QUARTERMASTER SERGEANT GEORGE FORBES

11 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / A.I.F. Depot

Aberdeen, Scotland was stated to be the birthplace of George Forbes about 1888 the son of Margaret Forbes.  He came to Australia.

At the Recruiting Depot at Warwick Farm, Sydney, New South Wales the twenty-seven year old Hotel Manager applied to enlist for active service abroad.   Passing the medical examination he attested the following details of height 169cms (5ft 6¼ins), weighing 55.9kgs (123lbs) with a chest measurement of 92cms (36ins).  Complexion was fresh with his blue eyes testing to good vision and had brown hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin was his mother Mrs Margaret Carpenter, care of R.W. Forbes, Glenmore Distillery, Bathgate, Scotland.  He was sworn in the same day.

On August 1, 1915 he was placed for basic training with the 3rd Depot Battalion ‘E Coy’ as Private at the Warwick Farm camp then on August 15 re-assigned to the Engineers’ training camp at Moore Park.  On December 15, 1915 he was transferred to the Mining Corps Headquarters as a driver with the rank of Lance Corporal.  His regimental number was 11. 

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  The same day Lance Corporal Forbes was admitted to the No. 2 General Hospital at Mousset with Influenza.

The unit entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

He was discharged to the Anzac Details on June 13, 1916 and three days later reported to the 1st Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples, rejoining his Unit on June 23.

Miss C. Hodgens of Western House, Liverpool Road, Ashfield, wrote to Base Records on September 29, 1916 requesting the number and address for Mr George Forbes formerly with 7th Field Engineers, Showgrounds, Sydney who had recently written to her but didn’t give her his address or number.  As she wanted to send him a Christmas parcel could they reply in the stamped addressed envelope these details?

Base Records replied on October 5 stating details of a soldier now Lance Corporal transferred to the Head Quarters, Mining Corps from the 11th Reinforcements, Field Engineers Company.  If he was the soldier of her inquiry they gave her his address for correspondence. 

On October 7, 1916 Lance Corporal Forbes was transferred from the Headquarters Mining Corps to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and taken on strength.  

He went sick to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station being admitted N.Y.D. (not diagnosed yet) but returned the same day.  On December 27, 1916 he returned sick to the 12 C.C.S. entering with an Infection of the Pharynx then on January 11, 1917 was conveyed on A.T.18 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital in Boulogne with Bronchitis.  He was sent to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (Fever) uncertain origin) on February 10 and admitted to Norfolk War Hospital at Norwich with Bronchitis (slight).  Discharged to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital in Southam on March 5, 1917 was discharged to furlough and to report to Perham Downs’ camp on March 21.

While on furlough he became ill and was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford with a social disease and having not reported to the No. 1 Command Depot as ordered, the Provost Corps reported him as absent on March 21, 1917 but later received advice on April 7 of his whereabouts.  After seventy-four days curative care he was discharged on June 2 to the No. 1 C.D. at Perham Downs where he remained for duty.

On March 1, 1918 at the A.I.F. Depot in the United Kingdom he was appointed to the rank of E.D.P. Sergeant (extra duty pay) with orders from Headquarters that he be taken on strength of Permanent Cadre of No. 2 Command Depot at Tidworth from the A.E.M.M.B. Company.  Further promotion was issued on June 7, 1918 to Temporary Company Quartermaster Sergeant and remained there for the remainder of the war.  On January 29, 1919 he was detached from Permanent Cadre at Tidworth but retained his rank as T/Quartermaster Sergeant and marched out for his return to Australia. His last English payment was issued on February 3, 1919.

On March 22, 1919 he was appointed for ‘voyage only’ duty as Company Quarter Master Sergeant on the H.T. Czar which embarked from Liverpool, England on March 24, 1919 to Australia.  At Alexandria the troops were transhipped on April 10 to the H.S. Dongala.  A list of those returning was printed in the:   

Sydney Morning Herald Monday April 28, 1919:

RETURNING SOLDIERS BY THE CZAR

The following New South Sales soldiers are returning to Australia by the Czar, who left England on March 22nd last.  Their names are:

QMS George Forbes.                




Article abridged

The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd Military District) on May 16, 1919 and those returning to Sydney 2nd M.D.) continued their voyage.  News of their arrival was published in the:

Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday May 20, 1919:

SUMMARY

About 250 soldiers nearly all invalids who were transferred from the steamer Czar at Suez to the Dongala, disembarked yesterday.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on July 15, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For service for his country QMS 11 George Forbes, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company / A.I.F. Depot was issued with the British War Medal (33171) and the Victory Medal (32756).

A Statement of Service was issued from Base Records on December 12, 1928 to the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission.
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