SAPPER THOMAS FLANIGAN
4328 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Thomas Flanigan was born in 1878 in Maitland, South Australia the son of James and Rachel (nee Cook) Flanigan.  He went to the goldfields of Western Australia and was a miner at Black Hills, near Kalgoorlie in 1903.  In 1909 in Boulder, at thirty-one years of age he married Alice Emily formerly Doney who had three children.  A year later their residence was 91 King Street, Boulder with his occupation as a miner.
At the recruiting depot in the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 20 January, 1916 the thirty-seven year old blacksmith’s striker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall, weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-98cms (34-38½ins).  Dark was his complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and had brown hair.  Methodist was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Alice Flanigan of 124 Forrest Street, Boulder and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their two children.

He reported to Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth and signed and took the Oath of Enlistment on 2 February, 1916 then assigned to Area 3 for basic training.
Acknowledgement by members of his workplace before leaving for camp was reported in the:
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He was allotted on 10 March to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.
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His wife wrote a letter in praise of milk arrowroot biscuits which was published in the:

Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4328.
Early in May, 1916 across the country in Queensland the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
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Reports on the No. 6 Tunnelling Company were as follows:
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples two days later.  Assigned to the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 25 September Sapper was taken on strength on September 30.
On 24 January, 1917 Sapper Flanigan was in No. 1 Section and sent for training as a ‘listener’ through a course at the Listening School lasting about ten days where they learnt to distinguish between any normal sounds created during mining operations.  The listener would be on duty at any specified post underground for a fixed period, usually a six hour shift silently listening for sounds of underground mining by the enemy.  Detailed reports were provided of sounds heard to superiors on return to the surface.  So these sounds could be credited solely to the enemy all company work would cease while intensive listening could be carried out.  Listening posts were many and numbered to gauge from these positions the location of enemy mining activity which was accurately recorded on the Mine Plan.

He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Club and signed a letter of thanks which was reprinted in the:


Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Drunk on duty 16/4/17




Award:

Forfeits 14 day’s pay 17/4/17

Further gifts of comfort were sent from Boulder and received by some members of the No. 1 Section and recipients acknowledged in a Thank-you letter which was published in the:


His wife received news that her son had been wounded in France which was reported in the:









He went to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station on 20 December, 1917 with dental caries and discharged to duty four days later.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 1 June, 1917 for serving one year abroad.

The Kalgoorlie Ladies Club sent further comfort gifts to the soldiers and received their thanks signed by recipients and reprinted in the: 

His service continued without illness or injury and was counted in an audit of the company to be still serving on 1 October, 1918 and there when Peace was declared.  
The Tunnelling Companies remained as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 28 February, 1919 he went to the 111th Field Ambulance with an accidental injury to his left ribs and on 2 March was transferred to the 39th Stationary Hospital diagnosed with contused ribs. 
Two days later was evacuated to the 4th General Hospital remaining until March 11 then invalided to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal with myalgia (muscular pain) entering the King George hospital in Stamford Street, London with injury to back severe.
Sapper was transferred on 17 March, 1919 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford to convalesce.
Base Records advised his wife with the following Telegrams:


After convalescing, was discharged from hospital on 7 April, 1919 and to report to the 2nd Training Brigade at Codford on 22 April to await his voyage home.   

Another telegram was sent from Base Records to his wife as follows:

After demobilisation Sapper Flanigan embarked for Australia on 6 May, 1919 on board H.T. Kaiser-i-Hind.  Base Records advised his wife on 28 May, 1919 that he was returning home.  News of their impending return was listed in the:

News of the transport’s arrival at Fremantle (5th Military District) was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 24 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (11119) and the Victory Medal (10992) were issued to Sapper 4328 Thomas Flanigan, 3rd Tunnelling Company for service for his country.

The Victory Medal was not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.  The Medals Section sent a letter to him care of the last known address of his next-of-kin on 14 October, 1924 but it was returned unclaimed marked “unknown by letter carrier.”  
After further inquiries as to his current address they sent another letter to 40 McMillan Street, Victoria Park on 19 December, 1924.  The ex-soldier replied with the completed form of request dated 31 December, 1924 and his medal was posted by registered post no. 2332 on 16 January, 1924.

The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Department requested a Statement of his Service from Base Records which was sent on 5 November, 1928.

From 1931 their residence was listed at 76 McMillan Street, Victoria Park with the occupation of labourer.
Thomas Flanigan passed away on 25 May, 1945 aged 67 years in the Edward Millen Home, Perth.  Family arrangements and tributes were announced in the:

Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section YC in gravesite 464C.
Tributes and announcements were placed in the:

Further tributes were published in the:


The Department of War Graves Commission advised Base Records on 18 December, 1945 of his demise.

Mrs Alice Flanigan, late of South Perth, died on 4 May, 1958 aged 83 years and buried in the same grave location.

© Donna Baldey 2020

www.tunnellers.net
Kalgoorlie Miner Thursday February 10, 1916:


PERSONAL ITEMS


A send-off was tendered to Messrs. Thos. Flanigan and John Halse, of Boulder, by their workmates in the Great Boulder Proprietary blacksmith’s shop on Friday last, prior to their departure for Blackboy Hill camp. 





West Australian Saturday March 25, 1916:


SWALLOW AND ARIELL’S MILK ARROWROOT BISCUITS


MRS FLANIGAN WRITES AS UNDER—


				124 Forrest-street, Boulder City


	     		Nov. 23, 1915


Dear, Sirs,


	I am sending the photo of my baby.  He was six months old when this was taken.  My baby has had Swallow and Ariell’s Milk Arrowroot biscuits since he was six weeks old and still has them. He is over two years old now, and a fine healthy little boy, and I am sure I have nothing but the biscuits to thank for it.  It will always tell my friends about them, as they deserve great praise, and the presents are worth collecting.	


									Yours faithfully, Mrs T. Flanigan.





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Western Argus Tuesday February 6, 1917:


GIFTS FOR FIRING LINE - WOMEN’S CLUB THANKED


Mrs R.M Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, has received the following acknowledgement, written in the firing line, France, on November 20, from Sergeant Fred. Thompson, on behalf of his section—“Once again I have to thank your club for a parcel of gifts containing socks, cigarettes, soap, mittens, writing paper etc.  The gifts were distributed by ballot this afternoon under the supervision of Corporal John McKenzie, and the signatures of the recipients are attached.  Following are the signatures—T. Flanigan,			


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 15, 1917:


A LADY’S LETTER


Mrs Sala, of Herperus-street, South Boulder, has received the following letter from her son Sapper O. Sala, somewhere in France, acknowledging receipt of two parcels of comforts, the result of her daughter Doris’ birthday party, which were forwarded to him last January:—“France, April 1, 1917.—Dear Doris,—We, the undersigned, thank you and the children for the two nice parcels of comforts that you sent to us boys over here.  We think it was very kind of you to have your birthday party, and to give up your presents for us. They were divided amongst the No. 1 section of the No. 3 Tunnelling Company.  (Signed) T. Flanigan,													Article abridged





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday November 25, 1917:


WOUNDED


Private George Doney, son of Mrs T. Flanigan, of 124 Forrest-street, Boulder, has been wounded in France.  He is a brother of Mrs E. Cronk and T. Doney.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No. 4328 T. Flanagan,  	


									Article abridged





4328/3Tun Coy


									BOULDER W A


									   MRS FLANIGAN


									     124 FOREST STREET


	WSM


	SAPPER THOMAS FLANIGAN ILL WILL ADVISE ANYTHING FURTHER RECEIVED


							BASE RECORDS


							       4/4/19





4328/3Tun Coy


									BOULDER W A 


									  MRS FLANIGAN


									124 FOREST STREET


	WSM


	NOW REPORTED SAPPER THOMAS FLANIGAN ADMITTED ELEVENTH MARCH KING GEORGE


	HOSPITAL LONDON INJURY BACK SEVERE	


							BASE RECORDS	


							      4/4/19





4328/3Tun Coy  A.R.


									BOULDER W A 


									  MRS FLANIGAN


									   124 FOREST STREET


	WSM


	SAPPER THOMAS FLANIGAN CONVALESCENT


							BASE RECORDS


							     23/4/19





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 6, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS - TWO STEAMER LISTS


The Military Headquarters, Perth has forwarded the following lists of members of the A.I.F. returning to Australia by the Karoola and Kaiser-I-Hind, and also Imperial details returning by the Roda:


S.S. KAISER-I-HIND


	4328 Spr. T. Flanigan,								Article abridged





The Daily News (Perth) Monday 9 June, 1919:


	PORT OF FREMANTLE – MARITIME MISCELLANY


With troops from the United Kingdom, the s.s. KAISER-I-HIND arrived at 7.35 this morning, being the first trip this vessel has made from England to Australia since May, 1917.





Sunday Times Sunday May 27, 1945:


FUNERAL NOTICES


FLANIGAN.—The friends of the late Thomas Flanigan, of 76 McMillan-street, Victoria Park, late of the Water Supply and of the 3rd Tunnelling Co. AIF, loved husband of Alice Emily, are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Anglican Cemetery, Karrakatta, at 3.30 o’clock TOMORROW (Monday) AFTERNOON.  The Funeral will leave our Funeral Parlor, 190 Albany-road, Victoria Park, at 3 o’clock.  Friends attending may proceed by the 3 o’clock train from Perth.


MEAD, SON & CO.


Victoria Park and East Fremantle





FLANIGAN, Tom (3rd Tunnelling Co), Engineers and Allied Units Association (in recess).  Members are advised of the passing of our late Member at the Edward Millen Home, on Friday, May 25.  His funeral will take place at 3.30 o’clock in the Anglican portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery—A.D. McLENNAN, Hon. Secretary.  





West Australian Monday May 28, 1945:


DEATHS


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, 1945, at Edward Millen Home, Victoria Park, Thomas Flanigan, of 76 McMillan-street, Victoria Park, loved husband of Alice Emily, loving father of Myrtle (Mrs F. Moyle) and Jack; fond stepfather of Rene (Mrs A. King), George and Tom Doney; fond father-in-law of Alf. Vera, Doris and Fred: loving grandfather of Bill, Ron, Dorothy and George Moyle, Shirley and Jean Cronk, and Ron Doney; aged 67 years.   Sleeping peacefully.


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, 1945, Thomas, beloved husband of Alice and loving father of Jack.  


Gone from a world of sorrow and pain.


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, at Victoria Park, Thomas, loving father of Myrtle and father-in-law of Fred Moyle, dear granddad of Bill, Ron, Dorothy and George.  Rest, dear Dad.       


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, at Victoria Park, Thomas, beloved stepfather and father-in-law of Irene and Alf King, dear granddad of Shirley and Jean.  Will always remember happy days.


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, at Victoria Park, Thomas, beloved step-father and father-in-law of George and Vera Doney.  Always remembered,


FLANIGAN.—On May 25 at Victoria Park, Thomas, beloved step-father and father-in-law of Tom and Doris Doney, dear grandad of Ron.  Peace, perfect peace.


FLANIGAN,-A tribute to the memory of Thomas Flanigan, who passed away on May 25, at Edward Millen Home; a good friend and neighbour to Ethel and Ken Honey. (Victoria Park).








West Australian Tuesday May 29, 1945:


DEATHS


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, 1945, at Edward Millen Home, Thomas Flanigan, of 76 McMillan-street, Victoria Park.  Lovingly remember by his sister-in-law Mrs Rose Harding, and her family.


FLANIGAN.—On May 25, 1945, Thomas Flanigan, dear friend of Mr and Mrs Fred Long and family (Victoria Park).  So long Pal.


FLANIGAN.—A loving tribute to the memory of Thomas Flanigan, who passed away on May 25.  Inserted by Mrs Baxter and Don (RAN).  Resting peacefully.


FLANIGAN.—To the memory of Thomas Flanigan, who passed away May 25, at Millen Home.  An old friend and neighbour Mrs A. Culleton (Victoria Park).


FLANIGAN.—Victoria Park Sub-Branch RSL.—On May 25, 1945, at Edward Millen Home, Victoria Park, Thomas Flanigan, beloved husband of Alice and loved father of Myrtle and John.  Inserted as a mark of respect by members of Victoria Park Sub-branch RSL.


									A. NICHOLAS, President


									R.E. BROWN, Secretary





West Australian Saturday June2, 1945:


DEATHS


FLANIGAN.—In loving memory of our dear Brother-in-law, Thomas Flanigan, who passed away on May 22, 1945.  Inserted by Mr and Mrs J.A. Bowen and family. 


				





Photos of his Commonwealth War Grave in Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth


Photos supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








