SAPPER WILLIAM HANLON FISHER

2350 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

William Hanlon Fisher was born in Gladstone, Queensland on November 30, 1886 the eldest child of seven of Alexander and Margaret (nee Hanlon) Fisher.  Attended Gladstone State School then studied at the Technical College in Mount Morgan, Qld and later he was employed by the Railway Department in Sydney, NSW.

At the Board of Health Recruiting Depot in Sydney, NSW on November 29, 1915 the twenty-nine year old passed the medical examination for enlistment abroad.  On January 4, 1916 he applied at Liverpool Camp near Sydney where Attestation Forms were completed.  Described as 163cms (5ft 4ins) tall, weighing 47kgs (105lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-87cms (33-34ins).  Complexion was pale with blue eyes and fair hair and passed the eye test with good vision.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin was his father Mr A. Fisher, Town Clerk, Gladstone, Qld.   He married Nea May Edwards in 1916 who became his next-of-kin and her residence was 38 Pittwater Road, Manly, Sydney, NSW.

Basic training commenced and was allotted on February 10, 1916 to ‘B Coy’ 4th Battalion for further instruction until assigned to the 2nd Reinforcements, Mining Corps.  His regimental number was 2350 in the rank of Sapper.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Etaples marching in to the Base Depot on June 1, 1916.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’. This Company took over the control of a large workshop situated in Hazebrouck and eventually attended, with great success, to all matters connected with their title throughout the 2nd Army Section.

On July 18, 1916 he was temporarily attached to the 2nd Army Workshops in Bailleul through the C.O. of the 1st /2nd Cornwall Regiment, Royal Engineers then rejoined his Unit on July 23.

Sapper was attached to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining Company on October 7, 1916 and taken on strength on October 30.

Service continued without incident until May 10, 1917 when he was accidentally injured suffering burns to his face and admitted to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station.  The following day was conveyed on A.T.21 entering the 13th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne.  An inquiry into the accident was made by the Commanding Officer who certified the following:



Admitted 10/5/17 15th C.C.S.  Effects of heat, burns to face; Serious but….not interfere



with his future efficiency as a soldier.  Claims in performance of his duty.  C.O. certifies:

(a) 10.5.17

(b) Workshop Hazebrouck

(c) Electrician

(d) No – not to blame
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The Medical Officer officially advised of his death on May 25, 1917 and next-of-kin had been notified a few days earlier on May 22.  A copy of his service was made for War Pensions on May 30. 

News of his demise and tributes to his life were published in several Queensland newspapers:
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A Field Service Report was made on June 13, 1917 in accordance with the Hospital Report.

On July 2, 1917 an inquiry was received at Base Records from organisers requesting particulars for the Manly Memorial in Sydney.

A Pension to Mrs Nea May Fisher was granted from July 25, 1917 of $4 (£2) per fortnight. 

There were no personal effects in his Kit to be returned home. 

The Branch Secretary of the Bowra Branch of the Aust Natives Association Lodge No. 9 Glebe, Sydney wrote on August 6, 1917 requesting a Death Certificate as Sapper Fisher was a member and the address of next-of-kin.  Base Records replied on August 14 stating that the necessary official documents had not been received from abroad and the request was noted for compliance at the earliest possible date.  The address of Mrs Fisher was also included.  

Official confirmation was dated November 16, 1917 and a Report on his Death was sent to the Secretary A.N.A. Lodge and Mrs Fisher from Base Records.
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Application for photographs of his grave was transmitted to next-of-kin on December 16, 1919 and photos in triplicate were dispatched on June 21, 1920.  

The Officer of the Australian Graves Services at Australia House, Strand, London W.C.2 was visited by C.S.M. Arnott Moody DCM, of the A.E.M.M.B.C. before he left for Australia and handed the sum of £1.13.0.  This amount had been collected by the men of that Company for a memorial wreath to be placed on Sapper Fisher’s grave.  The Immigration Commissioner, Mr W.T. Sharp passed on the amount to Base Records and a wreath was accordingly purchased, despatched to France and placed over his grave in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery.   A photo of this gesture was sent to his widow on November 24, 1920.  

A Circular regarding War Graves was sent to Mrs Fisher and a chaser followed on October 18, 1921.

For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 2350 William Hanlon Fisher, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company, received the British War Medal (35033) which was forwarded to the Commandant 2nd Military District on December 9, 1921 to distribute to his widow and the Victory Medal (34799).  The latter was posted to his wife on February 24, 1923 and delivery receipted on February 28.

The pamphlet ‘Where The Australians’ Rest’ was posted to Mrs N.M. Fisher on January 10, 1922 along with the Memorial Scroll (323746).  This was receipted on January 24, 1922.  The Memorial Plaque (323746) was sent to the 2nd Military District on August 17, 1922 for distribution to his widow.  This was received on June 18, 1923.

Base Records wrote to Mrs Fisher on May 3, 1922 advising that the white marble tablet placed on her husband’s grave by the Imperial War Graves Commission could not be regarded as a permanent memorial and proposed to replace it with their standard headstone.  Should she desire the memorial in question could be laid flat on the grave after the erection of the headstone.  No personal inscription had been submitted and a suggestion given:

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

SAPPER W.H. FISHER

AUST E.E.M COY

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE

18 MAY 1917

They stated that regimental particulars would be engraved leaving room for a short personal inscription from her.  Advice has been forwarded to her on 1.2.22 and would she kindly complete Form A as the War Grave Commission was desirous to reach finality on this.  Base Records again forwarded this letter on June 14, 1922.  Base Records advised London with a memorandum that details had been conveyed to his widow and should she advise them of her wishes they would be notified.

Mrs N.M. Fisher wrote from “Glenairlie”, Burwood Road, Belmore, NSW on July 16, 1922 stating that she desired the tablet to be laid flat on the grave after the War Graves Commission’s headstone was erected.  Form A was completed sanctioning the inscription but the officer noted ‘appoints signature in that of soldier’s brother’.

A letter to London was sent on July 21, 1922 in reference to the memorandum of July 13 advising that Mrs Fisher intimated her desire to have the white marble tablet laid flat on the grave after the permanent headstone was erected. Also furnished was her personal inscription from Memorial Form A which would be mailed under separate cover with other forms:

“Just when his life and hopes were best
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In loving memory”

On November 29, 1923 official confirmation to Mrs N.M. Fisher “Glenairlie”, Burwood Road, Belmore, NSW of the location of her husband’s grave was now Plot 4, Row B, Grave No. 28.  
They explained that his actual burial place had not changed but in order to present a more uniform layout of the cemetery its registration had been altered.

His name is commemorated on the Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company’s Employees Roll of Honour Board.
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LEST WE FORGET
His younger brother also served.

PRIVATE / SIGNALLER ALEXANDER REGINALD FISHER

2168A – 52nd & 49th Battalions

Born in Gladstone, Qld on February 3, 1893 Alexander Reginald Fisher was fourth child of Alexander & Margaret Fisher.  He was employed as a Night Officer with the Railway.  

At the Bundaberg Recruiting Depot on March 29, 1916 he enlisted for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination the twenty-three year old completed Attestation papers which reveal his personal particulars of height at 174cms (5ft 8½ins), weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest measurement of (33-35½ins).  Fresh was his complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious denomination.  Next-of-kin initially nominated was his mother Mrs Margaret Fisher of West End, Gladstone and later changed to his father Mr A. Fisher, Town Clerk, Gladstone, Qld.  He was sworn in the same day.

On April 4, 1916 commenced basic training with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Camp, Brisbane, Qld until May 5 when he was transferred to the 4th Reinforcement to the 52nd Battalion.  His regimental number was 2168.

The troops departed from Brisbane on August 16, 1916 on the transport A42 Boorara and arrived at Plymouth, England on October 13, 1916 for further training.  He was sent to the Isolation hospital on October 23 remaining until November 5 and returned to the No. 3 Command Depot.  On November 21 left the No. 3 C.D. for the 13th Training Brigade.

The men departed from Folkstone for France on board the ship S.S. Arundel on December 12, 1916 arriving at the 4th Aust Divisional Base Depot four days later.  He was taken on strength with the 52nd Battalion on December 19, 1916.  Due to duplication his regimental number was changed to 2168A.

Service continued until he was sick in the field from April 26 and returned to duty a day later on April 27, 1917.  Later that year he was admitted to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station on October 1, 1917 with a bruised shoulder then conveyed on A.T.20 to Boulogne entering the 2nd Aust General Hospital.  On October 2 he was transferred to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydel and admitted to the Devon Volunteer Aid Detachment Hospital at Exeter with a slight bruised shoulder.

Base Records advised his parents on October 18, 1917 that their son was admitted to the above hospital suffering a mild contusion to his shoulder from an accident and the address for correspondence with him. 

Soldier was discharged to furlough on November 7, 1917 and report on November 21 to the Depot at Sutton Veny Camp.  He marched in with B1a4 class debility. 

His name appeared in the Morning Bulletin Rockhampton on Monday November 19, 1917 among those on the casualty list:
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A copy of his Service was made for Pension Department on January 9, 1918.

He moved to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill on January 16, 1918.  This changed on January 28 to the 15th Training Brigade at Codford where he was assigned to a course of instruction on Signalling with the 4th Division Signalling School.

Around May 21 he proceeded overseas from Folkstone to France to reinforce the 49th Battalion and arrived at the Aust Infantry Base Depot at Havre on May 22 and joined his unit on May 24, 1918.  He was taken on strength on May 29, 1918.

Private Alexander Fisher was killed in action on August 11, 1918 in the field and was buried in an isolated grave just west of Bray-sur-Somme, 4¾ miles S.S.E. of Albert.  Next-of-kin were notified of the death of their twenty-five year old son.

He had made a Will leaving his personal estate to his Mother, Margaret Fisher. 
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The Capricornian on Saturday August 16, 1919 advertised on behalf of his family:

His personal effects were brought home on the transport Sardinia on February 28, 1919 but there were no personal items found in his Kit.

On March 4, 1920 triplicate photos of his grave were sent to his family.

Private / Signaller 2168A Alexander Reginald Fisher, 52nd and 49th Battalions was awarded the British War Medal (45223) and the Victory Medal (44706) for his supreme sacrifice.  The War Medal was sent on March 18, 1921 to the Commandant 1st Military District for distribution and the Victory Medal posted to his father on March 22, 1923.

The Memorial Scroll (439434) was forwarded to his father on July 15, 1921 and the Memorial Plaque (439434) November 14, 1922.

A Statement of Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Department on September 3, 1935.

His grave is located in Cote 80 French National Cemetery, Etinehem, France in Row D grave no. 14.
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LEST WE FORGET

Their sister also served.

SISTER MARY ELLEN FISHER  

Aust Army Nursing Service – Royal Red Cross Decoration 2nd Class

Mary Ellen Fisher was born in Gladstone, Queensland on September 3, 1893 the second eldest daughter and third child of Alexander and Margaret Fisher.  She commenced studies in nursing about 1910 and her address in 1913 was Brisbane Hospital with the occupation of a nurse.

On June 12, 1916 she applied to enlist after receiving permission from the hospital for active service abroad.  The twenty-five year olds qualifications were five years nursing obtaining the position of Head Nurse and also acting matron while at the Brisbane Hospital.  Next-of-kin was her father Mr A. Fisher of Gladstone, Qld and Church of England given as religious faith.

Staff Nurse Fisher embarked from Sydney, NSW on July 14, 1915 on the troopship HMAT A67 Orsova. 
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Staff Nurse Fisher was transferred to France on April 28 taking up duty at the 2nd A.G.H. at Wimereux a day later.  Service continued until leave was granted on January 14, 1918 and returned on January 29.

On September 26, 1918 her second leave was granted and while in London was unable to return to work due to being unfit and rejoined the hospital on September 23.

Three days later she was posted for temporary duty with the Surgical Team at the 49th Casualty Clearing Station at Wimereux.  

While there she was promoted to Sister on October 1, 1918.

On October 26, 1918 Sister Fisher was posted for temporary duty with the No. 1 Surgical Team at the 46th C.C.S. in the field remaining until November 3 when they moved to the 50th C.C.S.  She was there when Peace was declared.

After cessation of hostilities on November 15, 1918 she was posted back to the 2nd A.G.H.

Sister Fisher was awarded on New Year’s Day, 1919 for her nursing service the Royal Red Cross, 2nd Class.

She left for Paris on leave on February 2, 1919 and rejoined on February 28.  On March 14 Sister Fisher proceeded to report to the Matron at the Aust Army Nursing Service in London.  A fortnight later on February 28, 1919 she was attached to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Southall.

On May 15, 1919 embarked on the H.T. Ypiringa for the voyage to Australia as Sister-in-Charge of Nursing Staff.  Next-of-kin were advised on June 16, 1919 that she was on her way home.  

The letter also stated this had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette on May 23, 1919


The ship docked in Melbourne, Vic (3rd M.D.) on July 7, 1919.

Her name was placed on the Army Nursing Service, Aust Military Forces Reserve List on July 16, 1919 in accordance with instructions dated 7 April 1916.  Medical Board proceedings were attached.

1st Military District advised Base Records on September 9, 1919 that approval for Sister Fisher’s termination date was September 5, 1919 and not August 29, 1919 as had previously been advised.

Her appointment was terminated in Brisbane, Qld (1st M.D.) on September 5, 1919 on termination of her period of enlistment.

As well as her Royal Red Cross 2nd Class decoration Sister Mary Ellen Fisher was also entitled to wear the British War Medal (5024) and the Victory Medal (4956) for serving her country.

The address given by her mother on the information Circular of her deceased brothers’ states she was at 17th Aust General Hospital, Enoggera, Brisbane.  
In 1925 she was Matron at the Grange Hill Hospital, Gregory Terrace, Brisbane.

In 1958 she was living at 5 Lord Street, Gladstone, Qld and her sister Lilian Julia Fisher, also a trained nurse, resided with her from 1963 to 1968.  Mary Ellen is still at that address up to 1980.

A Statement of Service was issued to the Repatriation Department in Melbourne, Vic on May 4, 1962.

Her WW1 military documents record Mary Ellen died on October 5, 1981 aged 92 years.  She was cremated at Gladstone Cemetery, her ashes at Position 26, Row 5, section A.
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Photo of headstone and Boulogne Cemetery


by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project
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On May 18, 1917 Sapper Fisher died at about 8 a.m. from accidental injuries, suffering severe burns to his face, at the Stationary Hospital.  His was interred in Boulogne Eastern Cemetery in Plot 4, Row F in Grave No. 83.





On 10 May 1917, No.2350 Sapper William Fisher, an electrician working in the workshop at Hazebrouck, was badly burned, possibly due to an electrical discharge.  He was taken to the 13th Stationary Hospital at Boulogne.


	As if to compound the tragedy, Fisher’s sister Mary was working as a nurse at the 3rd Australian Auxiliary Hospital in nearby Wimereux.  She visited her badly injured brother and, given her training, recognised the gravity of his plight.  Victor Morse met her six weeks after the accident.  She told him that, as soon as she had seen her brother, she knew he had little chance of surviving.  Her prognosis proved correct and on 18 May, he succumbed to his injuries.			The Lightning Keepers, Damien Finlayson – p.90





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Tuesday May 29, 1917:


DIED AT THE FRONT


The Town Clerk, Mr A. Fisher, received a cablegram last week advising him of the death of his son, Sapper W.H. Fisher.  The deceased was in the engineering and electrical corps.  He was married just before his departure, and the sympathy of all will be extended to his widow and relatives.  It is understood that Sapper Fisher died of illness.





The Brisbane Courier May 30, 1917:


PERSONAL NOTES


Mr A. Fisher, town clerk, Gladstone, received a cablegram last week advising the sad news of the death of his son, Sapper W.H. Fisher.  The deceased, who was a great favourite in Gladstone and district, was in the Engineering and Electrical Corps, and had a brilliant career in his studies prior his departure.





The Queenslander Saturday June 2, 1917:


Mr A. Fisher, town clerk, Gladstone, received a cablegram last week advising the sad news of the death of his son, Sapper W.H. Fisher.  The deceased, who was a great favourite in Gladstone and district, was in the Engineering and Electrical Corps, and had a brilliant career in his electrical studies prior to enlisting.  He was married just before departure. 										


Contd. 























continues


Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Friday June 15, 1917:


LOCAL AND GENERAL NEWS


Mr A. Fisher, of Gladstone, has received a cable from his daughter, Nurse M. Fisher, despatched from France, announcing the death of her brother Sapper W.H. Fisher, says the “Gladstone Observer.”  Sapper Fisher was thirty years of age, and was a member of the engineering and electrical corps.  He enlisted in Sydney on 30th November, 1915 and was in the Liverpool Camp until he sailed from Australia on 1st April, 1916.  He proceeded straight to France and for nearly a year played a noble part in the firing line.  He was born in Gladstone and was educated at the local State School.  At a later stage he went to Mount Morgan and studied at the Technical College in the electrical engineering course.  	


While in Mount Morgan he made rapid progress and was successful in winning many prizes during his electrical studies.  In 1910 he went to Sydney, where he worked at the coronation electric illuminations and for the Colonial Sugar Refining Company.  In 1910 he joined the Railway Department, from where he enlisted after serving five years.  He was married shortly before joining the colours.  Sapper Fisher was a splendid type of young and vigorous manhood, and the pity of it, it is the type that is being so ruthlessly exterminated in this awful year.  He lived a wholesome and useful life and nobly died in a great cause.  What man could do better?





Morning Bulletin Rockhampton on Saturday May 18, 1918 published his family’s tribute:


ROLL OF HONOUR


FISHER—In loving memory of our dear Son and Brother Sapper W.H. Fisher, who died in Boulogne, France May 18th, 1917


Never shall his memory die.


(Inserted by his loving Father, Mother Sisters and Brothers)





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris











Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Employees’ Roll of Honour


held at Mt Morgan Mine Office


Photo sourced from Qld Memorials Register website – photo Dennis Stocks & Doug Tanner





AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES


LIST NO 353


Injured:   A.R. Fisher (Gladstone)                                 			                  	     Article abridged





ROLL OF HONOUR


FISHER—In proud and loving memory of our dear son and brother, Sig. Alexander Reginald Fisher, 49th, late 52nd Battalion, who was killed at Bray, France, August 11th, 1918.





Photo of headstone and Cote 80 Cemetery by kind permission of
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Photo sourced from www.findagrave.com


added by Gary Parsons





Orders were issued she was to be transferred to Dartford and on October 30, 1915 commenced duty at the Tooting Military Hospital.  After twelve months orders arrived on October 10 she was to be transferred to Dartford taking up duties with the 3rd Aust General Hospital on October 19, 1916.  On November 25 she fell ill with influenza and returned to duty on December 4, 1916. 





Staff Nurse Fisher was transferred to France on April 28 taking up duty at the 2nd A.G.H. at Wimereux a day later.  Service continued until leave was granted on January 14, 1918 and returned on January 29.








Furlough was granted from February 2, 1917 and returned on February 15 to Dartford.





Group portrait of members of the Australian Army Nursing Service (AANS) most of whom embarked from Australia on the Orsova during July 1915, outside the Ivanhoe Hotel in London. Identified from left to right, back row: Sisters Inez Clare Cronin; McKinnon; Catherine Christina McSpedden; Alice Tryphens le Mesurier (Messurier); Hannah Coonan; Victoria Dorothy Christenson; Annie McHardy; Toan. Fourth row: Sisters Wildash; Wearne (probably Dorothy Wearne); Kathleen Byrne; Florence Laura Lewis; Catherine McGillivray; Elizabeth Grover; Emily Cornelia Parish; Amelia Uren; Catherine Temby Uren; Kathleen L Walker; I Walker. Third row: Sisters Kennedy; Florence Vines; Neta Burns; Pearl Lottie Trayhurn (later Mrs Harry Jackson); Dorothea Mary Agnes Burkitt; Grace Lacy Love; Neta May Smallwood; Bartlett; Fanny Isabella Hammersley; Leitch; Violet Grace Jenkins; Marchant; Ivy Norma Kathleen Ritchie; Laura May Begley; Catherine Louie Harden; Alice Bull; Edith Jones. Second row: Sisters Ryan; Ethel Buchanan; Moffat; Elanor Edith Moore; Rachael Clouston; Collins; Ina Mary Were; Mary Ellen Fisher; Mary Morton McAnene; Matthers; Taylor (probably Ruth Stewart Taylor); Lillian May Clarke; Catrina Dawson; Beatrix Myra Thompson; Helen Kidder Gilham; Odgers; Ellen Mary Ellis; Violet Irene Clarke; Elsie Dora Smith; Annie Florence Roberts; Daisy Valerie Corkhill. Front row: Sisters Adeline Beatrice Gertrude Priestley; Laura Mary Lyne (Lyme); Ruth Stewart Taylor; Catherine Munro; Helena Caroline Symons (Symonds); Mary Eveline Nicholson; Gertrude Francis Moberley; Humphries; Matron Ethel M Strickland; Matron Alice Mary Cooper; Sisters Florence Mary Mulholland; Maggie Jones; Ida Marie Axelsen (Axelson); Alice Jane Camac (Carnac); Kitson; Winnifred Jane Smith.





AWARDED THE ROYAL RED CROSS DECORATION


2nd CLASS


	“HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to award the Royal Red Cross to the undermentioned lady of the Nursing Service in recognition of her valuable services with the armies in France and Flanders.


Staff-Nurse	MARY ELLEN FISHER





Base Records advised her father on June 26, 1919 of the conspicuous services rendered by his daughter with the A.A.N.S. which was published in the London Gazette Supplement.  The Citation reads:








Alexander				William				Mary


Photo sourced from www.findagrave.com - added by Gary Parsons





Instituted in 1883, the Royal Red Cross (RRC) was the first example of an Order exclusively for women. Men became eligible only in 1976. The RRC was last awarded to an Australian in 1982. No Australian men received the Royal Red Cross or Royal Red Cross (second class).


It is awarded to members of the officially recognised nursing services without restriction to rank who have 'shown exceptional devotion or competency in performance of nursing duties with the Army in the field, or in Naval and Military or Air Force hospitals or in an Auxiliary War hospital over a continuous or long period or who has performed some exceptional act of bravery or devotion to the post of duty'.


Royal Red Cross is awarded in two levels - First Class with post-nominal RRC and for a lesser degree of service in a Second Class (known as the Associate) with post-nominal ARRC.











