SAPPER JOHN FISHER
104 – 1st Tunnelling Company
John Fisher stated he was born in Dunedin, parish of Invercargill, New Zealand on 21 March, 1864 the son of Thomas and Margaret (nee Blakie/Blaikie) Fisher.  His father died in 1887 and his mother in 1883.  In 1890 he was residing at Arnold Road, Greymouth, West Coast, N.Z. working as a labourer.  Military experience was gained from three years with the New Zealand Volunteers.  He came to New South Wales, Australia to Helensburgh and married on 12 January, 1893 to Louise S. Hammond at the Holy Redeemer Anglican Church.
The following injury was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 13 November, 1915 the married coal miner gave his age as forty-three years but was closer to fifty-one in age and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7¼ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins) and had a sallow complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Presbyterian was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Louise Fisher of Helensburgh, NSW and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Casula camp, near Liverpool on November 15.
Basic training commenced with the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps who were in their establishment phase preparing for embarkation abroad.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 104.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  
The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.
A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.  The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company.

On 25 May, 1916 he went to the 8th Field Ambulance at West Oatres suffering rheumatism moving a day later by Ambulance Train no.4 to the No. 26 General Hospital at Etaples with myalgia (muscular pain).  
Sapper embarked from Calais for England on the hospital ship Cambria on 3 June, 1916 and admitted to the Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.  Was discharged from the County of Middlesex War Hospital, Hepsbery on 22 August, 1916 with class B debility and taken on strength at the No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth. 
Due to Rheumatism Sapper Fisher embarked from Portland, England on 17 October, 1916 on board H.T. Ajana.  Base Records would have advised his wife he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 17 December, 1916.  News of their arrival was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 17 February, 1917 as medically unfit.  The British War Medal (33168) and the Victory Medal (32753) were issued to Sapper 140 John Fisher, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The 2nd Military District wrote to Base Records on 19 February, 1917 informing them that the soldiers had been discharged as consequence of medical unfitness on 17 February, 1917.

In 1930 he and his wife were still residents at Helensburgh and he was a miner.  
Legal proceedings against insulting language were reported in the:



Outcome of a compensation case was published in the:


From 1934 to 1937 they were listed at Hay Street, Helensburgh with the same occupation.

Base Records received a request from the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission for copies of his service records which were forwarded on 5 March, 1936.

John Fisher passed away on 19 December, 1937 aged 73 years.  Family arrangements were published in the: 

Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Helensburgh Cemetery.
A small obituary was published in the:

Mrs Louisa Fisher died on 10 November, 1945 at 75 years of age.
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Illawarra Mercury Wednesday October 29, 1902:


CURRENT EVENTS – WRESTLING ACCIDENT


John Fisher, a miner, was engaged in a wrestling match at Helensburgh on Saturday night, when he fractured his left leg in two places.  He was taken to Sydney by train and conveyed by the Civil Ambulance from Redfern station to Prince Alfred Hospital, when he was admitted by Dr. Darling for treatment.





Daily Commercial News and Shipping List Monday December 18, 1916:


AJANA FROM LONDON


On arrival at Sydney yesterday from London, via ports, the steamer Ajana took up a discharging berth at the F. and S. wharf, Darling Harbour.





Illawarra Mercury Friday 6 February, 1931:


INSULTING WORDS


John Fisher proceeded against Robinson Dawson for using insulting words at Helensburgh, on January 28.


Dawson pleaded not guilty.


Mr C. Penny appeared for the complainant.


John Fisher, miner, of Walker Street, Helensburgh deposed: On January 28 I saw the defendant in the billiards room of the Helensburgh Workmen’s Club.  Defendant approached me and said “You --- pommy ---and your wife’s no different.”  


Contd.





Continues:


I had said nothing to him, nor did I say anything afterwards.  He was under the influence of liquor, and I gave him no provocation to use the language.  We had always been the best of friends.


To defendant: I suppose I swear as much as the next man.


William Wilson Cooper, draper, Helensburgh, deposed that he knew both parties.  On January 28, he heard Dawson use insulting word to Fisher.  The words were used on the steps of the Club.


Defendant elected to give no evidence.


His Worship imposed a fine of £2, £2/2/0 professional costs, 8/- court costs, in default 21 days.





Illawarra Mercury Friday August 19, 1932:


WORKERS’ COMPENSATION COMMISSION – WOLLONGONG – TUESDAY


In the matter of a determination between John Fisher and Metropolitan Coal Coy. Ltd.  Award for £1/10/0 from 3/3/32 during incapacity.





Labor Daily (Sydney) Tuesday December 21, 1937:


DEATHS


FISHER—December 19, 1937, at his residence 20 Hay Street, Helensburgh, John Fisher on his 73rd year.  Late A.I.F.


FUNERALS


FISHER—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs LOUISA FISHER and FAMILY are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved HUSBAND, their dear FATHER and FATHER-IN-LAW, John Fisher; to leave his late residence 30 Hay Street, Helensburgh, THIS (Tuesday) AFTERNOON at 3 o’clock for Church of England Cemetery, Helensburgh.





Their Plaque in Helensburgh Cemetery, NSW


Photo sourced from Billion Graves website





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday December 24, 1937:


WEEK BY WEEK


Mr. John Fisher, of Hay-street, Helensburgh, died on Sunday.  He was in his 73rd year.  He leaves a widow and family.  The funeral took place on Tuesday, the remains being interred in Helensburgh C. of E. cemetery.








