SAPPER ARTHUR FOSTER
4331 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Arthur Anthony Foster was born in 1878 in Bradford, Yorkshire, England the son of Thomas and Sarah Jane (nee Binns) Foster.  He was baptised in Doncaster, Yorkshire on 11 May, 1878.  In 1881 the family were living at 60 Salt Street, Mammingham, Bradford and were Thomas (43) cotton warp driver, Sarah J. (35), Anne (21) weaver-worsted, James (19) clerk, Ellen dressmaker, Ada (12), Frederick (8), Arthur (3).

A decade later in 1891 at 21 Sunderland Road, Mammingham the family consisted of Thomas (53) silk mill foreman, Sarah J. (46), Ada (22), Fred (18) silk mill hand, Arthur (13) grocer’s assistant, John E (6), Mary England (15) general domestic servant.  He stated he had served a two year apprenticeship as a woolclasser.
Arthur Foster came to Melbourne, Australia and went to Western Australia on the steamer Pilbarra arriving on 30 May, 1902 at Fremantle.  He was twenty-four years old.  He married in 1902 to Frances Elizabeth King and in 1906 he was working at Oroya Lease, Brown Hill as a labourer.  In 1910 they were residents at Lancefield, Beria with his occupation as a miner and two years later were still there.  By 1914 they were at 151 Queens Street, Brown Hill and the following year were at 585 Trafalgar Street, Trafalgar and still mining.

At the Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 5 January, 1916 the thirty-eight year old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation forms as 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-97cms (34-38ins) and had a fair complexion with brown hair and his brown eyes passed the eye test with good vision.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Frances Elizabeth Foster of 585 Trafalgar Street, Trafalgar and allotted four-fifths of his pay in support of her and their five children.  
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 10 January, 1916 and signed and took the Enlistment Oath and commenced basic training with the 41st Depot Battalion until 10 March when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4331.
Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May.  

The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Across the country early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Reports on the No. 6 Tunnelling Company were as follows:
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The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

He was admitted the next day to Delhi Hospital at Perham Downs and transferred to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company on July 31.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 12 October, 1916 Sapper marched out to join the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion arriving six days later which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On 26 October was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company.
He was admitted to the 41st Divisional Rest Station for dentures on 5 December, 1916 then moved to the 16th Casualty Clearing Station with Risordens Retention the next day.  
The following day went to the 3rd Canadian C.C.S. and returned to duty on 22 December.

He was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on 31 January, 1917.

Service continued without injury or illness until he was wounded in action on 29 November, 1917 receiving a gunshot wound to his left thigh and face and taken to the 34th Field Ambulance.
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following is recorded for that day.
“On 29.11.17      940  Spr  Burley, C.E. was killed in action and    
  4331
Spr  Foster,  A. was wounded”
A mix-up occurred with the 5th Military District being advised on 7 December, 1917 that he was killed in action on 29 November, 1917 but four days later were re-advised he was not killed but wounded.

News of this was reported in the:

His name did appear in the 375th Casualty List as being Killed in Action which was published in the:


But this was corrected in the 377th Casualty List published in the:

Meanwhile Sapper had been transferred to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station on November 29 and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.23 to Camiers entering the 22nd General Hospital a day later.  On 9 December he was invalided to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth being admitted to the Middlesex hospital at Claxton-at-sea, affiliated with Colchester Military Hospital with gunshot wound to the left thigh.
On 19 December, 1917 he was discharged to furlough and report to Sutton Veny on 2 January, 1918.  He reported from London Headquarters as ordered and went to the No. 1 Command Depot there.

Base Records advised his wife on 8 January, 1918 he had been hospitalised in England and progressing favourably.  His address for correspondence was included.

He was absent without leave from 15 June and returned from absence on 19 June, 1918.  Disciplinary action was taken as follows:




Offence:
Sutton Veny 16/6/18 AWL from midnight 16/6/18 till 8.20 a.m. 9/6/18




Award:

Admonished by Lt-Col. R.H. Beardsmore




Forfeiture:
4 day’s pay under R.W.

He marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade on June 27 at Deverill and proceeded overseas to France from Longbridge, Deverill on 18 July via Southampton arriving the next day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and left to rejoin his unit on July 21 arriving three days later.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with the rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received to prepare for demobilisation on 6 February, 1919 and return to the Aust General Base Depot where they departed on February 21 and crossed the English Channel arriving at the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury the next day.  On 19 March they left for the 2nd Training Brigade at Codford.

After demobilisation Sapper Foster embarked for Australia on 19 April, 1919 from Devonport, England on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised Mrs Foster on 5 May he was returning home.  His name was among those returning listed in the:
The transport docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on May 28, 1919.  News of their arrival was announced in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 12 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For service for his country Sapper 4331 Arthur Foster, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued and entitled to wear with the British War Medal (11121) and the Victory Medal (10994).

 In 1924 they had moved to Rowena Parade, Richmond, Victoria with his occupation as a labourer.  In 1927 they were residing at 83 Richmond Terrace, Richmond and he was an electrician’s assistant.
Arthur Tony Foster passed away in Alfred Hospital on 27 July, 1929 aged 51 years.  Family arrangements were announced in the:


The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and a copy was forwarded on 30 August, 1929.
Mrs Frances Foster died in 1961 aged 77 years.
Their grave is located in the Presbyterian portion A on Burwood Cemetery, Richmond within section K in grave no.16 in plot 78930.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday January 6, 1916:


KALGOORLIE ENLISTMENTS


Recruits at Kalgoorlie were again plentiful last night, 19 being accepted, including two Russian miners—John Parvelkin and Frank Novak.  The names of the others are William McCulloch, George Foggin, William Bramwell, Thomas Doherty, Charles James Smith, Herbert Hilton Gellard, William Henry Tippett, William Healey Norton, William Alfred Nelson, William John Snashall, John Flanagan, Mark Storen, James North, Arthur Foster, John Barry, J. McPherson and Thomas Skelton.  The recruiting officer has received a further supply of forms, which had run out.





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday December 23, 1917:


Mrs Foster, of Trafalgar, has received word from the military authorities that her husband, Arthur Foster, of the 3rd Tunnelling Coy., is wounded, and not killed as previously reported.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday December 28, 1917:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – W.A. ROLL OF HONOUR


The 375th list of casualties among the West Australian members of the A.I.F. is as follows:


KILLED IN ACTION


Sapper Arthur Foster, Kalgoorlie;						Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday January 15, 1918:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – W.A. ROLL OF HONOUR


The 377th list of casualties among the West Australian members of the A.I.F. is as under:


CORRECTIONS


 Spr. Arthur Foster, Kalgoorlie, wounded, not killed in action, previously reported killed in action.  


Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday May 27, 1919


S.S. SARDINIA


Demobilisation


4331 Spr. A. Foster									Article abridged  





The West Australian Thursday May 29, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS - SARDINIA ARRIVES - A CLEAN SHIP


The transport Sardinia arrived in Gage Roads at 7.25 a.m. yesterday, and upon being pronounced a clean ship by the doctors berthed at the quay at 11.30 a.m.  There was a large gathering on the wharf to welcome home the troops home, there being 138 for this State.  The Sardinia will proceed to the Eastern States to-day.





Age (Melbourne) Monday July 29, 1929:


DEATHS


FOSTER.—On the 27th July, at Alfred Hospital, Arthur Tony, the dearly loved husband of Frances Foster, of 83 Richmond Terrace, Richmond and loving father of Jack, Frances, George, Tony, Donald, Sydney and Philip.  Late A.I.F., aged 51 years.





FUNERAL NOTICES


FOSTER.—The Friends of the late Mr ARTHUR TONY FOSTER are respectfully invited to follow his remains to the place of interment, the Burwood Cemetery.  The funeral will leave the Mortuary Parlor of H. King and Son, Lennox Street, Richmond THIS DAY (Monday) 29th inst. at 11 a.m.


HERBERT KING AND SON, Undertakers


Richmond





Photo sourced from Billion Graves website








