SAPPER WILLIAM JOSHUA FERGUSON

2477 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company
William Joshua Ferguson is recorded as a miner and was working at Savage River, Waratah, Tasmania in 1914.  

The following year recruiting for men of the mining trades commenced in all States and news of the enlistment drive’s success was published in the:

The same day at the Recruiting Depot in Ross, Tas, William applied to enlist for active service abroad.  He stated that he was born in Crookwell, New South Wales, that he was single and a Miner by trade. Passing the preliminary medical examination personal particulars recorded were: 

Age: forty-six years and 7 months;

Height: 168cms (5ft 6ins);

Weight: 66.8kgs (147lbs);

Chest measurement: 92cms (36ins);

Vision: good vision in both eyes.

He was declared fit for active service and his Application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

A week later acknowledgement to the volunteers from the Waratah district was published in:


Three days later in the Ross Depot William completed Attestation Forms which added further information that his chest expansion was 88-93cms (34½-36½ins), had a fair complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  The tip of his left ear was missing which was classed as a distinctive mark.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Ida McDonough of Enmore, Sydney, NSW but later changed to another sister Mrs Kate Dunlop of Trafalgar Street, Brighton-le-sands, Rockdale, NSW.   He signed and took the ‘Oath on Enlistment’ the same day.

The volunteers were transferred to the Claremont Camp nine days later.  Their move and the names of the enlistees were printed in the:


While at Claremont Camp on January 21, 1916 the following Offence was dealt with by Capt Vincent:



Offence:

Absent without Leave



Award:


7 days C.C. [Confined to Camp]



Forfeit:


2 day’s pay (10/-)

Other undated Offences:

1 Late on Parade






2 Using insulting language to his senior






3 Being drunk in camp



Award:


 14 days C.C.  by Capt L.K. Byrne

On March 3, 1916 Sapper was assigned to the No. 3 Company Miners Corps and his rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2477.

It is not recorded when eleven volunteers from Claremont Camp, Tasmania travelled to Sydney, NSW to join the seventy-eight from New South Wales, forty Victorians, forty-three West Australians, six Queenslanders and two South Australians who were brought together to make up the 2nd Reinforcements.  They were at Rosebery Park camp in Sydney, NSW on March 27, 1916.  

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port on May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916 and taken on strength on June 26, 1916.

On October 7, 1916 Sapper Ferguson was attached to the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and by November 12 had been temporarily attached to the 2nd Army Workshops in Bailleul organised by the 1/2 Cornwall Army Troop Company, Royal Engineers.  He rejoined his unit on January 26, 1917.

On May 26, 1917 Sapper went sick to 110th Field Ambulance and diagnosed with Herpes Zoster (Shingles – inflammation of skin by clusters of small blisters) and transferred the next day to 53rd Casualty Clearing Station.  

Two days later was conveyed on A.T.18 from Boulogne to the 7th Convalescent Depot at Hardelot.  On June 20 he entered the 10th Convalescent Depot in Escault before going to No. 3 Rest Camp.  

On July 5, 1917 he was sent to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles where he was medically assessed and assigned to ‘Permanent Base Duties’ and transferred back to England.  After crossing the English Channel he marched into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on July 18 where the following day in Hospital notations made were:



Disease:

Overage, Shingles



Remarks:

Evacuated Unfit & Shingles.  Hospital 20 days – age 50






Lungs & Heart – Requires Dental attention.

His Statement of Case from the Medical Board hearing at Westham Camp the same day reads:



Origin of disability:
Antecedent 



Essential facts:
Enlisted age 46 on Pay Book now 50.  Born 1866.



Disability:

Antecedent



Caused by:

Aggravated by Active Service



Present condition:
Age 50 and looks it

On August 14, 1917 his debility was classified as CI.  The Medical Board recommendation on September 8, 1917 said he was permanently unfit for General Service; temporarily unfit for Home Service and to return to Australia for a change due to age. 

A Kit Inspection on the day of embarkation shows the following items were in his possession:

Felt Hat and chin strap, 2 Collar Badges and 1 Hat Badge, Four Australia Title Badges, Pair Breeches, Dungaree Jacket, Pair Puttees, Khaki Greatcoat, Boot Laces, Universal Kit Bag, Shaving and Tooth Brushes, Comforter Camp, Identity Disc with Cord, 2 Pairs Drawers, Holdall,

Housewife, Cardigan, Razor & Case, 2 Flannel Shirts, 2 Singlets, 3 Pairs Woollen Socks and a Towel.

On September 26, 1917 he arrived in Devonport and boarded the transport H.T. Borda for the voyage to Australia.  His berth was a hammock and the ship departed two days later.  Next-of-kin were advised on November 2 that he was on his way home.  The ship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) and he re-embarked on a steamer for Tasmania (6th M.D.) on November 24.  He was admitted to the 12th Aust General Hospital in Launceston on November 29, 1917.  Discharged from there on December 2 to Anglesea Barracks and after assessment from the Permanent Referee Board on December 13 his condition was due to overage and found to have no military or civil incapacity.  This was confirmed two days later by the Board.

He was noted to be still a patient in the Field Hospital at Claremont, Tas on December 26, 1917 his condition marked as Senility.

Major Brownell wrote to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers on January 7, 1918 the following memo:

Report re Pte Ferguson

Pte Ferguson has been under treatment in Camp Hospital since 26 XII, 17.

His condition is due to the effects of shell shock and in my opinion he will not be fit to for return to the front although he might be fit for home service.

He is in fairly good health and fit to be discharged from hospital.

A Full Medical History on the Invalid was written on January 17, 1918 signed by Major Brownell with his case reported as the following:

           Disability:             Senility

           Origin:                  Tasmania

           Essential facts:      On May 1917 Ferguson was buried by a shell explosion for 4 hours.  He was

                                         evacuated to Casualty Clearing Hospital at Bailleul where he developed Trench

                                         Fever.  He was evacuated to 25th General Hospital, Boulogne and then to 

                                         England

           Caused by:            Natural causes and not by active service

           Present condition: Somewhat weak but not more than one would expect at his age.  Circulatory

                                         System fair, some arteries visible over temples.  Tending towards baldness,

                                         Hair grey ?          His weight was given on discharge as 66.5kgs (146lbs).

From Claremont Camp on January 18, 1917 Major Brownell also wrote a report for the Permanent Medical Referee Board which reads:

Report re 2447 Sapper Ferguson, W.J. 1st Tunnelling Coy

Admitted to No. 1 Camp Hospital 15.1.17

Returned to Australia after being buried by a shell and trench fever

He is 50 years of age and seems up to the usual standard for that age.

He has recovered from the effects of being buried and also the trench fever.

I consider he is fit for discharge but not active service owing to his being above military age.

On January 21, 1918 the Board in Hobart recommended Discharge.  This was issued from Hobart, Tas (6th M.D.) on February 5, 1918 as medically unfit due to overage.

His Application for a Military Pension on April 8, 1918 was ‘Rejected – not incapacitated as result of employment in connection with warlike operations.’

His Will was sent to the 6th Military District for filing on August 3, 1918.

The following year 1919 he is listed in Electoral Rolls as a miner at Savage River, Waratah and remained at this address up to 1928.  In 1936 he is at 5-Mile, Zeehan working as a miner.

For Serving his Country Sapper 2447 William Joshua Ferguson, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (4045) and the Victory Medal (4034).

These were not collected from the designated Barracks and returned to Base Records on March 29, 1924.  A notice was sent to his last address and he requested that both medals be forwarded to Waratah, Tas. which were receipted by him on May 12, 1924.

A Statement of Service dated July 3, 1924 was dispatched to the Department of Repatriation in Melbourne, Vic from Base Records.

It is possible that the following Funeral Notice belongs to him as he would have been about 70 years of age according to information given to the Medical Board in 1917.
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Addendum:

Research to confirm Williams’ birth has been less than conclusive.  Researching stated relatives from his enlistment papers, sisters Ida McDonough and Mrs. Kate Dunlop revealed:

Archibald and Eliza (nee Dellerhunt) Ferguson married 1855:

Children:

John 

born 1859 at Camden

Eliza

born 1861 at Camden

Christina
born 1863 at Picton

William
born 1866 at Picton

Ela

born 1868 at Berrima

Kate
born 1872 at Goulburn – married 1907 (as Kathleen) Norman G M Dunlop – died 1944 (as Kathleen Josephine)

Minnie Agnes
born 1879 at Forbes

Ida Ferguson
married 1889 John MacDonough
Could not confirm birth year for William Joshua Ferguson, but suspect William Ferguson born 1866 to Archibald & Eliza above.

Examiner – Tas - Monday November 8, 1915:


THE MINING CORPS


TASMANIAN UNIT PRACTICALLY COMPLETE


Professor T.W. Edgeworth David, C.M.G, Professor of Geology, Sydney University, has concluded his visit to Tasmania in connection with the raising of the Tasmanian unit of the Australian Mining Corps  After spending a day or two in Hobart, Professor David reached Launceston by motor on Saturday morning, and returned to Melbourne by the Loongana in the afternoon.  In the course of a brief conversation with an “Examiner” reporter prior to departure, Professor David indicated that the Tasmanian unit was practically complete.  Already 66 names had been received, and he expected that when he heard from Captain Vincent, who had been recruiting on the West coast, it would be to learn that sufficient men had been obtained, inclusive of first reinforcements, which would leave with the contingent.  The Tasmanian contribution to the mining corps would be 76, including two lieutenants. 








The North Western Advocate and Emu Bay Times – Tas- Monday November 15, 1915:


THE MINING CORPS


WARATAH DISTRICTS RECRUITS


Captain T.H. Vincent and Sergt-Major Anthony, assisted by Lieut L.M. Wyatt, have been recruiting the Waratah district for the Miners’ Corps.  Considering the number of men who have already gone to the front from the district they were fairly successful.  Twenty-four men tried, but five were rejected on account of defects.  The following were accepted:—A. Cashman, W.N. Searle, Joe Thomson, Claude Broaden, Fred Holder, H.A. Morris, W.T. Ferguson, John Lamb, Edward Green, James Cross, William Stewart, Herman Sheers, W.A. Frazer, A.R. Little, James Griffiths, E. Wall, John Burge, F. McClutchey, and F.G. Cooper.  The officers had a very unpleasant trip to Magnet and Whyte River, the rain being incessant, but they are pleased with the result.








Examiner- Tas - Thursday December 9, 1915:


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 208 men, belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men:


Mining Corps: Captain T.H. Vincent, G.A. Anderson, W. Berry, M. Berkeley, W. Blaney, W. Bayes, F. Bidulph, A.D. Black, C. Breaden, W.M. Bateson, W. Birch, D. Brennan, C.W. Burris, A.T. Coulson, W.J. Crosswell, F.A. Cashman, B. Cahill, F.E. Cooper, R. Carter, E.A. Crawford, C.N. Clarke, G. Dewhurst, P. Dunn, L.M. Forsyth, W.A. Fraser, W.J. Ferguson, H. Gatehouse, E. Green, W.S. Geard, H.R. Homan, G. Holloway, E.L. Hubbard, W.H. Horsberg, V.J.R. Hubbard, G.H. Johnston, H.V. Jackson, E.A. Jupp, A.R. Little, E.R. Monks, P.T. Moseley, W.M. Moran, M.J. Morrison, A.W.J. Maggs, A. McDermott, L.R. Morgan, M.P. O’Toole, W. Painter, E.D. Price, J.R. Peterson, T.T. Rocter, J. Reynolds, R. Smith, L.J. Shearing, W. Stewart, W. Searle, C. Seen, H. Stevens, L.A. Street, H.C. Simpson, J.G. Turnbull, O.N.W. Taylor, J. Taylor, J. Thomas, T.J. Travis, C.D. Wardle, L.J. Wolfe, W. Walls, C. Chaplain, P. J. Barrett, F. Claxton, O.L. McArdell, M. Ryan, J. Brennan, W. Fordham, -- Jupp. 


											         Article abridged








Advocate – Tas - Wednesday June 8, 1938:


FUNERAL NOTICE


FERGUSON—The Funeral of the late William Joshua Ferguson will leave the Zeehan Hospital at 3 p.m. today.  All returned soldiers are requested to attend.











