SAPPER HUBERT FISHER

998 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Hubert Fisher was born in Campden, Gloucester, England about 1885 the son of James and Fanny Fisher.  

In 1901 his family were residing in Kitchen Lane, Broad Campden and consisted of James Ivins (62) widower and ordinary agricultural labourer, Fanny Fisher (58) widow, housekeeper, and sons John (21) wheel finisher, Hubert (15) ord. agricultural labourer and Edgar (11).

Military experience was gained from two years with the V.B. Gloucester Regiment and two months with the Gloucester Regiment.

Hubert came to Australia on the Orient liner Omrah departing from London to Western Australia on July 17, 1914.  During the voyage war was declared.  Shipping details to Fremantle were:

Fisher, Hubert   Fitter  (28)  Country - England

News of the vessel’s arrival was published in:

[image: image1.jpg]



At the recruiting depot at Mount Magnet, Kalgoorlie district, W.A. on October 9, 1915 the thirty year old unmarried labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Attestation forms were completed which stated he was 182cms (5ft 11½ins) tall, weighing 73.6kgs (162lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-97cms (33½-38ins).  Complexion was fair with grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were moles on back left arm and one in right arm.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs F. Fisher of Broad Campden, Gloucestershire, England.  

A medical examination note was Varicocele (varicose veins in scrotum) on left side – removable to enlistment.  His papers were marked ‘fit – subject to varicocele operation’.  A further notation was made as ‘fit 18th November.’  He signed and took the “Oath of Enlistment” at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on November 19, 1915.   

He arrived at the camp on November 17, 1915 and allotted to the 36th Depot Battalion in the rank of Private until November 23 when transferred to the Mining Corps.

Recruiting for the Miners’ Corps officially began on December 1st, 1915 and Private Fisher was placed for basic training at the Helena Vale camp at Blackboy Hill, W.A. with the newly forming Corps.  

The Unit’s title was the No.3 Company with a major portion of No.3 Company recruited by 2nd Lt. L.J. Coulter, A.I.F. who was sent from N.S.W. to W.A. for that purpose.  

They were made up to strength with 1 Officer and 274 Other Ranks and embarked from Fremantle, W.A. 
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On December 18, 1915 the company sailed for Sydney, NSW on board the troopship SS Indarra.  His name appears on the passenger list which was published in:


On Boxing Day (Dec 26th), 1915 the Unit arrived in Sydney and marched into Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW. They were joined by the 4th Section of the Tasmanian Miners, bringing the establishment strength up to 15 officers and 349 Other Ranks under the command of 2nd Lieutenant L.J. Coulter.

Mining Corps Units from all Military districts came together at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW to complete training as a Corps.  Fisher was assigned the regimental number 998 in the rank of Sapper and remained in No.3 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Four sections of the No. 3 Company were dispersed to various sectors for instructional training.  The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field on December 18, 1916.

Sapper Fisher was wounded in action on July 1, 1916 receiving a gunshot wound to his arm and left leg and taken to the No. 7 Casualty Clearing Station the next day.  He departed Lady Hadfield Anglo-American hospital in Wimereux on July 9 leaving from Boulogne for England on the hospital ship Stad Antwerpen and admitted to Wharcliffe Military Hospital, Sheffield for treatment of gunshot wounds arms and left leg.

On September 2, 1916 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield, Middlesex then discharged on September 5 to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  On September 24 marched into No. 3 camp at Parkhouse.

Sapper proceeded overseas to France from the Engineer’s Details Camp on October 15, 1916 marching in to the Aust General Base Depot four days later.  After seven days he left the Depot entering the 24th General Hospital with mumps.  He returned to the Reinforcements Base Depot at Etaples on November 14 and left to rejoin his unit arriving on November 20, 1916.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following on July 25, 1917.



Crime:

When on Active Service hesitating to obey a Company Order 24/7/17



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]

Sapper was wounded in action for the second occasion on September 5, 1917 suffering gas poisoning.  The following is the extract from the Unit Diary of the 3rd Tunnelling Company for that day:

“On 5.9.17 the following were gassed at Nizam Trench, Hill 70: -

1046 Sgt Jamieson, W.G.
  998 Spr  Fisher, H. 

1297  Spr   Tester, A.P.M.

  991 Spr Eddison, J.J.

2409   “    Springfield, C.E. 
1292   “    Vidacovich, G.A.

1129   “   Porter, H.

1281   “    Hoy, H. 

6776   “   Warren, L.A. 


4360   “   Howe, C.

4458   “    Richards, W. 

4315   “     Duffy, J.

1314   “   Fowler, A.G.

1101   “    McIndoe, S.W. 
5793   “   McLean, W.”

5009   “   McKiernan, W.
6813   “    Edwards, A.E.

He was taken to the 16th Field Ambulance then moved to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station for further treatment.  Two days later went by barge entering on September 8 the 7th General Hospital at St Omer.  On September 16 was discharged to Base Details then rejoined his unit the following day.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in:


He was issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad on February 20, 1918.

In a Thank-you letter for the Comfort Fund gifts he was a recipient with members of the Company and was reprinted in the:


In an Audit of the Company on April 26, 1918 he was noted to be still with his unit.

On June 16, 1918 was detached to duty with the 1st Army Mine School marching into the 1st Army Headquarters.  He was recorded still at the 1st Army Mine School on August 6, 1918 and rejoined his Unit from detachment on October 14, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges by defusing booby traps left by the enemy.

Went sick on Christmas Eve 1918 to the 14th Field Ambulance and two days later transferred to the 13th C.C.S. with Rheumatic Fever (complication of strep throat and can cause damage to the heart).  On December 28 was conveyed on Ambulance Train 42 entering the 6th General Hospital the next day.  Transported on A.T.22 on New Year’s Day, 1919 to the 56th General Hospital but four days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Brighton and admitted to the Northamptonshire War Hospital in Duston with the illness noted as rheumatism.  

On January 27, 1919 was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford.

At the Congregational Church, Oughtibridge, Wortley on February 5, 1919 Hubert Fisher (33) married by License to Lily Morton (27) of Zion Terrace, Oughtibridge, daughter of fruiterer Eli Morton.  The ceremony was conducted by Minister J.A. Halfpenny in the rites of the Congregationalist Church. 

He was discharged to furlough on February 12, 1919 and to report to the No.2 Command Depot, Dartford but did not report.  The Orderly Room, Administration Headquarters were advised on February 17 he was A.W.L. but on February 24 excused his lateness and granted an extension of leave until March 3, 1919 due to the Depots being full.  

In Casualty List No. 458 he was listed and published in the:


A further extension of leave to March 10 was also granted and he marched into the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth from furlough on that date.  

On May 20 he left No. 5 Group camp for the Demobilisation Depot at St George’s Square, London and was taken on strength of A.I.F. Headquarters.

Leave was granted for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay only on May 21, 1919 to attend Fraser and Chalmers Engineering Works in East Kent.  On expiration of NME on September 21, 1919 he returned to Headquarters and was retransferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company.  Two days later was granted indefinite leave.  He was still on this leave on January 21, 1920.

After demobilisation and accompanied by his wife, Sapper Fisher embarked for Australia on the H.T. Bahia Castillo on April 17, 1920.  The ship arrived at Fremantle (5th Military District) on June 10, 1920.  News of the ship’s arrival was printed in:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on August 17, 1920 as medically unfit.

Sapper 998 Hubert Fisher, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (8109) and the Victory Medal (8075).

Their address in 1925 was 46 Waverley Street, Subiaco with his occupation as mechanic.  From 1936 onwards it was listed as 26 Waverley Street with other details remaining the same.

A Statement of Service was requested by the Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and sent on December 3, 1936.

Hubert Fisher passed away on May 10, 1971 aged 87 late of Shenton Park.  Cremation took place at Karrakatta Crematorium and ashes placed in the Crematorium Rose Garden at Site 19 in position 32.

In the Perth War Cemetery, Nedlands in the Garden of Remembrance his name is commemorated with a plaque on Wall 10 in Row H.  It reads:

A.I.F.

998 Sapper

H. Fisher

3 Tunnelling Company

10-5-1971 age 70
No.3 Company recruits at Blackboy Hill, 3 December 1915 & on Parade - 16 December 1915


Photos courtesy Graeme Williams, grandson of 1202 Spr Charles Williams – 3ATC





The Daily News Tuesday August 18, 1914:


ACTIVITY AT COLOMBO


When the R.M.S. Omrah arrived at Fremantle this morning from Colombo, it was reported that great activity was being shown at Colombo since the news of the declaration of war had been made known.  At least six German cargo boats were under surveillance in the harbor, and it was reported that the cargo of one of these was valued as high as £70,000.  Some of the Colombo officials were apprehensive that the war news would unsettle the natives, but so far they had remained quite apathetic.


Thirteen Austro-Hungarians, who were travelling to various Australian ports per the R.M.S. Omrah, received the attention of an armed guard this morning.  After the foreigners gathered their belongings together, they were escorted to the camp in Fremantle Park.  They took their surveillance imperturbably.








The West Australian Saturday December 18, 1915:


INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


       The following passengers are booked to leave by the Indarra to-day: Messrs….H. Fisher.


Article abridged








The Daily News Thursday October 4, 1917:


WOUNDED


       Sapper Hubert Fisher, England, second occasion, gas;		


			Article abridged








Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS


MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—998 H. Fisher,


											Article abridged








Western Argus Tuesday March 4, 1919:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION


W.AA. ROLL OF HONOUR


CASUALTY LIST NO 458


The following is the 458th list of casualties among West Australians in the A.I.F., men whose rank is not mentioned being private soldiers:  998 Spr. Hubert Fisher, England, previously reported wounded:	


	Article abridged








The Daily News Thursday June 10, 1920:


S.S. BAHIA CASTILLO


The s.s. BAHIA CASTILLO returned to Fremantle this morning.  This vessel will long be remembered for the many untoward happenings which marked her previous voyage to Australia.  This time, apparently, there was no room for complaint during the voyage.  The vessel berthed at Victoria Quay shortly after 10.30 this morning.  She had aboard 300 A.I.F. troops, 250 wives and fiancées, 20 ex-A.I.F. men, one being married, and about 40 babies.  Thirty-seven A.I.F. men, four ex-A.I.F., 17 dependants and three children disembarked at Fremantle.  All the passengers aboard were highly delighted at the hospitable treatment meted out to them by the residents of Capetown, at which place they were detained ten days, whilst minor repairs were effected to the machinery.
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