SAPPER JAMES GENDERS

1009 – No.3 Company, Mining Corps

Manchester, Lancashire, England was the birthplace of James (Jim) Henry Genders on June 29, 1888 the son of William and Mary Genders.  A few weeks later he was baptised on July 15, 1888 at Ardwick in the Primitive Methodist Chapel, Hyde Road and the family were residing at 11 Fardon Street, Higher, Openshaw.

In 1901 the family were residents at 55 Louisa Street, Manchester and consisted of William (47) stationary engine driver, his wife Mary (42), Walter (19) apprentice fitter & turner, John H. (16), boilermaker, George (15) iron moulder, James Henry (12), Alfred (10) and his widowed mother-in-law Sarah Peacock (75).

The family came to Western Australia.  James departed from London on the steamer Orsova, under Master of the ship Captain Parsons, arriving on June 28, 1910 at Fremantle, W.A.  In 1911 he was living with his parents at Wellman Street, Guildford while working as a contractor.  Four years later in 1915 he was a navvy and still at the same address. 

On November 1, 1915 the twenty-four year old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad. Passing the medical examination Attestation Forms were completed which describe him as 168cms (5ft 6¼ins) in height, weighed 57.7kgs (127lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-92cms (31½-36½ins).  Complexion was fresh with hazel eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his right arm and a mole on the right armpit.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his father William Genders of Wellman Street, East Guildford, W.A.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Enlistment’ the same day.

He was assigned to the 36th Depot Battalion on November 15, 1915 in the rank of private for basic training and on November 27 allotted for further instruction with ‘B Coy’ No. 4 Depot Battalion.  Jim was re-allotted on December 3 to the Mining Corps in the rank of Sapper.  

The original No. 3 Company consisted of Company Headquarters and 3 Sections recruited in the 5th M.D. (Western Australia).  The major portion of No.3 Company was recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps began officially on December 1st, 1915. The recruits were placed for basic training the following day at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. as the Corps was being established.  
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No. 3 Company, with a strength of 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks embarked from Fremantle, W.A. on December 18, 1915 and sailed to Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  

On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.  They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.  Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula to complete training as a Corps.

While at Casula camp the following disciplinary action was taken:




Offence:

Casula 16/2/16 Conduct prejudicial to good order and







discipline on 16/2/16 – smoking on parade; late on parade




Award:


Fined 10/-  (ten shillings)

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

In the Military Camp at Blackboy Hill further punishment was issued:




Offence:

20/3/16 (1) Insubordination (2) Not likely to become an







efficient soldier




Award:


2 day’s detention from 24/3/16 by Col A.C. Fewtrell




Notations:

Service 126 days



General Character:

Fair

Sapper Genders did not re-embark on April 1, 1916 with the Mining Corps on the transport Ulysses. 

Military Discharge was issued on April 14, 1916 from Perth (5th Military District) as medically unfit.   He was ineligible for war service medals as he did not serve overseas.

He married later in 1916 to Clarice Mildred Pearce with their marriage registered in the Swan district, W.A.  In 1925 they were residing at 13 Palmerston Street, West Perth with his occupation as a labourer. 

A year later the following Report on Court Proceedings was published in:
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Their residence in 1931 was 138 Lake Street, North Perth and he worked as a labourer.  In 1936/37 they were at 150 Varden Street, Kalgoorlie where he was a miner.

His mother Mary passed away aged 77 years on June 11, 1935 and his father William Genders died aged 85 years on July 4, 1937.  The grave is situated Karrakatta Cemetery in the Anglican portion, section LE in grave no. 543.

In 1954 their home was at 35 Fairfield Street, Mt Hawthorn and his occupation was boilermaker.

James Henry Genders passed away on November 27, 1961 aged 73 years.

His grave is located in the Anglican section of Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth within MC section in gravesite no. 118.

Base Records received a request dated January 19, 1962 for his Statement of Service from the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Department and the documents were forwarded on January 23, 1962.
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The Daily News Wednesday February 10, 1926:


UNLAWFUL WOUNDING


BREWERY EMPLOYEE CHARGED


WHAT WAS THE PROVACATION?


That he had been the victim of an unprovoked assault which resulted in his being treated at the Perth Hospital for four days was the complaint made by James Genders when Frederick John T. Smith (34), brewery employee, was charged before Messrs J. M’Kenzie and J.J. Lloyd J.P.’s, at the City Court to-day with having unlawfully wounded Genders.  Counsel for the defence, Mr A.G. Haynes, submitted Genders to a close cross-examination, suggesting that events which had taken place some time previously had much to do with the incident of which Genders complained.





James Genders, a married man, residing in Palmerton-street, and employed by the Water Supply Department, said he went with his wife, her sister and niece to Como on January 21.  When returning home about 10.30 p.m. he called at premises in Lake-street, where his sister-in-law lived.





After leaving her home, witness passed a lane running off Aberdeen-street, and shortly afterwards heard a man call out: “Here, I want to see you.”  As witness turned his wife said “It’s Fred Smith.”  Witness did not know the man, though he had met him for a few seconds on a previous occasion.  Smith said he wanted to speak to witness who invited him to do so.  Witness’s wife called out, “he’s got something in his pocket.”  Witness walked over and tapped Smith’s right coat pocket, from which Smith withdrew his hand.  Witness’s wife then called, “Look out, Jim.”  Almost simultaneously accused’s right hand came from behind his back.  Witness raised his arm to defend himself, and was stabbed in the upper arm.  A struggle ensued, in which witness knocked Smith down, and received another cut on the arm.  His wife, who endeavoured to hold Smith’s right arm, suddenly cried “I’ve got it; and rushed into her sister’s house.  The struggle then ceased, accused saying he would get a gun to shoot witness.  Witness was taken to hospital where he was detained for four days.





In reply to Mr Haynes, witness said he knew of no reason for the attack.  He was married ten years ago.  He was aware that the accused had lived in the same house as his (witness’s) wife for some time while he (witness) was in Gippsland.  In the house were the accused, witness’s wife and her sister and brother-in-law.  Witness found accused clothes in his wife’s room, but as there was a spare room as sleeping accommodation he bothered no more about him.  He had never threatened to kill the accused.  He was told that his wife was “keeping company” with the accused, but he did not believe there had been anything improper between them.





Further questioned the witness said he had suspected infidelity but could not prove it, and he never asked his wife.





Amy Pearl Gould, a sister-in-law of Genders, residing in Palmerston-street, said that on the night of the alleged assault, accused came to her home, asked first for Genders and later for Mrs Genders.  She told him that both had gone out.  His face was marked and it appeared to her that he had been fighting.





Closely questioned by Mr Haynes, the witness said that it was untrue that there had been any improper relations between her sister and the accused while Genders was in Gippsland.  Accused’s boots and his best hat were in her sister’s bedroom, but they occupied separate rooms.











