SAPPER JOHN EDWARD FORD

2825 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company 

London, England was the birthplace of John Edward (Jerry) Ford about 1871 the son of Thomas Ford.  He was a sailor and came to South Australia.  He married Mary Ann Savren on July 7, 1900 and their marriage announcement was published in:


A few years later the following item appeared in the newspaper in Adelaide, S.A.:


At the Recruiting Depot in Adelaide, S.A. on December 18, 1915 the forty-four year old sailor applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Attestation papers were completed and is described on enlistment as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 50.9kgs (112lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-87cms (33½-34ins).  Complexion was medium with blue eyes that tested to fair vision in his right eye and poor vision in the left one, and had brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm and tattoos on both forearms and both upper arms.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Mary Ann Ford of Thornton Street, Dulwich, S.A. and he agreed to pay three-fifths of his pay to support his wife and child.  He signed and took the ‘Oath of Allegiance’ the same day.  On December 31, 1915 he passed the final medical examination.

On January 12, 1916 he was assigned to the ‘A Coy’ 2nd Depot Battalion until January 15 when he was transferred to the Exhibition A.I.F. Camp to train with the 1st Depot, 11th Reinforcement to the 27th Battalion.  On February 16 he was transferred to the Engineers’ in the rank of Sapper remaining until March 31 when he was sent to the 3rd Military District (Victoria) and assigned to the No. 3 Company Mining Corps Reinforcements at their Seymour camp on April 3, 1916.  His regimental number was 2825.

The next day eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   On June 1, 1916 they marched into the Base Depot at Etaples.

Sapper Ford was taken on strength with the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company on October 3, 1916 and on November 19 was temporarily attached to the 1/ 2 Cornwall Army Troops Coy R.E. at the 2nd Army Workshop in Bailleul.  He rejoined his unit on January 26, 1917.

He went sick to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station on September 7, 1917 with an injured left knee and transferred to the 7th Canadian Stationary Hospital in Boulogne.  On September 28, 1917 he was sent to the 7th Convalescent Depot to recuperate from the accidental injury and was discharged to Base Depot on October 1 at Rouelles.  He marched out on October 11 to rejoin his unit.

For serving twelve months service abroad he was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform.

He proceeded on leave on February 19, 1918 and returned on March 5.

Ten days later on March 15, 1918 he went sick to the 1st New Zealand Field Ambulance with Myalgia (muscular pain) in his back and was discharged and returned his unit on March 23.  The same day he was detached to the Aust Base Depot as unfit for active service and marched out for disposal at Rouelles.

On April 1, 1918 he went before the Medical Board in Havre and found to be 46 years of age and classed with B3 debility and returned to England the next day arriving at the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper returned to Australia embarking on May 12, 1918 on the H.T. D9 Gaika for discharge due to senility.  Base Records would have advised his wife that he was on his way home.  His name was listed among the names appearing in:

The transport Gaika docked on July 5, 1918.  Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide, (4th M.D.) on July 22, 1918 as medically unfit.  A Statement of Service was also issued on July 30. 

He placed a Memorial Notice for his friend in the newspaper of:

The British War Medal (12056) and the Victory Medal (11921) were issued to Sapper John Edward Ford, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company for service for his country.

John Edward Ford passed away aged 80 years of age on April 13, 1941.  Family notices were published in: 

  


The location of his grave is in Road 1 North section of the West Terrace Cemetery, path no. 15 east in gravesite 11.
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The Advertiser Wednesday August 1, 1900:


MARRIAGES


FORD-SAVREN—On the marriage July 7, at St Paul’s Church, Adelaide by the Rev J. Sunter, John Edward Ford, fourth son of Thomas Ford, Fitzroy-Square, London to Mary Ann Savren, third daughter of the late William Savren of Adelaide.  Home papers.








The Register Thursday December 9, 1909:


THE LAW COURTS


Mary Ann Ford, wife of John Edward Ford, of Newmarket Street, Adelaide v A.E.H. Trudgen as N.W. Trudgen, builder and contractor, of Flinders street, Adelaide.  Claim for £12, for that the defendant agreed to sell to plaintiff 20,000 bricks for £30, and had only delivered 8,000; in the alternative £12 damages was claimed for misrepresentation.  Mr F.H. Ruthlean for the defendant denied having sold the bricks at the price alleged and denied breach of contract.  Defendant also denied misrepresentation.  He said there were 20,000 bricks on the land, and he wanted £1 per thousand for them.  Plaintiff said she would take the land, and paid a deposit of £10.  The next day she paid £114, which included £30 for the bricks.


Defendant denied the allegations, and stated that he did not represent to Mr Ford over the telephone that there were 10,000 bricks on the property.  He estimated that there were 20,000 bricks there, and did not hear anything more until September, when Mr Ford stated by letter that there were 8,000 bricks only on the property.


His Honor said he did not think there was anything in the shape of intentional misrepresentation or fraud.  The defendant had acted consistently throughout, and he entered judgement for him accordingly.  


Article abridged 








The Advertiser Thursday June 6, 1918:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – LIST ‘H’


The following have been listed to return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.  


   			2825 Spr J.E. Ford, Mech Mng Corps.				           Article abridged








The Advertiser Thursday October 24, 1918:


HEROS OF THE GREAT WAR


A tribute of respect to my dear old comrade Private Charles Edwards, 48th Battalion, who died of wounds 22nd October, 1917


Inserted by ex-Sapper J.E. Ford, returned


Ever remembered








The Advertiser Monday 14 & Tuesday 15, April, 1941:


DEATHS


FORD—On the 13th of April, Edward John “Jerry” Ford, late Sapper Aust E. & M.M. & B. Coy, late 3, 1st Mining Corps, A.I.F., beloved husband of Mary Ann Ford, 74 McLaren Street, Adelaide, aged 80 years.  At rest.








The Advertiser Monday April 14, 1941:


FUNERAL NOTICES


FORD—THE FRIENDS of the late MR JOHN EDWARD “Jerry” FORD, late Sapper Aust E. & M.M. & B. Coy, late 3, 1st Mining Corps, A.I.F. and member of the Hilton Sub-branch of the R.S. & S.A.I.L.A, are respectfully informed that the Funeral will leave his late residence 74 McLaren Street, Adelaide on TUESDAY at 11.30 a.m. for the West Terrace Cemetery.


FRANK SIEBERT


47-49 Wakefield Street.  Phone 413











