SAPPER ROY ALTON FORSYTH

7402 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

At Cootamundra, New South Wales in 1898 Roy Alton Forsyth was born the son of Lucius Patrick and Emily S. Forsyth.

At eighteen years of age in the Recruiting Depot in Cootamundra, NSW on March 19, 1917 Roy applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars taken reveal the young farmer was 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, with a chest measurement of 95cms (37½ins) and unmarried.  Being a person under twenty-one years of age both his parents gave written consent to the enlistment of their son.  His postal address was Bonnie View, Wallendbeen, NSW.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation Forms were completed the same day adding further information of weight 51.8kgs (114lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on axial apron of right knee.   Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Lucius Patrick Forsyth of Bonnie View, Wallendbeen, NSW.   He signed and took the ‘Oath on Enlistment’ the same day.  A notation on his form stated “Branch preferred Flying Corps or Artillery.”

Basic training commenced at the Show Ground camp in Sydney, NSW and was granted leave from April 2 to April 7, 1917 returning to complete the course on April 10.  He was placed with the Engineer Reinforcements (2nd Military District) on April 11 at Moore Park, Sydney for further instruction.  Final home leave was granted between April 20 and 24 and on May 21, 1917 was sent to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcement camp at Seymour, Victoria and assigned to the March, 1917 Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 7402.  He was transferred to the No. 5 Aust General Hospital on June 19, 1917 with no further details given.  In preparation for active service abroad it was noted that his Will had been lodged with his father at Bonnie View, Wallendbeen, NSW.

Sapper Forsyth was a member of the 167 Reinforcements who embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty nine day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England and marched into Nos 1 & 3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton on November 4, 1917 entering the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  Four days later they marched into the Aust Corps Depot to await allotment to the field.

On December 4, 1917 Sapper Forsyth was taken on Supernumerary strength with the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company.

The Honorary Secretary of the Wallendbeen Progress Association J.E. Gormly, wrote to Base Records on December 27, 1917 advising that the Association had planted an Honor Avenue of trees for local soldiers serving the Empire and inquired if Roy Forsyth was still in Military Service.  He had been unable to get definite information but thought he was in the Engineers and had sailed about six months ago.  He requested his number and name of company as they wished to allocate an Honor Tree for him.

Base Records replied to Mr J.E. Gormly, Karonga, Wallendbeen on January 2, 1918 informing that their records showed Roy Alton Forsyth was apparently identical with the subject of his inquiry and embarked from Melbourne on August 4, 1917 and still on active service.  His details were included.

Service continued without incident and he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for twelve months in the field.

He was admitted on January 11, 1918 to the 3rd New Zealand Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) Uncertain Origin) then moved 2nd N.Z. Field Ambulance.  Two days later he entered the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station before being conveyed on A.T.30 the next day to Camiers and admitted to the 20th General Hospital on January 13.

Transferred on January 27 to the 46th Stationary Hospital at Etaples with Measles remained until February 16 when he was relocated to the 47th Stationary Hospital but moved the next day when diagnosed with Hypertrophy Tonsils (excessive thickening or growth) to the 24th General Hospital.   By March 9 he was sent to the No. 6 Convalescent Camp until March 16 when he left for the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles for three days and rejoined his unit on March 21, 1918.

He continued to serve with the company and was taken on strength on August 1, 1918.

Sergeant E.G. ‘Hughie’ Dodd was also with the company and kept a diary of his activities and mentions fellow members of the unit.  There is one entry for Sapper Forsyth as follows:

1918  

October 25 - 31
Still pulling job out.  Four new men came out last Monday.  Viollette, Vickery, Mood and Forsyth.

He was with his company when Peace was declared and they remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service pumps and small engines for water and assistance to those rehabilitating the district.

Leave was granted by the Furlough Department on November 26 and returned to duty on December 10, 1918.  While on leave was admitted to the War Hospital in Bradford on December 8 marked as N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet).  Discharged, was ordered to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on January 13, 1919 arriving the next day.

On February 5, 1919 he left for the No. 1 C.D. at Sutton Veny where the following discipline was issued:


Offence:

A.W.L. 18/2/19 from 23.59 hrs till 13.00 hrs 19/2/19


Award:


2 days C.C. [confined to camp] by Major Eckersley 21/2/19


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay


Offence:

A.W.L. 2/3/19 from 23.59 till 13.00 2/3/19


Award:


3 days C.C. by Capt Adams 4/3/19


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay

He returned to the No. 2 C.D. at Weymouth on March 13, 1919 to await his return to Australia.

Sapper Forsyth embarked after demobilisation from Devonport on April 5, 1919 on board H.T. Armagh.  His father was advised by Base Records on May 2, 1919 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Sydney, NSW (2nd M.D.) on May 20, 1919.  A brief article on arrival was published in the:

He was issued with a Memo from No. 4 General Hospital in Randwick that he was to report to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers (S.O.I.R.S.) on June 11 at Victoria Barracks, Paddington.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on July 3, 1919 as medically unfit.

For serving his country Sapper 7402 Roy Alton Forsyth, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (75614) and the Victory Medal (72193). 

In 1922 he married Dorothy Reynolds with the marriage was registered in Mosman, Sydney and they lived at Wallendbeen, NSW as he continued as a farmer.  Snippets of his stock sales appeared in the:


In July 1931 in the Legal Notices of the Supreme Court of New South Wales, he was named an executor in the Will of Glen William Forsyth, farmer and grazier, late of Wallendbeen along with Daisy Faith Forsyth, executrix as they advertised for creditor claims against the Estate.  On August 22, 1931 an announcement was made of the Disposal of Assets of the Estate. 

Two years later the ‘Bonnie View’ property was advertised for sale by Auction with details appearing in the:


Statements of Service were issued to the Repatriation Commission in Sydney, NSW from Base Records on September 11, 1928 and October 12, 1938. 

In 1936 they were living at 15 Hunter Street, Petersham with home duties listed for both.  By 1943 they were recorded residing at 6a Bold Street, Burwood and he was a traveller.

The following was advertised in the:


Roy Alton Forsyth passed away on January 21, 1962 aged 64 years. Family announcements were published in the:

REUNIONS

Roy Forsyth was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their 1934 Roll Register for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day March in Sydney, NSW.

 
1934   Forsyth R.A. 
15 Hunter Street, Petersham

Notation: 1952.

The Wallendbeen War Memorial monument has the names of 174 fallen and returned soldiers listed on it.

In 1995 trees were replanted in Wallendbeen to replace the original ones in the Trees on Honour Memorial Drive commemorating World War I volunteers.
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Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday May 21, 1919:


HOME AGAIN


WELCOMED IN SUNSHINE


SOLDIERS BY THE ARMAGH


The 450 soldiers who were brought across the seas in the troopship Armagh, and who landed yesterday afternoon, had a most enthusiastic welcome.  Weather condition favoured the welcome at the Anzac Buffet, which followed the official reception at the Woolloomooloo Bay wharf.  The officers joined in the reunion while tea was being served by Mosman and other Red Cross Voluntary Aids.      


 					 Article abridged








Sydney Morning Herald December 9, 1927:


HOMEBUSH STOCK SALES


R.A. Forsyth, Wallendbeen, 107w 17/1





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday February 18, 1930:


FLEMINGTON STOCK SALES


R.A. Forsyth, Wallendbeen, 121 x hd 1 and h 14/5


Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday October 14, 1930: 


FLEMINGTON STOCK SALES


Farmers and Graziers Co-operative Co Ltd


R.A. Forsyth, Wallendbeen, 104 sh xh 1 and h 11/1








Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday April 19, 1933:


AUCTION SALE


OF “BONNIE VIEW” WALLENDBEEN


Under instructions from the Joint Official Liquidators.  The Primary Producers’ Bank of Australia, Ltd (in Voluntary Liquidation)


Portion 58 of 40 acres.  Portion 59 of 320 acres.


Total area 360 acres, Parish Congou.  County of Bland, Municipality of Wallendbeen.


THOS REYNOLDS, Auctioneer, Young, will sell by Public Action at his Rooms, Main-street, Young, on THURSDAY, 4th May, 1933, at 2.30 p.m.  The above property as herein described.


SITUATED:  5¼ miles from the town of Wallendbeen and 2561 miles from Sydney, on the main Southern Line.


IMPROVEMENTS: Clearing, 100 acres cleared for pet plough, balance of area well tilled and very little timber remaining.  Country.  Undulating, strong chocolate soil, no waste land.  The country comprises first-class agricultural and grazing land.  Timbered, mainly White Box country with portion Gum and Apple Tree.


BUILDINGS:  Weatherboard House of 5 rooms, office and hall, lath and plaster lining in main portion of building.  Two 2500-gallon iron tanks from Shearing Shed, 50ft x 30ft and yards.  Iron Grain Shed.  Men’s Quarters, weatherboard and iron, with 800-gallon iron tank, from Garage.  Small Iron Shed.  Large slat and iron Stables, with 500-gallon Iron Tank, Cart Shed, Iron Shed and Cow Rails.


FENCING: 1½ mile on western boundary, balance of boundaries unfenced, but included in group with other property owned by R.A. Forsyth.  Subdivided into 3 main paddocks with 4 small paddocks at homestead, including about 1 acre of orchard.


WATERED: By one tank of 1000 yards.


TERMS: 10 per cent. Deposit on signing contract, balance on date of completion.


Intending buyers motored to inspect any day prior to sale


THOS REYNOLDS, Auctioneer


Main-street, Young, NSW








Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday March 17, 1954:


LOST AND FOUND


LOST


WALLET containing Returned Soldiers Railway and Tramway Pass.  Reward. R.A. Forsyth 6a Bold Street, Burwood UJ4559.








Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday January 23, 1962:


DEATHS


FORSYTH, Roy Alton—January 21, 1962, at Repatriation Hospital, Concord, late of 6a Bold Street, Burwood, dearly beloved husband of Dorothy, beloved father of Shirley (Mrs Kennedy).


FUNERALS


FORSYTH—The Relatives and Friends of the late ROY ALTON FORSYTH, of Burwood, are invited to attend his funeral; to leave St Pauls’ Church, Burwood Road, Burwood, This Day, after service commencing at 12.45 p.m. for Rookwood Crematorium.


METROPOLITAN BURIAL AND CREMATION SOCIETY


Railway Pde, Burwood UJ2178-9











