SERGEANT WILLIAM ROBERT GARDINER M.M.
4252 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
William Robert Gardiner stated he was born in Warrnambool, Victoria in 1876 and was the son of Robert Morton and Ellen Jane (nee Foster) Forrester.  He went to the goldfields of Western Australia and married in 1900 at Cue to Eliza Jane Steward.  In 1903 they were residing at Peak Hill where he was a miner.  By 1912 they were at 57a Davis Street, Boulder and a foreman with the Associated mine in Fimiston.
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He was a witness in the Warden’s Inquiries of mine deaths which were reported in the:
At the recruiting depot in Geraldton on 21 March, 1916 the married thirty-nine year old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Described in Attestation forms as 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighing 90.9kgs (200lbs) and a chest expansion of 99-104cms (39-43ins); with a fair complexion, nearly black hair and grey-blue eyes.  Distinctive mark was a scar on upper hind of inner side of right shin.  
Religion was Presbyterian faith.  Re-examining Doctor’s notation was Morbid Obesity.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Eliza Jane Gardiner of 8 Corner Hay and Irving Street, Perth and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. 
He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 28 March, 1916 where he signed at took the Oath of Allegiance and allotted to the 54th Depot Battalion for basic training until 1 April then assigned to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4252 until 2 May when he was promoted to Lance Corporal and again on May 16 to be Second Corporal.
The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Across the country early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
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Reports on the No. 6 Tunnelling Company were as follows:


The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

On 10 August, 1916 he was admitted to Brimstone Bottom Hospital and did not go to France with the Reinforcements on August 28.  He proceeded overseas to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Etaples the next day and marched out to join his unit and taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on November 23, 1916.
He was a recipient of a Comfort Gift from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Group and signed a letter of Thanks which was reprinted in the:


He went sick on 21 March, 1917 to the 73rd Field Ambulance moving the following day to the 33rd Casualty Clearing Station with pneumonia and conveyed on the Ambulance Train no.14 four days later entering the 18th General Hospital in Camiers.  
On 14 April went to the 6th Convalescent Depot in Etaples and two days later progressed to the 5th Convalescent Depot at Cayeux and discharged to the Base Depot on May 3 and rejoined his unit on May 11, 1917.
Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year of overseas service.

Due to Corporal Searle being evacuated he was to be Temporary Corporal on 19 November, 1917 and was promoted to Corporal on 27 December as Corporal Gebbie received a promotion.  A further rise in rank to Temporary Sergeant took place on 17 April, 1918 as Sergeant Williams was evacuated sick then became Sergeant on 29 July due to non-return of Sergeant Williams.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the Front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Sergeant was awarded the Military Medal on 21 November, 1918.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following citation was recorded:
“4252 Sergeant William Robert Gardiner was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry and devotion to duty.  During the construction of important works under heavy shell fire, this N.C.O. shewed excellent qualities of leadership.  His fine personal example was largely responsible for the very successful operations of his men.  Authority (A.I.F. List about Novr or Dec.)”


Leave was granted from 27 December, 1918 and returned to duty on 12 January, 1919.
Orders were received on 5 February, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Aust General Base Depot where they left on February 21 crossing the English Channel and marched into the Reserve Brigade Aust. Artillery camp the following day.  On 19 March they went to the Convalescent camp at Codford.

After demobilisation Sergeant Gardiner embarked from Devonport, England on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his wife on May 5 he was on his way home.  
His name was among those soldiers returning listed in the:

The transport arrived at Fremantle (5th Military District) on 28 May, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
In the supplement to the London Gazette dated 17 June, 1919 p. 7695 position 79 his name was listed as awarded the Military Medal.  This was also promulgated on 10 October, 1919 in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette p. 1498 position 79.
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 12 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
On 24 December, 1919 his Military Medal was forwarded on 24 December, 1919 to the Commandant 5th Military District for distribution to the soldier.

To wear with his Military Medal Sergeant 4252 William Robert Gardiner, 3rd Tunnelling Company was also issued the British War Medal (11424) and the Victory Medal (10997) for serving his country.

The Victory Medal was not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.

It appears he was part of the Soldiers’ Settlers Scheme and became a farmer at Harvey listed there from 1922 to 1925.  His wife died on 5 August, 1923 with the following placed in the:
By 1931 he is listed having returned to prospect at Peak Hill and a year later applied for a Gold Mining Lease which was advertised in the:


He attended a Returned Soldiers’ Reunion at Peak Hill which was reported in the:
He was still a prospector at Peak Hill in 1936 and 1937.
His N.F.R Badge (135615) was returned to Base Records from the 5th Military District on 11 September, 1940 and place in their store.

William Robert Gardiner was deemed to have died on 20 December, 1941 aged 65 years from natural causes at the bottom of his mine at Peak Hill, East Murchison.  Police Constable James Clark of the Police Station at Meekatharra investigated and by order of the Coroner Mr K.H. Parker on 25 December, 1941 his body was left in his mine where he died.                    


Source: Davies Family Tree – Ancestry.com.au
A Statement of his Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and sent on 23 December, 1941. 
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Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday August 20, 1912:


DEATH OF PETER GRAYDEN – WARDEN HOLDS ENQUIRY


The Warden (Mr W.A.G. Walter) held an inquiry under the Mines Regulation Act, into the circumstance surrounding the death of Peter Grayden, shift boss on the Associated Mine, who was injured on May 6 through falling down a ladderway at the mine, and died in Nurse Wright’s hospital on the following day.


William Robert Gardiner, underground manager on the Associated mine, said he visited the scene of the accident immediately he heard of it occurrence and made arrangements for the deceased’s removal.  Grayden said that he had been overcome with faintness, and had fallen about 30 ft.  Witness had never received any complaints about the ladderway.  He had seen Grayden that morning and he was perfectly sober.  He was a careful, steady man.  Deceased had been employed on the mine for six or seven years.														Article abridged


Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday January 21, 1913:


DEATH OF JOHN SCHICKERLING


The adjourned inquiry regarding the circumstance surrounding the death of John Schickerling, who was injured at the Associated mine on November 21, and who died in the Mines Hospital on December 12, was resumed in the Boulder Courthouse Thursday, before the Coroner (Mr W.A.G. Walter) and a jury.


William Robert Gardiner, underground manager, said that after the accident he saw the deceased in the ambulance room.  Witness tried to ring up a doctor, but could not get the exchange for a quarter of an hour, so sent the groom for Dr Bridgeford.  Dr Stacy subsequently attended and rendered assistance.  Witness had previously known deceased on the Perseverance mine, and he was an experienced and careful man used to handling explosives.  Witness subsequently visited the stope in company with Inspector Hudson.  They found one hole charged and one sandblast.  Inspector Hudson took away the remaining fuse for testing. Witness tested all fuse before it was sent below.  He found nothing wrong with it, and it averaged 95 sec. to the yard.												Article abridged


Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 27, 1913:


MINE MANAGER SUED – CONDITION OF A STOPE – ITS SAFETY QUESTIONED


In the Boulder Police Court yesterday, before Mr P; Troy, R.M. the hearing as resumed of the case in which Richard Hamilton, general manager of the Great Boulder Proprietary Gold Mine, is charged with having on December 12, 1912 failed to enforce the observance of all the provision of the Mines Regulation Act, 1906.


William Robert Gardiner, underground manager of the Associated Gold Mines Limited, said he had inspected the stope in the Great Boulder mine which formed the subject of the prosecution.  It would be possible to timer all stopes in a mine, but in view of the heavy expense it would not be practicable.  There was always an element of danger in the work of timbering a stope unless all the “bad” ground were first barred down, and if that were done the necessity for timbering would, to some extent, disappear.  There was always a certain area of a stope which could not be timbered, as it was not practicable to bring the timber within 20 or 30 feet of the face.


….He was not in a position to say that the ground in the Great Boulder mine was more treacherous that in any of the other mines on the Golden Mile. 


….In dangerous ground “pig stys” or stacks were the safest means of keeping up the back of a stope.  There were other methods such as ordinary sets, but he had never seen ordinary sets used in the sulphide zone.  In the Associated there had been no accidents in taking down “bad” ground during the three years he had been on the mine.    											Article abridged





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Western Argus Tuesday February 27, 1917:


COMFORTS IN TRENCHES


The secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, Mrs R.M. Jordan, has received the following letter of thanks written in the Firing Line, France on Dec 8 by Sergt Fred Thompson:


“I have again to thank you on behalf of my Relief and myself for gifts from the Goldfields Women’s Club.  They were distributed this morning by Corporal P. McKenzie, and the signatures of the receivers are attached.  I am writing this right up in the firing line, with shells bursting all round the dugouts, so you will please excuse pencil and hurried note.”


The undermentioned signature of men who received gifts were attached— Ptes W.R. Gardiner,  


 		Article abridged





HONOURS & AWARDS   -   3rd Aust. Tnlg. Coy





No.		Rank			Name			Award:		Correct or Approx. Date of


											Date of award


4252		Sgt			W.R. Gardiner		MM			21/11/18





Western Argus Tuesday May 27, 1919:


S.S. SARDINIA


DEMOBILISATION


	4252 Sgt W.R. Gardiner									Article abridged





The West Australian Thursday May 29, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS - SARDINIA ARRIVES - A CLEAN SHIP


The transport Sardinia arrived in Gage Roads at 7.25 a.m. yesterday, and upon being pronounced a clean ship by the doctors berthed at the quay at 11.30 a.m.  There was a large gathering on the wharf to welcome home the troops home, there being 138 for this State.  The Sardinia will proceed to the Eastern States to-day.





West Australian Thursday 9 August, 1923:


DEATHS


GARDINER.—On August 5, 1923, at her residence, Cloverdale, Harvey, and formerly of Cue and Kalgoorlie, Eliza Jane, beloved wife of William B. Gardiner.  A patient sufferer at rest.  “Kalgoorlie Miner” and Victorian papers please copy.





Daily Telegraph and North Murchison and Pilbarra Gazette Saturday June 25, 1932:


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR A GOLD MINING LEASE


No. 508P


NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that William Robert Gardiner of Peak Hill the undersigned, has made application this day for a Gold Mining Lease under the provision of “The Mining Act, 1904” of ground to be known as “Mount Pleasant” containing eight acres, commencing at D.P. of late P.A. 488P; thence 8 chains north, thence 10 chains west, thence 8 chains south, thence 10 chains east.


Dated at Meekatharra this 24th day of June, 1932.


									W.R. GARDINER


OBJECTIONS against the above application referred to must be lodged at the Warden’s Office on or before the 23rd day of July 1932, and the hearing of the application will take place on the 27th day of July next.


									K.H. PARKER, 


Mining Registrar Murchison Goldfield





Western Mail Thursday January 4, 1934:


ON PARADE – AT PEAK HILL


Dear “Non-Com,”—This is worth knowing. We in Peak Hill have created a record—for Peak Hill! We have had the first returned soldiers’ reunion ever held here.  This, to the majority of your readers may not seem much to crow about but to us who know Peak Hill it is a wonderful achievement.


It was held on December 16 in the Brigade Mess Room. There are good reasons why the meeting place cannot be more plainly indicated.  Dress was optional, but it was pleasing to see that all the company turned out in fatigue dress.  Belts and braces.  Later in the evening some belts were discarded and the braces came into their own.


The celebration took the form of a smoke social—not a soke smocial, as I heard someone remark during the evening.  There were thirteen on parade, including two or three Gentlemen.


William Robert Gardiner, M.M. 4252, sergeant in the Third Australian Mining Corps, could, I think, be termed the father of the gathering.  He smoked his pipe and quietly enjoyed himself.  He sang and added his quota of tales as well as ably proposing the toast of “The Ladies.”


Solemn resolutions were made to repeat the performance, and the roll call is complete with the inclusion of “E/28” Peak Hill.									Article abridged








