SAPPER JEAN FERRY

5733 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

France, in 1853 annexed New Caledonia and developed the colony with mineral exploitation, ranching and the establishment of a penal colony from 1864 to 1924 over large areas of native land.  Many French prisoners were deported there.  It is possible his father was brought to work at the Penal colony accompanied by his wife and maybe their children also. 

Jean-Baptiste (Jack/John the Baptist) Ferry stated he was born in Noumea, New Caledonia on 14 February, 1888.  Military training was gained from thirteen months with the 12th Battalion Infantry, New Caledonia until his time expired.  As a nineteen-year-old he worked as a French crew member on the New Caledonia to Sydney, New South Wales voyage on the Nehone arriving on 8 July, 1907.  It is thought that he continued to work on the shipping line between the two countries or other voyages.

He stated he officially came to Australia in 1911 on the steamer Pacific arriving at Sydney and probably made his base there.  The following incident and court proceedings were reported there in the:
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He also was recorded working on the voyage of the Saint Antoine, a 504-ton ship under Captain E. Terrasson from Noumea arriving on 14 May, 1914 to Sydney.  He was twenty-seven-years of age and listed as the 3rd Engineer.  There is J. Ferry leaving for Auckland New Zealand on 22 May, 1914 on the Manuka that could be him in order to reconnect with another ship returning to Sydney.

At the recruiting depot in Adelaide (4th Military District) on 6 January, 1916 the twenty-eight-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 159cms (5ft 2¾ins) tall, weighing 61.8kgs (136lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-93cms (35½-36½ins) and had a fresh complexion with his blue eyes testing to fair vision and brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Louise Ferry, late of Noumea, New Caledonia but present address unknown in France.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken on 7 January, 1916.

Acknowledgement to the volunteers was published in the:


Basic training commenced with B Company, 2nd Depot Battalion the same day until January 15 when moved to the 1st Depot Battalion until 15 March then further instruction with the 6th Reinforcements to the 32nd Battalion.  On 1 April, B Company moved to train to 30 June, 1916.  

The next day was placed with the 8th Reinforcements to the 32nd Battalion until he went sick with a social disease from 4 August until 20 September.  Returning to duty was to be with the 21st Reinforcements to the 10th Infantry but was changed to allotment to the Base Miners Depot on September, 21, 1916.

On 7 October, 1916 was transferred to their training camp at Seymour Victoria joining the November, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5733.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone on 28 January, 1917 on the transport S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 8 February was attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 2 March, 1917.

On 12 February, 1917 Mrs Alice Moore of Kingston Street, Koorinya, Burra, S.A. wrote to Base Records asking for the right address of Sapper Ferry.   Base Records replied on 16 February giving his address for correspondence.

Service continued without illness or injury and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for service twelve months abroad.

Went to the 52nd Field Ambulance with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) on 23 February, 1918 and returned to duty on February 27.

The following day he was wounded in action suffering the effects of shell gas poisoning and taken to the 149th Field Ambulance progressing to the 57th Field Ambulance.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company records the following on the incident:

“Company Headquarters and camp located at YTRES

28/2/18





No 1 Section camp again heavily bombarded, many direct hits on Shelters taking place.  Camp abandoned and men billeted in METZ.  38 cases of gassing.  Total to date from three bombardments 77 cases.  On account of these casualties the work in 2nd Division area being done by No. 1 Section was stopped.

Weather wet. 


Casualties for the month were heavy and chiefly consisted of cases of gassing.  On the 26th and 27th the forward billets of No 1 Section were heavily shelled with gas shells causing 51 hospital cases.  So far none have been fatal.  The gas used was ‘Mustard Oil’ and it is considered that the majority of the cases were caused the days following the shelling, by the sun evaporating the liquid in shell holes etc.  The camp was abandoned.

Report on Gas Shelling Cases

The forward camp (dugouts) occupied by No. 1 Section until the day of 1/3/18 

The enemy bombarded with Gas shells this area and the wood opposite on evenings of the 25/26th 26/27th 28th /1 March.

On the night 25/26th the shelling commenced approximately at 2 a.m. and lasted until 4.15 a.m.  

With the exception of one sapper no one complained of the effects of gas until some considerable time afterwards.  This sapper was in his dugout when same was knocked down by a direct hit from a gas shell, this occurring during the first salvo or two into the Quarry.

Shortly after the bombardment no trace of gas in the vicinity of dugouts could be noticed, but at isolated points on the ridge East and North of the Quarry there was evidence of gas 24 hours later.

Box respirators were inspected as men left each day to go on shift and in every instance found to be O.K. Gas helmet drill was last carried out on 22/2/18.

The same precautions were taken on the evenings of 26th/27th/28th /1st March.

The camp was abandoned on the 28th owing to the danger of further shelling and the gas hanging around this area.

Judging by the times that the men were effected by gas it would appear that with the exception of one sapper that the actual gassing took place some 18 to 24 hours after bombardment either in the vicinity of the camp or whilst proceeding over the gas shelled ridge East of the Quarry to their work.

1/3/18







E.M. Tooth Lieut.”

On 2 March, 1918 was transferred to the 2nd Convalescent Depot at Rouen for ten days then moved to the 3rd Convalescent Depot until March 23 and discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  

His parents were noted to be deceased by Base Records on 26 March, 1918.

He returned to duty on 19 April, 1918.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

Base Records changed his next-of-kin to his friend Mrs Alice Moore of Kingston Street, Kooringa, Burra, S.A. on 30 May, 1919 as his mother was stated to be deceased.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their unit by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 10th to 24th December, 1918.

Discipline was given for the following:



Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 1800hrs 21/2/19 to 0900hrs 24/2/19



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2 [field punishment]


Total forfeiture:
5 day’s pay

He went sick on 18 March, 1919 to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station with a social disease then conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 42 to the 7th General Hospital.  From there was conveyed on the hospital ship St Andrew on March 29 and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for further treatment lasting 111 days.  Was discharged on 8 July and report to A.I.F. Headquarters, London.

On 8 July, 1919 was granted leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay and subsistence to gain experience with shearing machines 1D2 attending the Wolsley Sheep Shearing Machine Co. Birmingham, England from 20 August, 1919.  He was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters in London.  He did not start on the job and was re-transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company with special leave cancelled marching out to the Deputy Assistant Adjutant General’s office for disposal.  After demobilisation Sapper Ferry embarked for Australia on 1 August, 1919 on board H.T. Argyllshire for the voyage home.  

Base Records advised his friend on 20 August he was returning home.  

On 21 August, 1919 Mrs Alice Moore of 121 Hindley Street, Adelaide, S.A. wrote to Base Records asking kindly for any information on the whereabouts of Sapper Ferry.  Her inquiry was acknowledged by printed card on August 25.

His name was listed with the soldiers returning published in the:


The transport’s impending arrival in Adelaide (4th M.D.) was reported in the: 

 He appeared before the disembarkation medical board on September 19 at Keswick Barracks and his Statement of Case reads:



Gassed March, 1918 – no disability    (sgd.) J. Ferry



Heart, lungs, urine – normal



Scars – nil



Further dental treatment required   (sgd.) J. Ferry



His address was given as care of the R.S. & Sailor’s League, Broken Hill, NSW

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 2 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (17931) and the Victory Medal (17744) were issued to Sapper Jean Ferry, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Around the time when the War in the Pacific was looming, he applied for Naturalisation in 1942.


Jean-Baptiste (Jack) Ferry passed away on 16 April, 1956 aged 68 years at Coonamble, NSW and registered in Dubbo.  

Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion of Coonamble Cemetery.  It appears he learnt that he had been born in Avignon, France and not in Noumea, New Caledonia.
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Truth Sunday June 18, 1911:


FESTIVE FRENCHMEN – JULIAN MORCEAU’S FIRST GIG – JEAN BAPTIST FERRY CHARGED WITH THEFT


ACCUSED NOT CALLED ON FOR DEFENCE


Mr King, S.M. had the investigating at an International matter before him in the Water Police Court on Tuesday last, the principal parties being a couple of Frenchmen, who originally happened along Sydney-wards from Noumea as shipmates.  The Froglanders were monikered Jean Baptiste Ferry and Julian Marius Morceau, and the former was charged with having pinched nine sovereigns, the property of his pal and room-cobber, Julian on the 4th of the present month.


Plain-cop Arthur Burridge, who is attached to No. 1 Police Station, said that at about 9.45 a.m. on the day mentioned, as a result of certain information that reached him, he, in company with Senior-constable Spyer and the prosecutor, proceeded to a restaurant in Sussex-street kept by a Mr Helles.                           	Cont’d





Sun (Sydney) Tuesday June 13, 1911:


TWO FRENCHMEN – CHARGE OF STEALING FAILS


“Ici on parle Francais” might well have been the sign hung outside the Water Police Court this morning because there were a good many gesticulating Frenchmen taking part in the proceedings.


Jean Baptiste Ferry, 23, was charged with stealing a purse and £9 12s 3½d from the person of Julian Marin Morceau on June 4.


Mr W. Charles Moseley appeared for the accused.


Denis Francis Helles, restaurant-keeper, of Sussex-street, city, stated that Ferry and Morceau were boarding at his place on Sunday last, occupying the same room.  On Saturday might Morceau was “pretty on.” And had to be put in the supper room.  In the morning there was a row, and Morceau accused Ferry on stealing money from his purse.  Ferry said that he had found Moreau lying in the yard complaining that his head was feeling bad, and his purse was on the ground beside him.  Morceau and Ferry had come from Noumea, and Morceau had plenty of money.  He paid Ferry’s board, and Ferry took care of him.  Witness was suspicious of Morceau, because he had a revolver in his room.  A woman was under committal for trial on a charge of stealing £50 from Moreau.


Morceau said that he had known Gerry’s father and mother, and he met Ferry on the boat coming from Noumea in April, early on Sunday morning feeling unwell from drinking and smoking a cigarette, he went down into the yard, and while he was lying there, Ferry came along and took his purse, containing over £9, from his pocket.  He said “What! You scoundrel!  You steal my purse!”  Following Ferry upstairs, witness found that £5 10s had been taken from the purse and he said to Ferry, “Give me my money.” Ferry said, “I have no money,” but as he opened his coat inviting a search a half-sovereign dropped to the floor.  When asked for the rest of the money Ferry said “I didn’t take anymore.”  Ferry then dislodged a postcard leaning against the mirror, and produced another sovereign, saying, “Here’s another.”  Ferry became angry when asked for the remainder of the money, and he (Moreau) fled downstairs.


After hearing further evidence Mr King, S.M., said he was satisfied no jury would convict, so he discharged the accused.





Continues


Mr King gazed out over the bench with a puzzled expression.


Sergeant Drew: Mr friend refers to a case taken recently in this court, before 


his Worship, Mr Love, in which a woman is now under committal for having, 


it is alleged, robbed Morceau of £50.


Witness: I always forum the “accused” looking after the prosecutor.  I do not 


know where he gets his money from.  I heard him say he had been robbed of 


£50 a short time back.


Sergeant Drew: Prosecutor has been paying me for the other man.  


I believe the money comes from Noumea.


Sergeant Drew: Noumea, eh? H’m, and I suppose Ferry does too.  


You have heard that they both came from there on the same boat?  


Yes.


Continuing, witness said that on the date in question the two men had been 


Drinking together and Morceau then started to smoke his first cigarette, which, 


as he had never before smoked, upset him, and saying he felt sick, he went to lie in the yard.


Prosecutor’s story tallied with that told by the last witness, who especially dwelt on the cigarette incident.  He said that at the time of his going out to the rear of the premises he had in his purse eight sovereigns, and two half sovereigns, and 10/ or 12/ in small silver.  The money was in his purse.  In his left-hand trousers pocket.  He last saw the money at about 1 a.m. on the day I n question.  While lying in the yards his attention was attracted by hearing footsteps and shortly after he felt a hand in his pocket, where his purse was.  He yelled out “What! You scoundrel; you are stealing my purse.  At this the man is before the court.


[Remainder of article very faint print]


The accused was now ? open for a defence, the magistrate gave his reply that he was satisfied no jury would convict, discharged Ferry.


						Article abridged





Journal Friday January 7, 1916:


INTO CAMP ON FRIDAY


Following the names of the men who enlisted at Adelaide, and went into the Exhibition Camp on Friday: 


J. Ferry											Article abridged





Journal Saturday March 30, 1918:


THE AUSTRALIANS – CASUALTY LIST No. 387 – SOUTH AUSTRALIA


WOUNDED


5733—Spr. J. FERRY, address not known.						Article abridged





Register Thursday September 11, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – CERAMINS AND ARGYLLSHIRE


Following are the names of South Australian members of the A.I.F. who are returning to Australia:


5733—Spr. J. FERRY, 2nd Tun Co.							Article abridged








Daily Herald (Adelaide) Thursday September 18, 1919:


TROOPSHIP ARGYLLSHIRE


The Troopship Argyllshire will berth at the Outer Harbor at 10 o’clock this morning.  A special train will leave Adelaide at 5 minutes past eight, arriving at the Outer Harbor at 9.32.  The train will depart on the return journey at 10.20 and reach Keswick at 12.13.  Interstate troops will be granted leave from 1 p.m. till 11 p.m.





His headstone in Coonamble Cemetery, NSW


Photo sourced from Aust. Cemeteries Index website








