:
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 10 February, 1916 the young labourer put up his age to eighteen-year-old when applying to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 176cms (5ft 9¼ins) tall, weighing 67kgs (148lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-95cms (34-37½ins) and had a fresh complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and hair was brown.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo on his left forearm.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Ellen Gibbons of 253 Currie Street, Adelaide, S.A.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.

Basic training commenced with E Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion at Mitcham camp from 14 February for six days later then allotted to the Mining Corps at the Exhibition A.I.F. camp until transferred to their training camp at Rosebery Park, Sydney, New South Wales on 15 March joining the No. 4 Tunnelling Company from 16 March, 1916.
The recruits from Queensland forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 1 May, 1916 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3602 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park reported in the:

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  
Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 20 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 30 September he was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company.

His name was among those listed as members of the Soldiers’ Guild in a letter from France which was published in the:

Service continued without incident until he went sick on 8 September, 1917 to the 8th Aust Field Ambulance at the 30th Divisional Rest Station with dental caries and returned to duty two days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave was granted from 5 October until October 15, 1917.

Sapper marched out on 7 February, 1918 to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles for posting to the General Hospital due to being underage but left the next day for attachment to the Aust Corps School in Havre changing rank to Private and was taken on strength on February 16.  Marched out to the Reinforcement Camp at Caestre on 27 March, 1918.

On 11 May, 1918 was transferred to the Aust Corps Working Company and taken on strength on May 19.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

While on active service AWL from 7.45 a.m. 14/7/18 until 8 p.m.




14/7/18



Award:

7 days F.P. No.2 [Field Punishment] by Lt N.B. Forster


Total forfeiture:
8 day’s pay

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and leave to Paris was granted on 15 November, 1918 and taken with further disciplinary action as follows:

 

Crime:

Paris absent from 8.30 a.m. 13/11/18 until apprehended by Military Police





about 14.20 on 15/11/18





Apprehended in Paris awaiting escort 27/11/18 and escorted to his unit on 





2/12/18



Award:

21 days F.P. No.2 by Capt. Hanley under section 46 A.A.

Total forfeiture:
24 day’s pay

He appeared before the Field General Court Martial held in Paris on 4 March, 1919 under President Major

B. Sampson D.S.O., A.I.F.



Charge:
Paris W.O.A.S. (1) conduct to the prejudice on good order and military

Discipline 26/11/18 violently resisting arrest by the French Police whose
duty it was to apprehend him.
(2) W.O.A.S. from 20/11/18 to 26/11/18



Pleading:
No guilty of both charges



Finding:
Guilty on both charges





On second charge accused found guilty of AWL from 8.30 a.m. 24/11/18





to 26/11/18



Sentence:
2 years I.H.L.   [hard labour] 4/3/19



Confirmed:
Sentence commuted to 90 days F.P. No. 2 by Brig-General N.C. Price 8/3/19



Promulgated:
11/3/19





Period under charge from 1st investigation 2/2/19 to 11/3/19



Forfeiture:
Concurrent from 4/3/19 to 11/3/19         15/4/19

Private marched out from Paris on 3 March, 1919 to the Australian Military Police at the Aust General Base Depot.  He left duty at the Aust Corps Working Party for England on 4 June, 1919 and marched into the No 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny the following day.

After demobilisation Private Gibbons embarked for Australia on board H.T. Chemnitz on 7 July, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 8 August he was returning home.  
His name was on the list of soldiers returning published in the:


The transport docked in Port Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 2 September, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 18 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The Deputy Assistant Adjutant General advised his former Military Training Company that he had returned home.

He returned to reside at his parents’ hotel.

For service for his country Sapper / Private Albert John Gibbons, 1st Tunnelling Company / Aust Corps Working Party was issued with the British War Medal (13008) and the Victory Medal (12838).

His question to the newspaper about the returned soldier’s badge was answered in their column as follows:

He appeared in the Adelaide Police Court with proceedings published in the:
He married in 1923 at Woodville, S.A. to Dorothy Olive Marjory Simmons.

Their residence is listed from 1939 at 134 Florence Street, Port Pirie with his occupation as salesman.  In 1943 they were at 17 First Street, Cheltenham with the same occupation.

The Adelaide Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and were forwarded on 2 February, 1961.

Albert John Gibbons passed away on 11 March, 1961 in Adelaide aged 61 years.  Interment took place in the Derrick Gardens portion of Centennial Park within path 19 in grave no. 522 on 13 March 1961.

His wife Dorothy Gibbons, late of Grange, died on 6 March, 1984 with cremation taking place at Centennial Park Crematorium.
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Register Tuesday September 16, 1913:


COUNTERFEIT COINS – YOUNG MAN COMMITTED FOR TRIAL


How spurious money changes hands was explained at the Adelaide Police Court on Monday, when William McKay, labourer of Rosewater, was charged with having on August 22 uttered a counterfeit coin resembling a half-sovereign to Mrs M. Tunbridge, restaurant keeper, of Hindley Street.


Albert John Gibbons, son of the licensee of the Lady Ferguson Hotel, Currie street, stated that defendant had a glass of beer there on Friday, August 20 and tendered a coin similar to the two-shilling piece.  Witness enquired of his father whether it was a “crookie.”  Mr Gibbons said to defendant, “What’s your game putting this into me? Do you take me for a lot of mugs? I’ll give you a punch in the head.”  McKay answered, “it’s all right, boss.  I didn’t know it was a bad coin.”  He paid for the liquor with another piece of money.													Article abridged





South Australian Police Gazette 28 January, 1914:


Vide Police Gazette 1913 re ALBERT JOHN GIBBONS, larceny from a bedroom of the Lady Ferguson Hotel in Currie Street, Adelaide on October 16, 1913.  The stolen property in this case has been recovered having been disposed of by a man named John Selby whose warrant for arrest has been issued. 





Advertiser Saturday March 14, 1914:


COURT CASES – MOTOR HIRE


In the state Children’s Court on Friday (before Mr T. Gepp, S.M.) Albert John Gibbons, aged 14, was charged by Abel M. Bouquey with having on February 21 hired a motor car from him and with having neglected to pay the legal fare, £2, at the termination of the journey.  Mr H.R. Gelston appeared for the prosecution and Mr F.W. Owen for the defendants.


The informant testified to having taken the defendant and several others in his car.  He asked Gibbins who was going to pay, and the defendant replied “that’s all right; I’ll do the paying.”  The defendant said that the party agreed to each contribute to the cost.  The car was actually hired by a man named Small, whose guest he (the defendant) was.  They went all around town and down the Bay-road, where they stopped at Mrs Way Lee’s.


A fine of 10/ with costs, amounting to £2 1/, was imposed, and the defendant was ordered to pay the amount claimed.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.


He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare:  A.J. Gibbons			Article abridged





Register Tuesday August 12, 1919:


SOLDIERS BY THE CHEMNITZ


3602. Pte GIBBONS, A.J. A.C. Wkg Pty						Article abridged





Daily Herald Wednesday September 3, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE CHEMNITZ


The troopship Chemnitz which is one of the captured German vessels being used for repatriation of Australian soldiers, arrived at the Semaphore anchorage early on Tuesday afternoon.  On being granted pratique it was expected that the S.A. quota would be landed at 6 o’clock.  But this was not so as the berthing space at the Outer Harbour was all occupied and the vessel had to wait until the Orsova pulled out before she could berth, which was not until 9.30 p.m. consequently relatives and friends had a long wait in dreary rain.


On the wharf to welcome the home-comers was Lieutenant Butler representing the Naval Commandant, the Mayor of Port Adelaide (Mr R. H. Smith), Senior Chaplain Kendrew for the Y.M.C.A. and Mr Sammy Lunn.


The Y.M.C.A. assisted by the V.A.D. provided the returned men with fruit, smokes and refreshment.  Ladies of the Semaphore Cheer-up Society provided cards of welcome and souvenir buttons.	Article abridged 





Chronicle Saturday February 7, 1920:


CORRESPONDENCE


TO CORRESPONDENTS


“Albert J. Gibbons”—The discharged returned soldier’s badge remains the property of the Commonwealth Government.





Daily Herald Wednesday June 22, 1921:


CRUELTY TO A HORSE


Albert John Gibbons, barman, Currie Street, Adelaide, was charged at the Adelaide Police court on Tuesday, before Messrs W. Hall and T.H. Brooker, with having failed to provide a bay mare with proper and sufficient food, contrary to the provisions of Section 8 of the Prevention of Cruelty of Animals Act, 19??- 1915. [blurred]





His grave in Centennial Park, Adelaide


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave submitted by J.








