MOTOR DRIVER THOMAS FEWTRELL
756 – 2nd Tunnelling Company / Aust. Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company
Bermondsey, London, England was the birthplace of Thomas Fewtrell in 1873 the son of Charles and Emma Fewtrell.  In 1881 the family were living at 86 Barkworth Road, Camberwell, London who were Charles (48) general labourer, wife Emma (46) and children Mary Ann (19), Louisa (17), Susan (13), Sidney (10), Thomas (8), Katie (6) and Ada (4).

Ten years later in 1891 they were still residents at 86 Barkworth Road and those still living there were Charles (59) (rug dresser) and children Sidney (20) sailor, Thomas (18) leather dresser and Ada (14). 
By 1901 Thomas had married Mary Maria Gingell and living at New Kent Road, Newington were Thomas (28) layer leather factory, Mary (30) and children Sydney Arthur Thomas (6), Hilda Mary (4) and Victor Charles (2).
A decade later in 1911 the family were residing in a five roomed house at 1 Mansion Street, Camberwell S.E. London and citizens of the household were Thomas (39), Mary Maria (41), Sydney Arthur (16) learner engineer, Hilda Mary (14), Victor Charles (12) and Ada M. Lydia (9) surviving twin with Marie Louise having died in 1903. 

At forty years of age Thomas Fewtrell was a general servant on the voyage of the liner Themistocles from London to Sydney, Australia arriving on 1 August, 1913.  He is recorded working as a scullery man on the ship Mindini arriving from the Solomon Islands to Sydney on 13 October, 1913.
At the Board of Health recruiting depot in Sydney, (2nd Military District) the forty-three year old married motor driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination on 9 December, 1915.  Personal particulars taken show his address was 197 Hargreaves Street, Paddington, Sydney and stood 169cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighed 58.6kgs (129lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Forms of Attestation were completed describe him further having a ruddy complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were 5 vaccination scars on his left arm and a tattoo of a basket of flowers on back of right forearm, anchor and wreath on back of his left forearm.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mary Maria Fewtrell, care of Mrs Russell, Post Office, St George’s Road, Packham, London, England and nominated three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.

He reported to Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on December 13, 1915 where he signed and took the Oath of Allegiance and allotted to the No. 2 Company of the Mining Corps who were in establishment phase in preparation for departure.  His rank was Motor Driver with the regimental number 756. 

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 
Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The Captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 29 September, 1916 he was transferred to the Aust. Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company and taken on strength the following day.

His service continued without injury or illness until 15 January, 1917 when he went sick to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station with myalgia (muscular pain) and rejoined his unit on 20 January, 1917.

He reported sick on 3 January, 1918 to the 15th C.C.S. being admitted with malaria and four days later transferred to the 7th General Hospital in Boulogne
Three Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.
After being assessed by the Medical Board and found to have debility he was transferred to England on 31 January, 1918 on the hospital ship St David entering the Endell Street Military Hospital for further treatment.  On 6 February he was transferred to the 3rd Aust. Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford.  Discharged to furlough on 12 February he was to report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on February 26.  Marched in as ordered from Headquarters London.

Motor Driver Fewtrell embarked for discharge in Australia due to malaria, bronchitis and debility on board H.T. Suevic.  The transport docked in Melbourne, Victoria (3rd M.D.) on 7 June, 1918.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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They arrived in Sydney (2nd M.D.) the following day.  
On 2 July, 1918 Victoria Barracks, Sydney informed Base Records in Melbourne that the soldier had returned on HMAT Suevic on 8 June, 1918 and discharged in consequence of medical unfitness.  Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 11 July, 1918 as medically unfit.

Thomas Fewtrell (47) was working as a cook on the Induna which departed Port Adelaide, South Australia for Sydney, NSW on 16 September, 1920 and on the Indiana steamer from Hobart to Sydney leaving on 5 January, 1921.

The Department of Navigation issued a Certificate of Competency to him dated 21 March, 1921 and his address was listed as Athol Street, Leichhardt, Sydney.

The British War Medal (33166) and the Victory Medal (32751) were issued to Motor Driver 756 Thomas Fewtrell, Aust Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company for serving his country. 
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His brother Sidney Fewtrell died in the wreck of the island steamer Sumatra being one of the bodies washed up at Crescent Head near Kempsey, NSW on about 27 June, 1923 having died of exposure at sea from the shipwreck.  His brother Thomas attended the funeral which was announced in the:
A report on his funeral was published in the:
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Thomas Fewtrell travelled to the beach where his brother’s body was found near Kempsey and reported in the:
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A report from the Coroner’s Inquiry was also published in the:

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 3 March, 1936.

Hi wife Mrs Mary Fewtrell died in 1940 in Surrey, England.

Thomas Fewtrell passed away on 2 March, 1942 aged 69 years.  Funeral arrangements were announced in the:
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His grave can be located in the Uniting portion FM section B in position 277 of Botany Cemetery, Sydney, NSW, now referred to as Eastern Suburbs Memorial Park. 
  
REUNIONS

Thomas Fewtrell was a member of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ Anzac Day Reunion and his name and address is listed in their Roll Registers commencing in 1928 and another begun in 1934 for newsletters of their annual function after the Anzac Day March in Sydney, NSW.


1928
T. Fewtrell
12 John Street, Ashfield

1934
Fewtrell, T.
12 John Street, Ashfield
     Remarks: letter returned not known 13/4/35  

changed to: c/o Mrs W.E. Fewtrell, 10 Adam St, Campsie

     returned unknown 1950

His son also served:

CORPORAL SYDNEY THOMAS ARTHUR FEWTRELL

2497 – 75th Brigade Royal Field Artillery
Sydney Arthur Thomas Fewtrell was born on 25 February, 1895 at Colchester, County Essex, England the son of Thomas and Mary Marie (nee Gingell) Fewtrell.   He received his education at the Beresford Street, Higher Grade School and became an engineer.

He enlisted as a single man on 7 September, 1914 to serve with the Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders from 19 August, 1915.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Fewtrell on 3 Goschen Street, Camberwell, London, S.E.
Almost two years later he was wounded in action on 19 August, 1917 at Boesinghe, near Ypres and taken to No. 1 Mobile Hospital, Chirurgicale where on 20 Aug, 1917 succumed to his wounds.  He was 23 years old. The Du Ruvigny’s Roll of Honour 1914-1924 states he was buried at Rousbrugge.  
An officer wrote: “I have lost the best man in my regiment, as it did not matter whatever was to be done, he was always first, and kept his men splendidly.”
For his supreme sacrifice Corporal 2497 Sydney Thomas Arthur Fewtrell, of “D” Battery, 75th Brigade Royal Field Artillery was issued with the British War Medal and the Victory Medal

His grave is located at Bedford House Cemetery in enclosure No. 4, section 11 within row AA in grave no. 10.

LEST WE FORGET
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Herald Friday June 7, 1918: 


SOLDIERS RETURN – MEN GREATLY PLEASE AT WARM WELCOME GIVEN


CHEERED THROUGH THE CITY


Melbourne’s enthusiasm in welcoming the war-worn veterans has not flagged, and when the men of list “E” were carried through the streets by motor cars today, the cheering along the densely packed route was as the most demonstrative of the people’s good will any previous welcome that has taken place in the inception of the Strong Posts movement.


The Victorians were given leave and pay at the barracks.  Men for Queensland and New South Wales left by special train early afternoon and South Australians departed a little late.  The troops for West Australia will remain in Melbourne, for some days and the Tasmanians sailed by the Rotomuhana this afternoon.      


Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Monday July 2, 1923:


FUNERALS


FEWTRELL.—The Friends of the late Mr SYDNEY FEWTRELL (Chief Officer, S.S. Sumatra) are kindly invited to attend his Funeral; to leave Our Parlor, THIS DAY (MONDAY), at 3.15, for Randwick General Cemetery.


W. CARTER, 


Undertaker, Waverley.


FEWTRELL.—The Friends of Mr THOMAS FEWTRELL are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of his beloved Brother, Sydney, to leave Our Parlor THIS DAY (MONDAY), at 3.15, for Randwick General Cemetery.


W. CARTER, Undertaker, Waverley


FEWTRELL.—MASONIC, Lodge Sydney St George, No. 289.—Officers and Members are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Brother, Sydney Fewtrell; to leave Carter’s Parlor, 262 Oxford Street, Woollahra, THIS DAY, at 3.15 for Randwick General Cemetery.


Members take Coogee Train and alight at Alexander Street, assembling at Cemetery Gates, at 4 o’clock.  Regalia at grave.


								EDWIN BISHOP, W.M.


					E.T. DAW, Secretary





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Tuesday July 3, 1923:


HIS LAST WATCH – MR FEWTRELL’S FUNERAL


The funeral of the late Mr Sydney Fewtrell, who was chief officer of the island steamer Sumatra, took place yesterday to the Randwick Cemetery, where the last rites were performed in the presence of a large crowd of mourners.


The casket was borne to the grave on the shoulders of six members of the Sydney St George Lodge, to which the deceased had belonged and was followed by Mr Thomas Fewtrell, a number of family friends, and about 100 Masonic representatives in regalia.


In addition to the burial service of the Church of England, which was read by Chaplain A.J.B. King and Rev. Tomlinson (Assistant-Chaplain to the Rawson Institute for Seamen), the touching farewell address reserved by the Masonic craft for such occasions was recited by Worshipful Brother Bishop (Master of the Sydney St. George Lodge).


The virtues of the late Mr Fewtrell were briefly described by Brother Daw, who had known him intimately for thirty years.  “We [words blurred]” he said, “at the graveside of one, who, in life, was a white man, a true friend, and a good Mason.  In every sense of the word he was a true man, gentle and kind to his friends, and strong and faithful in his calling as a seaman.  So far as I knew—and he and I were as brothers—Sydney Fewtrell was never guilty of a mean action.  His loss is hard to bear for those who loved him but his end was appropriate.  He so lived the sea—and the sea claimed him. Wherever he may be now, he must be untroubled by any fear, for his life, as he ordered it, was straight, clean and manly.  I could not say more of him than this.”


Those at the graveside included Mr Thomas Fewtrell (brother).					Article abridged





Macleay Argus (Kempsey) Tuesday July 10, 1923:


PERSONAL


Mr T. Fewtrell, brother of the late Sidney Fewtrell, spent Sunday and Monday in Kempsey.  Mr J.S. May drove him to Crescent Head to see where the body was found.  Mr Fewtrell cannot express his thanks sufficiently to all who assisted in connection with the finding and funeral arrangements of his brother’s body.





Macleay Argus (Kempsey) Tuesday July 10, 1923:


THE SUMATRA VICTIMS – CORONIAL INQUIRY


Mr P.J. O’Neill, Deputy-Coroner, on Monday completed the enquiry into the finding of the two bodies washed up after the Sumatra wreck—those of Chief Officer Sidney Fewtrell and Captain Edward Bell.  This was opened on June 29th, adjourned till July 3rd, and again adjourned till yesterday morning. Inspector Pritzler conducted the production of the evidence.


Thomas Fewtrell, seaman, of 177 Cleveland-street, Sydney, said deceased was his brother and would be 52 on January 29 next had he lived.  He was a native of London, and a widower with one son, who was on the s.s. Woodarra.  Deceased was about 5ft 6½ins high, of light build below the hips and from there up he was well built.  The description given by witnesses that morning corresponded with that of his brother. He identified the signet ring and watch and guard.  He also identified the clothing, etc., produced, with the exception of the coat.  Witness was present at Peape’s when the suit was purchased on 19/2/19.  Witness last saw his brother alive on Monday, June 25th, at 3 p.m., on the Sumatra.  A piece of timber produced answered of that steamer, being painted a light blue.  Deceased’s life was insured in the People’s Providential Society, Sydney, for £62/10/-.


The Coroner found that the said Sidney Fewtrell, first officer of the s.s. Sumatra, found at Crescent Head beach, on or about the 27th June, 1923, died from exposure in the sea through the wreck of the above steamer.


Constable Porteous, Thos. Fewtrell, and Inspector Pritzler gave evidence


The Coroner recorded a similar finding to that given in the case of Sidney Fewtrell to Captain Edward Bell. 





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday March 3, 1942:


FUNERALS


FEWTRELL.—The Friends of Mr and Mrs WILLIAM CHARLES FEWTRELL, of Brighton Boulevard, North Bondi, are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their UNCLE, Thomas Fewtrell (late 1st A.I.F.); to leave Wheatley’s Parlour THIS TUESDAY, at 10 a.m. for Botany Cemetery.


J.E. WHEATLEY, Funeral Director
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