SAPPER JAMES GALLAGHER
6927 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
James Gallagher stated he was born in 1888 in Kirkintilloch, Dunbartonshire, Scotland the son of William and Elizabeth Gallagher.
He came to Queensland, Australia and in 1915 was living at Chermside Road, Ipswich.
At the recruiting depot in Adelaide Street, Brisbane (1st Military District) on 9 October, 1916 he applied to enlist for active service having previously been rejected as medically unfit.  Physical development was good with a pulse rate of 80.  A medical note stated he had eczema of feet and sent for further medical opinion which concurred I think this man should be sent to camp.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms describe him on 10 October, 1916 as a miner of 168cms (5ft 6ins) in height, weighing 71.3kgs (157lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-95cms (35½-37½ins) and a fresh complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and required dental treatment.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father William Gallagher of Hill Head, Kirkintilloch, Scotland.  Legatee was his cousin Mrs P.O. Hogan of Railway Street, Booval via Ipswich.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion, Enoggera Barracks on 13 November, 1916 to December 5 when allotted to the Miners’ Depot (1st M.D.) the next day.

He applied for leave from Rifle Range Camp, Enoggera to Mount Morgan for four days from 5 p.m. 15/12/16 to 9 a.m. 19/12/16 as he wanted to see his sister whom he had not seen for two years.  Leave was noted and stamped 15 December, 1916.

On 12 January, 1917 was transferred to the training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction and joined the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6927.
The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Gallagher left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and then marched into the Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front. 

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:

Crime:

Parkhouse 16/8/17 AWL from 2400hrs 16/8/17 till apprehended by





Military Police at 0830 hrs 17/8/17



Award:

168 hours detention by Major E. Lewis 20/8/17

Total forfeiture:
8 day’s pay

On 9 September, 1917 the Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles at day later.  Marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 15 September, which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was attached on 31 October, 1917 to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field with Headquarters at La Panne on the Belgian Coast and the Unit camped in the sand dunes at St Idesbalde.  Sections of the company were working at Nieuport Bains on galleries for infantry subways and machine gun positions.

He was taken on strength with the company from 7 November, 1917.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

The Company was working in France near Trescault with the following recorded in the Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company:

“12/3/18


O.C. visited new camp site, and conferred with C.E. regarding action in case of enemy attacks.

Tactical situation still more critical.  Enemy artillery activity intense, shells being used extensively, mixed with a proportion of H.E.

The area around No. 3 Section Forward Billets at Trescault heavily shelled with gas resulting in 2 officers (Lieut. L.G. Wilkins and Lieut. S. Halford) 74 sappers of the Coy being gassed, besides 58 attached infantry.  The bombardment lasted from 7 p.m. to 3 a.m. [number cut off] night of 12/13th and was spread over quite a large area, which retained a dangerous concentration of gas for over 24 hours.  It is estimated that the enemy fired 40,000 shells on the Corps front during the 24 hours.  The majority of these fell in and around Trescault.  The enemy also shelled various points in back areas with H.E.  These included Metz, Ytres Station and Royaucourt.  Owing to the tactical situation Labour Corps ordered not to have any men on detachment after evening of the 12th.”  

Sapper was wounded in action on 12 March, 1918 suffering the effects of severe gas poisoning and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance then to the Casualty Clearing Station.  Two days later entered the 1st Aust General Hospital at Rouen until March 16 when invalided to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle entering the Military Hospital in Lewisham for further treatment lasting forty-five days.
His father’s address was changed to “The Shells”, Hillhead, Kirkintilloch, Scotland on 26 March, 1918.

Was transferred on 1 May, 1918 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield until May 3 when discharged to furlough and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 17 May.  Reported as ordered and marched out on 24 May to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.  
At St Charles Chapel, Glasgow on 10 July, 1918 after publication and according to the rites of the Roman Catholic Church, James (29) bachelor of No. 4 Command Depot, Hurcott (underground mine manager) was married to Clara Martens (44), spinster (schoolmistress and a German subject) by Rev. Edward F. Gerald. 

She became his next-of-kin at 14 Cambridge Drive, Kelvinside North, Glasgow, Scotland.
Sapper proceeded overseas from Folkstone on 17 September arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day and marched out to re-join his unit on 24 September, 1918.

The 2nd Tunnelling Company was preparing operations for their part in an attack on 28 September, 1918 and the Unit Diary records the following:

“27/9/18

Further conference of O.C. and 2nd Division regarding work during operations

Officers and N.C.O’s reconnoitred roads with which they were concerned.

28/9/18

Final arrangements regarding operations completed.

Correlated work of the 1st and 2nd Australian Tunnelling Companies.  The 1st Tunnelling Company moved in later in the evening.

Zero hour altered from 5.55 a.m. to 5.50 a.m.”


Four days after his return to duty on September 28 Sapper was wounded in action (2nd Occasion) suffering gas shell burns progressing to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station then sent to the 6th General Hospital in Rouen.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.33 due to an old wound on 2 October then moved to recover at the 2nd Convalescent Depot from Eczema to feet and gas burns.   

Company wrote for verification of diagnosis from 6th General Hospital and were advised of battle casualty gunshot wound and gas burns and was admitted on 24 October to the 2nd Convalescent Depot in Rouen.  Two days later was transferred to the Aust Convalescent Depot in Havre.  It appears he was there when Peace was declared.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List published in the:

[image: image1.jpg]-
et dediabyuonsoton oyl ot

previe 3

“n DAoL





On 3 January, 1919 went to the Aust General Base Depot in Havre.

Orders were received to report to the Aust General Base Depot and left there to return to England on 22 February, 1919 arriving at the No.1 Command Depot the next day.

Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Gallagher embarked for Australia on the H.T. Ceramic from Liverpool on 8 September, 1919.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin that he was returning home.

His Will was returned to the 1st Military District on 5 September, 1919 and sent to the 2nd Military District on 31 October, 1920.
In the published list of returning soldiers the following appeared in the:
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The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 3 October, 1919 with a brief account of their arrival published in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Domain Anzac Buffet, Sydney soon after arrival and his Statement of Case reads:


I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by War Service and feel fit and well.
(Sgd.)  James Gallagher        Discharge was recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 10 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For service for his country Sapper 6927 James Gallagher, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (72684) and the Victory (69646).  He collected both medals from the 2nd Military District on 1 August, 1924 giving his address as “Buena Vista” 101 Vaughan Street, Lidcombe.

His brother Thomas Gallagher wrote to Base Records care of A. Conway. 9 Shore Place, Gourock, Scotland on 24 February, 1924 after being in contact with Australia House, Strand, London in regards to his brother’s address and Capt. G.C. Rowe of the Australian Staff Corps instructed him to forward the letter through Base Records.
On 6 April, 1925 Base Records forwarded all correspondence regarding the matter to the 2nd Military District for favour of disposal as no information was available there which would assist locating this soldier.

Their residence was listed at 41 Cambridge Street, Lidcombe during 1930 to 1932 with his occupation as engine room attendant and later at Lidcombe State Hospital.

Mrs Clara Gallagher died aged 57 years and was buried on 21 March, 1932 in Rookwood Catholic Cemetery.

James Gallagher passed away on 21 February, 1956 aged 68 years and interred in Mortuary 2 portion of Rookwood Catholic Cemetery within section 9 in grave no. 5538 with his wife on February 27.
The Assistant Manager of the Lidcombe State Hospital and Home forwarded to Base Records on 21 February, 1957 the Certificate of Discharge of the late Sapper James Gallagher advising of his death at the hospital on 21 February, 1956.  Base Records replied on 7 March, 1957 acknowledging receipt of the parchment Discharge Certificate, property of the deceased.

© Donna Baldey 2023

www.tunnellers.net
Telegraph (Brisbane) Thursday November 28, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 176 QUEENSLANDERS INCLUDED


Casualty list no. 447 was issued from the censor’s office last night, and contained the names of 176 Queenslanders.


Spr. James Gallagher, Scotland, p.r.w.						Article abridged





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Wednesday September 17, 1919:


SOLDIERS AND DEPENDANTS


Following is s list of soldiers’ wives and dependants aboard the steamer Ceramic, which will arrive shortly.


Soldiers with their Wives—6927 J. Gallagher, 2nd Tun. Coy;				


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday October 4, 1919:


SOLDIERS AND WIVES - BY THE CERAMIC


A warm welcome was given to the soldiers who arrived by the Ceramic yesterday.  Many of the men were accompanied by their wives.  The New South Wales contingent consisted of 307 men, 180 wives and dependants and 49 children. 									


Article abridged





His original parchment Certificate of Discharge


Copies from National Archives of Australia file James Gallagher 6927








