SAPPER JOHN ALLEYNE FITZHERBERT
2418 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Fielding, County Wellington, New Zealand was the birthplace of John Alleyne Fitzherbert on 27 December, 1896 the son of Egbert and Florence Grace (nee Gregory) Fitzherbert.  His mother died in 1905.  He came to Australia and was residing at Waterloo, Sydney in 1915.
At the Board of Health Recruiting Depot, Sydney, NSW on 5 January, 1916 the single twenty-one-year-old milk carter / farm labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Postal address was care of Lonergan’s Dairy, Botany Road, Mascot.  Personal particulars taken show he was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 56kgs (124lbs) with a chest measurement of 90cms (35½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW a day later and describe him further having a fresh complexion and his grey eyes tested to fair eyesight in his left eye with very poor vision in the right one and hair was brown.  Distinctive mark was a vaccination scar on his left arm and “Dental Hospital” noted on the form.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Egbert Fitzherbert care of Rev. McLaverty, Pigeon Bay, Dunedin, N.Z. and later changed to The Vicarage, Little River, Canterbury, N.Z.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Casula on January, 21, 1916.
Basic training commenced with E. Coy, Depot Battalion the same day moving to C. Coy, 20th Battalion, Liverpool on February 2, 1916.  On 25 February went to Rosebery Park, Sydney and allotted to the 2nd Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2418.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 where the following took place.

 Crime:
Marseilles – breaking isolation 23/5/16




Award:

1 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment] by Lt. J. Thomson 24/5/16
Reinforcements were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.

Sapper was attached for duty on 25 June, 1916 with the 1st Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 29 September, 1916.

Went sick on 8 December, 1916 to the 6th London Field Ambulance moving to the 2nd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and admitted to the Convalescent Camp three days later with a social disease.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.19 for further treatment at the 51st General Hospital at Etaples and after 49 days curative care discharged to the Aust General Base Depot on 24 January, 1917 and re-joined his unit on February 6.
From 14 August, 1917 he was in an out of hospital on a daily basis until August 21 but his ailment was not recorded.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave was granted and taken from 17 February, 1918 and returned to duty on March 4. 

He was with his unit when Peace was declared. 
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was taken from 7 December to 24 December, 1918.

Discipline was taken for the following:




Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 6.30 a.m. 21/12/18 to






6.30 a.m. 2/1/19




Award:

12 days F.P. No. 2 by O.C. 1st Tunnelling Company



Total forfeiture:
24 day’s pay

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they left for England on February 24 marching in to the No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse a day later.

The 2nd Military District wrote to Base Records on 20 February, 1919 forwarding for necessary notation that the next-of-kin and allottee of this soldier had changed from Little River, Canterbury, N.Z. to Karitane Hospital, Christchurch, New Zealand.

The following day Sapper was admitted to Tidworth Military Hospital suffering pneumonia where he remained until 21 March returning to the 1st Military Hospital at Sutton Veny.  On 22 April was discharged from hospital to No. 5 Group at Weymouth.
Sapper embarked for discharge in Australia as an invalid on 3 May, 1919 on H.T. Leicestershire.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin he was returning home on 27 May, 1919.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 21 June, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:
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The troops destined for Sydney (2nd Military District) boarded special trains for the journey and arrived at Central Station.  Their home-coming was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 22 August, 1919 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (36997) and the Victory Medal (36430) were issued to Sapper 2418 John Alleyne Fitzherbert, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
John Fitzherbert wrote to Base Records on 12 June, 1935 requesting a copy of his Discharge as it was destroyed.  His particulars were given and address to send was care of F.A. Mullins, East Parade, Sutherland, NSW.  Records sent him their circular and a Statutory Declaration form for a Statement of Service on 3 June, 1935.  He declared at Sutherland on 20 June, 1935 that the circumstances his said Discharge was lost was accidently burnt and the loss was unavoidable and not in the hands of any other person.  A Statement of Service was issued to him from Base Records on 27 June, 1935. 

His address in Electoral Rolls from 1934 to 1937 at Lady Rawson Avenue, National Park, Helensburgh, NSW with the occupation as labourer.

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records and were sent on 6 October, 1948.

John Alleyne Fitzherbert passed away in Randwick Hospital aged 53 years on 31 August, 1949.  Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium with ashes placed niche at 5XK.
His service is commemorated in the New South Wales Garden of Remembrance in the War Cemetery, Rookwood on Wall 10, Panel P.
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The Argus Monday June 23, 1919:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – LEICESTERSHIRE QUOTA


In spite of the bleak weather experienced on Saturday afternoon the Victorian troops who disembarked from the Leicestershire were given a warm welcome by many residents as they were driven over the regular route to the military depot, Sturt-street.  Of the Quota disembarked from the troopship, 310 were for Victoria, 346 for New South Wales, 129 for Queensland, and 35 for Tasmania.


At the pier the troops were welcomed by the State commandant (Brigadier-General Brand) and the staff officer for invalids (Captain E.M. Wright). On arrival at Sturt-street the Victorians were quickly put through the necessary examinations, and by half-past 4 o’clock, three hours after disembarkation, the last man left the depot.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday June 23, 1919:


HOME AGAIN – SOLDIERS BY LEICESTERSHIRE


Three hundred and forty-seven returned New South Wales soldiers and a number of Queenslanders who had been brought from England by the troopship Leicestershire reached Sydney yesterday morning.  They came by special trains from Melbourne.  The contingent included about 60 reservists for this State—men who had been “called home” shortly after the start of the war.


Although the trains were nearly an hour late, there was no grumbling in or near the Anzac Buffet as the wait in the sunshine was more pleasing than otherwise.  Red Cross Voluntary Aids met the returned men at the Central Railway Station with the customary gifts of flowers and cigarettes.  After morning tea on the station, the Queenslanders left for Brisbane.		


The men for this State were conveyed in Red Cross motor cars to the Anzac Buffet.  It was about 10 o’clock when the first car entered the gates of the enclosure.  						
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Sir George Fuller, Chief Secretary, represented the State Government first at the railway station and afterwards at the buffet.  Major-General Lee, State Commandant, who had been at the railway station from 9 o’clock, visited the buffet after the departure of the Queenslanders. 
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His plaque in the NSW Garden or Remembrance, Sydney


Photo sourced from Dept of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








