SAPPER JOHN FLYNN

107 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Kerry, Ireland was the birthplace of John Flynn about 1881 the son of Daniel and Bridget (nee Flaherty).    He came to Australia.  He married Margaret Bellet on October 31, 1891 and they had four sons and six daughters with two boys and three girls dying up to 1916.  In 1908 their residence was Hall Street, Paddington, Brisbane and was working as a labourer.

At thirty-four years of age he enlisted at the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Qld on September 8, 1915 and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing him as 177cms (5ft 9½ins) tall, weighing 61.3kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins).  Complexion was dark with blue eyes and grey hair.  Eyesight tested to good vision in one eye and fair in the other.  A distinctive mark was one vaccination scar on his right arm.  Roman Catholic was his religion. Next-of-kin was his wife Mrs Margaret Flynn of Hall Street, Paddington, Brisbane.  Swearing in took place the following day.

After a month’s basic training at Enoggera Camp he was sent to the Mining Corps which was in establishment phase at their training camp at Casula near Liverpool, Sydney, NSW on October 28, 1915 and assigned to the No. 1 Company in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 107.  

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On July 19, 1916 he was admitted to the 139th Field Ambulance with defective vision and returned to duty two days later.

He was transferred in the field to the 1st Tunnelling Company on December 24, 1916.

Service continued without further incident until May 6, 1917 when he marched out to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  Three days later he was declared unfit for tunnelling in the field.

On May 12, 1917 he was admitted to the 56th Casualty Clearing Station with Bronchitis and transferred to the 4th Field Ambulance then to the 9th C.C.S.  Conveyed on A.T.3 entered the 13th Aust General Hospital at Boulogne on May 16 and was transferred to the 1st South African General Hospital at Abbeville on May 30 by Ambulance train.  He rejoined the Aust General Base Depot the following day.

Was classified as ‘permanently unfit’ on June 18, 1917 at the hospital in Havre and the following day left for England disembarking at Southampton and arrived at the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs a day later.  A transfer to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth followed on July 25, 1917.

A month later Sapper Flynn embarked on August 25, 1917 on the hospital ship Benalla for return to Australia for home service due to Rheumatism and Chronic Bronchitis.  The ship arrived in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on October 26, 1917 and he travelled overland to Brisbane (1st M.D.)

[image: image1.jpg]


The Queenslander on Saturday November 3, 1917 reported the Homecoming:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on November 22, 1917 as medically unfit.  He was granted a pension from the following day to his address care of P. Baker, Cairns Street, Red Hill of $6 (£3) per fortnight.  Pensions were also granted to his dependants:


Margaret Flynn
wife
$3 (£1/10/) per fortnight


Michael Flynn

son
$2 (£1) per fortnight


Frank Flynn

son
$1.50 (15/-) per fortnight

A Statement of his Service was forwarded on July 2, 1928 to the Repatriation Department in Brisbane.

Sapper 107 John Flynn, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (12144) and the Victory Medal (11985) for serving his country.

Their residence remained Hall Street, Paddington.  His wife Margaret predeceased him in September 1931.

At 71 years of age John Flynn passed away on April 26, 1936.  Arrangements were published in The Courier-Mail on Monday April 27, 1936:

His unmarked grave is located in portion 10 of the Toowong Cemetery, Brisbane within section 72 in grave no. 46.
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FUNERAL NOTICES


FLYNN—The Funeral of the late John Daniel Flynn, late 1st Tunnelling Corp, A.I.F., will leave his late residence, 25 Hall Street, Paddington, This (Monday) Afternoon, at 2 o’clock, for the Toowong Cemetery.


CANNON & CRIPPS


Funeral Directors





SOLDIERS COME HOME


199 SICK AND WOUNDED


Back to scenes of peace, far-removed from the clash and fury of war, 199 soldiers, many of them ill, and a big percentage wounded, arrived in Brisbane yesterday week by two trains.  The first batch was welcomed by the Deputy Mayor (Alderman H. Doggett).  The second contingent received a cordial welcome from the Minister for Agriculture (Mr Lennon) and Alderman Doggett.  All the men were from the Western Front, and seemed delighted to be home once more.  The list of men returned is as follows: 


J. Flynn, 1st Tun Co;








